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THE MANITOBA ELECTIONS
On T rida v. .Inly 111; t lie i*i-s|>< inssi I >i I it y will 

Test llpntl 1 lie electors iit Miltlitoliji of choos
ing tln-ir representatives in the legmlature 
iitnl in the gox eminent of 1 lint province for 
the Ili'Xt fplir Veil rs.

The issues nre numerous ami elearlv de 
lim'd. Tlie Conservative party, wliieh has 
hern ill power I or II years, and lias lll'l'tl led 
and dominated during praetieaTlv tin- whole 
ot that time fix1 Sir Rodmond Rolilwi, is 
a|ipe;iIing to tlie electors tiprtri its record.
It elainis to have 'given Manitoba an honest 
and eflieient administ rut ion. and promises to 
maintain the prosperity of 1 lie provitjee hy a 
eontinuation of its present policy. The Idle 
era I pa ft y. un the ot her hand, very \ igorously 
attacks the-record of the govrrmneirt, and 
claims that the affairs of the province have 
hern administered, not for the good of tim 
people as a whole, luit for the personal profit 
of friends of the government ami for the 
political advantage of the party in power. 
The Opposition, moreover, undertakes, if 
placed in power, to enact a numlier of ad 
vaneed and progressive measures, including 
I )i reel Legislation and Woman buff rage, and 
to hold a re fere ndti 4L-...on t lie ipiestion of 
banishing the liar. Other planks in I ha 

ilat form include Compulsory Hduea 
the obligatory teaching of Knulisii 

Mill I ie sehoills. t tie eiieourageiiiertt of 
agrieult lire 11ll'll t lie dev elopment of eo-Opca- 
tive methods, inelmling cheaper money, the 
extension of practical education and 
estîtlilishnient of a public abattoir, the 
eouragement of hydro-electrie development, 
and municipal autonomy in local taxation. 

All of ill esc are t treasures which Jhe great 
■s thruout Manitoba will 

tlie leading planks of 
Direct Legislation, 

Woman Suffrage, and tlie Banish the Bar 
referendum have repeatedly been endorsed 
by the Manitoba < ira in Browers’ Association 
at its annual convent ions. The Brain Brow 
ers. in fact, have to a large extent 
ponsible for t lie adoption of the advance 
and progressive policies now presented 
the Manitoba Liberals, for in tin- ease o 
of tlie leading planks, tin- .Manitoba Brain 
Browers’ Association placed it sc 
in favor of the reforms meritionet 
were officially adopted by the Liberal part y
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tlie government lias used the publie money 
to Imy votes fnr its supporters, is prox ided by 
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members of the 
Browers’ Association who 
Direct Legislation, Woman Suffrage arid 
Banish tin- Bar year after year in-tlo-ir local 

1 at their annual conventions 
ill vote for t lie Opposi- 
riday next. In addition 
that tlie record of tlie 

Rob]in government, is in itself sufficient to 
it. ft seems to lie the history 

(,'anada that whenwarrant its tie tea 
of hot)i politieal parties in a'government lias been jri poxver for a number 
of years it becomes more or less corrupt and 
seeks to entrench itself in poxver by dishonest, 
means. The Ross government of Ontario, 
and t lie Laurier government in the Dominion, 
both Liberal administrations, went down to 
well-deserved defeat because of their corrup
tion. And-the .time has come wfieri the best 
interests of the province will tie served by 
retiring the Rohlin government from power. 
It has been accused, arid xxith reason, of dis
si fiat in" tin* n* sounds of th<- pro. in y ho j j -

nih.lie lands t>i political 
than their value ; it hasing large areas of 

friends at much less 
used the machinery intended for the enforce 
ment of the Jaxv to persecute political oppon 
ents ami" to shield its own tools ; it has em
ployed the officials of the civil-service, par
ticularly in the Liquor License Department

in all the rest of the province A member of 
l he ( tjiposil inii. on his I'espniisihility as a mem 
her ot't lie Lcgjs lat lire, charged on the I lour of 
tlie Mouse that men x\ere employed on that 
work on condition that I hex voted for the 
( iovermnent candidate . that Box eminent 
officials distributed wagon loads of liquor in 
local option territory: that employees of I lie 
Box eminent and officers of I he laxx were 
personally guilty of int iniidat-ii-n. bribery 
and corrupt treating and t ha I \ iolat ors of 
the laxx Were prol éet eiMi.V I lie officers of I lie 
• !o\ eminent. whose duty it xx us Jo enforce 
the hi XX rile Box eminent, however, refused 
alisolul e|y to permit the holding of a judicial 
investigation into these charges or into the 
counter charges xxith which they replied, and 
1 ho a protest against the election of the 
Bovernmefil candidate was entered, the in 
geiiuity of Ids law\ er in raising teelmieal 
objectTuns succeed ei^ in pl'i'Xentillg t lie case 
mining to trial before the legislature xx as 
dissolved.

11 is not sufficient, however, to defeat 
tin- Rohlin <iox eminent in order to ensure 
t In- honest and efUeienl ad ni i ii isl rat ion of the 
affairs of 1 lie province. It is iieee ar.v to 
provide safeguard's which xxill pn . nt, tlie 
Dpposiliun party, if it lie placed in office, 
from t In- same degeneration. Liberal Box’ 
ernments in the past have committed pre 
eisel.v the same sins for wliieb tire present 
Conservative administration is condemned.

