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Knowling’s 
Book and 

Stationery Dept.
Sunday at Home, $2.25 ea. 
Boys’ Own Annual, $2J25 ea. 
Girls’ Own Annual, $2.25 ea. 
Boys’ and Girls’ Empire 

Annual.
Pears’ Annual .. 30c. each 
Illustrated London News 

Christmas Number, 50c. 
the Graphic Christmas

Number.................... 45c.
Books of Fiction. .40c. up 
Books of Poems.. .55c. up
Novels................... 10c. each
Holy Bibles,

30c. up to $1.75 each 
Prayer, Hymns AJVL,

60c. each up
Prayer & Church Hymns, 

60c. each up 
R. C. Prayer Books,

20c. & 25c. each up 
R C. Bibles,

85c. up to $4.00 each 
Congregational Hymn

Books.............. 55c. each
Sankey Song and Solos. 
Canadian Hymnal.

Limited.
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Evening Telegram
W. J. HERDER, - - - Proprietor 
H. A. WINTER, B.A., - - Editor

TUESDAY, January 16th, 1918.

The Paramount Duty

t
now? Posing, over there In England, 
aa the embodiment ot patriotism! Re
presenting himself as making way 
for those who might better keep the 
pledge he had no intention of keeping 
himself, and which he knows , well 
they will not keep either! If the 
pledge is broken, will it be Sir Edward 
Morris who will be blamed on the 
other side? No! It will be this coun
try, this luckless country that has bad 
more than once to be the scapegoat 
for its politicians. “What a pity!” 
people will say. “Newfoundland 
could not keep its end up! Having 
done wonders, it failed at the last 
when it lost the guidance (1) of the 
best patriot (!) It had.” Is it not 
enough to exasperate to fury anyone 
who knows the real truth of the 
whole position?

And what of his successor? We 
mean his real, not his ostensible, suc
cessor. Dr. Lloyd, we know, Is man 
enough to do his duty were he per
mitted to do it Mr. Coaker, we know, 
is not. If he is, why is not the House 
now in special session to perform 
the one task, to win the one transcen
dent honour, which it has never be
fore been its part to perform and to 
win, and never will be again in the 
whole course of its history. We will an
swer. Because it Is in the power and 
control of men who know not the 
meaning of the word patriotism, of 
men who care not a straw about the 
Regiment or the war, of men who 
would count the dishonour of the 
country a cheap price to pay for their 
own political advancement and the 
furtherance of schemes involving the 
benefit Of one small section of the 
community and the detriment of the 
rest Let the Government now do 
that which it bound itself to do. Let 
the House be convened—it is an easy 
matter. Let the problem be faced— 
there will be no opposition from the 
men the Herald accuses, nor from any
one else. Let Mr. Coaker and his 
obedient servants do this and we, for 
one, will be unstinted in our praises. 
We will call them what we have never 
called them yet, by a name which they 
have never yet deserved. We will 
call them MEN.

Our Volunteers.
The following young men 
offered for the Regiment
voctorHuv • ■
William Coffin, Haystack; 
•P.B.

E. Reid, St. John’s.
A. E. Coffin, Joe Batt's Arm.
William O’Keefe, Placentia.
Fred. Manuel, Northern Arm, Green 

Bay. z
Since the commencing of the New 

Year over fifty recruits have offered 
for the Regiment. From Monday, 
January 12th, to Saturday, 18th, in
clusive, eighteen recruits were passed 
for the Army and one for the Forestry. 
At this rate of going the Regiment 
might possibly pull along but to make 
things satisfactory there will have to 
be a considerable Increase in the num-

The Telegram and 
the Liberal Parly.

The present political situation ip 
this country has now reached a stage

The Menace to f 
the Country.

