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MILLIONS DIE eat bounds: “Sin coucheth at the 
door." “Jesus saves from sin." But 
if they hearken not to the testimony 
of the plain tacts of life neither will 
they hearken though One rend the 
heavens.

God is acting to-day. What is Sa 
doing? In the first place, Ï believe 
that in ways that are hidden from us, 
and by methods of love and wisdom 
which we cannot understand. He is 
working together with those who do 
battle for righteousness. “It it had 
not been that the Lord was on our 
side,” we, in our unpreparedness, 
would have gone down before the pre­
paredness of forty years, in the first 
year of the war.

God is operating also in the sphere 
of conscience. Even rivers of blood 
cannot drown conscience. We know 
little of what is taking place behind 
the veil that hides Germany from us, 
but the wireless stations send out 
whispers of protestations which are 
manifest signs that the leaders of 
Germany are not easy in their con­
sciences. God is not inactive; He is 
stirring up scared consciences. And 
remember this, the final issues of this 
War can only be settled in the sphere 
of conscience. All over the world 
God is speaking to the consciences 
of men ,and no treaty will bring an 
abiding peace unless it satisfies the 
consciences of the nations.

Then, too, you can trace the activ­
ity of God in the comforting of sad 
and desolate hearts. There are thous­
ands and tens of thousands in Europe 
who would tell you that they could 
not shoulder their heavy burden of 
sorrow and face the future with hope 
and courage, were it not for the con­
soling fellowship of the Divine Com­
panion. Again, God is active in the
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since the beginning of time. Suppose 
that in the first war God had annihi- ! 
lated the army of oppressors, and left 
the oppressed victorious. That would 
not have ended the trouble. The vic­
torious oppressed have a way of be­
coming oppressors in their turn, and 
they, too, would have suffered anni­
hilation, until by now mankind would 
probably have been wiped oft the face 
of the earth.

But the question to be faced is far 
wider than that of war. Think, for 
instance, of the untold miseries of the 
slave-trade, of natives dragged from 1 

■ their homes, cooped up in the holds 
of ships, carried across the seas, and | 
sold into captivity. Think of the tor- j 
tore of the lash, of the torment of 
souls treated as chattels, and of the ' 
separation of husbands from their 

; wives, and of children from their 
parents. If there was ever a wrong 

i that cried to Heaven for repress it 
was this. Why did not Sod 
destroy the slave-trad#» am 
slave-owner? ,
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.nnarent silence and inaction of 
The circumstances of the time 
„ot unlike those which prevail 

La, The psalm refers to some 
^is'in Israel’s history, particulars 
. which have not come down to us. 

The nation was threatened by a 
Lt confederacy of its foes. The 
Moabites, the Ammonites, the Edo- 

the Amalekites, and Arabian 
tribes' from the desert had formed a 
joalition, and Philistia, Tyre, and J- 
„ the great empire of Assyria wVre 
rendering assistance.

The Psalmist cries out to God to 
ttfa action in defence of His people, 
ft? has He not done something b@- 
jore this? There is a note of per- 
nlexed impatience in his cry. “0 GoJ, 
{eep not Thou silence: hold not Thy
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forgiveness in such a world. We 
should never learn to love right for 
itself, and to make our wills one with 
the will of God. We should try to 
avoid doing wrong because we feared 
the sting of the lash and the sharp 
edge of the sword—that is all. The 
terrifying, gaunt, black figure of Fear 
would hold us in thrall. Do you 
think that that would be a better or 
a happier world?.

The whole question is a very diffi­
cult one. Write him down a shallow 
■d » superficial man who offers you 
a complete solution of the problem. 
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Mica, and be not still, 0 God.” What 
joes he want God to do? Here is his
«newer:
0 my God, make them like the whirl­

ing dust;
is stubble before tbe wind, 
is lie Are that burneth the forest, 
ind as the flame that setteth the 

mountains on fire;
So pursue them with Thy tempest, 
ind terrify them with Thy storm.
M their faces with confusion ;
Hit they may seek Thy name, O 

Lord.
ind multitudes are asking to-day, 

|i Tiew of the calamities of the pre­
sent hour—Why is God silent and in- 
setive? Why does He not end the 
wit? Why does He allow tens of 
thousands of the flower of Europe’s 
ynhood to go to their death? Why 
Vw He permit Germany to overrun 
lelgium, and Serbia, and Roumania, 
Bd now part of Italy? Why does He 
not confound the designs of the Cen­
tal Powers, as those designs are? 
But what would we have God do? We 
inswer like the Psalmist—Let God 
tome our enemies, and terrify them, 
ud scatter them, and put

The peoples are girding on the 
sword of the Spirit to do battle for 
the freedom of their souls.

