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ill Wesleyan Ministers are Agents.

pect to the requests of strangers to 
preach in our pulpits. CSremastswes 
may possibly justify the laying aside 
of this rule; but instances of this kmd 
need special consideration.

THE BOOK COMMITTEE.
The Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

«ection of the Book Committee of the 
General Conference, was held last week 
at the Book Boom, Granrillq Street. 
The onlr member of the Committee ab­
sent was W. E. Dawson, of Charlotte­
town, who could not, without great 
inconvenience, cross the gulf in time 
for the meeting. The Balance Sheet 
for the year 1876, as submitted to the 
Board, showed in separate and distinct 
account the amount of Rales for the 
year, cash and credit,—the Wesleyan 
account, with a fair margin of profit— 
the printing department which, during 
the six months in which it has been in 
operation, after paying up all expenses 
of fitting up the office, and various ex­
tras, has still an encouraging balance 
in its favor—the ordinary expenditure. 
Profit and loss in which the item “ Bal­
ance nett profit,” is sure to command 
attention. Liabilities and assets in 
which, as compared with former years, 
the amount to balance has changed 
sides greatly to the interest of the con­
cern.

The Committee of Audit, Bev. Dr. 
Pickard, Principal Inch, and D. Henry 
Starr, Esq., after an examination of the 
statements of accounts, made with more 
than usual care, “ regard it as affording

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 1876.

TRANSFER COMMITTEE.
A notice has been received from Dr. 

Ryerson, President of General Confer­
ence, summoning the Transfer Com­
mittee to meet in the Mission Rooms 
at Toronto, on Thursday, May 18th, at 
10 a.m. The Representatives from the 
Eastern Conference will govern them­
selves accordingly.

The Editor left for Baltimore by the 
mail steamer “ Caspian,” last Tuesday. 
A desire to look in upon the American 
General Conference, as well as the de­
mands of his constitution for brief re­
laxation, have led him to act upon the 
generous advice of his brethren, by 
taking the respite of a few weeks. 
Everything necessary has been done 
toward carrying on tbe different inter­
ests of the Book and Publishing depart- 

in his absence, Rev. J. Lathern

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON 
CON NEXIONAL MATTERS.

Two or three important enquiries 
reach us this week. One has relation to 
the vexed subject of members, as re­
lated to the Children’s Fund. A min­
ister in Nova Scotia, whose position is 
not a solitary one, asks whether he is 
to refrain from receiving into full mem­
bership some scores of converts who 
have nearly completed their probation, 
and escape the tax for the Children’s 
Fund by reporting those members as 
on trial. Moreover, he alludes to mem­
bers who, living so far away that they 
cannot attend class, are dropped by 
superintendents from the lists of re­
turns, the tax in this way being par­
tially reduced. He recommends the
• retired list,” which, in some New 
England Churches, is adopted by way 
)f keeping members, not fully returned, 
mder the inspection of the pastor.

It may safely be assumed that the 
Suva Scotia Conference will change its 
principle of sustaining the Children’s 
Fund at its next session. There is no 
fair reason why a circuit, because its 
membership, through mercy, has been 
loubled, should be required to pay 
twice its former amount to the Chil- 
iren’s Fund. Yet this is what must 
ensue if no alteration shall be adopted 
in the constitution of our Fund. It 
would be well for all interested to keep 
the subject in view and deliberate upon 
modes suitable for recommendation.

Another subject which we are asked 
to write upon, and which frequently 
has demanded our attention of late, is 
that of the guardianship of our pulpits. 
A trustee enquires as to the proper 
authority from whom permission is to 
be obtained when a stranger desires to 
occupy one of our churches. He chal­
lenges the right of superintendents to 
take any responsibility of this kind, un­
less the office of trustee is to be regard­
ed as a mere name.

We had supposed that the relative 
powers of ministers and trustees, in re­
gard to the use of our churches, were 
fully understood by all superintendents 
at least. Those places of worship are 
secured to the connexion by deeds, 
which specify the objects for which the 
churches are to l«e used. The respon­
sibility of guarding our churches from 
the intrusion of preachers of doubtful 
character or doctrine we have always 
regarded as a very serious one. It is 
certain that in England no conditions 
are more carefully watched than those 
of the occupancy of our pulpits. No 
stranger, for instance, should request 
permission to preach in any church, who 
is not prepared to present satisfactory 
certificates that our people shall not be 
imposed upon. In the absence of such 
certificate—indeed in any case—trus­
tees are the legal guardians of our pro­
perty, and should be consulted nre s-
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kindly consenting to take charge of the perfectly satisfactory evidence that the 
Wesleyan till the Editor’s return. - • • — " ’-----12----business in all its departments is in a 

very healthy and prosperous condition.”
A resolution expressive of gratifica­

tion with the exhibit of this year, and 
appreciative of the enterprise and suc­
cessful administration of Bro. Nicolson 
was unanimously passed. The Rev. 
W. H. Heartz, D. H. Starr, and Wm. 
B. McNutt, Esqrs., were appointed 
Audit Committee for the next year.