Editor Evening Telegram.
Sir,—Ï observed in last Friday’s 

where it challenges the serions atten- . jggug 0; the Advocate, Mr. Cooker's 
tion of all mon who have the beet in-1 personal organ, that the Coakeritee, 
terest of the country’s future well-, now that they have by corrupt bar
being at heart ! gaining obtained contrpl of the Gov-

Eleven years have almost passed eminent, do not deeire an early Gen- 
since the Evening Telegram uttered | eral Election. While the House of

The whole energies of 
this paper have been 
directed in the past fort
night towards an object 
which, to anyone not ap

preciating the extreme seriousness of 
the occasion and of the times which 
here begot it, might well appear an 
ordinary political squabble. It Is be
cause we thoroughly feel and know 
that seriousness, and in order to
awaken the country to a sense of the . _ .__.____ ,
danger that threatens tt, that we have ,ber young men coming forward, 
so persistently maintained our at
tacks upon those from whom the dan
ger la aimed. If we can serve the 
same public purpose by relinquishing 
for » time those attacks, we shall be 
Only too willing to do so. Yesterday’s 
editorial in the Herald was virtually 
SO invitation to that effect We glad
ly accept it With the spirit and al
most the whole of the arguments, of 
the Herald’s article we are in com
plete agreement The position of the 
Regiment to-day is such, and all the 
circumstances surrounding it are so 
critical, as to demand Imperatively 
from the country Immediate consider
ation of the problem and immediate 
action.

There are only two questions that 
really need to be answered, and they 
reeolve themselves into one. What 
action is necessary, and by whom 
must it be taken? These questions 
were asked and answered long ago.
There is absolutely only ONE means

Destructive Fire.
At 10.20 a.m. to-day the Central and 

West End Fire, Companies responded 
to an alarm from Alexandra St., and 
on reaching the box were directed to 
the home of Mr. John Pender, Round 
House Foreman with the R. N. C., 
where flames were seen to shoot out 
from the top flat of the building. 
Several streams of water were imme
diately poured into the flames which 
were quickly subdued and at 10.36 
o’clock the all out signal was sent in. 
The fire, the origin of which is un
known, was first discovered in the 
bathroom and was well under way be
fore the alarm was given. Burning 
through the bath room door, the 
flames spread along the hall at the.top 
of the stairs to a bedroom where they 
practically demolished the whole con
tents. The damage, not to speak of 

by which the Regiment can be kept at ' the inconvenience, is estimated to be 
Strength, and so in the fine Division in 1 over $500 on which an insurance of 
which, it holds so fine a place. That $400 is carried, 
menas is some form or another of 
compulsion. We will not go over the 
old ground again. All the decent ele
ments to the country are sick and 
tired of the wom-opt arguments, the 
himdred-times-repeeted persuasions of
those who will not be persuaded, who - #nostnf>ned rJu.„ «referred
are willing to stand by and watch, . ™e. >nh~
doubtless with amusement and scorn, agalnst a man by h,s better baJf for 
others, less able to do it, assume the

Husband Charged 
With Non-Support

harden which they should bear. Whe
ther or not, the situation is now clear 
beyond an possibility of doubt The 
Herald Itself mentions the recruiting 
campaign that ended with the past 
year, and the Herald knows that the 
Government pledged Itself to resort 
to “other means” if the appeals issued 
in that campaign failed. The Herald 
■ays, and everyone knows, that they 
tailed. Who can possibly doubt the 
duty that has arisen in consequence 
or question where it lies? The coun
try, as a whole, has done splendidly 
and done all it can do. The Govern
ment from the beginning has done 
NOTHING. Can we be accused of 
“politics" for demanding that it per
form, and perform at once, the duty, 
not only which manifestly would lie 
upon it in any case, but which it speci
fically promised to perform? Sir 
Auckland Oeddee’ speech in the Brit-

non-eupport of her family will come 
off in the Magistrate’s Court to-mor
row morning. The defendant has 
been brought to task on many occa
sions for this same offence and al-

warni^f to the people of this Colony 
j^fhst the Insidious treachery then 
taking form under the guidance of the 
political Macchiavellt of Newfound
land, Sir Edward Morris.

Our warning passed unheeded by 
the majority of our people. They 
were attracted by the reckless prom
ises conceived by the master mind in 
the conspiracy of deception to sway 
them from thq side of men who adher
ed to the safer paths of development 
and progress. '

They rejected the safe and sane 
guidance ot men wholly and solely 
imbued with unselfish aims, and ani
mated by no desire nor impelled by 
any ambition other than their coun
try’s good and the people's well-being.

Result: eight years of reckless ex
ploitation of the people’s heritage for 
the political and monetary advantage 
of the manipulators of the govern
mental machinery of the Colony; eight 
years of unrestrained squandering of 
the Colony's wealth; eight years of 
the worst methods of Tammany Rule 
to the Government of the Country; 
eight years of unbridled corruption in 
high places which has permeated the 
body-politic as far as its baneful in
fluence reached resulting in the pres
ent disgraceful conditions of public 
affairs.

