s EVIEWING the book just igsued
- by Thomss Hardy, “The, Dy-
nasts: A ‘Drama -of :Tthe Na-
oleonic - Wars,” the - London
II,‘imes. says: oS Tt i 3
In- war time the stationers’
shops ‘or  ‘newspaper ' offices
show in’ their windows: large
~maps stuck -with little flags to
mark the advance or retreat of the oppos§ng
forces, As if from a great height, the passuﬁ
pedestrian looks down en a vast stretch
country, and he may actually see a hand:appear
and ‘move- a little flag 4n inch forward or half .
an inch backward, He iis probably glad or
sorry, ‘according as the change ifidicates’ suc-
cess or failure for the side which has his sym-
pathies; but his head is more engaged than
his heart. . Then\he turns away, o buy an
evening paper for the details of the little flag’s
mevements, and as-he reads it the mention of
a name he. knows or a snatoh of descriptive
writing bears in upon him with a rush the re-
membrance that' these are not little flags at
all, but bodies of men... Each little flag stands
for how many hundreds or thousands of sen-
tient men, every one of them with hands as
large and as compact of {lesh and blood as the
' hand that moved the little flag so easily.. And
that swift inch or half-inch forward or back-
ward means how many days and nights of toil
and terror, death and a y awful din and
more ‘awful silence.  It'is’ some hours before
he“can soar again to.the height from which
the armies become little flags; and then he
can only do it by forgetting that armies are
cemposed of men. '

Mr, Hardy at once sodrs \ihd.reme:mbérs; He
has brought us niow "to. the close of his great
drama of the Napaleonic wars; and, soaring so

high as'we may above the complete work for

‘a bird's e{e 'view, we.see nothing more prom-
inent’in this remarkable achievement than his
success in unifying what for our passing pe-
destrian must remain two different points of
;wm. . He'can see Napoleon’s Russian army
i, bt il e :
SR A‘ %
Bhuffling its

but he sees that the heaves are painful, and he
remembers that the caterpillar is composed of
men, “tattered ;;;;p}l}ke _skeletons,” men with
wiiclen dangling from, thei e kg ik
. glass-lustres a¥' they walk,” fnien whg sob'like
childrenor burst into raving of madness
when ' they learn' that ‘their Eniperor has de-
serted them—till the frost stills them ifito eter-

nal silence ‘s Hhey croich exhausted round

dun-piled éiémﬂ!é‘;r i D
length in pRinful heaves along;

Powers and

o HE - Berlin correspondent -of the Lon-
~ don:Times writes as follows; ot
+ A-considerable section of the Ger-
- man Press—consisting, hewever, of
. journals whose attitude cadnot com-
. 2T oromise the Government—ig making
a great fuss over the railway question in - the
Balkans, and is endeavoring'to convey, by di-
rect assettion or by insinuation, the impression
that an entirely new grouping of ' the Powers
has been told me afresh on unimpeachable au-
xelations of Great Britain gnd Austria-Hun-
gary -are concerned, there -is not%?ju_ﬂgc of
truth in these innuendoes. Your Vienna ‘cor-
- iﬁgﬁldcnt could doubtless at any moment coni--

what-is well -known in Berlin and what -

has been-cffected or attempted. 8o far as the
thority, that the traditional relations of cordial
friendship between London and Vienna are un-
impaired.. There is, therefore, no basis for the
attempt of the Viossische Zeitung to read Aus-
tris-Hungary a lesson upon the mutability of
human affairs and to persuade ' the Austrians

~ “and the Hungarians that the attitude of Great
Britain towards them has undergane a-chag?s
in connection, gwrhm with the feclings of a
section of the British people towards - Ger-
many.” There is no section of * the . British
-people yhich is animated by unfriendly ‘senti-
ments towards Germany. T o
British and. German governments-are. friendly,
and have in the course of ' recent. aars heen

