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ITALY AND THE POPE.
Xhe Italian press considers the Po 

: a deliberate programme of imp 
t egsinst. Italian unity and institut)
B fiiritto suggests that fresh laws t" 
made to defend the tState 

Church’s encroachments.
LOW PRICE OP WHEAT.

Wheat it down to the singularly 
price of 40s. a quarter. But it mai 
little indeed to the population of Lon 
whether the price of wheat is low, for I 
cessive falls in Mark Lane have hardly I 
appreciable effect on the price of bre 
London. Farmer Turmuts looks pai 
larly gloomy as he turns away in dial 
from the prices offered to him, but iw 
he happens to come to town and looks I 
the London bakers’ shops he will see pll 
ly enough that his necessity is not ourl 
portunity. Large numbers of peopj 
London are paying 7cL, and even as F 
as 8d., for a quartern loaf, which do 
weigh four pounds. No wonder, then 

ggfihat an agricultural contemporary I 
'—$s surprise that at a time when I 

I for the supply of bread to unio: 
i as low as 4^d. the people of T 

v . ere charged 74., and that London shoi 
sivçly submit to be overcharged in the j 
of the prime necessity of life. Our co 
porary’s surprise would cease if its 1 
ledge of London was as comprehena 
its knowledge of the rural districts, 
it never heard of periodical meetir 
bakers in different districts in on 
settle the price that shall be charged j 
many provincial towns, where the n 
of the people have conveniences foi 
jpg, overcharge is impossible ; but ia l 
don nearly the whole of the populate' * 
pend upon the baker.

CANADA IN HIGH CIRCLES.
Some time ago, writes the Londo 

respondent of the Manchester Guard 
mentioned the possibility that Lord I 
ferin would publish a book on his sol 
in Canada, and the literary journals I 
stantially confirmed what I said. I| 
hear that some Vers de Société of 
Dufferin will make their appearance, j 
an open secret that the pencil of the I 
cess Louise and the pen of the Marq 
Lome will be freely employed imme 
after their arrival in Canada.

MR. GOUGH ON MODERATE DRINKE 
Mr. Gough, the eminent tempd 

orator, says the Manchester Goai 
seems, if one may judge from a dis 
recently addressed by him to a Liv 
audience, to be a little less fiery in h 
than some of his associates. The fav) 
target at which are launched the sh 
temperance eloquence is the “r™ 
drinker. ” The confirmed drunk 
many interesting points ; he forms a I 
ful object for missionary effort, 
prove a brand snatched from the 1 
and will at any rate serve as an avi 
ample. The moderate drinker has i 
claims t# consideration ; he scoffs 
advice, is in his heart just as bad| 
drunkard, while at the same time 1 
hides and beguiles the multitude ] 
specious appearance of virtue. Sue’ 
view of many temperance advocate 
Mr. Gough is more lenient in h 
ment. “He was not dunce eno 
stand up before an audience and t 
the moderate drinker was worse 1 
drunkard, and that if a man 
must of necessity become a dr 
On the contrary, he adduced the ej 
of his own venerable father, who liai 

§ at the patriarchal age of ninety-fq 
“steady, moderate-drinking Ch * 
and he did not doubt that numerous | 
ing Christians of a similar cha 
to be found in Liverpool. Inde 
Gough goes so far as to admit that c 
there is neither moral nor physical 1 
moderate drinking ; and he app 
drinking Christian only on the _ 
the benefit of the example of total j 
ence to the weaker brethren, among 
he classes himself. With a still! 
notable concession, he admits that | 
no quarrel with the wine of Scripte 
genuine juice of the grape. “ The 1 
party were fighting against the 1 
commerce and the abominable b< 
country. The wines of Scripture 
thing to do with their public-hou* 
their gin shops.” The truth of t 
observation is incontestable ; and 
Gough will open a campaign i _ 
teration, and instead of cutting 
liquor, try to get it for us of a I 
quality, we can assure him of our ha 
sympathy and support.

ASIATIC TURKEY.
£ The London correspondent of thl 
man writes : —“ I understand that1 
the Continental Governments has jg 
ceived circular reports from vario 
of Asiatic Turkey, and that the tend 
of them is identical. They all agir 
the authority of the Central Gove 
is rapidly declining, that the condi 
affairs threatens to become purely j 
ical, that corruption among the i 
is more prevalent than ever, and 1 
early dissolution of what remain 
Ottoman Empire is inevitable, 
the desire for reforms of a very « 
hensive character existed at 
neple, which nobody believe 
power to carry out such a 
is passing from the 
the Sultan and his advisers, who i 
shallying with the question in urn 
that England will find them money! 
the belief of some of the best 
persons in Turkey that Russian 
with the Porte is now reviving, 
by means of the indemnity wh 
Turks have engaged themselves to 
Russia, the Czar will be able at ar 
to do much to shape the councils I 
Sultan. The Armenians in the r 
stance were sanguine enough to 
that the Anglo-Turkish Conventio: 
secure them a better form of gov 
but having discovered that it . is i 
and that its promises of reform v 
intended to be realized, they are | 
mined to fight for autonomy, and 
common cause with their Mu 
boors. .

“•98.”
On the 29th nit a number of j 

with bands and banners from T 
other towns, on Sunday uncox^ 
manorial cross sixteen feet in heig 
posed of Irish limestone and 
public cross-road near Ferns, Cou 
ford, having on it a rude seule 
crossed pikes and muskets, and tha 
ing inscription :—“ In memory tr1 
John Murphy Mid his heroic follow 
shed their blood for Ireland’s 
'98. Erected by the ’Ninety-* 
God save Ireland !” The Reman { 
clergy were entirely opposed to | 
ceedings. Violent speeches were i 
Mr. Doran, of Queenstown, 
Waters, of Dublin. The chairmi 

' said his ancestors fought and bled j 
ford, and, if necessary, he was $ 
follow their example. Mr. Wate 
knew that very active sympathy 1 
manifested by Russia for Ireland! 
America. Just give her the oppr 
of a war with England, and the \ 
the Northern Colossus would 
sheathed in defence of their native
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ms OPPOSITION AGONY.
To behave with dignity and eelf- 

leepeet, under adverse circumstaaoee, 
gift not vouchsafed to all men. 