As matters now stand the Colony 
is confronted with a situation which 
calls for the intervention of all that 
is safe and sane, honourable and in
dependent in our public life if graver 
dangers to our future political autono
my, publical morality and industrial 
development than we have ever before 
been menaced with are to be warded 
off.

From the earliest days of our estab
lishment the Telegram has been the 
People’s Forum. It has never waver
ed in its stand for the Colony’s and 
the People’s rights. It has always 
stood in the breach when malign In
fluences would exploit the people and 
the Colony for the benefit of any class, 
or the enrichment of any corporation. 
The Party it has supported and the 
policies it has advocated throughout 
its whole career "have been the Party 
and the policies which had for their 
basic principles the good, the sole 
good of our country and our people.

When issues fraught with serious 
results to the fundamental principles 
of our political independence showed 
their head, when designs against the 
untrammelled freedom of our Legisla
ture were disclosed, when political 
chicanery was brought Into requisi
tion to mislead the masses to their 
disadvantage, The Telegram warned 
the country and devoted its influence 
to frustrate the designs and artifices 
of the demagogues, and arrest the 
hands of (he political freebooters 
reaching out to enrich themselves at 
the Colony’s expense.

That we were not always successful 
It is needless to mention. We failed 
to turn the masses aside from their 
plnnge in 1908, and the culmination 
of the policy which attracted them 
then is the situation we have present
ed to us to-day.

We have a Legislature which has 
absolutely abdicated Its functions, men 
elected to serve their country as free 
and independent representatives 
bought off to smooth the way to the 
most immoral combination of political 
forces that ever was brought Into

ways managed to “cook” an excuse existence in this or any other British
“L : ~ «“*»“““

ne'er-do-well and a prominent figure corrupt exploitation of the highest 
in police circles because of hie no- positions of trust and responsibility 
torious record. He also holds an jn the gift of the country by men en- 
“honorary” position in ‘hat^brata- trusted wlth them.
worrying organization, 
“the sons of rest”

Personal
Mr. P. H. Hudson left by to-day’s 

express for Boston.
Mr. J. W. Dewllng, representing S. 

Mllley’s dry goods, left by to-day’s 
express for Boston.

I Mr. Arthur Rendait took passage by 
Ish Commons, reported to-day, reveals to-day’s express for Passedena, Flori- 
the seriousness of the mao-power situa- da, U.3.A.
tion as It confronts Britain and the I Mr. and Mrs. R. Rodgers and child 
Ootocles. Could anyone be called a left for New York by to-day’s eat- 
“poUtician" tor standing behind him 1 press. Mrs. Rodgers who has been 

helping him and the Government suffering from a severe complaint will
do their duty? We know he could not. 
We know the politicians are all on 
the other side, with the pacifists, so- 
Ciel lets and ..the rest of the miserable 
breed. We know it is the same here 
in Newfoundland, and that the troll- 
tics hare all been on the side of the 
Government, that nothing but the 
contemptible calculation of “votas," 
a railed Insult to the country, has 
■toed In the way of this Dominion 

to the end. even to the 
price of the last man, the glorious 

' of the Regtmet, which baa, 
urn, no polities In lu ranks. 

„ at the Government's record in 
i the flret and foremost matter be- 

i Bast nine The tbs “=”—--**** 
from the
with the deiwwim of a

Wi
__ » to deliver
t he hinted at It 

------ of

undergo an operation while abroad 
which her friends hope will be suc
cessful.

: grave

openly and 
A little fuse,

and ___

Here and There.
TRAIN MOVEMENTS. - Sunday’s 

outgoing express arrived at Port aux 
Basques at 1.80 pun. yesterday. To
day's incoming mail and freight left 
Port aux Basques this morning. ,

SCHOOL CHILDREN INOCULAT. 
El».- The boys of the Christian Bros, 
School, Si. Patrick’s, have been vao- 

a*ainsi smallpox by Doctors 
ty and Mitchell. The much dread- 
iceace, which ii greatly on the in- 

■hould be a warning to par- 
have their children treated In 

manner.

ed 
crease 
ente to 
a like

GLENCOE SAILED,—The g* Oita- 
era sailed for the west at 11 a.m. tv- 
day, taking an exceptionally large 
freight and the following saloon pas-

Pieroey, George Alfaro, Geo.
J-

To-day the masses ot the people 
stand aghast at the revelations being 
made and see at last the baneful ef
fects of the carnival of political cor
ruption which has been enacted be
hind the scenes since the electors of 
this country transferred their allegi
ance from Str Robert Bond, and chose 
as their guide of the Colony's political 
destinies and director of its govern
mental administration the ex-Premier, 
now Baron Morris.