THE NEWLY ELECTED BIBLE 
AGENT.

Mr. Rassell did such admirable work 
that we are anxious to see his place well 
occupied. As will be seen by the follow­
ing notice, the agency for the Bible Socie­
ty has been assigned to Mr. Toland of N. 
B. If his mission is to prove successful, 
Christians everywhere must receive him 
readily and co-operate with him.

At a meeting of the Nova Scotia Aux­
iliary, held in the Y. M. C. A. building on 
Friday, 31st March, the Hon. S. L. 3ha u- 
non in the chair, Mr. John Toland of 
Studholtn. N. B., was elected agent in the 
room of Rev. A. Russell, resigned. Mr. 
Toland will be able to enter upon his du­
ties early in the summer, and the Commit­
tee would confidently bespeak for him a 
continuance of the kindness and consid­
eration given to his predecessor, by the 
several branches among whom he is called 
to labor. James Fabquhar,

Secretary.

A. T. Stewabt lived to the age of 
seventy-two. He had ample time for 
consummating his best purposes res­
pecting the good which his enormous 
wealth should accomplish for mankind. 
But he went on accumulating till death 
came and surprized him. He gained 
eighty millions of dollars—a sum which 
none can understand in its full mean­
ing—yet died without completing his 
plans. Does it not strike the minds of 
observers that this ceaseless, tireless, 
desperate pursuit of wealth is a cruel 
delusion ? Society has claims upon 
our energies quite as much as business, 
aud God most of all. Twenty millions 
of dollars, with a rounded life, an influ­
ence remaining destined to affect mul­
titudes for good, would be something 
grand ; but eighty millions of dollars, 
with little else than a name for busi­
ness habit and diligence, seem to us, 
after all, scarcely worth the toil and 
unrest of a long lifetime.

We endorse the following from the Pres­
byterian Witness :

Zell's Populab Encyclopedia.— 
We have now received the first 12 num­
bers of this excellent work, bringing the 
subjects down to Car. The whole will be 
completed in 64 numbers. So far as we 
have been able to test the work it is accu­
rate, full, concise and reliable.—A sample 
number, 40 pages with elegantjmap, will be 
sent to applicants for 20 cents. Horace 
King, Thomsonville, Conn., is agent for 
New England, and the Dominion of Can» 
an da. Mr. H. Kimball, Librarian of N. H. 
State Historical Society says of this work :

Ms. Horace Kixo.—Dear Sir,—I am glad to 
testify to the superior value of Zell’s Encyclopedia, 
recently placed in this Library.

It is so exceedingly comprehensive and concise, 
supplying “ in a nut-shell,” comparatively, all the 
essential facts of knowledge—that the more expen­
sive, cumbrous, and wordy Encyclopedias are evi­
dently destined to be largely superseded thereby.

The letter from Newfoundland wl 
we publish m another column, gfy' 
specimen of circuit work in Green 
will be read with interest. The narra- 
tire of the turn around the Bay, involv­
ing travel upon snow-shoes for nearly 
two hundred miles, reads like a chapter 
in the most heroic period of Methodist 
history. To the brethren engaged in 
pioneer work in Newfoundland, carry­
ing the blessed message of salva­
tion to the spiritually destitute 
settlements, we accord the highest 
recognition ; and we rejoice in the 
abundant success which in that colony 
has cheered the hearts of these intrepid 
and self-denying laborers. The appeal 
for tracts fmd such liteiature as is now 
abundantly provided for gratuitous dis­
tribution, we commend to the consider­
ation of the Colportage Committee. We 
regret to say that from Newfoundland we 
have received a communication of very 
different kind, informing us of the con­
tinued illness of Rev. C. Ladner, and the 
necessity in his case of rest. We deep- i 
ly sympathise with our esteemed bro-

j
seuoe : “ Principles of Wesleyan Method- 
urn,” in 1851; " Oongrwattonal Inde- 
tw>twWt and Wesleyan Connectronalism 

.* “ Lecture on Premillenan-
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with the Church of England “ The Sab­
bath and the Sabbath Law before and after 
Christ “National Education,” and “The 
“Living Wesley.” It is rumoured that 
an early number of the Contemporary Re­
view wul contain a contribution from Dr. 
Higg on the Churchmaship of Jehn Wee- 
ley.

