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J/E)TDoesn’f God
| Stop the War?

nGLISﬂ CLERGYMA
f God"

«mhe Silence and Inaction o
(ﬂ:rn:on preached at Nicolson
i Edinburgh, by the Rev. Dr, H.
dwyn Hughes, and published in

the Methodist Recorder.)

w) God, keep not Thou silence: hold
pot Thy peace, and be not still, O
God—Psalm LXXXIIL
The Psalmist is protesﬁ.ng against

the apparent silence and mactxon. of

The circumstances of the tlm.e

ver.e not unlike those which prevail

{o-day. The psalm refers to. some

erisis in Israel’s history, particulars

of which have not come down to us.

The pation Wwas threatened by a

great confederacy of its foes. The

Moabites, the Ammonites, the Kdo-

pites, the Amalekites, and Arabian |

tribes from the desert had formed a’

eoalition, and Philistia, Tyre, and g7- |

e the great empire og Assyria W rei

ing assistance. ‘
mrizr Pgsalmist cries out to God '{oi’
ke action in defence of His people.

Wiy has He not done something be-

fore this? There is a note of per-|

plexed impatience in his cry.
jeep not Thou gilence: hold not Thy

o, and be not still, 0 God.” What

does he want God to do? Here is his

angwer:

0 my God, make
jng dust;

As stubble before the wind.

Js the fire that burneth the forest,

And as the flame that setteth the
mountains on fire;

g0 pursue them with Thy tempest,

And terrify them with Thy storm.

Fil their faces with confusion;

Tt they may seek Thy name,
Lord.

And multitudes are askix;g to-day,
fo view of the calamities of the pre-
gent hour—Why is God silent and in-
gctive? Why does He not end the
yar? Why does He allow tens of
thousands of the flower of Europe's
panhood to go to their death? Why
§es He permit Germany to overrun
plgim, and Serbia, and Roumania,
ad now part of Italy? Why does He
wt confound the designs of the Cen-
tral Powers, as those. designs are?
But what would we have God do? We
wwer like the Psalmist—Let God
pursue our enemies, and terrify them,
ad scatter them, and put them to
wifusion, Let God frustrate all the'
miltary plans of the, Central Powers,
and crown with invincible power and
seess every effort of the Allies. It
I very natural that we should ask
meh questions, and make such; de-
mands, but reflection will show 'that
they do not take account of all the
facts.

It God is to intervene with over-
Whelming power to destroy iniquity
wherever it manifests itself, where is
He to begin? Is He to commence
vith you and me, for there is “none
tighteous, no not ‘one?” A man in
business formulates a crafty, dishon-
tst scheme to get the better of his
Deighbor. Ought God to stretch out
His arm and bring him low? When
Vice seeks to lead virtue astray ought
God to intervene and strike the vie-
Ims man dead? You may say that
these cages are very different from
that of a great war, which brings mis-
&y to millions, and no one will dig-
Wree with you, But the question is,
Where is God to begin?

Let us look at the matter, however,
fom the standpoint of war. It God
::g::ve?iyi atcted on the principle
ey :aecl"y much doubt whether 5

e would have survived

the '
brocess. There have been wars

them like the whirl- |

(0]

N PREACHES ON SUBJECT WHICH HAS TROUB-
LED SOME CHRISTIANS.

since the beginning of time. Suppose !
that in the first war God had annibi- !
lated the army of oppressors, and left
the oppressed victorious. That would |
not have ended the trouble. The vic-
torious oppressed have a way of be-
coming oppressors in their turn, and
they, too, would have suffered anniw-
hilation, until by now mankind wouid
probably have been wiped off the face
of the earth.

But the question to be faced is far
wider than that of war. Think, for
instance, of the untold miseries of the

| slave-trade, of natives dragged from !
| their homes, cooped: up in the holds
| of ships, carried across the seas, and

sold into captivity. Think of the t,or-i
ture of the lash, of the torment of
souls treated as chattels, and of the
separation of husbands from their
wives, and of children from their
parents. If there was ever a wrong
that cried to Heaven for redress it
was this, Why did not &od atterly
destroy the slave-tradea @and

slave-owner? :

Come a little nearer Zome.

