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*IWing and Wing’ {is ome of the novels that

Cooper _awcrote after that period in hiz ecareer

when he embroiled himself in feuds and suits in |

own country, after having antagonized all
Fuwrope with his doughty baitles fo prove the
prricetion of a4 acy as inst royalty.
e the 1 &, periodieals and low courts
country gounded with his lusty blows.
cace w clared  he was well beyond
Ih year Then he amazed and delighted
d with “Two Admiraly’> and *“Wing and

and ten other movels.

day in 1798 a fair)
steering toward Porty Farrajo in
Island of Elba, which was to become
fier years as the residence of

fE\H\\'.\RI) the :& of 4 fine August

famous in a
poleon. She was a three-
spreading an enormous
" canvas as she came down wing-
fanning on each side
of a sea-fowl.
‘anvas not betrayed
deceived even sea-
‘ng her much small-
* wa2s, for she had a low
painted 1 < and relfeved only by a
sinele 'and a imperceptible line of
red beneath her le her waist
waAs €9 deep + ng vi
above it except inte z the cap
&scme mariner taller than usnal
The people of Perty ‘Ferrajo, always in
frar af potsairs  ree3ived her s 1Sp
end fired a couple of shots across her bow,
the stranger broke out
tre friendly He anchorzad
close ta the town, but in such a position
none of the guns of the fort cou'd be
ght to bear on him. Then the cap-
landed and made a visit of ceremony

0 the vice governor of the island.

in answer to wh
English colors.

i'er was a tall £

athletic man aof
was atirei in an undress
with a
eves were coal hlack, his

which he ware
and his chin was hiddeny hy

as black as his hair and eyes. His

fare was classically perfect, and might
heve served as the model for an antiqua

Although he looked so deciiedly

troduced himself as Cap- |

the English war lugger
; and the simple vice gov-

a vague idea that

an island something larger

)a, arcepted h
Hal he known a lttle about the
Briitannia he

statement without

language of
observed that the
f '“Jaques Smeet” and

name of his vessel as

stranger

Jagques Smeet' was, i uth, |
rd, and

IPrench

s lugger w.
nrivateer Le
farned her name, w meant
80 therouzh that all

capntains were on the

-like craft came officer

————

| taln Raoul had prevalled on Ghita to
come aboard with her uncle and let him
take her home, and he felt certain that

For | the frigate would not return.

Captain Cuffe of the Proserpine was
not so easily thrown off the purslit, how-
evers Calculating that the privateer would
not have visited the ins‘gnificant harbor
without an object, he lay to at the op-
island ani sent an
acress to Porty TFarrajo The
Englishman arrived in time to see the
| lugger coming in again, and he lost no
time in convineine the authorities that
there was no Wing-and-Wing. . Captain
Jack Smith, in the British service.

Captain Cuffe had arranged to put back
to Porty Ferrajo with. the evening breeze
and to look for signal:. The signals were

*»t as soon as darkness had fallen, but
the lugger's crew were alert. Though
they ecould not see the lights on the
helghts, thev eaught sight of a lantern
that was raised and lowered from the end
of the Proserpine’'s gaff as she swept
around = headland.

Two minutes afterward I.e Feu-Follet
was gliding ont »of the harbor on the
side, with Ghita and her uncle
safely aboard. When daylight brought iis
usnual calm the privateer lay about four
miles to windward of the frigate.

Raoul paid little further attention to his
baffled enemyv, for it was lmpossible that
she could get near him when the breeze
started, and in the meantime he was quite
safe, for it would have been madness to
send a small boat expedition agafnst him.

The Englishmen, however,  were not
jfr‘!!o. A boat sliped quietly away from her
and entered the harbor. Soon afterwarda
felucea came out and stood across the
bow of the warship. The latter, still fiy-
ing French colors, promptly lowered bosdta
in chase. These soon gained the felucea,
| which was barely crawling befare the
3w1nd_ that was too light to stir 'the fri- |
gate or even the lugger. The men on the
felucca, garbed in the striped ‘'shirts and
caps of Ttalian gailors, betrayed all signs
{of alarm and headed straight toward the |
privateer, as If for protection. |

The ruse was well planned. Had Raoul |
not been positive that the frigate was|
British he would infallibly have fnnan:
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| lugger's bows.

she ,had drags astern. Hardly had they
assured themselyes of this before the ves-
sel fel] broad off and came down on the
““All hands to repel hoard-

| ers,” yelled Raoul, springing to the cap-

stan. ‘The felucca swung around and fell |
foul of the privateer. As her men thronged
to the head to meet the expected n:?x\'k‘

i E: p ed as if for life. T}
Into the trap by trying to lay the felucca | #3TS were heard, pulled as if for life. 1 v

thus help his Pmmtr,\'mon,?