Circuit Supplies.—Several of the 
Conference Students now attending the 
College at Sackville will be prepared to 
take Circuit or Home Missionary work 
during the Summer vacation.

Further information may be obtained 
on application to the Undersigned.

CHARLES STEWART.

N.B.—It is requested that application 
be made as soon as practicable.

Sackville, N.B., Ap. 25—3 .
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ther in the interruption of his minis te- The Bermuda a larger vessel will be filled 
ribwort, and trust that enforced rest next week. Prices are below the averagerial work, and trust that enforced rest iea«on
may tend to rapid recuperation of ■
strength.

Halifax and Dartmouth Sabbath 
School Association.—There will be a 
meeting of the above on Tuesday eve­
ning next, May 9th, in the basement of 
Brunswick St. Church, at half-past 1. 
Subject for discussion, “ Teachers’ 
meetings—their importance and ob­
ject.”

ENGLISH DEPUTATION AT Ae 

GENERAL CONFERENCE.
The General Conference of the Amer­

ican Methodist Church which is now 
meeting at Baltimore, is one of the most 
influential ecclesiastical assemblies of 
modem times. British Methodism will 
be reprsented by two of her most solid 
and scholarly men, the Rev. W. B. 
Pope, Professor of Theology, aud the 
Rev. Dr. Rigg, Principal of Westmin­
ster College. It was our privilege last 
Quadrennial Conference, held in Brook­
lyn, to be present during the introduc­
tion of the distinguished British depu­
tation, the Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, 
whose calm statesmanlike address made 
a profound impression ; and the Rev. 
Morley Punshon, whose thrilling impas­
sioned eloquence wrought the Confer­
ence and audience to a height of enthu- 
si%m which we have never seen equalled 
on such an occasion. Though not gift­
ed with the same oratorical power as 
their predecessors in this honorable ap­
pointment, Messrs. Pope and Rigg will 
nobly represent the British Conference. 
These gentlemen are appreciatingly re­
ferred to by the English correspondent 
of the Christian Advocate :—

Mr. Pope is one of tbe best biblical and 
theological scholar's in Methodism, and to 
put him at the head of this rank would 
neither be flattery to him nor injustice to 
his brethren. His preaching is scholarly, 
theological, and closely reasoned, and is 
specially characterized by deep 'reverence, 
and great refinement of religious feeling. 
For many years he has been one of the 
principal contributors to the London Quar­
terly Review, and sole editor of it for the 
last few years. He is the author of a vo­
lume of sermons on the Person of Christ, 
a Compendium of Theology, and th^ 
“ Prayers of St. Paul,” the latter work is 
just now issuing from the press. But Mr. 
Pope’s writings will be too well known to 
your theological thinkers to need any de­
scription here. t

Dr. Rigg was born jut Newcasile-on- 
Tyne, on January 21, 1821, aud educated 
at Kingswood. He is too well known 
among the Wesleyans of the United States 
to need any formal introduction to them. 
He is a man of enormous reading, and 
very wide range of information. In fact, 
it would be difficult to find one better ac­
quainted with everything in the sphere of 
human interests, both as regards this 
world and the next. To those who know 
what a vast amount of work he gets 
through te is a veritable puzzle of tenacity 
and human industry. The Education De - 
partment over which he presides, has, dur­
ing the last few years, been far more se­
verely tried than any other department of 
Methodism. This severe trial has been 
inevitable from the change in Wesleyan 
opinion, and from the movement of the 
nation for a more complete system of na 

j tional education. Dr. Rigg defended his 
i position with conspicuous ability and per- 
! severance, and though in the heat of de- 
' bate some hard things were said, there is 
no soreness left. The Doctor has a for­
giving spirit, and he neither aulks nor 
bears malice. Hi* contributions to the 
London Quarterly jReview have been nu­
merous, and the wile range of, these sub­
jects indicates thefbreadth and generality 
of his sympathies and cnltury. Philoso­
phy, theology, sociology, literature, bio­
graphy and history, have all ween treated 
by him. He is only now in roe prime of 
life, and the following list of his publica­
tions bears witness to his ability and dili-

News from Bermuda.—The steamer 
Camina sailed yesterday (April 26), for 
New York with a full cargo of 18,150 bxs. 
Tomatoes, 12 to 14 lbs. each ; 4,186 boxes 
Onions, 50 lbs. each ; 2679 barrais Pota­
toes ; 49 boxes Beets. This is only tbe 
commencement of the shipping season

Our English Letter.