- plac.e‘d,gpon«a far sounder basis than ever be- -

fore. But even if the situation were different
in_this respect, the political and patienal
igwéﬁbip,hetvie_m«@fg»Bﬁt&gbmmgsgg}
ungary is not dependent upon Anglo-Ge:
maaéﬁ'éﬁzma.:‘ ’gggn would be more truth:in.
the converse proposition, since Austro-British

. irigndship was anterior in date to the estab- -

lishment of the present German. empire, and
has undergone none of the vicissitudes through
_which the relations of Great Britain with var-
ious other Powers have passed. . =
It is easy to see why the Berlin organ of the
- German parliamentarv bloc indulges in specu~
Jlations of this charatter. It says this evening,
for example i s
_ “There may have been here and there in
Austria-Hungary an inclination . ta under-esti-
mate_the value of the alliance with Germany,
Especially after Algeciras, the opinion began
to be entertained in isolated quarters that the
real advantage of the alliance was on the qut-'
1an side. Many a politician on the. Danube
to bo that Austria-Hun
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field of Waterloo
like our map with the li&tle_ flags on it; but
he pverhears' Napoleon’s thoughts as he stands
in the wood of Bossu alonte after all is over,
Marie Louise’s sobs and the Prince Regent's
caths are as loud in his ears as the cannon of
Leipzig. And this unity is not achieved by
sudden soarings and swoopings. - In spite of
the stage-directions (“the point
of vision changes” and so forth), we are not
ednscious of being snatched hither and thither,
up and. down; and, the eye, as it were, is not
wearied by sudden alterations of focus.. The
vision of the mind-and the vision of the heart
are unified.. We see little flags and men at
onge, .and: the unity embraces. not only the
warriors. but the ,.passingigec{nstnan ‘himseli-—~
all who.are affected by the events, Stin

‘“The secret lies i’ Mr, Hardy's choice of

Phatitom' Intelligences—Spirits of the Years,

of the Pities, of Rimor, and others—as his

chorus, the spectators through whose senses

he shall follow the story of his drama. But it

is one thing to choose a point of view, another

to get to it, and yet another to keep it; and

first to have risen to such a point as this and

then to hdve held to it throughout the long

-and crowded work appears to us‘an intellectual

deat of rare worth and power. ' From these

dizzy heights we see armies like caterpillars;

but the supernatural sensibility with which our

author endows us for the time enables s to

see also the minutest workings of the brain
and the ‘heart of every man in every army.

After reading the first part of the drama we
hazarded a guess that the complete wm‘g
would prove to be a drama, not of men, but

of nations. The guess was at once too wide

and t66 narrow; ‘The Dynasts is a drama not

rof nations only, hut of human life; it is also a

drama of -individual persons. = And in the

drama of human life, according to Mr. Hardy’s

philosophie theory, there is a sense in ‘which

Napoleon's valet ‘and the rustic who came to
Casterbridge to see Boney byrned are as im-
portant, and as unimportant, as Napoleon him-
self.”*Each and all ‘are the puppets of the
blind, senseless, Immanent Will; the

* Will_that wills above. the will of each,
Yet but the will of all conjunetively.

Itmatters not that of all-the characters, named
and‘ nameless, in’ the drama Napoleon aloie
is conseious of being’a puppet in the controlof
that:Will, - Of the rest, each one contribites
his: share without knewing it; and each ofe,
therefore, by a strange perversion,.as it might
seem, wins dignity and being, not their ‘oppo-
sites, - oy el ¢ g

i

1t was natural, perhaps—it was certainly
pardonable—to protest, earlier in our acquaini-
ance with “The Dynasts,” that dramatic in-
terest, human interest, was likely to suffer
from that a}sp;rcntly deadening notion of the
blind, senseless, purposeless foree ruling these
men and kingdoms. It was not so clear then
as it is now that this philosophic notion was to
be the great bond of unity between all the
myriad scenes and persons -of the drama,
Moreover, in this last volume, more complete-
ly than in its predecessor, Mr. Hardy has an-
swered that objection i another way. -Not
only-are the doings more exciting—that was
only to be expected as the drama drew to a
close and we came to Moscow, Leipzig, Elba,
and Waterloo, the'pity and the horror and
the humor of those doings are more concen-
trated and more clearly exhibited. The little
scene of the French flight after Vitoria, racily
droll; Napoleon at Fontaineblean after Leip-
zig; the Prince of Wales worried by the
Princess at the opera; the women’s camp near
Waterloo~—all are full of that firm and vivid
truth of poor humanity ‘which has long been
associated with the name of Thomas Hardy.
And of all the written descriptions and pictures
of the retreat from Moscow is there one that
contains anything so tremendous as this little
passage ’—
ANGEL 1. g