The best safeguards that: can he provided 
against the utilise of power 
I tirei I 1,1'gisla I ion and the 
independent members to 
Liberal party is -pledged 
Legislation, and its leader, 
given a statement of his understanding of 
that reform satisfactory to the Direct Legis 
lat ion League. There are a number of I tide 
pendent candidates nominated. < lue of these,
A C. Craig, is seeking election in Mountain 
as a farmers’ eandnlatg. on a platform almost 
identical with 1 lie platform of the Brain 
Browers’ Association llis>c|ection would he 
of great advantage to the farmers’’ cause, hut. 
unfortunately, the fight is a t brio .cornered 
one, and tin- outcome is extremely doubtful 
The remaining I ride pendent k;i re running in 
Winnipeg arid its suburbs, a lei each of them 
has a Liberal and a Conservative opponent, 
except in ('entre Winnipeg, where I lie candi 
dates are a Conservative, a Socialist and an 
I ndependent.

Summed up the issue is “Shall t he people 
rule?” . ...

RAILWAYS AND PEOPLE
A Royal Commission in Croat Britain is at 

the present time studying the. national ra-iL- 
way situation, with a view to preparing a 
report in regard to the problems whieh that 
situation presents, and especially the prob 
lorn of national ownership. The man at the 
head of the Commission is Lord Lorehurn, 
formerly solicitor-general in the British Cox 
ernment.. • Recently, 'the president of the 
Railway Nationalization Society of Cnat 
Britain, L Davies, gave ex id cnee before the 
Commission. lb- presented an able argil 
ment, in support of the proposition that

by any party are 
election of some 
lie House. The 
to ciiaet Direct 
T. C Norris, has

' ' rail xx ax s. being public services, ought to 
lie publicly OXX Ill'll " lie set forth, with uti 
iiiisxx eralile clearness id proof, that, in the 
old world, as in the new, private railway 
enrporat ions are guided unfailingly hy self 
interest |o realization of the filet that com
bination is better than compel it ion, and so 
I lie \ come to working agreements for the 
maintenance of rates al as high a level as 
possible \I the same time, as Mr Davies 
also si't fiirlli, 1 lie system of private owner 
ship of railways, xx ith its iluplieiil ion of 
stall s and lilies and plant. means economic 
xx asl c.

Some sentences at the outset of Mr. 
Davies’ evidence before tlie Royal Commis 
siuii may xx « TI lie reproduced here:

' ' There arc some nervier* which, from their 
nat ure lui\ « fume to he regarded thruout the 
world a* living distinct from ordinary rum liter 
iial under t a Iv in g», in Hint, being eurent ml to 
even brunch of trade ami commercinl activity 
Hornet im« • a I ho to the m ml life of the corn 
m un 11 a tiny hIioiiM Le ojieriit e«l | >ri mit r i I y to 
<l\e those need*,. Mild only Heenlldl! n ly, I f lit 

for les" cime 111 0(1 l|c I II g pUtpONCM. Til Ml lip 
pried particularly to niciiiiH of comm^inicnl ion, 

instil need by the high rond* formerly 
postal her\ ici»f t he telil 

en 11y I he t ( lephonea, 
being the in it i il a rt eric* of t ra import 

category of

pli<

lilt jer 1 to I ol Im t III
graph mt\ ice, il 11 d more re-
ll^t
in the modern world, belonged to tin 
communication-, and just as it wan recognized 
that 11 was in the I lit ere t of the national well 
being In render road Ira ns poll an cheap iih poil 

.sible, and to carry correspondence and parcelM 
at minimum rates, ho it was in I he national in

•si to facilitate to 
•ollllliodlt les bet W •

the utmost the exchange 
•n different parth of the 

country* a ml with foreign count ricn. M

I lie il d X oeii 1 es of lin I ioiui | ownership main 
I h in I hal l lie pn vale railway corporation 
does not make I rmisport at ioii for I lie benefit, 
of I In- community its first considérai ion, as 
tIn- staleowned railway, when -rightly 
managed, dues. The first interest of I lie 
management of tlie private corporation is to 
produce dividends for I lie shareholders, 
often on watered slock. In this country, in 
deed, I Im root from which ci cry one of the 
railway evils which hear heavily upon tin: 
people grows is over capitalization.

In B'tiiiuiix and other countries of eontin 
entai Lnrope in which railways are slate- 
owned, rates are lower than in Breat Britain, 
when- private railway corporal ions arc sup 
posed to compete. With regard to the value 
of cum pet il ion, I lie wit ness said

‘‘The hi dory of railw.-pv do v * lopmcnt in thin 
count r*. howed that, while it wa- long held that 
competition between ra i I way rornpauicM wuh 
beneficial, t hen wa : an almonl fîontinuouH pro 
ci of amalgamation of mnnll eompanien into 
larger old Next came an agreement between 
the great 'ompanit • not. to cut raton, it, might 
be taken thaï now t here wan no active compel i 
lion between the different railway* in the mat 
ter of rate and fare»».n

Without gojiij/ further into the rlMiiiln of 
Mr 1 hi x i<H com preliefihi ve e videnep before 
the l»ov;il ( 'ouiminsion, it will Kiiffiee to net 
fort h here hih humming up :

‘‘Tlie large financial waving to be effected t>y 
utilizing î he better credit of the Ht ate red. only 
to purchase existing ■ stcm*. but aUo to provide 
the e a [ ital in-rtu.iry for exl efihionn at a con kid 
e/aljiy iow< r rate than that which ha* to te-

„_______ b'-rnf by the railwa , undertaking*, combined
11 h better Untiif r.il method* than the present 

methods aiI! provide a conniderabJe margin to
meet the «-ont of reduction in rate* and improve 
M^entk in condition* of labor. Additional facili 
11 < • will largely nti mu late traffic and be bene 
ficjaJ to the whole country, without throwing 
any burden on the community.9t

In regiinl In wlml was said hy opponents 
nf national ownership in regard to the evils 
that would result from the intrusion of poli
ticians and politics into the control and man 
agement. of state owned railways, Mr. Davies