Meet people—disappointed politicians 
■especially—are apt to be as irritable and 
■querulous as Job himself, without the 
patriarch’s reasons for repining. The 

Opposition is certainly in a bad 
case. It has been routed, horse, foot, 
end artillery, without the factitious aid 
of a great scandal. Judged solely «pen 
the merits of a policy, and the success 
of an Administration on which Ministers 
and their organs prided themselves, the 
party is now without hope and almost 
without resource. When Sir John Mac­
donald was defeated at the polls in 
1874 he bowed gracefully and, like a 
true statesman, to the popular will, con­
tent to await the time when calmer 
second thoughts and returning reason 
should enshrine him once more in the 
confidence of. Canadians. There was no 
sign of futile rage or even momentary 
peevishness in any of the right honour­
able gentleman's utterances. He had 
been dismissed into ** the cold shades,” 
and there he was content to remain, 
and do his duty, until the people 
had time to awake from then- 
illusory dreams. When Mr. Macken­
zie assumed the reins of power, he was 
treated with exceptional forbearance by 
the Opposition. No attempts were made 
to embarrass his Administration ; he 
was permitted to formulate his “ policy” 
deliberately and in peace ; and the 
Party which had so long guided success­
fully the destinies of the country dis­
dained even those ordinary means of an­
noyance and obstruction every Opposi­
tion has at its command. Having for 
many years ruled in the name and by 
command of the people, Sir John Mac­
donald and his colleagues knew how to 
acquiesce in the latest expression of the 
popular will.

The ’prentice hands who have just 
been ignominiously ejected from office 
for incapacity have enjoyed only 
enough of success to be maddened by 
defeat. K there were a statesman 
among them he would counsel his Party 
to assume the virtues they do not pos­
sess, and at least to affect a moderate 
amount of patience, magnanimity and 
resignation. It is another proof, were 
any still wanting, that the soi-disant Re­
form leaders are charlatans and not 
statesmen ; that their primary object is 
power, not the vindication of principle ; 
and that, having lost the sole purpose of 
their organization, they have nothing 
left but to misrepresent and abuse their 
successful rivals before the new Ministry 
is formed, and whilst the details of 
its policy have yet to be considered 
Before the elections the party journals 
demanded the formal submission, by the 
then Opposition, of a cut-and-dried 
tariff ; but no one was deceived by the 
absurdity of that campaigning clap-trap. 
Those who hav^ no access to the facts 
and figures, kept under lock and key by 
Ministers, may lay down certain broad 
lines of policy, but no one but a knave 
or an idiot could expect them to $11 in 
its details. Nor is it less fatuous or un­
reasonable now to repeat the same de­
mand beftrfe the new Ministers have 
been sworn in, or even selected.

It may not be amiss to remind both 
the Dictator and the ex - Ministerial 
leaders of a fact they do not yet appear 
to have realized—that they are no longer 
responsible for the course of public af­
faira. In pity for their sufferings the 
people have removed the burden of re­
sponsibility under which they groaned, 
staggered, and perspired, and laid it 
upon broader and more vigorous 
shoulders. It is now the role of the de­
feated to watch and wait for the policy 
they have misrepresented, meanwhile 
striving the best they canto possess their 
souls in patience. The new Opposition 
has, no doubt, a long, hard and 
rough road to” travel in any case ; 
but there ft no necessity for making 
it more difficult by crooked wanderings 
into impassable by-paths through quag­
mire and morass. Thê will-o’-thc-wisp 
is there, but the ppople have resolved no 
longer to heed its fitful and deceptive 
tight.

The attitude of the chief organ of the 
late Ministry has been singularly tortu­
ous from first to last. Those who 
glanced at its ex cathedra anathemas
before the elections must be astonished 
at the somersault it has since made. It 

.was tnen its cue to terrify the electors, 
if possible, by a wilful perversion of the 
National Policy. It invented the begy 
of a tariff with duties ranging from 60 
te 96 per cent ; it insisted that if 
Sir John Macdonald attained to power, 
he would copy the United States scale, 
article by article ; indeed there was no 
falsehood too gross and palpable to find 
a place in the columns of the Globe. 
The excuse perhaps .would be that all 
was fair in political warfare ; that it 
falsified and distorted rhetorically and 
for a good purpose. Happily its sinister 
strategy proved a failure. The people 
were neither to be cajoled, bullied nor 
terrified, and the organ sacrificed its 
last shred of veracity in vain.

But it even went further and re­
buked some of the leas prudent of 
its followers, who cried out that Sir John 
Macdonald was not in earnest. Ob­
viously it would never do to attempt, in 
the same breath, to frighten the people 
out of their wits with imaginary horrors, 
and also to assure them that there was 
really nothing to be alarmed at. So 
when some of the minor Ministerial 
hacks ventured to exclaim that the 

lition leaders were insincere, the 
e, seeing the danger of attempting 

to sit on two stools, boldly said, “ We 
“ do not incline to that opinion,” and 
added its firm conviction that if the 
Conservatives succeeded at the polls, 
they would, beyond all question, carry 
out their pledges. Now what has hap­
pened since to throw doubt on the in­
tentions of the new Ministry ? Abso­
lutely nothing. But the ex-organ, now 
that one stool has slipped from under it, 
foolishly hopes to maintain its equili­
brium on the ether. The tune is 
changed, and has creased into the most 
lugubrious of mii^*eys. The journal 
which did “ not inffipe” to the insincer­
ity theory a few weeks ago, now has the 
assurance to call the unformulated 
policy of the Government “a miserable 
“fraud” ; declares that “there is 
“ too much truth in the 
“ of insincerity,” and that 
“ Conservative leader is,
“ only too likely, practising a fraud on 
“ the people. ” The only fraud likely to 
be attempted, for, thank goodness, it 
cannot be practised, is part and parcel 
of the Grit system—first, to utter $tise- 
hoods about the National Policy so as to 
discredit it with the people, and then to 
turr upon the Government and abuse it 
for not carrying into effect a scheme it 
never espoused, but which the Globe 
made out of whole cloth to alarm timid 
people.

*uty of the 
rest on its oars until it 
useful te occupy its 
any rate, in th 
and indecorous either to 
fools and. dupes or their 
fraudulent knaves. The time to criticise 
the Government policy will arrive soon 
enough for the demoralized party 
meanwhile if its journals cannot hold 
their peace they had better continue to 
amuse themselves by indulging in sweet, 
deluding dreams—not to be fulfilled— 
of a speedy return to power.