At this juncture the duty devolves 
upon ns to again warn the people of 
the country, regardless ow political af
filiations, to be on their guard, to 
look closely into the motives of the. 
men who are how using their Influ
encée to away them to their side.

We wnr.i them that the time has 
arrived to rouse from the lethargy 
they seemingly have fallen Into. Pub
lic morality 1» et lew ebb. The 
publie conscience appears to be dead
ened by the miasma of political cor
ruption In which it has been steeped 
for the peat eight'yearn.

There is work for our public men 
of independence. There Is work for 
the Liberal Party. "It li not dead, It 
only ■leepetb," At no time In our 
history was a change In the pblltloal 
oompleotlon of the eonhtry mere es
sential to It* welfare. At no previous 
time was there a more important duty 
and a grander work for the Liberal 
Party to perform. What of It?

When too want something In 
a harry for tea, ge to *

O*

**.

Assembly was in session last June, 
thousands of dollars were wasted by 
these people holding up all legislation 
for weeks, on the plea of justification 
that a General Election was above 
everything else the one thing need
ful. The people of the Northern Dis
tricts were fooled into getting up and 
forwarding to the Advocate newspa
per hundreds of petitions demanding 
a dissolution of the House, and a Gen
eral Election in October last It was 
essential, the petitioners declared, for 
the safety of the country, and the 
pereervation of its honour. Coaker, 
Lloyd, Halfyard, Stone, Grimes, Tar
get!, Jennings and the other F. P. 
Union representatives did their ut
most in support of the petitions they 
had induced the Northern people to 
sign and send forward. Mr. Coaker 
himself, with the blatancy of the 
demagogue and the tactics of the an
archist, did not hesitate to threaten 
revolution in the country. In his pa
per, the Advocate, of date the 28th 
June, It was declared, "the attempt 
by Morris to take advantage of the 
war to keep himself In power would 
be fought to the last ditch. . . . The 
Premier has been made aware that 
grave consequences would ensue if 
such an outrage (as the extension of 
the life of Parliament) was attempt
ed. Well might he hesitate to commit 
this free country to a state of revolu
tion, and just as sure as the sun 
rises to-day, if he does not allay the 
fears of the country over this ques
tion he will have reason to regret it 
. . . Does His Excellency the Gover
nor expect our boys to offer their 
lives for a country which permits a 
few greedy politicians to trample up
on our sacred rights in their lust for 
boodle?" It will be observed that not 
only was the Government and coun
try threatened with revolution, but 
His Excellency the Governor was 
threatened. We now know that all 
this bluster, threatenings, and display 
of Coakertem was only deceitful po
litical filibustering, designed and in
tended to deceive the public, and the 
Fishermen’s Protective Union in par
ticular. We know now that at the 
very time that the fishermen were be
ing urged to get up and forward those 
petitions Coaker, Lloyd and Morris 
were negotiating, or had actually 
agreed upon, “the great betrayal.’’ / 
The proof of this Is In the official 
statement made by Sir Edward Mor
ris in the House of Assrânbly on the 
17th July last» Me said, “I desire to 
inform the House that since we met 
yesterday a new Government has 
been formed and sworn in for the 
Colony. . . . For some time past nego
tiations have been taking place be
tween the two parties in this Legisla
ture for the purpose.” Here, then, we 
have the proof that at the very time 
that the Coakeritee in the House of 
Assembly were encouraging their 
supporters throughout the country to 
get up petitions demanding a General 
Election ; when they were threaten
ing the country with revolution un
less an election were held In October, 
and threatening His Excellency the 
Governor, the representative of the 
Crown, with interference with re
cruiting In this country unless he 
proclaimed an election, they were 
carrying on these negotiations with 
Sir Edward Morris whereby Lloyd, 
Halfyard, Stone and Grimes were to 
receive place and pay In the public 
service, Coaker was to be enabled to 
secure the expenditure of fifty thous
and dollars out of the public funds 
for the Improvement of his business 
establishment in Catalina, and Sir 
Edward Morris was to be paid to go 
out of the country ten thousand dol
lars a year and expenses in London 
as Commissioner for the Colony. A 
blacker piece of political Infamy has 
never dlsgraoCd the history of any 
country, and Coakerite hypocrisy and 
deception will rank with the basest 
acts of Gaffney and Benedict Arnold. 
After the Coalition Agreement was 
finalized no more petitions demanding 
a^General Election appeared In the 
Advocate, no more editorials appear
ed in that paper denouncing Sir Ed
ward Morris as unfit to be entrusted 
with the Government. On the 26th of 
June Mr. Coaker In the Advocate, for 
the edification of the Fishermen’s 
Union, designated Sir Edward Morris 
a "Tammany Agent," an "experienced 
grafter sad boodler,” a "hardened, in
différait Shell-back.” But three weeks 
later he was prepared to place this 
“experienced grafter afid boodler" In 
London as representative of the Col
ony at a eoet ot more than ten thous
and dollars a year to the taxpayers 
of this country. The Coalition Agree
ment wee then eoneummated, Coaker 
and Mi friends were In power, and a 
greet stretch of poeslbtlttlee ley out 
before them If they could only man
ege to continue to hoodwink the peo
ple end et a "Catch «lection*’ have 
themselves confirmed in power for 
the next four years. The Daily News 
which, up to date of the split in the 
Coalition Government, was the of
ficial organ of that Government told 
the public on Saturday hut that it 
was the intention of the Government 
"to spring an election in February, 
before any opposition had time to or