Harassed, it treads the trail by which it came,

To Borodino, field of bloodshot fame,

Whénce stare unburied horrors bevond name!

And so and thus it nears Smolensko's walls,

And, stayed its hunger, starts anew its crawls,

Till floats down one white morsel, which appals.
‘ What has floated down from the.sky upon the

-

Army is a flake of show,

The .characterization, too, is wonderfully
distinct for a drama in which the men and wo-
men speak onliy in snatches and are. scarcely
described at all.. When Mr, Bernard Shaw
wishes his readers to understand a character,
he prints his history, his appearance, and his
views on life in a stage-direction, Mr. Hardy
does not ; yet, if we wished to pick a character
in the drama whose personai flavor and ways
are not absolutely clear, we could only hit on
“Napeleon. True, we see Napoleon taking
snuff and sipping, grog, Napoleon when pit-
uita molesta est, Napoleon humming tumes; but
not even ‘Mr, Hardy has succeeded in seeing
Napoleop without, a5 ‘well as with, his destiny
and - catching him 4 *'agm._erc man. * But with’
the otlicts the casé'is ®ifferént. Theére aré, of -

eourse, thanks to#fe form' the author has
adopted, a score of peaple, generals, aides, and
others; who must '&egend upon their relation
to the Immanent Will for their identity; but .

Wellington is no fii};rehead. no portrait.d’ap-
parat, and JPicton, Marie Louise, all the per-
sons. for whom space allowed and: dramatic
need demanded character, even down to the
nameless mother of a nameless: girl who fell
in love at the Duchess of Brunswick’s ball, and
the Vicar of Durnover who has only to speak
twice and to spit twice, are as roundly human
as could be, There is one unquatahle remark
of Wellington’s after Vittoria which seems to
bring the ‘whole man. before us in a flash;
and what of a little touch like this? .

Wellington goes in the direction of the hussars
withy Uxbridge, A cannon-ghot hisses past,

: UXBRIDGE (starting),
I have losit my leg, by God!

WELLINGTON, :
By ‘God, and have you! I felt the wind o’ the shot

Could any two lines give us so mugh of Wel-
lington and of war? These men may be the
puppets of the Immanent Will, but they are
men for all that, and their joys and sorrows
rouse our sympathy none the less because the .
Will is purposeless. Mr, Hardy is justified.
At the same time, it is interesting to note that"
he makes things as easy as possible for those
to whom the Immanent Will is a nightmare.
He may jeer with the Spirit Ironic; with the
Spirit of the Years he may be coldly impartial ;
but the Pities have the last word. Through
them, all along, we have suffered with the suf-
ferers; with them we are encouraged—or, at
least, allowed—to hope... - v

‘Bui—a stirring thrills the air

Like the sounds of joygnce these

i < That the rages - ;

Of the ages

Shall be cancelled, and deliveraiice offered from the
_ darts that were,

Consgiouspess the Will informing; till It fashlons all
things fair!

So ends The Dynasts; and whether the author
—the Inimanent Hardy—agrees with  the
Pities or not, we are profoundly grateful to the
dramatist who chooses that note—the only
tolerable, the inevitably right note—on which
to clase his great work of art. .