THE NUMBER OF MINISTERS.
The Globe of Tuesday in an article 

on the Cabinet says : “ Under the act
“ of last session the office of Receiver- 
“ General was abolished, so that there 
“ are now only twelve instead of thirteen 
“ Cabinet offices to be filled.”

Our contemporary is wholly mistaken. 
The act of last session proposed to 
abolish tire Receiver-Generalship, but 
proposed also to divide the Depart­
ment of Justice into tiro depart­
ments, the Attorney-General’s and 
the Solicitor-General’s. In tho Com­
mons the Opposition , strenuoi 
opposed - this division, bnt the 
passed through without amendment. It 
was introduced in the Senate on the 11th 
April, and on the 17th Mr. Scott mov­
ed its second reading stating (Senate 
Haneard p. 681) that “ the proposition 
“ contained in the bill is this—to abolish 
“ one office of the Government (the Re- 
“ ceiver-General’s) and substitute in lieu 
“ thereof another office (the Solicitor- 
“ General’s) in connection with the De­
partment of Justice.” Senator Wil- 
mot moved the three months’ hoist, and 
the bill was thrown out by 34 to 22. 
Mr. Brown voted with the minority, 
and should have known better than to 
make the statement above quoted.

ously

NO SLEEPING ON OUR LA URELS.
The Conservative party have achieved 

a great success, in the beneficent shadow 
of which the country even now reposes, 
expectant of legislation contrasting with 
that of the past five years. But the 
work is incomplete until the Provincial 
abettors of the diacomfitted and dis­
crowned incapables, who have left so 
much to their successors to build up, are 
swept away beyond the possibility of 
doing harm. The main body of the 
army has been routed, but unsubdued 
detachments will soon be come up with, 
who, though quaking in their boots, 
must from the necessity ai the situa­
tion, show desperate fight They have 
no alternative, for, to use Mr. Fraser’s 
elegant language, they are between the 
deni and the deep sea. One or two 
little skirmishes are now going on, and 
the routed and discredited commander is 
sending helpless little missives of 
dolorous cheer-ups to the men in whose 
shivering grasp the tattered flag of 
“reform” waves to and fro. It must 
be confessed the word of command 
sounds very like a wait la 
West Elgin, whence Mr. Hodolns 
came to win West Toronto to the in­
spiriting cry of “ Hodglnb and cheap

bread.” Mr. McLwre fights the battle 
of moribund Gritdom. It is felt that 
the Mow at Government is tottering. 
Under the present circumstances the 
Toronto organ, which has so bedevilled 
the party that trusted in its assumptions 
of wisdom, and statesmanship, and aRo- 
gant dictation, fairly tells its dispirited 
Grit friends ' that the contest rests 
squarely on “ the claims of the Mowat 
“ Government to continued public con- 
“ fidence.” If Mr. McLawb 
is beaten “ the evident conclusion 
“ will be drawn that for some 
“ reason or another public feeling 
“ has changed in reference to.the present 
“ Local Administration. Nor could it 
“ be shown in the circumstances that 
“ such a conclusion was either far- 
“ fetched or incorrect * * This
“ ought to be a matter for very grave 
“ thought to every Reformer, not only 
“ in West Elgin, but in the whole 
“of Ontario, and ought to prompt 
“ vigorous and united effort. ” As a 
reason, for making an effort, we are told 
that “ the Mowat Ministry has a 
“ record which is creditable to all con- 
“ cerned”—except the taxpayers to 
whom it is debitable. We are also told 
that Mr. M. C. Cameron, one of 
our foremost lawyers and a 
man whose great powers would 
make him a personage of mark in any 
assembly in the world, is nothing to the 
mighty Mowat, the Westbury of On­
tario, the great little Premier of bland 
smile and placid ways, who is helpless as 
a lark in the hawk-like talons of the 
most narrow and selfish politician mho 
has ever held a portfolio m Canada, Mr. 
C. F. Fraser.

But the mind of the-public, of honest 
Reformers, and that independent class 
who ultimately control, as well as of 
Conservatives, is awake, and its memory 
serves it well to recall how our timber 
limits were sacrificed, hew our affairs 
have been mismanaged, and how the 
Whole career of the Government has been 
directed as though aiming at ,fi 
a contrast to the economical 
of the late Sandfisld Macdonald. We 
deal elsewhere with the fact not likely to 
be forgotten for many recurring years 
how the present men initiated a bloated 
system of payment to members—a mea­
sure which raised the salaries of Ministers 
and bribed the House to let them raise 
them. Still less can it be forgotten how 
they put the machinery of an Adminis­
trative Act into such a shape that it 
could be used for the base purposes of 
corrupt electioneering, a complicated 
mechanism of bribery and bullying, as 
all men saw not yet a month past. The 
tricky shirking of responsibility which 
has marked them belonged to the charac­
ter of the head, and could 
not be avoided accept by Minis­
terial decapitation.- The. bribes te 
dismissed public servants’ who might 
reveal unpleasant things—the toleration 
only too long of the conduct of Mr. 
McKrllar—do they fancy these things 
are forgotten 1 »

In the North Ridine of Essex Mr. 
Solomon White, an able speaker, and 
one fully conversant with affairs, will be 
able to lay before his future constituents 
all the facts. We hardly think he will 
be opposed. He was unanimously nomin­
ated, Dr. Casoradt, M. Achille, A. Autl- 
lettb, M. Odette, and Mr. MoHuoH,all 
retiring in his favour as the strongest 
and best man. There is some talk of an 
independent candidate, but we should 
think ho one, especially no one having 
Conservative leanings, would play an 
ill-advised and losing game.

In- Centre Huron, Mr. Cartwright 
seeks to enter that Parliament which 
the people of his own county said he 
was unfit to enter, as indeed 
on his own showing, being but a fly on 
the wheel, he was. We may say, in pass­
ing, that our contemporary trices credit 
for Mr. Horton that he is not to be 
Collector of Goderich, but we think we 
may fairly claim the credit of that.