1

|
It 18|

tories.  Christian men, pillars

raze their factories to the ground?

than 40,000 persons living three or|
more to a room. There are nearly'
7,000 one-roomed-houses. The death '
rate is 12 per 1,000 for those living in
houses with four or more rooms, bat
33 per 1,000 for those in one-roomed
houses. Who is responsible? The re-

sponsibility is fairly widely distribut- | of Humanity. Mazzini said that “Hu-, The peoples
ed, and we have not greatly concern- manity is as a man that lives and i gword of th2 Spirit to do battle for

ed ourselves with this crying evil in
our midst. Why does not God burnf

with fire these death-traps in which | stained path; but it is learning. Wars, | He hath sounded forth His trumpet

men and women live? Why ésss He!

not strike the slum landlords dead? disappointment, and defeat have been | He is sifting out the hearts of men

Why does He not send some terrible
punishment upon the Christian |
churches which tolerate these evil
conditions without making any or-
ganized and persistent protest? You
must ask these questions, too, if you
ask—Why does not God end the war
by the exercise of His mighty power?

But perhaps you say, “I de not ask
all these questions. - Why does not
God sweep away all wrongs? Sure-

i
]

and a happier place.” But would it?
Have you thought the question
through? It would mean that the
world would exist under the dark,
sombre shadow of Fear. We shouli
all live as in the presence of the
policeman and executioner.
around us we should see transgress- |

|

v dire.and ‘sudden S, : created machines of flesh and blood, |53 geath. He hears all the cries of
and we should be in daily terror that | automatically doing right and avold-| .. iexity and pain and desolaticn
QU S Wl cowne, Ae. bemg the ing evil. But He would have sODS, | \pich ageend from human hearts.
HHSE 800 Women (hat we ate, It - I moral personalities, who should fit ’ The sorrow and suffering of the whole

evitably would sooner or later. The |
world would cease to be a place of :
probation, and would be a penal set-:
tlement, in which prisoners would be
led out to execution every day for
violation of the rules. We should’
live in daily terror of transgressing
the law of righteousness, not because;
we loved righteousness, but lest we;
should bring some fearful calamity;
upon ourselves. Progress would be |
impossible. We should never gainj
experiences through failure and de-|
feat, for with every defeat the aven-
ging blow would swoop down upon
us, and if we suryived, we should not
be wiser in the ways of good, but
more terrified of the Vindicator of the
good. There would be no room for

o —

And the Worst is Yet to Come —

' though in suffering and misery,

|tne worta.

| ens and break the stillness of the
| night by crying in a voice of thunder

MILLIONS DIl

Every . year from Consumption,
Millions could have been saved if only
common sense prevention had been
used in the first stage, If YOU ARE
a Sufferer from Asthma, Bronchitis,
Catarrh, Pleurisy, Weak Lungs, Cough
and Colds—all Diseases leadiug up to
Consumption -- Tuberculosis, YOU
ARE interested in Dr. Strandgard’s T.
B. Medicine. Write for Testimonials
and Booklet.

DR, STRANDGARD’S MEDICINE CO,,
263-266 Yonge Street, Toronto.
R R P S R AR RS TR

THE BRITISH NORTH

AMERICAN AGENCIES.
Representatives,

Post Office Box 1131,

St. John’s. Newfoundland

forgiveness in such a world. We
should never learn to love right for
itself, and to make our wills one with
the will of God. We should try to
avoid doing wrong because we feared
the sting of the lash and the gharp
edge of the sword—that is all. The
terrifying, gaunt, black figure of Fear
would hold us in thrall, Do you
think that that would be a better or
a happier world?,

The whole question is a very diffi-
cult one. Write him down a shallow
amd a superficial man who offers you
a complete solution of the problem,
When we have said all that can be

“0'Gol, Dot so long since little children of said there is mystery, deep mystery.
| tender years were compelled to work But a bright gleam of light is thrown i not shoulder their heavy burden of
for long hours in our mills and fac- | upon it by the thought that this|Sorrow and face the future with hope
of ] world is a place of moral probation. and courage, were it not for the con-
churches, defended the practice, and y It is a place where each man may  Soling fellowship of the Divine Com-
{ grew rich by it. Why did not God | test good and evil for himself, so that i panion, Again, God is active in the
| he may learn to choose good because ' awakening of the spirit of freedom in

Come nearer home still. In the fair {it is good, and to hate evil because it | the hearts of the people, Do not make
city of Edinburgh there are more is evil. It is a stage on which the ut- i any mistake. A Divine breath is pass-

most consequences of evil must b2
allowed to work themselves out, evea
that
the exceeding sinfulness of sin may
be made manifest. We must view

| the problem, not merely from our own

individual standpoint, but from that

learns for ever.” It has advanced
along a rough and arduous and blood-
suffering, sorrow, pain, humiliation,
its lot; but it is learning. Slowly
but surely Humanity is being made
perfect through sufferings, and is
climbing the steep ascent of heaven.