. A-great work of art—the title cannot be
denied to The Dynasts; yet it is given under
compulsion. By all the rules the enterprise
should have been a colossal failure. ' The
dramatic form is the most difficult to read; it
is not meant to he read. And when it is uded
as in the Dynasts—scraps of dialo{g{he in rug-
ged, sometimes hald ; sometimes stiffly conven-
tional blank wverse interspersed’ with long and
often ‘complicated dt's’cﬁ%t?cns-"lnmﬁ?éséff"tﬁi
scene abruptly shifted from ‘Saldamanea to Mos-
cow, from Casterbridge to the Tuilefies; the
characters now armies and noy men, and the
whole cut up by commentative songs, ballads,

odes, and. what not, in the kingdoms of the air
—the effort to read it ought to be as'frritafing-
ly “jumpy” to the mind as the Several Kinds of
print sometimes make it to the eye:. By all
the rutes The Bynasts should be chao:. a
drama impossible to act (that, indeed, it re-
mains), a book impossible to read. - Peruisal of
the three volumes together proves it @ great
work of art, unified by its philosophic concep-
tion, its vision, and its workmanship, in which
poetry canstantly keeps *‘breaking in” through
the businesslike directness of both verse and
prose. It wonld be too much to say that The
Dynasts succeeds in spite of its:form; but'it is
true that the daring which chose that form-is
only equalled by the skill and mental supre-
macy which have brought it to success. Look+
ing back now, it is difficult to see in what othen
form Mr, Hardy could have done what he set
out to do. | There Were so many requisites—
swiftness, spaciousness, vividness, | compres-
sion, :intensity, comprehensiveness, shock,
surp%‘ise—-—»that ‘no form of narrative, whether
in prose or in verse, could have encompassed
them all. ~ The only way, as Mr. Hardy has
convinced us, was to make a large demand
upon the reader; to ask him to imagine himself
a_spectator, using his eyes on certain things
shown him and all the knowledge and thought
at his service to fill/in and connect the pictures,
It is a large demand—there is no denying 1hat,
The Dynasts is not an easy book to rci' ¢
is not a book to read at all without'a previous
workiig knowledge-of the ‘story it tells (onlv
a very confused idea of the action of Waterloo
will be gained from these packed yet vivid
stage-directidns), nor without a willingness on
the reader’s part to bring all he has to the task.
If'he does so, he will be rewarded. He will
learn that through intelléctual and emotional
mastery of his subject, and 'cé?,cc'%ally through
that commanding unification of what'in the av-
erage man are two ‘gointé'ofj view, M¢. Hardy
has achieved a wWork of art by doing violence
to a form, and has sublimated a vast and in-

- finitely various material into a single shapelv

whole.  For a like achievement we can onlv

Ngo back to wne thing—the historical plays of

Shakespeare, ‘whéfe great and small ‘dre, ay

. here, ‘seen with a single eye, and ‘where, as

here, the common life of eommoii humanity ig
made @ part of the progréss of history.

' The thing has been done. Could-it be dona
again? ' “'We 'would advise no lesser mind to
try.. And by which iwould Mr. Hardy’s fame
and ‘his’ readers’ "goodl have ' won' thHe grcdter

- ingrease—The Dynasts, or ‘the' threc novels

which might have taken'its place? Specula-
tion is fruitless; and at least we have got The

Dyn_ Agsts: |1 o

S D l . .
the Balkans
tow as in 1879, serves the interests of the two
Powérs,;m'cqunl measure. Herein its strength
‘has hitherto lain, and herein also lies the guar-
antee that the alliance will endure, and that.it
will'give proof of its soliditv whatever may be
the attitude of the other Great Powers, and
‘however they may be grouped.” .

- The lesson is enforced by reminiscences
which are adduced on the authoritv of Pritce
Bismarck with regard to the origin of the Aus-
tro-German alliance. Rismare'- told the Reich-
stag in 1883 that shortly after the Congress
and ‘Treaty of Berlin, Russia had exerted her!
self to the utmost to prevent the Augtrian oc-
_cupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in accord-
ance with the terms of the Berlin Tréaty, The