Tthuel Bolt, however, swore more canfi-
dently than before that it was the Pros-
orpine, |

Therefore theé privateer was prepared
for the unmasking, which eame as soon
as the felucca had drifted near enough tu"
the Tugger to shelter the advancing hnars,,’
T.e Feu-Follet's Sweeps were run out, she|
around and poured five Y\\'M\'P-;

aboard and

came

tated the Ad-
than mse ‘rench frigate | pounders, heavily loaded with canister, |

irdly a sd withou ;,,‘,m.“’ﬂﬂ into the smaller vessel. At once the|
news of a darmg and successful a boats dashed around her bow

shipping almost under the gur and stern and made for the lugger. A}

i English

e i

AT

fitish fleet, yet, though some of
est craifers had seen the Jugger
the marine jack o’ jan-
windward like a

{ main-yard
their Jees

hai vanished
1i2an

1ay his the trap of the 1lit- |

ort which was visited frequenily by |

ish cruisers was an act so daring

only an Yvard would have done it.

had gone a little beyond hi ral

V. but he had an excelient wx-§

he object that had brought him,

was to see Ghita Caraccioli, who

waiting in the little port for a sail-|

ortunity for her home (‘

a was not beautiful, her

1ce was f0 winning and attractive, and

fuffused with so radiant and noble a char-

many men less reckless than

Raoul"Yvard might have been willing to

risk their necks for an opportunity to see
her.

Raoul was desperately in love with her

and the girl had confessed her aff ‘tion

acter, t

to him; but he was a true son of the mad| ready for it, but so was ihe frigate. As|
Frénch Republic that defied not only the | Le
institutions of;man but the institutions of | gather way,
Gopd. He believed neither in a church nor | ship round off. For a moment her hrnad-!

a deity, while Ghita was a devout Cath-
olic. “ Deep and true though her love
she refused gteadfasily to marry him.
He had ventured in to press his suit
once more. Alarmed though she was at
the danger of her lover, she refused again,
While he was with her a bustle in the
harbor attracted thelr attention. They

saw the shape of a tall ship aoproaching |

slowly before a light air. When she had
come within a league of the port the pri-
vaifer's keen eyves saw that she mounted
thirteen guns to a broadside. A few sec-
onds afterward she broke out the French
ensign from her gaff.

Raoul was in doubt for a few moments, |

but luckily for him he had an officer
aboard, Ithue] Bolt, a native of New
Hampshire, who recognized the arrival,
with an eye sharpened by hateful recollec-
tions, as the British frigate Pr )serpine.
He had bheen “pressed’’ aboard of her
80me years hefore and had deserted after
being flogged because he refused to fight
3ritish colors.

The appearance of the frigate was the
slgnal for manning the guns of the bat-
tery. The pieces were loaded and trained
on her when suddenly the French colors
ran down and the British ensign took its
place, The lugger promptly showed the
same flag. The Proserpine fetched in
neirer and began to signal. The priva-
teersmen, accustomed to expedients, re-
plied without hesitation, but managed to
do it so clumsily that the pennants were
too tangled to be read.

Raoul warned the vice governor that
the stranger was without doubt a French-
man about to attack the port and volun-
teered to sall out and lure him to sea.
The people believed him and permitted
him to clear from his moorings and stang
across the harbor under their guns, The
wind that barely moved the frigate gave
the lugger abundant headway. She slippeq
away under the promontory to wind-
ward, and though the King's ship made
<hase it was hopeless from the first. In
an hour the lugger had disappeared and
the cruiser came about’ and sailed in the
opposite direction down the coast,

under

::fh"ll‘d_ and having ' ascertained

i shot from the leading launch f\mnghr her
down by the run.