ganise, and when it would be Impos
sible to canvass the districts.” The 
editor of that paper, who, as a mem
ber of that party, was In a position 
to know the facts, has also declared 
that “preparations were being made 
to distribute the ballot boxes to those 
Northern Districts which would be 
difficult of access,” and that "the 
Magistrates were instructed only a 
week or so ago to hurry their work” 
of revising the list of electors. Tem
pos omnia révélai.—Time reveals all 
things. The revelations are but be
ginning.

Yours truly,
VIGILANCE.

January 14th, 1918.

Regimental Honors.
The Acting Minister ot Militia has 

received information that the fol
lowing awards hare been granted;

MBitary Croat—CapL Herbert Ren- 
delL

Distinguished Conduct Metal—793
Sergt Leo. J. Fitzpatrick.

Here and There.
When you want Steaks, Chops, 

Cutlets and CeDops, try ELLIS’.
WEATHER REPORT—The weather 

across country is light N. W. wind, 
fine; temperature from zero to 25 
above.

When yon want Sausages, 
why—get ELLIS’; they’re the 
best.

REIDS’ BOATS»—The Argyle was 
not reported since leaving SL Kyran’s 
on the 13th insL The Home ie leav
ing Lewis porte to-day.

MASONS FOB HALIFAX. —Five 
masons to assist in the reconstruc
tion of the devastated city of Halifax, 
left by to-day’s express.

RINKS GETTING READY. — With 
the advent of frost the city rinks are 
making active preparations. They 
will open before the week end it 
present weather continues.

When you want Roast Beef, 
Roast Veal, Roast Mutton, Roast 
Pork, try ELLIS’.

CARD PARTY AND~ DANCE.—An 
interesting card party and dance in 
aid of the SL Patrick's restoration 
fund, will be held in the T.A. Ar
moury to-night at 8.30.

Stafford’s Liniment cures 
Rheumatism, Lumbago, Neural
gia and all Aches and Paine.

CHEWS SENT HOME.—The crews 
of the Reid Co.’s bay boats, who havq 
completed, their work for the past 
season, have been paid off and sent 
to their homes in the outports by-to
day's express.

MADE PAY WATER BATES. — 
Mayor Gosling had several parties 
summoned to court to-day for non
payment of water rates. Judge Mor
ris gave Judgment against the de
fendants, who must pay up.

VACCINATING-SCHOOL CHILD- 
REN,—To guard against the further 
spread of smallpox the Health Author
ities have commenced vaccinating the 
children In the various schools 
throughout the city.

BOWRINGS’ SHIPS.—The Prospero 
left Moreton’s Harbor early this 
morning, going north. The Portia, 
which was at Sydney bunkering, is 
due back at Channel this evening_and 
is expected to reach here about Sat
urday next.