Yet again,
He hath sounded forth His trumpet 

that shall never call retreat.
He is sitting out the hearts of men 

before His judgment-seat 
While we bewail the inaction of 

God, He is at work sifting out our 
hearts. These are days of sitting and 
of judgment. They reveal what man-

and There.
rery night till MO, 
Drug Store, Theatre

13,tf
THANKS—Public thanks, 

, to the Almighty for tbe 
:>f my dearest friend from 
catastrophe.—advt.ll

We have just received another shipment of New Furniture,

Bought at Last Year’s Prices, which we willrs Drag Store, The- 
s open every night till
L3,tf them to 

collusion. Let God frustrate all the 
military plans of the, Central Powers, 
ind crown with invincible power and 
success every effort of the Allies. It 
il rery natural that we should ask 
ncl questions, and make such j de­
mands, but reflection will show that 
ley do not take account of all the 
beta.

If God is to intervene with over­
whelming power to destroy iniquity 
wherever it manifests itself, where is 
He to begin? Is He to commence 
with you and me, for there is “none 
righteous, no not one?” A man in 
business formulates a crafty, dishon­
est scheme to get the better of his 
neighbor. Ought God to stretch out 
His arm and bring him low? When 
flee seeks to lead virtue astray ought 
tW to intervene and strike the vic­
in'1* man dead? You may say that
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less evils that pollute the world. 
And God, knowing all this, gave us 
freedom. Why did He do it? Be­
cause He would have sons, not slaves, 
men, not machines. He could have 
created machines of flesh and blood, 
automatically doing right and avoid- 

being the ing evil. But He would have sons. 
In* j moral personalities, who should fit 

The , themselves for fellowship with Him

all live as in the presence of the 
policeman and executioner. AH 
around us we should see transgress­
ors struck by dire and sudden blows, 
and we should be in daily terror that 
our torn would come, as, 
men and women that we are, it 
evitably would sooner or later, 
world would cease to be a place of t by choosing good and conquering sin,

and growing up into His glorious 
likeness. He would not have the 
obedience of terror, but the obedience 
of love. A terrible price is being 

: paid for the gift of freedom, but at no 
less cost cduld moral manhood be 
won. The whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth together in pain until 
now, in order that God may bring 
many .sons (not bond-slaves of fear 
or living machines, but sons) unto 
glory.

But do not misunderstand me. God 
did not create us free agents, and 
then leave us alone to make our 
choice, looking on as a detached 
spectator. He is not outside the 
world, but in it He is in the strug­
gle. He stretches out a hand to us. 
He seeks to guide us in every choice. 
He wrestles with us. He enlightens 
and purifies us. He nerves our arm 
for the fight and endues our wills 
with strength tor righteousness. 
When we are wounded He ministers j 
to us. When we are stricken down i 
He lifts us up. When we are dis- j 
couraged He enheartens us. When j 
wo are driven back He enables us to j 
snatch victory out of the very Jaws j 
of defeat We speak of the silence ; 
and inaction of God. What we mean 
Is that we do not hear His voice or 
see His activity. But God is neither 
silent nor inactive.

God is speaking to-day. He is 
loudly and clearly
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against the top of a slender radio 
tower. The impact was so great that 
the mast was bent far out of line, the 
aerial engine wedged between the in­
terstices so that the plane was sus­
pended almost at a right angle, and 
the pilot catapulted onto one of the 
wings, where he lay unconscious. A 
strong wind added terror to the situa­
tion. Fortunately, three sailors were 
at the time painting the steelwork

speaking more 
through the events that are taking , 
place than perhaps at any other peri- 
od in history? Cannot you hear Him? ; 
What is He saying? "Sin coucheth 
at the door.” It is sin that is wring- j 
ing cries of anguish from desolate 
hearts. It is -fin that is furrowing 
the faces of wives and mothers with 

j, tears. It is sin that is drenching the 
earth with blood. Never was it more 
clearly shown how terrible are the 
consequences that spring from apos­
tasy from Christ and His holy teach­
ing. Never waa it more manifest that, 
Christ alone can heel the wounds of 
the world.

You speak of the silence of God. 
What would you have Him say? 
Would you have Him rend the heav­
ens and break the stillness of the 
night by crying in a voice of thunder 

J that should be-heard to earth’s remot-
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