‘When God made man He gave him
the gift of freedom. He said, “He

' shall choose for himself. He shall be | Valley of Decision, and God is setting

as God to know good and evil.” It

| was a priceless gift, but a very dan- | ,ots on His left.

gerous one. It had all manner of

! possibilities within it. It meant that {is not merely speaking and acting, He
ly then the world would be a better ,men would be free to choose wrongly | ;o suffering. Our suffering is but a

and to act wrongly. It opened the

jdoor to man’s inhumanity to man, 10, yng He sees the whole area of the

war and bloodshed, and all the name-
less evils that pollute the world.

{ And God, knowing all this, gave US|y ruined lives, and the

frcedom. Why did He do it? Be-

All | cause He would have sons, rot slaves, | 4o ang devilry that defile the earth.

men, not machines. He could have

themselves for fellowship with Him
by choosing good and conquering sin,
and growing up into His glorious
likeness. He would not have the
obedience of terror, but the obedience
of love. A terrible price is being
paid for the gift of freedom, but at no
less cost could moral manhood be
won. The whole creation groanetn
and travaileth together in pain until
now, in order that God may bring
many .sons (not bond-slaves of fear
or living machines, but ®=oms) unio

|-glory.

But do not misunderstand me. God
did not create us free agents, and
then leave us alone to make our
choice, looking on as a detached
spectator. He is not outside the
world, but in it. He is in the strug-
gle, He stretches out a hand to us.
He seeks to guide us in every choice,
He wrestles with us. He enlightens
and purifies us. He nerves our arm

for the fight, and - endues our wills/

with strength for - righteousness.
When we are wounded He ministers,
to us. When we are stricken down |
He lifts us up. When we are dis-|
couraged He enheartens us, _Wheni
we are driven back He enables us to
snatch victory out of the very -jaws
of defeat. We speak of the silence;
and inaction of God. What we mean !
is that we do not hear His voice or*
see His activity. But God is neither
gilent nor inactive.

God is speaking to-day. He i3’
speaking more loudly and clearly:
through the events that are taking,

place than perhaps at any other peri-  E

od in history? Cannot you hear Him?
What is He saying? “Sin coucheth !
at the door.” 1t is sin that is Wﬂnl’-;
ing cries of anguish from desolate
hearts. It is-gin that is furrowing
the faces of wives and mothers with
tears. It is sin that is drenching the
earth with blood. Never was it more
clearly shown how terrible are the:
consequences that spring from apos-
tasy from Christ and His holy teach-
ing. Never was it more-manifest that |
Christ alone can heal the wounds:o ﬁ

g

You speak of the silence of God. |
What would you have Him say?
‘Would you have Him rend the heav~

v b A

est bounds: “Sin ‘coucheth at the
door.” “Jesus saves from sin.” But
if they hearken not to the testimony
of the plain facts of life neither will
they hearken though One rend the
heavens. ;- N
God ‘s acting to-day. ‘What ds. He
doing? 1In the first place,
that in ways that are hidden from us,.
and by methods of love and wisdom
which we cannot understand, He Xs',
working together with those who do
battle for righteousness. “If it had |
side,”

we, in our unpreparedness, |

year of the war.

of conscience, Even rivers of blood
cannot drown conscience. We know
little of what is taking place behind
the veil that hides Germany from us,
but the wireless stations send out
' whispers of protestations which aro
! manifest signs that the leaders of
! Germany are not easy in their con-
! sciences. God is not inactive; He is
| stirring up scared consciences. -And
i remembér this, the final issues of this

i War can only be settled in the sphere |

of conscience, All over the world
God is speaking to the consciences
of men ,and no treaty will bring an
abiding peace unless it salisfles the
consciences of the nations.

