
ÛO THE grain growers glide • maip*«. Dee . IM,

HOW WE RENTED THE FARM ON SHARES
(An Old-Time Memory>

I

Hr.!

You the way oC t why we reeled the place at all 
wu* oe account ol help, or rutber the want ol It.

Karly in the spring Joelab and I lost the beet help 
we ever bad Ury and Phtlury. who bad ll.ed with ua 
year la and year out. and good every year end alt the 
year round, made up their minde to go to the Wee* 
•'r> beam that be could do splendid oat to the Michigan 
where hie blother Moss* lived lloeee bad lost hi* w. 
and urged Dry's folks ty come and move right in with 
etn He held out ep lee did eipectatlona and Dry wm 

denied by 'em » •
Well, ol coures, bein' lelt with the farm on hie band* 

Joeiah bad to do somethin' Good, laltblul help couldn't 
be found and eo be concluded to rent the form on ehare* 
-are to have ball ol everything, and the man hall And 
the man he let it ty J didn't llte hie loots Irom the fini 
ne't. Me had a hind ol a meerhln' loot and looted eomr 
llte hie elr name . hie name wuz Klam Craft. Sow, Klam 
did hie wort middlin' well, and didn't drtnt nor cut up 
and act. but oh. how doet he wui ! and how tricty ' 
and bow that rlnet. hatelul d sposition ol hleen cropped 
out.

You see. lettin' out the farm on eharee. one horse, or 
rutber roalr, wui all we needed, for Joalah and roe. we 
didn't go on any very long towers, and the malr wus 
enough, and. aa the port eel. enough le aa good aa a 
leaat But somehow in matin" the bar vain Elam filed It 
•to with my good oneuepertin’ pardner that be made him 
thint aa he wus to have hall ol everything be tort to 
have hall ol the horse and ball ol the cow : we always 
saved one row out ol the dairy lor our own uee.

Well. I told Joetah when he come home and told me 
how the bargain run that we would are trouble with 
that clawa In the papers But It wu* too late then to 
interfere . the papers wuz made ou# and signed But 
didn't my words come true? Yea indeed they did' And 
the trouble we see can never be truly told on Every 
time a'moet that we wanted to use the mair to ride out 
Bam would say that he had got to use hie hall on her 
some other way. and what could we do? How could we 
drive our hall to mill or meetln" with hie hall on't 
plowin' or cultivatin' ? And Joelab wanted to use hla 
hall doin' a little work in our garden (we reserved a 
good garden) why then Klam would want to take hie 
hall and go oil to the store or somewhere with It, or 
vteltln' hla wile's folks, and what could we do ? The 
errltln's wuz drawed. • And then Joelab la tender-hearted, 
and has always loitered the Bible rule and been mercilul 
to hie beast, and Elam insisted tMit it wuz his right to 
chastlae hie hall ol the horse il he wanted to. and he 
would whip it jest to be mean, and when Joeiah com­
plained he- would look up ns innocent and say. " Why, I 
haln't touched your hall ol the horse, have I ? What 
right have you to complain? You can pompe y your side 
all you're a minier and spile It—spare the rod and spile 
the male— but my half ol that critter has got to mind "

And he never did touch the whip only on his hall as 
we could see And then sometimes cold days, when 
Joeiah thought she ort to be blanketed, he would flare 
up and say his half wuz too hot as it wuz ; he didn't 
want her to git swetty. and he wouldn't have It touched, 
and how could Joeiah make the blanket stay on his half? 
Poor old critter ? I've seen Joeiah almost weep tellin' 
me about it.

And (cedin' on’t ; she had been used to bein' led gen­
erous. hut Klam said that high leedin" wuz liable to 
bring on appoplezy (appoplezy in a borse’ who ever 
hearn on't?). And so he jest stented and starved his half

on't knuwin' Joeiah would make it up and not see that 
good patient eyed old malr suflertn1 for food. And win 
be lelt shiftless be wouldn't water bis ball on't regular 
at all, and my poor pardner had to do that

And the same with abusin' her Klam pretended thet 
It made horses healthy to go barefoot, and he bruag eg 
the new lad a' eminent doctor bad ol makln" bis pattest* 
walk barefoot in the mornin" dew. and be said he wasted 
to try It on the malr Klam had been oil a-vlsitin" o*w 
a' awful stunny road and be come back with the malr* 
eh uee all o®. Joetah bad lust had her shod, and Klae 
had ort to replaced 'em But no I he said be wanted to 
try this new doctorin' He said that II it give no matt 
vitality to a human bein' It would be still better lor * 
horse, they havin' four feet instead ol two to draw tfet 
electricity and heal n' virtues Irom the earth, and tes 
nyrate be shouldn't shue his ball on her at all So. d 
course, rutber than have the malr go unshod my pardser 
wu* to the ezpense on't.

And Klam. Jest to be mean, kep" hintin' that he was 
goto' to cut oil the mair's tall . he said that it wuz In 
more stylish short He knew Joeiah felt that the malr 
ort to have her ta‘1 in hot weather to use as a (an. aad 
to keep the flits oil But Elam kep" op hie hintin' asd 
Insinuatin' that he wuz goin" to cut It oil It kep" Josiak 
In a stew all the time ; hut 1 knew he wouldn't, lor be 
dansent touch only bis ball on't, and bow would It look 
with hall of! ? And they did enjoy drlvln" the roalr the 
best that ever wuz. You see they never had e horse to 
drive before— they wuz as poor as poverty- and them art 
the very ones to cut a big swath, give 'em a chance 
He'd always been driv' round by somebody and now be 
wu* bound to drive when he got the chance

And they acted Jest as mean with the cow Jowak 
wanted it milked at the same time night and mornin'. ae 
the right way Is ; but Klam. If he took It into hie head 
to, would up and milk his hall of her when the sun -wui 
two hours high, or in the mornin' by candle-light, sod 
how did we know but he milked more than hi* hall? We 
couldn't tell, and ol course the cow wou'dn't say any­
thing. I tried to better matters by proposin' that we 
should milk her one week and Klam the nezt. or divide It 
by days, he one and we one. But no, he had to milk hi* 
hall every day and when he wuz a-minter. and we bad 
to put up with it, for the writin's wuz drawed

But the worm will turn II tromped on 'too severe 
One day we wuz goin" on Invitation to Loontown to visit 
the relation on Josiah's side for a day or two. Josiak 
wuz out harnessin". and Elam went out to the bam and 
said we couldn't have the mair. lor he had got to take 
his hall on't and go way up beyend Zoar lor lumber 
Josiah did sprunt up and say: "You tarnal critter, yon' 
You Used the hull of the mair all last week and I didn't 
say nothin", and now I'll take my hall ol that mair to­
day and to-morrow if "Tent her right in two and draw 
half on't myself in the democrat."

Well. Elam see that Josiah wuz in earnest and he gi® 
up. He wuz makin' too good a thing out on't to have 

■f it divided in the old Bible way And so we sot oil oe 
our tower, havin' a tussel about the cow the last thing 
For he said, jest to be mean, that he shouldn't milk only 
jest his half whilst we wuz away. But Josiah told hi® 
that he had engaged Zeb Petrie to milk hie half, a®4 
Elam felt beat enough, lor he knew Zeb would git hi* 
hall of the milk if he had to live nnder a' umbrell' oat