A cheer]
frome the on-coming enemy., |

But |

larose

| even as they came on a breeze started up
|

and Le Feu-Follet spread her wings. |
The Tnglish, percelving that their at—’
tempt had failed, sheered off The lugger |
bore down on them, but chivalrously re- |
frained from firing at the retreating boats.
Instead. though the frigate was approach- |
ing with the freshening breeze, the pri- |
vateer ran down to the lugger, lald him
that no
men were left on her, set her afire, By
the time this was done the frigate had |
come nearly into gunshot, and the fitful
wind died away again, leaving the long |
sea swell glassy without a ripple. |

For some hours the enemles lav without |
motion, There was nothing to do except |
walt for the evening wind, for the British, |
‘I.r:a\-n as they were, had no intention ofi
| sacrificing thelr men. Suddenly, however, |
another breeze started. The privateer was |
Feu-Follet ran across her bows to
Captain Cuffe knocked his

| side bore on the fleeing lugger.

|at the instant. Twenty-two round
| stormeq through the little lugger’s dainty
|rigglng. The jigger mast was cut In two
|like a reed. The mainmast was cracked.
:S shots tore both lug-sails to rags. The
| iib-stay was cut in two.

Luckily for the Frenchman, the wind,
;Hmuqh strong enough to give the lugger
way, had not sufficient power to strain
| the enfeebled rigging. Her men were at
| work at once, replacing and strengthening
{wherever possible. The frigate bore astern.
working both bow guns. Raoul kept his
| ship immediately before her, thus dimin-
ishing the danger of shot striking, as the
| bow guns of the cruiser could not readily
{shoot straight ahead.

{ Crippled as he was Captaln Yvard dared
not stand chase too long, as a fresh breeze
would be certaln to test his spars with
fatal results. He bore off and ran for the
mouth of the Golo, knowing that the
shoals of that river would make an effec-
tual bar to the frigata.

““There she goes, into the breakers,” ex-
clalmed Captain Cuffe when he saw the
privateer head straight for a rocky prom-
ontory and apparently with her bow in
the very curl of a breaker. But she went
on as swiftly as before, and hy sunset
anchored In the mouth of the river, while
the Proserpiné, distrustful of the shoals,
anchored two miles ontside,

The solemn, breathing stillness of a star-
it night succeeded. Both the cruiser ang
the privateer seemed wrapped In slumber.
Beside these two, the only objects in sight
were two coasters which had been stopped

crawling slowly into the rivér.

Three hours passed thus. Then Tthuel
Bolt called Raoul and pointed out to him
the fact that one of the coasters, a felucea,
had been drifting down on the lugger for
some time, though she ‘had sufficient wing
to cross her bows. They got a llne of
sight on her by the jib-stay, and soon sat-
isfled themselves that instead of bearing
ahead, which ' she should have done with
that breeze, she was making no headway
at all, though her salls were gently full,

The next day the Vvlng-and-“’lng ap- | but was, on the contrary, drifting down
peared again and anchored In her former broadside with the tide.

position as If nothing had happened, Cap-

The privateers were satisfled at once that

{ fathom, until she lay more than a hun-
I mixed with regret.

| brave

Every gun | s 3 < v
s 1 in Bastia in the island of Cor-
was, | of the great starboard batteries went of |2t 2RChor

shot |

by the frigate and released, and were now/

next instant flames burst from the felucea's |
Iﬂ“nth. that of hanging from the vard arm.

open hatch, and in the glow the English
boats could be seen darting toward the |
sea. l

“A fire-ship! A fire-ship!"® shouted (hf“
men. Raoul sprang aboard the craft, which |
now resembled a floating torch. He tested |
his cable and Yound that, as he had .\'up»:'
posed, the fire-ship had grappied it. Im- |
mediately he passed down it as far ;191
he could climb and fastened it to the
felucea with a half-hitch. In half a min-|
ute he was aboard again and ordering his

|
meéen to veer out cable for their lives. i

The lugger took the cable that was gi\'c’-n;
to her at once, and rapidly receded from
the fireship which was held in her posi- !
tion by the lugger‘s own anchor. The LP'}
Feu-Follet dropped astern, fathom afrerj
|
dred yards distant from the fiery mass.

The people of the Proserpine watched |
the spectacle from the sea with Interest
From their station the
two vessels seemed to be close tngothex'.!:
and no doubt existed in their minds that |
their stratagem had been successful. Their |
tempers would have preferred to|
fight theé lugger and take him fairly. But!
they felt cheered, none the less, at the|
fact that they had at last removed their |
persistent enemy.

It was natural that after, the flame hagd
died down the watch on tWe frigate should
relax. Nobody on board percelved the dim,
ghostly ‘form that glided wing-and-wing
before the land breeze and passed to sea
a mile away in the darkest hour before the
dawn.