- Russial government, according to Bismarck,

cven attempted to compel Gérmany to'inter-
vene actively against” Austria-Hungary, and
the Russian pressure reached the point of “ac~
tual menaces of war from the most competent
quarter,”. “That,” continued Prince Bismarck,
“was the origin of aur treaty with Austria.” It
was on September 8, 1879, that the Austrians
marched into Novi Bazar; on September 11
Prince Gort(:hikc% exhorted the French to b
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- This whole ar, :
historical basis—and that basis might repay
82 { P Y 1) nt',!o’vaew

examination from more than one
—is seriously weakened in its bearings on the
question of the day by the fact'that ~ Austria-

Hungary has repudiated all political designs in
co;me::?on with the projectof a railway igon con-
nect her Bosnian system with ‘the “existing
main line'to:Salonika at - Mitrovitza. - In the
Ausfrian view'the construction of  this com-
pamtivgi?- short connecting section “is @s na-
tural-as it wouldihave been to connect’ New-

astle and Berwick if the lines from the north
and the south had respectively stopped ‘at these
places, The railwav systém’of Austria in the
Balkans would rémain a mere torso if the pro-

ear.

economic. value would be seriously impaired af-
“sacrifices which have been made
4 conspicuous success for the develop-
_ment of the occupied provinces. LR o
- 'With regard to the Danube and Adriatic
scheme, I am assured that its realization would
‘ velcomed by Austria-Hungary, but also by
Germany. It remains to be seen what support
this Qﬁhmgsﬁgﬂl ei
; specially

ive from Austria, and

PRrOvAl: - In the
certain. imj
see

jected connection were not " effected, and its

Qhe;rmny, if it is submit-

s = S
keenly interested in it, but it need hardly be
said that the scheme would have little chance
of realization if it were backed at Constanti-
nople by the unsupported . diplomacy of the

- Servian government. It has been su%gested
that the transverse Balkan railway would be a
bar to the development of what are commaonly
described as German “commercidl interests” in
a south-casterly direction. This suggestion is
vigorously repudiated, and it is maintained-
that there is absolutelv no divergence between
the views of Germany and Austria-Hungary
with ree~=1 to the economic and political bear-
ings of a project. which primaril»-. concerns
Austrian, Balkan, and Russian interests, and in
the discussion of * which German diplomacy
would not have any direct voice.

. A REMARKAEBLE BLAST
~ One of the methods of quarrying granite is-
to dislodge a huge sheet from the surface of
the formation through the medium of a pow-
der mine, A large;pe;rpqndlcular- shaft is first
blasted to a depth of about thirty feet, At the
bottom of this and radiating horizontally, like
the spokes of a huge wheel, long holes are
drilled. o e

The extremities of these holes, says Popu-
lar Mechanics; are then shot with light charges

of dynamite in c_)_rdexii to create ‘ehmﬂ;ﬁ‘c;-s’ ;ﬂl e
endugh fo receivg large quantities o =b %k’:
po% er. : 'This tak &maksqgf everdncreasing

charges-. ; x ihdeon

- Then the final charge is loaded, The now
huge chambers at the extremities of the spokes’
are packed with hundreds of pounds of pow-
der, numerous lelectric. wires attached, and the
whele ‘mine tamped with fine material, A
misty roar and rumble in the bowels of the
*f“éﬂ" and the huge sheet is detached from the
edge. : L ¢

3

_ PIGHTING LIGHTNING
Miich trouble has been experienced with
lightning on the power transmission lines, car-

ried on steel ‘towers, in the States of Micho-

acan and Guananjauto, Mexico, but rqugtﬁy
- the difficulty-has been largely overcome by the
use of lightning rods and the device of sus-
;'geudiixg a steel cable ahove the transmission
ines, each cable being brought to earth at

each tower, Before these means of diverting -

the lightning were' employed, the insulators
were often bored with holés an inch in diam-

eter by bolts 95’“}5‘1 ing. The shielding cable

is regarded as affording much more protsezion
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At Teast R

The Great Task of Canada

(v

o 1L 20th century belongs to Canada.
%, To whom will Canada belong at
get? the close of the century?” :

