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that v< hi will keep out.declare 
the society 1 if ladies and gt ntlemen 
until you can enter it without em­
barrassment. This, too, is filling 
that comes l>\ practice.

Resolution will do much to­
ward checking your nervous ways, 
hut custom will do more. Instead 
of letting the realization of your 
awkwardness make you more awk­
ward, trv to copy the well-bred 
composure of the people you ad­
mire. You can never learn good 
maimers by shutting yourself 
a wav from the society of ladies 
and gentlemen ; and, however 
hard tlie lesson mav be, remember 
that it is a ver\ necessary part of 
your education.
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A fox, hotly pursued by the 
hounds, jumped through a hedge, 
and his feet were sadly torn by a 
bramble that grew in the midst, lie 
fell to licking his paws, with many 
a curse against the bramble for its 
unkind treatment.

A SMALL OPPORTUNITY.

woe in the future the wail which 
goes up over lost opportunity—the 
word which was not Sjxjken the 
led not performed—may not be the 
saddest, most despairing.”

I lie words touched her deeply. 
She turned to the child. It was 
not whether to speak, but how to 
begin.

“If you have no mother, you 
need all the more someone to love 
vou and care for you.”

“Hut there isn’t nobody,” said 
ie child, “except my aunt, and she 

doesn’t care much.”
”1 care for you, little one.”
“I like that,” turning toward her 

with a smile breaking through the­
se jherness.

“Hut—there’s some one better 
than I who watches over you all 
the time, and who will love you all 
your life. He will keep close be­
side you—and—I mean Jesus 
God’s Son. You know about Him, 
don’t you?”

“Yes, but He is so far off.”
“No, dear ; He is near you. He 

loves you—more than your mother 
loved you. He wants you to love 
Him.” The child’s eyes were fixed 
upon her.

“I’d like to,” wistfully.
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“Ah, you have brought home 
the sewing. 1 will take it up 
Nora has stepped out for a few 
minutes."

Chancing to be in the kitchen, 
Miss Agnes lingered to notice 
further the child who had come in 
—a small, neglected-looking girl, 
who stood with an expression too 
sober for her wars, warming her 
hands.

"You live near here, don't you, 
Susy?”

"1 live just round the corner, in 
the little brown house.”

“With your mother?”
“No; 1 haven't any mother." 

She still stood with her unsmiling 
face turned toward the stove, 
speaking with a forlorn tone, 
which moved all the young girl’s 
sympathies.

tor her heart was very tender 
with the touch of a new influence 
which had come to her—the touch 
which transforms the life, turn­
ing it from ah orption in self and 
filling it with the spirit of the 
Master’s loving thought fi r others. 
It was so new to her that she felt 
shy and backward about speaking, 
hut was warm with the desire to 
pass on, even with a slight and 
feeble
come to her

But what could she say.-' Was it 
Mways going to be difficult to 
sPeak, even to a little child, of the 
love of Jesus!
^ Is this one of my opportuni-

4 The word was to her full of 
significance. She had lately read an 
article in which lovingly and 
strongly .had been urged the duty 
°f seizing on such small chances as 
may come in our way. “It may be 
wondered if among all sounds of

way, the blessing which had

“Would you? I’m very glad.
Then you must try to be good, 
because He loves you and you 
love Him. You will be His own 
little child, and never say bad 
words, or take anything that is not 
vours, or tell what is not true. Will 
you think of it, Susy?

Hastily, half breathlessly, she 
finished, for steps were coming 
near. Nora was coming in, but 
that was not the worst, for her 
mischievous brother Jack stood 
near the door, wearing the most 
teasing expression.

Preaching, AggxT” he said, as 
Susv passed out. “You do it well.
But now, do you reallv think it 
will do any good? Don’t vou 
suppose that poor little morsel is 
so surrounded with all sorts of ill 
doing that it’s just as natural for 
her to steal and lie, as It is for her 
to breathe?”

“If she is. isn’t that the best rea­
son for trying to teach her some­
thing else?”

“Oh, yes, if you can. Go on. Tt 
will do you good. I’m sure; even 
if it does no other good.”

He was most provoking, but 
Agnes stood bravely by her 
colours.

“I’m not the one who is to 
insure its doing any good.”

“Bravo, Aggv. You’ve got it 
all at your tongue’s end, haven’t 
you?”

Two or three days later Agnes 
stood at a window as twilight was 
closing in. The street outside was 
brilliant with electric light and 
lively with passers-by.

The young girl watched as a 
small boy waited for the passing 
of a cable car in order to cross the 
street. He did not see the one
coming the other way. and I , „ sajd jack grcatlv pleased
heart heat «olently »s she saw I n, ^ skaKlcs, “The poor
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of her brother, just returning from 
skating. Quick as flash he drop­
ped his skates, in the shadow of a 
lamp-post and clashed toward the 
hov, snatched him from dire peril. 
As he scolded and comforted the 
confused, frightened youngster, 
Agnes’ attention was drawn to 
something else.

A small girl was stealing up near 
the skates, her eyes glancing 
quickly in every direction, as if in 
fear of being seen. She took ad­
vantage of the shelter of every 
shadow, of every passerby; at 
length, seizing the skates, she hid 
them under her shabby coat and 
darted round a corner out of sight.

It was her little “opportunity,” 
and Agnes turned away with sad­
ness in her heart.

“Poor little thing! It is not to 
he wondered at. I must keep on 
trying for her.”

Jack came in storming about his 
skates.

“Picked up in just that moment 
I was grabbing that little lad! 
was his indignant exclamation. 
Agnes could not see any use in-tell­
ing him where the skates had 
gone.

Late the next day Agnes was 
called to the hall. Susy was there, 
her face shining as she held up the 
skates.

“Here they are, Miss Agnes,” 
she said, in great delight. "I’d a 
brought them sooner, but I had to 
wait till Bill Green got out o’ the 
way. Bill was try in’ to get ’em last 
night, but I crep’ along and got 
’em before him.”
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“Oh, I am not at all sure of 
that,” said Agnes. But there was 
a glow of happiness in her heart 
that she had not let her small op­
portunity slip.—Sidney Day re, in 
S. S. Visitor.
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