When Captain Cuffe and his first officer
were rowed up the Gblo, and while they
were looking around ‘vainly for a vestige
of the privateer, Le Feu-Follet lay snugly

sica, protected by French batteries. Before
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The Hanging of Prince Caraccioli,

kfow ships he had opposed the landing of

the British and Neapolitans. When Ruffo
finally took the town Caraccioli was cap-
tured and tried hy a junta of his country-
men on the charge of treason.
was held in the cabin of Nelson's own
§hip, the Poudroyant: and there, with a
haste that even his enemies acknowledgzed
to be indegcent, he was sentenced not
merely to death, but to a most shameful

Nelson  had indorsed the proceedings.
Deeply as his officers loved him, they shook

their heads and openly wished that his|

hands had remalned free from all ecn-
nection with the matter. On every ship
men deplored the dark influence that cast
a scandal over the whole navy—Lady
Hamilton. who was accused, rightly or
wrongly, of having plaved no small part

The trial |

{running this fresh danger. In reply Raoul
{again begged her to marry him, and again
| she refused, as gently and yet as firmly
as ever.

He rowed swiftly and soon reached a
lonely part of the harbor, where a fisher-
man sat in his shapely yawl apparently
watching him. It was Tthuel Bolt. In a
few moments Raoul and his companibns
were in the yawl and the two sturdy men
{began urging her way to-the opposite side
of the harbor, where Ghita and her uncle
| were to he disembarked.
| They were almost half way across the
vbay when the Proserpine came down under
full sail, bound out. She made a  sheer
{towards the small boat. An officer hailed,
| asking who they were. Raoul answered
that he was a fisherman of Capri, and was
ordered aboard. The saflors threw them a

*"W“‘ "
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life if° he would tell where the lugger
could be captured. i 50 ¢
Raoul's, first words were enough to show
Captain Cuffe that he was not dealing
With a privateersman of the common
stamp. “I pardon you if yvou can pardon
yourself,” said he, rising. “An officer in
an honorable service should think long
before he tempts a man to an act like
this.  But, I repeat, monsieur, I forgive
you if vou ean forgive yourself.”
Captain' Cuffe’s face flamed. He could
hardly speak. When he gained some self=
control he begged Captain Yvard to forgive
him, and shook the hand which the gen-
erous privateersman tendered to him Im-
mediately. A tear escaped from his eye.
As soon as he had seen thé prisoner back
to his cabin he sent for his master's mate
and ordered him to sail post haste to
Naoles with a letter in which he informed.
Nelson that the entire ecourt was con-
vinced that Raoul™was no spy. He told
the mate to beg Nelson to fire three glins
as a signal to suspend the execution if
he acceded to the request in the Iotter.
During the long day that followed a gen-
eral gloom seftled on the- ship, Apart
from the wish to save a hrave enemy
from an ignominious fate, there was ‘the
g2neral desire to prevent. the Proserpine
from having a hanging aboard, a& it had
been the boast of officers- and: crew. that
her yardarms never had heen degraded to
service as gallows, ;

silence ‘settled on the ship, intensified by
the silence that pervaded the fea, from
which every ‘ripple had -fled with
dving down of the wind. Captain (‘ilﬂe_
delayed preparations as long'as he cotild,

hour before sunset, orders were issued’ al-
began to reeve a rope at the farexard-

arm, while others rigzed a grating under-
neath. y

Minute after minute passed. The cap-
surgeon, asking“the mirimum of time a
man might ‘live after being -suspended.
with the idea of ordering the prigoner on
deck at the last moment poskible. ;
At last he could delay no more. iHe
ascended 'the quarter-deck. - Raoul was

amid a deathlike stillness. - The rope was
laid@ around his neck.and the men were
ordered to lay hold of the line and stretch
it on deck. ‘

officer, “Hail the foretop once more to
ask if they can see any signal!"”

saw nothing.

Y

into the sea and sank. Raoul hardly
looked. He ordered the salls down ang
the pumps sounded. Then, seeing a
felucca coming in the gray light, he sent
a boat’s crew away to seize her, while the
rest of the men were set to work lighten-
ing the ship of its armament and ballast.