71 . Such was the question of Rey,

Tl Dr. Young in the course of his.
T AR sermon at St James Methodist
Church, and it was asked in no vein of political

speculation, but as a reminder that the forces
at work in building the national charaeter to-
day will largely determine the calibre of future

tunity with which God had, entrusted them,
To develop Canada and to ensure a future of
Christian citizenship, that was the task divine-
ly committed to her people, The awakening
was of comparatively recent date, But it had
grﬁ%cd the world’s imagination. Ambassa-
dor Bryce, in his recent visit, had speken of
the probability. that in half a century more
there would be 50,000,000 people in the Do-
, minion, while Montreal, which from its geo-

generations, says the Montreal Gazette. . . “ graphical posifion, must be the ‘commercial

The texts were Psalm 115, 16, and Psalm
24, I, which in the Revised Version read:
‘““The "heavens. are the héavens of the Lord
“hut the earth shall be given to the children of
men,” ; : g 5 ;

These passages, said the preacher, seryed
to emphasize first the greatness and glory of
God, as suggested by the thought of that fir-
mament wﬁigch is beyond mankind’s control,
and econdly, man’s duty and rcﬁ:;ihjuty in

i earth, which had been gtg.en to
3od had

developing the :
him_wgerg'zin to exercise his faculties. God b
given nian dominion over the earth and its
resources, as stated in the account of the crea«
tion, but had never given over the earth wholly
to man. - It was still God’s r%*wh %lln
man was but the agent, intendéd fulfil ‘the
divine purpose. = Man’s dominion over the
‘earth was not an ownershilp, but a steward-
ship, Men awakened slowly but surely to a
‘sehse of the power that was theirs. Man, while
he might be said.in a sense to be . ©.
 “An infant erying in the night, « = .
An infant cryi‘isgifor.me light, Z
- And with no language but a ery,” . -
was also sovereign in his power fo develop
th\e1 reSourcesﬁ Qlfi th&,tarth‘.) ‘S%metip‘;fs the
realization of this power brought a thought
: gwbo m“ﬂ*fﬁ

like that of the ancient monar:
not this Babylon which I have
thus became proud and arroga

B b el o
ardship, by which man felt that h
rightly -toy:t*;a :\u ifts that ha
by God. When this sense took p
- man, the' result was a Paul, a St.
- Assisi, or another of the saints in h

as the prin ';'iﬁle that produced

throphists in all ages. ' These
"conceptions of life, ownershi
selfishness or unselfishness, and
ated the nations of the civili:

* It had been at th

en’  t0 the
5 tp"g&gaqnme old pure influences,
- “Young

o from the cottage

metropolis, would have a population, he. esti-
mated, of 1,500,000, One could almost wisl
{0 be alive ta see those days of Canada’s great-
ness.  Yet though some of them there that
evening were approaching the time when they
ought to be “Oslerized,” they might contribute
in_some way to the solving of those problems
- which must of necessity lie.in the path of the
nation’s growth.. When this greatness-eamc,
~what kind of people would possess it? Would
they be Christian citizens, . ssed of that
righteosuness which exalteth a nation?> It
depended upon the ideals planted in the na-
tion's-heart today. Home life and reverence
for its sanctity l-—that was. one .of the first
foundations of a people’s greatness. There
could be no 7,str¢h£§?glb, greatness of character,
‘nio high development, except:there were homes
where holiness was found. Family life was in-
. stituted by God, not merely for,mankind's en-
joyment, but for a setirce of inspiration. It was
the home that shaped the morals. History
showed that from &c\ gates of Eden nations
had climbed ppwards in proportion as their
liome life was pure and holy. The reverse had
brought declension. In Gibbon's “Decline and
Fall,” it was shown hew Rome’s immoralities
produced her decline. :
~ Would Canada stand the test of material

Vien - prosperity, which had commenced and would

increase?  Such prosperity tended to loosen
the' rivets that bound society together; to un-
dermine the home. 'To pass from the cottage

' ‘mansion, experience showed, wa? hash
n th ' t. was

that some could prosper and be unspoiled.

true

‘Young men,” said the preacher, in closing,
it is youts to achieve success, but if you pass

With yOu.”
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