TROTTING SEASON BEGINS. — 
Trout fishing, according to law, open
ed this morning. Already a number of 
‘gads’ of speckled beauties have reach
ed the local market, being offered for 
sale at from 30 cents a dozen to as 
high as $1, according to size.

EXPRESS COMPANY HAS BUSY 
YEAR.— The Newfoundland Express 
Co. has just completed its -banner 
year, having handled ever 300,000 ex
press packages during 1917. Owing 
to the increased volume of business it 
was necessary to enlarge the staff. For 
the ensuing year the Company antici
pates a still greater increase in the 
number of packages handled.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUN
CEMENT.— A Grand Concert 
will be given, under the auspices 
of St. Margaret’s Guild, in Can
on Wood Hall, Shrove Tuesday 
Night, Feb. 12, at 8.15. The 
Boys of Waterford Hall will re
peat their Trench Scene. Par
ticulars later.—jan!6,li

On Decmeber 3rd, at Kingston, Eng
land, SergL W. Western, of the 1st 
Nfld. Regiment, eon Of Mr. and Mrs. 
P. Western, of St. John’s, Nfld., to 
Nurse Catherine Louise, daughter of 
Mr. O. Carver (Private Detective ot 
Scotland Yard), and Mrs. Carver, ot 
London, England. ,

There passed peacefully away at 
the General Hospital, Sunday after
noon, Jessie, beloved wife ot A. T. 
Wootfrey, aged 16 yean, leering a 
husband, 9 children, mother, 5 broth- 
era, one slater and n large circle ot 
friends to mourn their sad lose, Re
mains left by the 11.10 train for Lew- 
le ports, the home ot the deceased.

Safety, safely gathered in 
Tor .from sorrow, far from sin, 
Passed beyond all grief and pain, 
Death tor thee is truest gain;
Tor our loss we must not weep, 
Nor our loved one long to keep 
From the home of rest and peace 
Where all sin and sorrow owes. 
Passed peacefully away, last even

ing, Thomas J31ouston, lnhis 76U» year.
residence/*-™!

Casualty List.
RECEIVED JANUARY 14th, 1918.

Died of Wounds and Pneumonia at Srd 
Australian General Hospital, Abbe- 
riDe, on 11th January.
919—Private David J, Furlong, Pla

centia.
Died of Wounds (Previously Reported) 

Lieut George Lftngmead, Water SL, 
SL John’s. G.S.W. right chest and left 
leg.

SUD Dangerously Ill, 6th January.
3472—Private Arthur Warford, PL 

Leamington. Previously reported.
3471—Private John C. Butt, Henley 

Harbour, Labrador. Previously re
ported.

8693—Privât# Joseph Hurley, Bren
nan's Lane. Previously reported. 

Seriously I1L
2063—Private Sidney Locke, Burnt 

Arm,' N.D.B. Previously reported.
Previously Reported Missing, Now Re

ported Prisoners of War—Limburg, 
9th December.
3346—Private John Hennebury,

Quid! Vldi.
8670—Private Cheater, Greenspond.

J. R. BENNETT, 
Acting Minister of Militia.

The Freedom of
the Skies*

In all the centuries ' that preceded 
the Twentieth there were two natural 
barriers that separated one country 
from another—the mountains and the 
seas. The history of the world de
pends on some such natural frontier 
sation. States grew up automotically 
behind their sea—or mountain walls. 
England developed, for centuries, her 
individual genius In comparative Iso
lation from the continent of Europe, 
thanks to the strip of sea that cut her 
off from France. As man obtained 
greater and greater command of the 
sea, the English steadily evolved a 
naval supremacy by which they kept 
their shores Inviolate, and out of 
which grew- the British Empire.

In the last twenty years a single 
discovery has altered the face of the 
world. The aeroplane has at one 
stroke abolished all frontiers. The 
aeroplane is still in its Infancy, but 
the urgent pressure of a great war 
has made of tt a very strapping in- 
fanL and in the past three years it 
has been shown conclusively that a 
nation can no longer depend on ,lts 
land and sea forces alone for its safe
ty. The command of the air is an 
absolute essential, not only for our 
victory in this war, but for our se
curity in the future. The work of the 
Royal Flying CorpS and the Naval Air 
Service to-day is so silent and so effi
cient that we in England often fall to 
realise how much we owe to iL There 
is actually no branch of warfare In 
which the men of the air do not play 
a vital part. It is hardly an exaggera
tion to say that the lives and liveli
hoods of those who live at ease at 
home are in the keeping of our 
watchers of the skies.