Thus, by the time the sunlight shone on
the sea and betrayed their plight to ths
people on shore, Raoul Yvard had already
taken great steps toward retrieving the
disaster. - A kedge anchor was carried out
to deep water and men began work to
heave the vessel off. In the meantite, as
he knew that the RBritish cruisers weould
hear of his predicament before he could
8et his guns back on:Le Feu-Fojlet, He
prepared to fight them off where he was.
Some ruins on the rocky islet on which
they had struck offered him a spot for a
battery, and there he planted@ most of the
Buns as fast as they were taken out of
the Jugger to lighten her.

By this time the captured felucca was
alongside of the rock and-more carron-
ades were placed aboard of her. These
preparations were completed before tha

As the \evening apbmaqhéd a great |

the |
|could come to close quarters. In that tima

but at last, when It wanted only ‘half’ an |

privateer began to- move in answer to the

fstmln that the men were putting on the

hawser. She stirred, slipped and-suddenlvy
shot off into deep water, rolling - nearly
deck under for want of ballast.

While she was still rocking the first Brit-

jish boats appeared around the cape at ths
:entrance to the bay. Yvard saw that thers

were three launches, mounting éarronades,
and four boats contfaining small arm men

{only,

hey had some distance to go before they

the - lusty privateer’s ecrew, which con-
sisted of more than sixty men, managed
to get two guns in place on Le Feu-Folle:,

most .In a whisper and. the foretopmen |and even some of her ballast, though not

enough to make her steady enough for
fighting. She was moored near the felucca
in such a -manner that the guns of both
vessels combined would command the ap-

taln had a short consultation with the |Proach to the land battery, while they
! |'were praotected from direct attack by a

ledge of sunken rocks that stretched be-
tween them and the direction from which
the enemy was coming.

The privgteers now had nothing to do
except to 'await the attack. Suddenly

brought out and placed on. the .grafing | B20ul saw a small boat coming from the

land. - It had much less of a distance to
80 than did the British boats and reached
the rock ahead of them. It contained Ghita
and her uncle. £

Captain Cuffe sald huskily fn'his first |
{wonld not.
f

Raoul besought her to leave him, but she
“We will remain, Raoul,” said

she firmly. *‘There may come a moment

: ’ when you will be glad to have the prayers
A pause of a minute elapsed. The ff)r“' fof believers. 'We will stay to look to thy
top man answered in a low voice that he |

|eternal welfare amid the noise of war.”

Seeing that he could not-induce her to
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In the result of the trial. line. In another moment the yawl was

On the«day set for the execution the Bay |drpgging astern, while +Raoul, trusting
of Naples was filled with boats that hung | featrlessly to his garb, climbed aboard his
around La Minerva, which ship had been enemy.

Another minute elapsed. Captain Cuffe | seck safety Raoul hastily disposed. of his
was in the act of ralsing his hand WHAn | visitors in a part of'the ruing where mis-
1e dull Yeport of a distant gun sdura a| [T O 0 & B enter, and ‘where_ the pri-
in the direction of Naples. “Stard ALY Gateer's surgeon was already making nis
shouted Cuffe. |

|and her uncle to the Foudroyant.

| prisoner, but no more.

evening she had stepped a new mainmast
and repaired all other injuries.

Captain Cuffe wrote his report to Nel-
son, saying that Le Feu-Follet appeared
to have been ahsolutely annihilated. He
had the report in his pocket next d:l}"
when the frigate was slowly drawing /past
Elba on her way to the fleet. The look-
out reporied a lugger In shore and the
frigate stood about to chase. As soon as
she approached close enough to make the
smaller eraft out fairly Cuffe quietly tore
up his report. There could be no doubt of
the fact that this was Le Feu-Follet, and

i “hat she had tricked him again.

She tricked them even then. Just as the
frigate had assumed a position where she
cut the chase off from all chance of get-
ting to sea, I.e Feu-Follet shot into a nar-
row opening between a rocky island and
the mainland. The heavy cruiser dared
not follow, and by the time the privateer
emerged at the otherend of the strait it
was useless to pursue.

The Proserpine’s captaln ordered her
course set for Naples to rejoin Nelson's
fleet, his mind filled with unpleasant fore-
bodings as to his reception. He was
spared the expected reproof, however, for
a greater ‘happening was occupying Nel-
<on’s mind. The Bay of Naples was
crowded with armed ships of nations that
had sunk their enmities and were strange-
ly allled in their common cause against
the French. Two-deckers, frigates and
sloops lay at their anchors in front of the
town, flying the flags of Russla, Naples,
Turkey and England. On 8t. Bimo, the
citade} that crowned the helghts, flew the
flag of the French Republic, showing that
she still held the fort. :

On all the ships was an alr of unusual
excitement that was not caused by the fa-
miliar business of war., A sombre i{ragedy
was to be enaoted soon in that glorious
bay, and it seemed to cast a forbidding
shadow ahead as it was to cast a gloomy
thadow backward over the fair fame of
Lord Nelson.