Well, the Grits 
warned airains t ‘ ‘ r 
are to be “beguiled into a «

inactivity,” and a frantic 
Hide to all to work with a will, 

language is reasonable under the c: 
stances, for it cannot be very pi 
for the honest Reformers of »
Huron to be asked to father a ms 
has done so much harm to the country 
as Mr. Cartwright.

CANADA'S MISS BETSEY TROT- 
WOOD.

Our Grit contemporaries are at present 
engaged in that unprofitable form of 
gymnastics known as beating the air. 
They are in a fighting mood and hit 
wildly out at nothing. All their strident 
rhetoric about the National Policy may 
be summed up in one sentence, which is 
the first in an article of a column and a 
quarter, insisting that the Coüservative 
Party, and Sir John Macdonald in par­
ticular, have promised a fiscal policy by 
which our manufactures should be en­
couraged and fostered, and bawling out 
ever and again, “Where are your mea-
• ‘ sures X’ The sentence is as follows :—
“Conservatives are with one accord 
“ to back down from their
‘ ‘ unpleasant position on the Protection 
"question.” This is mere impudent 
un veracious nonsense. It was only on 
Wednesday that Sir John Macdonald 
was entrusted with the weighty and re­
sponsible task of forming an administra­
tion. Before a Minister can state his 
policy he must call Parliament together. 
But there has hanUv yet been time to 
form a Ministry. Was anything then so 
ridiculous ever heard of asto cry out that 
the Conservatives have attempted to back 
down from their position on the Protec­
tion question 1 Mrs. Glass says you must 
fast catch your hare. But before per­
sons assert you refuse to “jug” him, 
they ought to allow you to get him into the 
kitchen. What would be thought of the 
man who should say of a young bride at 
the altar that she had killed the husband 
she was about to marry and strangled 
her prospective family 1 Yet something 
like this is what is being done by certain 
Grit journals. They project themselves 
into an impossible future and write a 
history of wished-for events which will 
prove to be no more like the real events 
than a hawk to a handsaw, and they call 
this literary bile, criticism.

So fa* as we are concerned, we fought 
for a National Policy while the question 
was before the proper judges, and judg­
ment was given in favour of the cause 
we espoused. The defeat of those who 
believe in a purely revenue tariff, lean­
ing as much as possible to Free Trade, 
was complete. But though this defeat 
took place on the 17th ult. it is barely 
thirty-six hours since they resigned. 
What had we to do with further dis­
cussing a question regarding which the 
public were seized of all the facts, on 
which the people had made up their 
minds, and to definite views on which 
the incoming Ministers stood pledged 1 
Our duty, the duty of the public and 
the duty of the Grit journals, now is to 
wait until the new Government has 
called Parliament together and laid its 
measures on the table of the House. 
That will be the time for comment and 
criticism.

The object of such articles as we have 
referred to is plain. They are intended 
at the outset to mystify the public. 
They are not merely the expressions 
of ignorant impatience like that of the 
man who complained that he found no 
difference in the times since the change 
of Government, there having, in fact, 
been no change of Government, no 
change of any kind, but overwhelming 
evidence that the then actual Govern­
ment had no longer the confidence of 
the people. They are the carefully spun 
cobwebs for catching unwary flies, at­
tempts to sow distrust in weak bosoms, 
desperate efforts to say something cal­
culated to injure, when nothing can be 
said. Our contemporary the Globe is, 
in fact, the Miss Betsey Trotwood of 
the hour. You were speaking about 
“ its being a girl,” said Miss Betsey. 
“ I have no doubt it will be a girl. I 
“ have a presentiment that it must be a 
“ girl. Now, child, from the moment 
“ of the birth of this girl—” “ Perhai
“ boy,” my mother .took the 
erty of putting in. “I tell you 
“ I have a presentiment that it must be 
“ a girl,” returned Mr. George Brown 
—we beg pardon — returned Miss 
Betsry. “Don’t contradict.’ ” Time 
flew on. “ ‘ The baby,” said my aunt, 
“ how is she 1” “ Ma’am,” returned
‘ Mr. Ommr, “ it’s a boy.” My aunt 
‘ said never a word, but took her bonnet 
‘ by the strings, in the manner of a sling,
• aimed a blow at Mr. Chillep’s head 
‘ with it, put it on bent, walked out and 
‘ never came back. ’ Mr. George Brown 
is Miss Betsey in his certainty as to 
what the National Policy is going to be. 
A few months, perhaps earlier than a 
few months from this, some political Mr. 
Chtllip will inform him that his pre­
sentiment, like hers, had nothing in it 
That he will then grow as angry as Miss 
Betsey, we axe sure ; but whether he 
will vanish like a “ discontented fairy,” 
time alone can ' tell Meanwhile the 
people will know that our Miss Betsey 
Trotwood’s wish may be father to the 
thought she utters ; but neither her 
wishes nor her thoughts, most happily 
for this awakened country, any longer 
control events.
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ra® WESTERN ELECTIONS.
The Greenbacks» in the Western 

States have met with terrible reverses, 
and it is almost safe to predict the early 
demise of the rag-baby. The Republi­
cans came out straight for hard money, 
while the Democrats “ pooled their 
“ issues ” with the Greenbacks». This 
coalition demanded the repeal of the re­
sumption Act, the effect of which would 
be the indefinite postponement of specie 
payments and the steady widening 
of the gap between coin and paper 
money, with a certain increase in the 
volume of irredeemable paper money. 
This was the issue, and the result will 
put a damper on the inflation and re­
pudiation theories, and kill out Kear- 
neyism.

In Ohio, where the rag-baby was bom 
and cradled, the champions of honest 
money won a tremendous victory. At 
the election two yean ago they had, on 
Congressional candidates, a majority of 
only 6,000, and they thought they 
would do well this time if they 
elected five of the twenty 
members who form the Congressional 
delegation of thê State. They had to 
encounter a coalition of the most formi­
dable character. There was the Demo­
cratic party, which, on the State ticket, 
had beaten them over 22,000 votes, and 
the Soft Money ticket which had a 
strength of over 32,000. If the latter 
had any strength at all, it should, aided 
by the Democrats, have carried not only 
the State ticket by from 36,000 to 50,- 
000, but it should have elected four- 
fifths of all the Congressmen. Instead

the
10,000 majority.

, hard money has won by a 
of from 7,000 to 9,000 votes. In 
the Democrats have won, for here they 
kept out of entangling alliances with the 
Greenbackera.