Their first and most obvious use is 
in the defence of our towns against 
aerial raiders from Germany. In this 
work it is true that they are aided by 
the anti-aircraft guns, but the guns 
alone could accomplish comparatively 
little. Nor is the efficiency of our 
Flying Corps in aerial defence to be 
measured by the number of enemy 
machines brought down in aerial cbm- 
baL The mere knowledge of the skill 
and efficiency of our aeroplane patrols 
Is a powerful deterrent to the organ
isers of enemy raids on British towns.

To the Indispensable work perform
ed by the Air Forces in France the 
communiques of Sir Douglas Haig 
bear daily testimony. They observe 
for the artillery; they establish con
tact, in an advance, between the in
fantry and the Staff; they demoralise 
the enemy’s infantry and transport 
by pepering them with machine-gun 
fire at inconceivably close quarters; 
they drop bombs on enemy aero
dromes, railway Junctions, billets and 
store and ammunition dumps ; and 
they effectively prevent the German 
airmen from adopting similar tactics 
against us. To quote from a single 
G.H.Q. report—that of December 1st— 
“Fifteen hostile machines were 
brought down and three others driven 
down out of control. Seven of our 
machines are missing." Not bad for 
a single day’s work! But the report 
shows how constant must be the 
wastage of material and how urgent 
is the need of maintaining an unfail
ing supply.

If the work of the aeroplane is es
sential to the armies of Sir Douglas 
Haig which are defending Britain in 
France—and it must never be forgot
ten that the chief objective of the 
Germans has always been primarily 
the Channel ports of France and sec
ondarily England, the most hated be
cause the most envied of all bar foes 
—It le no less essential to the work of 
our Navy on the Seven Seas. And It 
Is perhaps at sea that the aeroplane 
has been most directly effective In 
protecting the women and children ot 
Britain from the ravages of war. It 
le not always remembered that the 
deadliest weapon employed againit 
the submarine menace ie the aero
plane, tor by tU help then who pro
tect our shipping are enabled to de
tect the extetenoe of under-water 
oraft How great a part the aero
plane has played in helping to keep 
the seas clear tor the shipping on 
which our national life depends will 
not be known until after the war, It 
ever, but enough information has al
ready been given to the world to show 
that It la one of the principal factors 
in baffling the German hopes ot star

ving out the Allies by the de 
of the world's shipping.

The Flying Corps has bee® < 
ed as the eyes of the army, 
far more than this; It is the «»] 
the British ' Empire. Without " 
planes we should be stricken *1 
mortal blindness, which would r2F 
us powerless not only to see wi 
live.
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GERMANY’S»™ LONG IN

LONDON, To-Day. 
Some ten days ago there was a 
«nar report from Berlin, where a 

i*Jtc«cnt that Count von Hertling 
^"indisposed was coupled with the 
Limor in political circles that there 
L« an intrigue in progress to induce 
Lm to resign on the ground of 111 
Kdth in order to make way for 
"rince von Buelow as occupant of the 
nvmcellorship. Chancellor von Hert- 

shortly after appeared before the | 
dchstag Main Committee to make a 

tatpment regarding the negotiations 
Sth the Russians, and it has been 
itated in Berlin advices that they 
fluid again be presedt before the 
Reichstag this week to reply to Lloyd 

orge and President Wilson.
Itbmabine Menace held but 
I NOT MASTERED.

WASHINGTON, To-Day.
A despatch from London says that 

L different types of vessels, start- ; 
rt in sizes front $8,000 tons down- | 
lards, were being built and that | 

any hundreds of such ships would ; 
! constructed. In a statement made J 
the Commons on December 13, Sir j 

,rlc Geddes, First Lord of the Ad
miralty, said the submarine menace ! 
r his opinion “is being held but not 
iastered.” He stated that Great 
ritain’s shipbuilding was net yet re
ding the losses. “Since November 
when I made the last statemenL” 

r Eric said, “the downward trend 
mercantile losses has continued 

Itisfactorily; the upward curve In. 
irehant shipbuilding and the up- 

„rd curve in the destruction of en- 
ny subs have been equally satisfac- 
y. I have no reason to doubt that 
three will continue satisfactory.”