Prince Caracciol, the famous Neapolitan
admiral, affronted by the King of Naples,
had entered the service of the republic de-

selected to serve as the place of punish-
ment. Every. craft that could float had
been pressed into service, and the lowest
as well as the highest of the city were on
the water awaiting ihe dreadful ceremony,

A little befF the' hour .set for the Ad-
miral’s death a shore boat brought Ghita
They

re admitied to Nelson's presence, where
Ghita told Lim amid tears that she was
the Prinece’s grand-daughter, though he
had never seen her, as he had ecast his

son off for marrying her mother.

In the days of his pride:and power she
and her uncle had advanced no claims.
Now, with his estates seized- and ‘a shame-
ful end before -him, -they implored his life.

Sternly Admiral Nelson shook his head.
He granted them permision to visit the
Sobbing bitterly
Ghita was led to the side of the ship by
an officer, who looked around for a bhoat
to convey her to La Minerva. In answer
to his-hail a boat shot’alongside as if it
had been wailing there. - Its occupant was
clad in the Phrygilan cap .and thé cotton
trousers terminating at the knee of the
lecal boatmen,

Ghita. had hardly entered the ‘craft
before she recognized the boatman as
Raoul. He made,a sign for silence and
rowed her through the maze of other craft
to the Neapolitan. warship, where she was
admitted immediately on showing the
order of the British. Admiral.

It was a sad and dramatic meeting.
Prince Caraccioli, almost: seventy years
old, was making His peace with the world
when the girl was announced.

The officer offered him a ducat, and pro-
ceeded to ask him if he had seen anything
{of the lugger off the harbor. Raoul an-
!S\\'F‘!‘f‘d ingenuously, giving them a reply
| that would send the frigate on a wild
f,:,muso chase. All was going well, and he
;\\'{m enjoying the trick immensely, when
the tables were turned unexpectedly.
| Two men came on deck. As soon as he
saw them the Frenchman percelved that
(he was In a plight. They were the Vice
| Governor and the podesta of Elba, whom
Captain Cuffe had picked up at Naples.
| Thick witted as they were, they could
|not fail to recognize a person with such
| striking features as those of Raoul Yvard,
| The privateer was ‘alert ana quick to ex-
| tricate himself from unpleasant situatjons;
|but this was one that presented no goop-
hole. He was taken below, a prisoner, and
a few moments afterward the yvawli was
hauled on deck, with the result that Tthuel
| was recognized and clapped_.', into Irons
|promptly. Ghita and her uncle were taken
| respectfully into a private -cabin, amd a
| boat ‘was dispatched at once 'to Nelson
{ with the news.

The next morning at dawn. the Terpsi-
| chore frigate and the sloop of war ly]fxg-

;dova came down to where the Prosefpine

|lay walting. They brought ' orders ~from

| Nelson to hold a court for trying Raoul
{Yvard on the charge of being a spWand
["Ithuel Bolt on the charge of being a de-,

serter. This eourt was convened. at once,

Raoul defended himself by explaining
that his errand in the Bay of Naples and
among the fleet hag been not to spy but

He did {to meet Ghita, who confirmed his testi-

1 i ? -
not know who she was. When she tolq | 00Y With a simple truthfulness that'con

him and he learned that this, his near
kin, "had come to him in his disgrace to
be near him he was affected far more

vinced every one of the officers in the
court martial. They would have been glag
to give their eénemy his lugger, let him
have @ start ‘and chase- him around the

“Two more guns, Win
chester, and T am the happiest man
Nelson’s fleet!”