It is satisfactory to know that the re­
pudiation theories that spread among 
our cousins like a plague have worn 
themselves out in the section where they 
first originated. Their collapse in the 
Esst will not be long delayed. Butler’s 
campaign in Massachusetts, where money 
is the issue, will be seriously affected by 

mi

upon the taxpayers who 
. . _ —m $10,000 a year more 

off or than their predecessors. Their course 
but has in this respect is neither economical nor

the result in the West ; with his de- have led to them c
feat, the cry about “ bloated capitaliste” they ended, but are 
and “lecherous gold-bugs” wUl proba- and at work. A 
bly cease forever. The Democrats who 
have dallied with the Greenbackera must 
now be convinced of their deplorable 
blander.

THE APPOINTMENTS.
“ What ought to be done is to estab- 

“ liah aa a principle—departure from 
“ which in any case is an sot of political 
“ immorality—that as soon as an Ad- 
“ ministration determines on relinquish- 
“ ing the reins of power, its patronage 
* ‘ ipto facto lapses. ” This was the doc­
trine Mr. Mackenzie’s chief organ laid 
down in 1874, yet to-day it will probably 
be found defending the numerous 
appointments that he has made contem­
poraneously with handing in his resigna­
tion. The list, so far aa can be ascer­
tained at this time, is as follows :

Salary.
Judge Tsschereau, Supreme Court $ 7,000 
Mr. Weatherbee, Supreme Court,

N. 8..............  5,000
M. H. T. Taschereau, Supreme

Court, Quebec.............. 6,000
Mr. Bell, County Judgeship, Kent 2,400
M. Laf ram boise, Judgeship, Gaspe

District.......................... 2,500
Mr. Buckingham, Deputy Minister

of Interior.................... 2,800
Mr. Webster, CoUectorship at

Belleville................................ .. 1,400
Mr. Horton, Finance Department 2,200

$28,300
On the 3rd November, 1873, some 

days before Sir John Macdonald re­
signed, the Globe thus referred to the 
appointment of three County Judges ; 
“ There was no necessity for hurry in 
“ appointing these men, save what arose 
“ in the mind of a Ministry which, feel- 
“ ing the sand giving way beneath its 
“ feet, desired to reward its supporters. 
“ * It is evident that they are merely 
“ providing for partisans, and it is very 
“ questionable whether patents issued 
“ at such a time an# by such men, 
“ should be allowed to stand. It is 

interest and 
waiting 

[owed to
“ make important appointments, in- 
“ volving alike the public interest and 
“ public morality.” If this were true 
of a Ministry that had not been beaten, 
but was in the full enjoyment of power, 
with what face will our contemporary 
declare that the appointments just an­
nounced are defensible and the patents 
valid Î

AFFAIRS IN AFGHANISTAN.
The latest news from Afghanistan 

decidedly breathes of war. Already the 
London and Provincial dailies have pub­
lished all the available information 
about the territory to be invaded, its 
history, people, military, geography, 
etc., illustrated by maps indicating the 
chief towns, mountain ranges, passes, 
and the main strategical, points. The 
change which the spirit of modern push 
and enterprise has wrought in British 
journalism — metropolitan journalism 
especially—is surprising and noteworthy. 
Not many years ago the idea of a map 
or a picture in the Timet would have 
made Barnes and some of the old school 
imagine the pilla» of this mundane 
fabric were about to be loosened. But 
the Thunderer now follows suit with its 
contemporaries, and brings in the aid 
of the draughtsman to give point to the 
able descriptive sketches supplied by its 
special “ commissioners.” It used to be 
said aa an apology for reading novels— 
Scott’s novels beyond all others— 
that they were useful at any rate 
as teachers of history. Of modern war 
under the new newspaper regime, one may 
urge that it has become at least a royal 
road to geographical enlightenment 
We have all recently revived our for­
gotten knowledge of the East, topo­
graphically and generally, through the 
medium of the war with Russia. Every­
thing about the magnificent Turk, his 
characteristics and belongings, is as 
familiar to old and young aa the Big 
Push letter, or the cardinal principles of 
Grit standard-elevation. The course of 
events and the ubiquitous “ own cor- 
“ respondent” now hurry us off to an 
even more mysterious and interesting 
race of people, looming on the horizon 
of eventa, as the next disturbere of the 
world’s ordinarily placid current, and 
invite us to speculation on the pros and 
con»—what the Afghans are capable of 
doing ; what our own forces are able 
and likely to do, and what, as the late 
Joseph Huxe used to say, is likely to 
be the “ tottle of the whole,” or, in 
other words, the cost in men and money 
of impressing on Sheer Ali a proper 
sense of British energy, power and re­
sources.

It see 1ms to be generally admitted even 
by those whose national complacency in 
such affairs always leads them to assure 
us that there can be no doubt about the 
final issue, that there will be some hard 
rough-and-tumble fighting ere the cross 
of St. George is seen waving on the 
fortresses of CabuL The population of 
Afghanistan, mart from the border 
tribes, is roughly estimated at four 
millions, spread over a difficult country, 
with tremendous mountain ranges, about 
double the extent of Great Britain and 
Ireland. It is a country naturally strong 
defensively, besides this it is inhabited 
by a bold and hardy race, who love fight­
ing for its own sake—even the women, 
according to some accounts, being ready 
and able to give a strong contingent to 
the affray, while boys of _«ix years of age 
can hit a mark with a matchlock 
bullet. At least 600,000 “ strong fight- 
“ing men” can, it is estimated, be brought 
into the field by the Ameer, a force 
capable in a rough and in many parts 
inaccessible country of giving serious 
trouble to invaders. We may, perhaps, 

upon some native auxiliaries 
the border tribes or even among 

themselves. But treachery 
leading characteristics of

are the bel- 
them. Each 

side being thus always prompt to toe the 
scratch, a pacific finale can scarcely be 
looked for—and so men’s minds are 
again turning anxiously to the far east— 
speculating whether the coining contest 
trill be a mere local affair, or whether 
the whole Eastern question lies behind 
it, ready to come to the front in a war 
with the European Colossus of the 
North. All Afghan wars have possessed 
a peculiar vitality. The causes which 

did not disappear when 
still in existence, 

vague, ill-defined ap­
prehension of Russian influence in In­
dia is no doubt at the bottom of the 
present embroglio, though the topic of 
interest for the moment is no longer the 
feasibility of Russian advance, but of 
the practical difficulties in the way 
of a forcible British entry into a 
country owning a warlike race of people 
favourably posted, well led, and ani­
mated with the courage and resolve of 
patriotism, fanaticism, and bitter hatred 
of the invade».

