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Women Lctwyevs of Bvitish Columbia
> By Edith M. Cuppagc. *'

The study and practice of law has proved an attractive 
new field for the woman prepared to pit her mental powers 
against her brethren, since by an amendment to the Legal 
Professions Act in 1912 it has been possible for women to be 
called to the bar of the Province.

Miss Mabel Penery French was the pioneer ladyMawyer in 
British Columbia, and Mr. W. J. Bowser—now Leader of the 
Opposition at Victoria but then Attorney-General in the Mc­
Bride administration—is the officer of the Crown to whom the 
credit lies for widening the gate into the legal profession.

Like the Attorney-General of that day, a native of New

THE TEACHER AND THE SCHOOL
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developing many of the qualities of mind and heart that 
best become the boy and girl, and that are most certain to 
ensure success in life. And in this sphere the co-operation 
of the pupil with the teacher is usually hearty, and often 
enthusiastic, while in the class-room it may be but indif­
ferent.

If the school, then, is an extension and a complement of 
the home, a little world of citizens in the making, a miniature 
of the greater world which the pupils must later enter and 
for which they should be prepared, it is essential, I think, 
to the efficiency which this age demands, 'that our boys 
and girls there receive their training from both men and 
women, and from these in about equal numbers.

Purdy’s Are 
Sweet Reflections

As a personal gift Candy seems to be 
recognized as having a .field all its own.

It IS a gift—something one can take 
along and the sharing of it breaks down 
barriers of reserve—opens pleasant 
channels of talk.

The best candy is Jhirdy’s. Mr. 
Purdy’s name on a box of chocolates 
is an indication that the giver has 
selected with discrimination—and has 
some appreciation of goodness as ex­
pressed in candy.

R. C. Purdy, Limited
Maker of Purdy’s Ice Cre^m

675 Granville Street Vancouver, B.C.
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Brunswick, Miss FTëneh^had the honor of fighting a winning 
fight for the entry of woman to the legal profession in her 
native province before coming to Vancouver. Although re­
linquishing her position at the Vancouver bar to engage in 
educational and commercial work in the United States, Miss 
French’s place has since been filled by other ambitious girls 
of our own province, so that the provincial bar now boasts four 
qualified lady practitioners and a number bf girl students 
who have not yet completed their examinations.

Of British Columbia’s four women barristers, three of 
them, Miss Edith Paterson, Miss Gladys Kitchen, and Miss 
Leone Lalonde practice in Vancouver, while Miss Muriel Ring- 
land is taking advantage of a wide connection in Victoria.

Miss Edith Paterson, 
the first woman lawyer in 
Vancouver to open her 
own office, is a native 
daughter of the city. She 
is enthusiastic over the 
future for women and be­
lieves that they have no­
thing to fear from pre­
judice.

Receiving her legal 
training in the law cham­
bers of Frank Denton, 
K.C., of Toronto, and tak­
ing honors in her law 
course at Osgoode Hall, 
Miss Paterson has the dual 
honor of being a barrister 

MISS RINGLAND and solicitor of Ontario

and of British Columbia.
For a year or so after 

her return to this province 
Miss Paterson was asso­
ciated with the legal firm 
of McNeill, Bird and Mac­
Donald, and made several 
successful appearances as 
counsel in court as well as 
daily appearances as a 
solicitor in chamber ap­
plications in the Supreme 
Court. Her grasp of legal 
principles and directness 
of logic, even more than 
her sense of humor and 
pleasing address won for 
her at once a place of 
genuine fraternal esteem 
from her brother lawyers. MISS PATERSON
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guments on legal questions in judge’s chambers.
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