A second gun sounded aven as he spoke,
Then came the thi-a {

Tha captain waved his hand in triumhph.
The rope was cast from the prisorer’s
neck and he was led below bétween a row
of smiling faces, §

It fell very dark that night. The frigate
meved along slov:ly until she was off “the
isles of the Sirens, where it was proposed
to lowar the yawl ir order to.set Ghita
and her uncle free, they having indlcated
that part of the shore as their destination,

Raoul heard the boatswain’s whistle pip-
ing to lower away and then the gentle
splash as the light craft took.the water.
The next moment a volce whispered | his
name at the gun port opening into ' his
cabin. Tt was Ithuel Bolt. Quickly he was
informed that Ghita would hold the hoat
alongside for =~n irstant, trusting to :the
darkness to hide what was going |on.
Raoul needed no more. In an_instant he
was out of the port and, gulded by Ithuel,
he - dropped softly into the’ yawl. The
American followed. = Ghita -tossed .a cloak
over them where they lay on ‘the bottom.
The vawl, def!ly rowed by. her urcle,
Sheered off and in a moment was lost ir,
the night, ‘
'The escape was discovered almost at
diice as a Sentry had been posted Wwith
owders to watch the prisoner clesely. The

'vawl -had - hardly dropped  astern: before

the noise of the boatfalls was heard as
boat afier boat -dropped frem the ship
amid hurried orders. Soon oars were
scunding in all directions, but thev serveq

rather to gulde the refugees than to alarm

themy :
They had muffled their own oars hastily
and new. rowed calmiy along in the wake

. | alarming preparations.
M| been done before the.cheers of the British

I fired.

Hardly had this

were heard as they dashed In close.

Assallants and defenders loosed eannon
and small arms sinultaneousl.\: Almost
immediately dense smoke curtained the
rock. Din shook the heavy air. Both
sldes delivered fire after fire. Men fell
over-their oars dead. Ithuel spied a, boat
under the ragged curtain of smoke. He
The smoke closed in again and
there arose a great shriek.. When the

| cloud rose, as the firing lulled for a mo-

ment, a cuiter was seen sinking. Four-
teen of her crew of sixteen had been
killed by that one burst of canister.

The English were staggered, but only
for an instant. The boats sheered off,
scattered, sand then came on again, each
holding a course different from the-rest,
and thus dissipating the privateer's fire.
In the midst of a cloud of smoke, shouts.
curses, screams, orders and the roar of
guns, all the English ‘threw themselves
suddenly at the land battery and became
lts masters, 4

The men left on the felycea, and the
lugger saw the English flag arise. over
the ruins. Then they saw" at least half
the French defenders Iying - dead, whils
Raoul lay on the rock, wounded sorely,
erying with his last strengfh to his Heu-
tenant to escape with the vessel.

“At that saime momeént the British cruls-
ers were seen coming ®wiftly-toward the
rock. The officer of the privateer realizad
that he could not hope to save his com-
mander. He slipped moorings and set sail,
followed by Tthuel in the felucea.

The warships converged on' the lugger,
leaving TIthuel and his men an easy
course for escape, of whieh the American
took swift advantage. Under clouds. of

deeply than by his impending death. HejMediterranean, rather than to hang ‘him.
folded her in. his arms .and sald to' t | But the case. was plain., Besides, priva-
priest: “And ‘this being, ‘holy father, IS} teers were known to be ~fonder of their
made known to me an hour before I dle! {oWn skins than of their shipmates. It ‘was
God  punishes me sufficlently for  the believed that Raoul, confronted with death
wrong T have done her in letting me thus would be willing to betray the where..
know her worth when it Is too late.” {abouts of Le Feu-Follet, in which case his
He kept her with him till the Foudroy-{ sentence would. be commuted by Nelson.
ant’s bell struck one and all the sur-| Therefore. - after an hour's deliberation
rounding ships repeated the siroke. Then i the court returned -with its sentemce ‘of
he knew that he had only. half an hour | death by hanging at the yardarm of sueh
left to live, five w'clock being set for his {ship as the commander-in-chief might des-
execution. He pnt Ghita away from him ;jgnale after approving ‘the sentence, i
gently and bade her leave the ship while Bolt was not tried. Nelson's orders con-
he prayed with the priest. I cerning’ him left some discretion, ang the
Raoul received her on board again and | officers of the Proserpine were of the class
pulled his boAt to within a third of ‘a{that disliked the practice of pressing
cahle's length from the British Admiral's | Americans. In their hear:s théy were ‘con-
ship. A solemn and expectant silence fell | viunced that Boit was an American, and,
on the great bay. The seamen gathered ‘ therefore, unjustly detained, They could
to the sides of the ships. Every part of {not blamé him for deserting, and they
the marine amphitheatre appeared set with certainly did not propose to hang him
watching eyes. And over all these watch- | for it. ‘Therefore Captain Cuffe took ad-
ers seemed to lie an expression of gloom. vantage of his latitude and restored hﬁu
Suddenly a gun was fired. Before the | to_duty. 3 : :
smoke drifted past a vellow flag ran up| - The finding was dispatched to Nelson,
the mast of the Minerva. The Prince, with | The same evening it was returned an-
his arms bound, appeared abova the ham- proved, with orders to carry the sentence