The strength of Afghanistan, apart 
from the great fortress of Ghuzni, and 
other artificial strongholds, and the 
martial character of its hardy in­
habitants lies, undoubtedly, in its chains 
of mountains, which prove as stubborn 
impediments to an advancing force as 
the Welsh mountains proved to the 
armies of Rome. The country is tra­
versed across the centre from east to 
west by a stupendous range—called the 
Hindoo-Kooeh or Hindoo- Koh—some 

•of the peaks of which are 18,000 feet 
high, and covered with perpetual snow. 
There are other parallel chains, and 
ranges running from north to south. 
Practically, in short, the whole land is a 
mass of mountains interspersed with 
valleys, and with many rivera form­
ing additional natural obstacles to an 
invader. Not much is known, how­
ever,of even the principal streams, while 
in parts water is said to be scarce. Pro­
visions in many places are difficult to 
get. In fact the routes by which the 
Indian forces must advance on Cabul, 
Candahar, Herat, and other important 
stations may summarily be set down as 
mere jumbles of valleys and hills, with 
small plains where water and provisions 
are hard to obtain. The difficulties are 
thus often rather of a physical than 
military kind, as the Indian troops are 
used to mountain warfare, and have 
artillery and other appliances specially 
designed for it. The troops under Sir 
John Keane, in 1839, suffered great 
privations in the bare and rugged 
stormy defiles. It is pointed out by the 
Daily News that though the Indian 
officials and generals have a better 
knowledge now of the difficulties to be 
encountered, and how to meet them, 
yet on the side of the Afghans the con­
ditions of mountain warfare have greatly 
changed, and it will, at least, be pru­
dent to assume that the Afghan passes 
in the hands of defenders will prove in 
these days less easy routes y than they 
were in previous campaigns—in fact, 
will prove serious difficulties. There is 
undoubted force in this. Invaders are 
not tiie only persons who profit by the 
experience -gained in a campaign. If 
one side recognises its mistakes, so does 
the other. The French would probably 
make a better defence of Paris against 
the Germans, should such again be 
called for, than they did some yean ago 
—not that their defence then failed m 
strategy or bravery, but that they 
would better know what the enemy 
would be likely to do. On the whole, 
it seems likely that though the skill, 
valour and resources of the Indian army 
may be expected to triumph, a “ tough 
“ job ” is before it—not unremoved 
from the possibility of obstacles, not to 
say reverses, for which at present it does 
not bargain.
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MR. MOWATS ECONOMY.
The St, Thomas Journal is boasting 

of the economy of the Mowat Ad­
ministration, and seeking to persuade 
the electors of West Elgin that the 
affairs of the Province were never ad­
ministered so cheaply. The financial 
situation of Ontario is not to be dealt 
with in a column or even two, but it 
will not take much space to show that 
in one very important particular, at 
least, our contemporary is wrong. .

The salaries and indemnity of the 
members of the Sand yield Macdonald 
Government, including the 
to Dr. Ryerson, the Chief 
dent of Education, whose duties are now 
performed by 
follows

and los^te "hundreds^of people^; w^T^ ^ ^ prevalent in ComBg.

outrage u] .............. '
ing them

and i 
are paying

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Sir John Macdonald has been elected to 
sit for/Victoria, B.C. There will therefore 
be a new election in Marquette.

Adelaide, Australia, carried off the prize 
for wheat at the first World’s fair in 1851, 
and has won the prÿse st Paris also.

Inasmuch as it took Mr. Mackenzie 
over three weeks to make up hie mind to 
get out, the organs should give Sir John 
Macdonald at least s week to geli get in.

We learn that the Conservative party in 
West Hastings have determined to contest 
the seat of Mr. James Brown. Many evi­
dences of gross corruption are in their

The workingmen of Ottawa are prepar­
ing to give the new Premier a grand recep­
tion, convinced that when they ask him for 
work he will not tell them to go and colon­
ize the North-West.

In 1874 Mr. Horton was elected in Cen­
tre Huron by 780, and last month by 171 
—a reduction of 409 votes. The same 
process applied to Mr. Cartwright’s candi- 
didature will leave him where Lennox left 
him.

Says the St. John Freeman :—“A more 
just and truly liberal man than Mr. Mac­
kenzie has never been known in the public 
life of Canada.” Truly liberal ! Well 
may Mr. Anglin say that. By printing 
contracts fanned out—$18,000 !

A Mr. Badgerow, about the last survivor 
of the Black Bottle Brigade, has been 
nominated for the Local House in East 
York ; and the Reformers there are en­
quiring what Mr. Lane has done that he 
should be unceremoniously set aside for a 
Chancery stripling.

. X
The New York Tribune is publishing the 

cypher despatches sent by the Democratic 
manage» to Tilden during the crisis of 
November and December, 1876, with trans­
lation». They show unmietakeably that 
Tilden’s lieutenants contemplated buying 
up the Presidential electora in- Florida. 
Their plans, however, miscarried owing to 
Tilden’s delay,

CANADIAN.

Mr. William Robins, of this city, is pre­
paring a political chart of Canada, forty by 
thirty inches, showing the various con­
stituencies, with colon» denoting their 
Conservative*»Reform representation, and 
also the changes that have taken place since 
the general elections of 1874. It will be a 
most useful work, and cannot fail to com­
mand a large sale.

Opposition newspapers which are 
clamouring far the National Policy should 
remember two things :—(I.) It will take 
time to work out the details of tariff re­
organization ; and (2) their friends qpme 
into power on the 5th November, 1873, 
with a policy of Reform, yet they had not 
submitted it to the country np to the 9th 
October, 1878, when they resigned.

The Nova Scotia Government, which fell 
with Mr. Mackenzie’s Administration on 
the 17th ult., resigned on Tuesday, and Mr. 
8. H. Holmes, the senior member for 
Pictou, was called on to form a new Cabi­
net Mr. Holmes was bom in 1839. He 
is a lawyer, and has been for many yea» 
editor end proprietor of the Piéton Colonial 
Standard. He waa first returned to the 
Assembly in 1871.