„• Eric continued that a vast exten- 
bn of shipbuilding facilities was 
Acessary if Great Britain was to 
Iccessfully counter the enemy sub- 
larlne depredations. “Our plans are 
Id. We have got the steel and I 
Tint the men. Unless I have entire- 
fmlstaken the spirit of the country 

will have a response which will 
.jionstrate to the world that our 
Hp tightens as the great struggle 
ntlnues."

GEDDES’ SPEECH.
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LONDON, To-Day.
.ie withdrawal of Russia means 

» not less than 1,600,000 men will Although 
available on the West FronL but I official qua 

Withstanding Russia’s defection ’ a final bren 
- resources of the Allies and of between tli 
isrica are sufficient to assure vie- 1 Bolshevik!, 
”, and nothing but a psychological ; been exten 
strophe can save the Central ig reported] 
rers. Every day the hitting force be transfer 
Britain becomes of greater ito- Lltovsk to 
■tance to the alliance. Russia no that there 
iger strikes for freedom. France opposing d| 

poured forth her strength in the the latter * 
iggle and can’t sustain the full ritorlal quo 
ten Indefinitely. America Is' not clause in tli 

. in the field and months must i jng peace 
ipse before she can advance with a < Trotzky, 
ll stride. Italy has suffered a 1 as jn the ] 
ive misfortune. On Britain and on ; ed recalcii 
skill with which she handles her j German to 

i power in the months to come 1 parties ha 
irythlng depends. At sea we must | live In pea 
supreme, in the air we must win , that it was 

bremacy, and on land we must do didn't desc 
) best we can to fill the gap that tions betwl 
S8la has made till America takes peoples wof 
r place, and all the time we have ttnnes in vj 

[keep our vital Industries going. Bolshevik! 1 
pie the enemy possessed the ad- cleared G< 
htage of an Interior position with from the 
fed railways, they possessed no cor- captured 
pouding advantage in stability and a previous 
Idarity of pvblic opinion. Discuss- sailors at I 

> âge question, he said the Ger- cers, amonj 
n0re uaing b°ys Of eighteen killed, Riil 

[the Russian front and Austria has to have lvq 
I 0,6 limlt t0 55 years. Analyz- fighting ttj I th 611 emy'8^ strength, he declar- the second 
I bh® Germans would be able surrender f 
[withdraw 960,000 men from the and 17 ma
■ xi °n* tbe Austrians would garrison '<.
■ able to release enough to make a of hand, il

. 1,600,000. Sir Auckland as- ported as i
I the House that the Entente Al- taking focj
at present In numbers and mor- bringing 

| w®re on equal terms with the for- selling it 
* ot the enemy at present opposed alist revoj 
Poem, and with the necessary re- stltuent l 
P ce™ents, which would be found posed to > 
f“.g, 6 year, could face any addi- "expense" 
pal forces which the enemy could sheviki ad 
Ps- When the full force of Am- have “pro!

k3106. into Play superiority abyss of I 
r, be established, which would be i Speculate 
L_~_re berahl of complete and final conferenc 

aval personnel, said Berlin bt:
I « r’ had expanded during 1 tical lead 
I war from 160,000 to 400,000. The Ham and 

, more tban 4,000,000 ! participa 
„ vbî ro *B- The combined air now pro 
onn ^creased from 2,000 to 1 stag pea 

1 be total enrolment in arm- armexatk 
S w? had been* 7,500,000. Eng- paper, w 

«■>!? nnnDt£?,*1,?ted 4,630,000, Scot- I know wh 
bon ,’?®®’_'ya|es 280,000, Ireland support i 
B0n’ 'rL ®°mlnions and Colonies enshroudi 
Com# «5 remaining 1,000,000 was Cold we: 

ir' “ative fighting troops, tardlng 1
, . Md carriers; similar fronts, ^
d The Minister de- count is

bis b! “eceszary to raise nature <
loom? ^ -at once from 420,000 and art!
Bute Tn?n?n ,rom olvn 1,fe as an the fact 
ks^v ÎÜÎ2”m :.J”ore mW be , vailed li 

ii? . 1116 coming year. ! ties for
led mw..the Government had , Monday 
Feland fn» tùntroduce conscription I 18,990 th 
nllitarl0^ “e PrezenL nor change, before tl 
»olontee ,n Britain and months
riyn n7?r_ .Government could rled out 
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