mock cloths. He mounted the grating that out the next day between sunrise and sun-

of the searching sailors - til they ne”ed'studd!ng sails and stay sails the eruigers
land, when suddenly several glgs seemed | Arove after Le Feu-Follet. Even In spite
fo come toward them at frightening ve- |Of her lack of ballast the wonderful craft
locity. Lustily as the privateersmen rowed | Was making good her esoaps and night set
they could not hope to outrow the well-|in With the ships losing ground. ' But thén
manned gigs: but at this thoniént, when suddenly\ & squall bor®' down and the
all ‘seemed 108t, Ghita's. uncle steered $ud- Proserpine managed to fire four guns full

denly straight at some perpendiciilar cliffs~| &t her.

Raoul thought the craft was about td he|  The lugger was seen to stagger like a

smashed, when it glided into a grotto ang |{0Ppling spire. A last gleam. of sun. shons

in a moment lay in a hidden basin, safe|On the sea. There was nothing in sight
from _all possible search. { dn the wide ocean except the.three cruisers.
The landfall could not have been better, Le Feu-Follet had gone down. at last, lug-
for'it was not ohly near Ghita’s home {but | 8€r. people and all. The only vestige of
also near the spot where Le Feu-Fallet{ler was her-flag that was washed upon
Was to look for her captaln. As soon as.the Ringdove's bow, a flag that showed
the sallor had seen his sweetheart to jher | 'WO large wings with beak of a galley
house he returned and put oit again with |Petween them.. & 3
Bolt. Before dawn they were.on the fux- Hven as Le Feu-Follet was Seeking her
ger's deck. i - |OCfan graye her commander. Raoul Yrard
A favoring wind was blowing and [the [/2Y on the islet, with, his face turned to
privateer had -little trouble to evade ithe { h€aven and his hand in that of Ghita,
British cruisers, knowing as he did where | “That star haunts me, Ghita,” Said he,
they lay. As soon as the vessel fud mafie | I°0King fixedly at a brl Eht planet, ‘Tt Wt
her offing he retired to rest. The sea wag/|Re really a world, some -powerful hand

iranquil.  The wind ‘was steady, and i, "f"?i?fn'}"r'&f sy t:gaitta'" even in her bitter

that season could be depended ‘on abso: |grief, “‘Raoul’ she Whispered in hen s riil-

lutely. . Phere was little oceasion for :&'&Lbnm;:wlco. “God is- as. }
¥ hi“' us mh.:v

watchfulness on Le Feu-Follet that night, o S ‘b“}l‘w':‘#’_‘“»

clared %y the: French invaders -With e

- el et v

had been placed over @ gin, the rope was
fastened ' around " hls' neck, the sailors
hauled swiftly and Caraccloll was dragged
aloft to the-end of the yard.. There he
was left hanging till dark, aftéer which his
bady was taken out to sea and cast into
the .deep,

Ghita hid her face and’'prayed as her
grandfather struggled his last, and Raoul
108t no time in pulling ‘away. When she
recovered @ little she seproached him for

oy ¢

set. : i +
“That night the three warships sighted

Le Feu-Follet and closed In on her, as
they thought; but tvhen morning came
they had only an empty space of sea
before them. Despairing of catching the
lugger without knowing something of her
hiding places Captain Cuffe invited Raoul
to his cabin and hesltatingly—for it was a
disagreeable task to the honorable saNop—.

offered “to. Intercede with Nelson for his

The result was that \the\mr,-m}tﬁ%
deck 'fell into a blissful lt&tggqg.dm@.

fhess that might as well Have been sl

im, oh
% e ads gy
d yl;\l‘.dlj' not answer.

‘He was startled out of .lt,‘ju;'g:‘b‘,‘
dawn by the cry of his helmsman, But

Wwas too late. Le Feu-Follet rose on
heavy ground swell, settled down' with

shock and stopped, tight on a'cradle ot
rock.. YO

“ Raoul was on deck lngm&m,
appeared the gullty officer cast - hi
d o TS s AL -
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