The American Christian Review gives the 
following stations on one of the numerous 
roads to ruinas follows :—1. A social party ; 
2. Social and play party ; 3. Croquet 
party ; 4. Picnic and croquet party ; 5. Pic­
nic, croquet and dance ; 6. Absence from 
church ; 7. Imprudent or immoral conduct ; 
8. Exclusion from the church ; 9. A run­
away match ; 10. Poverty and discontent ; 
11. Shame and disgrace ; 12. Ruin.

a sixth Minister, were as*

$4,000
3,200
3,200
3.200
8.200
4,000

Indemnity of five Miniate» at $400

these wild and warlike hordes, and they 
may turti against usât a critical moment, 
when least expected. As regards scrim-

$20,800

2,000

Per annum...........................................$22,800
On tiie other hand, the memben of the 
present Administration draw as follows :
Attorney -General..............................$ 5,500 Ma „
Treasurer........................................... 4,500 ®r« w.
Provincial Secretary......................... 4,600
Commissioner of Crown Lands.... 4,500
Commissioner of Public Works... 4,500
Minister of Education.................... 4,500

In March, 1877, Rev. James Baird, a 
gentleman over seventy yea» of age, was 
appointed Postmaster at Port Hope. He 
has resigned and Mr. Lewis Roes has 
secured the office for his son, a lad of 
twenty, with no experience. The feelings 
of the old heads of the party, the veterans 
who have spent time and money in putting 
down bribery and corruption in East Dur­
ham, may be imagined.

If Mr. Cartwright is beaten in Centre 
Huron, says an organ, he will surely be 
returned in one of the Oxfords. The 
County of Oxford is a home for political 
foundlings. When Mr. Mowat descended 
from the Bench, he found shelter in the 
North; and poor Mr. Crooks, after a weary 
perambulation, rested in the South. Ox­
ford will go down to history, however, 
the mother of Adam Oliver.

Referring to the projected alliance of the 
Rouges with the Conservative! in Quebec, 
with Protection as the basis, the Witness 
■ays :—“ This is certainly a very conveni­
ent and natural time to jump the fen

that feat performed by mul­
titudes as often aa such occasions come 
round, and it may be looked upon as cer­
tain that instances of it wUl not be lacking 
on the present occasion.”

Indemnity of six Minis ten at $800 
each...................................................

$28,000

4,800

Per annum..................................  $32,800
In other words, Mr. Mowat and his 
colleagues draw $10,000 a year more 
than the memben of the first Adminis­
tration, and certainly the Province is 
not any better governed. Sandfisld 
Macdonald and his associates attended 
to their business. They employed no 
Commissions to aid them in framing a 
measure or selecting a site for a public 
institution, and never fed the young 
ravens of the Court of Chancery with 
fees for administering estates, which 
means making ^àut bills of costs against 
the ill-starred property. Mr. Mowat 
obtained the sixth Minister and the 
increase of $1,500 a year in his own 
salary and $1,300 a year in the salary of 
each of his colleagues, by represent­
ing to the Legislature that five Min­
iate» were unable to do the work, and 
that even the six would be compelled to 
give up their private business and devote 
themselves entirely to the public service. 
Those were false pretences. Mr. Mowat, 
Mr. Crooks, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Pardee 
and Mr. Hardy never lose a brief by 
their devotion to their public duties ; in 
truth, their public duties suffer through 
their devotion to tiieir briefs. Last fall, 
too, they began stumping the country 
with the Dominion Ministers, and all 
this year a stranger would have been 
puzzled to know which of the two sets

The Battleford correspondent of a West­
ern contemporary thus refera to Mr. Mac­
kenzie’s sorveyora in that region:—“Most, 
or all of these parties are organized evi­
dently to give a few favourites s * soft 
thing’ st the public expense. They arrive 
here about the middle of the summer, 
camp and go shooting for a month or so, go 
to a certain point, drive a few stakes, and 
get back to Ottawa in'the fall having had 
a summer’s picnic.”

Are the Heavens falling ? Read this 
from the Ottawa Free Press :—“ There is 
no denying the fact that the outgoing Ad­
ministration fell short of the expectation! 
of many Reformera, who anticipated whole­
sale retrenchment in the public expen 
tore as the result of Mr. Mackenzie's i 
vent to power, and who were naturally and 
properly dissatisfied with other acts of 
which independent Reformera could not 
approve.” Or is our versatile contempor­
ary preparing for another fence feat !

The Chicago Tribune «ays every article 
of furniture for the new Queen’s Hotel, 
Dundee, was made in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and that the proprietors made a saving of 
about 25 per rent, by purchasing in 
America. The correspondent states further 
that another large hotel, just about to open 
in Glasgow, is to be fitted with American 
furniture from another factory. Will 

ibody who is a medium consult the 
s of Basl

somel
shade stiat on this matter ?

t £ ,kniAting £sctory “ to be started in St 
o onn s, Que.

Ibe Eastern Townships are doing a 
lively trade in the exportation of sheep 

Firewood is very cheap in Quebec It 
rolling at $2.50 per cordon the wUrves 

The rate of taxation in London townshb 
has been fixed at six mills on the dollar. P 
, Thibault has fully resolved to con- 
testthe election of Mr. Bechard in Iber-

Rev. Mr. Courts, Baptist minister of
GueSphWOO<i’ aCCepted a Ml1 to

Nspanee shipped 3,701 dozen eggs and 
1,354 boxes of cheese last week, principally 
to Boston. *

Rev. C. C. Johnson, of Pert Perry, has 
raspberry bushes in flower and bearing 
fruit in his garden.

Miss Wreden, s Quakeress, one of the 
Ohio crusaders, is lecturing on temperance 
in Eastern Ontario.

The Newburgh-people are jubilant. Their 
taxes have been reduced from two cents 
last year to lj rents this.

A passenger ear is now being run on the 
North Hastings railway, and fencing and 
ballasting are proceeding rapidly.

Mr. Clayee, the defeated candidate in 
Misaissquoi, has given up the idea of con­
testing the election of Mr. Baker.