Then, too, you can'trace the activ-
ity of God in the comforting of sad
and desolate hearts. There are thous-
ands and tens of thousands in Europe
who would tell you that they could

i ing over the world. The days of ty-
ranny and thraldom and captivity
iand oppression are numbered. Des-
' potism has brought too many evils
. upon the world to be suffered to con-
' tinue. The masses are going to take
| their destinies into their own hands.
are girding on the

the freedom of their souls.
Yet again,

i that shall never call retreat,

before His judgment-seat.
While we bewail the inaction of
i God, He is at work sifting out our
lhearts. These are days of sifting and
,of judgment. They reveal what man-
i ner of men we are, We are in the

| the sheep on His right hand and tae

}

And let me say in closing that- God

i tiny drop in the ocean of His suffer-
; conflict—the ravaged countries, the
| desolated homes, the mutilated bodies,
stained
souls. He sces #l11 the lust and cruel-

| He sees all the sorrow, and wounds,

| world are upon Him. God is on the
Cross once more. Is any suffering
like unto His suffering; is any sor-
row like unto His? And He bears it
all with infinite patience and un-
bounded love, rather. than frustrate
His eternal purpose of bringing
many sons unto glory.

Love’s way is a long way and a hard
way, but it leads -to the goal. Lift
your eyes, and through the darkness
and thick darkness, see the Eternal
Love that speaks and acts and suffers
and endures.

Thrice blest is he to whom is given

The instinct that can tell

That God is on the field, when He

Is most invisible.

H, MALDWYN HUGHES.

When you want Steaks, Chops,
Cutlets and Collops/try ELLIS.’,

§ Photographie
Paper.

Velox Gas Light
Printing Paper.

We have just received a
fresh shipment of Velox
Gaslight Paper of different
sizes; also :

Post
Cards

in packages and gross. Get
-y‘our..supply' now at

not been that the Lord was on our !}

paredness of forty years, in the first -

God is operating also in the sphere ’

THE EVENING TELEGRAM, ST. JOHN’S. NEWFOUNDLAND, MARCH 6, 1918—5

INTER

1 beliove "

UNDERWEAR
UNDER-PRICED!

JAEGER

these.

Men’s Winter-Weight Underwear.

Qur stock of these is a bit heavier than we like it to be,
and to hasten its reduction we make two very special price
cuts. The garments are just what &ou would expect to find
at this Store—shapely, easy-fitting and warm.

Drop in!
Two special prices await you—

$3.0

JUST IN TIME FOR THE COLD SPURT.

Two particularly good lines of

We are more than eager that you should see

per suit
and

$5.75.

il

|
|

It consists of :—

as prices will positively be much higher. °
Furniture within the next three months, will do well to see same.

We have just received another shipment of New Furniture,

Bought at Last Year's Prices, which we will
offer at Old Prices to clear,

Those intending to buy

Sideboards, Extension Tables,
Bureaus & Stands, Chairs, Rockers

in various sizes and prices, Also, a small shipment of

BEDS,

we offer with our Springs and Mattresses, at special prices.

The G. L. MARCH C0., Ltd,

Corner Water and Springdale Streets.

Heroic Rescue Marks
Airplane-wireless

5
An unusual accident’'and still more
unusual rescue occurred Trecently,
says the March Popular Mechanics
Magazine, when a British seaplane,
emerging from a dense mist, crashed

{against the top of a slender  radio

tower. The impact was so great that
the mast was bent far out of line, the
aerial engine wedged between the in-
terstices so that the plane was sus-
pended almost at a right angle, and
the ‘pilot catapulted onto one of the
wings, where he lay unconscious. A
strong wind added terror to the situa-
tion. Fortunately, three sailors were
at the time painting the steelwork
some distance below, and -one of them

Wreek. |
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Just Received by the last Eng-
lish Steamer :

Whitaker’s Almanac, cloth $1.25, paper....65¢c.
Daily Mail’s Year Book, 1918 .. .. .. .. ..27c.
Brown’s Nautical Almanac, 1918 .. .. .. ..90c.
The Nautical Almanac, 1918-19 .. .. ..90c. each
Abridged Nautical Almanac, 1918 .. .. ..65¢.
Ainsley’s Nautical Almanac, 1918.. .. .. ..70c.

We are also taking orders for the Newfound-
land Year Book which is to be published shortly.

e

S. E. GARLAND,

Leading Bookseller, 177-9 Water Street.
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