A by-law raising $4,000 for the erection 
of a model school in Bradford was voted on 
last week and carried unanimously.

The Grand Trunk station, at Clinton, 
was broken into a night or two ago, but 
only five dollars was found in the till.

A by-law granting a bonus of $12,000 to 
the Bobcaygeon and Lindsay railway will 
be voted on in the Township of Harvey on 
the 5th November.

A by-law repealing the Donkin Act in 
Peterborough has been passed by the Town 
Council, and will be submitted to the rate­
payers on December 6th.

Miss Dods, an English lady of experi­
ence, is about to organize cooking classes 
in Kingston, where women will be taught 
all the arts of the cnisine.

The Eastern Townships volunteers who 
were called into Montreal on the 12th of 
July last, are about to sue the Corporation 
of Montreal for their pay.

The iron on the Victoria Extension rail­
way has been laid within five miles of Hali- 
burton, and the road will be open to that 
place on the 15th November.

Mr. Adam Weir, of Puslinch, has an ap. 
pie of the gloria mabdi variety 5( inches m 
diameter, 15J inches in circumference, and 
weighing a pound and three-quarters.

It only takes $6,425 per annum to pay 
the salaries of civic officials in Stratford. 
The lamplighter receives twice as ranch as 
the Mayor, the latter only getting §200.

The first shipment of iron ore from tiie 
Snowdon mines, about ten t4hs, has been 
made to Sodus Point, N. Y., by way of the 
Victoria and Whitby A Port Perry rail­
ways.

The custom house and post office building 
now in course of erection has neither cellar 
nor vault, both of which are to be added at 
ipeat expense. Another relic of Grit 
avonritiam and incompetency.

A man named Currey was gored by a 
bull at the St. Stephen, N.B., fair, and a 
wound thirteen inches long and very wide 
and deep made in his side. He lingered 
for a day or two and then died.

Arthur village laments the departure -of 
T. W. Fields, a young man who located 
there ten months ago aa a jeweller. He 
sold his stock for $200 and departed. The 
stock was afterwards seized for rent.

The man recently tried st Winnipeg and 
acquitted on a charge of stealing a coat, has 
commenced an action against lieutenant- 
Governor Canchon for defamation of char­
acter. The damages are laid at $5,000.

A Winnipeg Free Press 
the discovery of gold in paj 
by two experienced miners I 
st the foot bridge crossing at Battleford. 
The crops in that locality are satisfactory.

It is rumoured, says the Thombury 
Standard, that the Hamilton and North- 
Western is negotiating with the Northern 
for the purchase of the Grey Extension, 
with a view of extending it to Owen 
Sound.

Mr. Stephen N. Chandler, eldest son of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of New Bruns­
wick, while driving a lively young colt 
near Dorchester, N.B., was thrown from 
his carriage and instantly killed, his neck 
being broken.

A young man named Home, who emi­
grated to Winnipeg last spring from On­
tario, was out shooting on Lake Manitoba 
a few days ago, when bis gun caught, and 
going off, the contents lodged in his chin, 
killing him instantly.

Mr. Shsnly, Government engineer, is 
now is Montreal, engaged in adjusting the 
claims of Mr. Macdonald for work done on 
the Montreal, Ottawa & Occidental Rail­
way before it was taken possession of by 
the Quebec Executive.

Lumbering operations are being more ex­
tensively entered upon in the Belleville 
district this season than for some years 
past. A large number of men have been 
sent to the woods by the various firms, and 
more will follow shortly.

Some responsible parties have taken 
hold of the project for constructing a street 
railway in St. Catharines and through to 
Merritton, and there seems a probability 
that the work will shortly be commenced 
and poshed on with vigour.

A pitiable sight was witnessed on the 
streets of Winnipeg the other dav, a well- 
dressed woman under the influence of 
liquor being given in charge by her hns- 
band, who feared if the was not locked up 
she might find her way to some den of in­
famy.

At the Brock Township show, at Sunder­
land, was exhibited a small circular piece 
of paper, half the size of a five rent piece, 
on which was written the Lord’s Prayer so 
legibly that it could be read by the naked j 
eye. It was the work of Mr. N. E. 1 
of Port Perry.

A farmer of Brighton recently made a 
bet of ten dollars that he could find a man 
who would eat six prends of fat pork at a 
meal. When the man was forthcoming he 
declined to make a beast of himself, al­
though the pork had been nicely boiled and 
daintily prepared.

The Windsor Y. M. C. A. is not finan­
cially prosperous. The Essex Record says 
unless steps are taken to gather fumls 
shortly, some of the members may find 
themselves in an awkward position, as 
accounts due from the Association have 
passed from private to official hands.

Two young men of Windsor have been 
detected going over to Detroit and return­
ing with new suits of clothes without pay­
ing duty. Their modus operandi was to 
leave their undercoats and vests at heme, 
and then start out with their overcoats on, 
returning fully dressed in a new outfit.

Mr. Archibald Hogg, a resident of Pal­
merston, a young man aged about twenty- 
eight, was killed at the railway crossing at 
Hespeler on Wednesday night last. De­
ceased was acting as brakeman on the night 
express. His brains were dashed out oy 
his head coming in contact with the 
bridge.

A young man named Cameron McDonald, 
employed on the farm of Mr. Alex. Robert­
son, boundary line of Howick and Grey, 
met with an accident on Monday last 
which proved fatal. While engaged log­
ging, a handspike was by some means very 
forcihly thrown at him, striking him in the 
abdomen.

Some industrious individuals circulated 
the report throughout Brome that Mr. n. 
W. Lynch was about to resign his seat in 
the Quebec Legislature. That gentleman 
writes to the St. John’s News giving the 
story » most emphatic denial, and stating 
that he is well aware of the source whence 
it emanates.

.Briggs,

ITEMS.

The Government *e about to 
General Prison for Scotland, and v 
it in Renfrewshire.

It is said that so far as the reg 
have gone, the Conservatives are , 
isfied with the results.

The Birmingham Conservatives J 
scribed about $40,000 to contest c 
seats at the next election.

New permanent fortifications a 
to be constructed st Hong Kong i 
sure with tiie plans of the Colonie 
ment.

A city firm has received a teleg 
Rangoon, stating King (of 
abdicates favour of Prince Theebai 
ness prevails.”