THE MISSIONARY INCOME

For 1875-6 will reach the amount of 
«£184,000, and will about equal the 
sums raised last year. Your readers 
will remember that this was exception­
ally high, and was increased by several 
large legacies, so that if the income for 
the present year reaches the high figure 
already named, it must be accepted as 
proof of steady growth and develop­
ment. This is matter for sincere thank­
fulness and hope, as the claims for help 
and the widening fields of labour were 
never more numeroùs than at present. 
The approaching anniversary on May 
1st will be a joyous occasion, height­
ened, it is hoped, by tbe appearance of 
the Rev. J. T. Perks, after his import­
ant and arduous labours in Africa. A 
full programme of preachèrs and speak­
ers for the forthcoming meetings has 
been published, and it is evident that 
this department of the work of our 
church is being very vigorously car­
ried on. j

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
has already secured a successful anni­
versary, and eclipsed all its former 
rather dull and unattractive meetings. 
Exeter Hall was engaged, and a fine 
choir of several hundreds of young peo­
ple led the singing. Mr. .Jackson Wray 
spoke in his best style on behalf of 
Wesleyan day schools, Mr. Garrett 
pleaded with his usual pathos and pow­
er for the outcast and orphaned chil­
dren, and then Mr. W. C. Simpson took 
up the claims of our great Sabbath- 
school work. . Dr. Punshon then took 
up the speaking, and in his own master­
ly and inimitable manner presented the 
pressing demands of all the topics, 
urged by the others, and brought the 
meeting to a noble finish, after securing 
a liberal collection.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

lias received another memorial to grace 
its walls and recall the memories of de­
parted worth and greatness. The tab­
let which was unveiled a few days ago 
is intended to do honor to John and 
Charles Wesley, and through them to 
the worthy men who were identified 
with them, and the great work which 
under God they were the agents in ori- 
ginating.

It is fitting that the Wesleys should 
be remembered in our grand old Abbey, 
and take their place among the sculp­
tured memorials which in such great 
numbers adorn its walls. The event 
has given great satisfaction to the 
Wesleyans throughout England, and is 
another proof of the fine liberal spirit 
and large heartedness of Dean Stanley. 
He has taken very deep interest in the 
work and done very much to further the 
matter from its first moving. Dr. Job- 
son has also been closely identified 
with the movement, his fine artistic 
tastes and business ability having large­
ly contributed tothe success which has 
attended the whole business. The 
Memorial is a fine work of art, chaste 
and original in design, and full of mem­
entoes of Methodist writers, living and 
dead. It is well known that the lament­
ed Lady Augusta, the distinguished wife 
of the Dean, took a great interest in 
the proposed movement, and if her life 
had been prolonged, the unveiling 
would have been done by her hand. Her 
recent death, and interment in the Ab­
bey, gave a tone of profound sadness to 
the ceremonial, in which she was to have 
taken an important part, and led the 
Dean, to quote the touching and appro­

priate Unes from C. Wesley,—
“ Mj company before is goL

And I am left alone with thee.”
DEATH OP MB. W. T. WHBLPTOX

D has pleased God to remove one of 
His honored and useful servante. i„ 
prime of life, and in the midst 3 7»
^Ttk'^Tbe death °f Mr Whelpt^ 
is felt to be a great calamity, not onk 
to the circuit to which he belonged hZ 
to the whole Methodism of the metro^ 
olia. He was closely identified with til 
our leading institutions, giving much 
time and judgment to their management 
and contributing liberally to their main’ 
tenance. Pursuing his' work in quiet! 
ness, and with unfaltering perseverance, 
all who were associated with him were 
led to praise him highly. His loss will 
be widely felt. The fatal fever was 
taken in Rome, to which citv he had 
gone for a short visit with some rel». 
lives, and three of the party were 
stricken down. It is hoped that the 
death which has taken place will be the 
only one, but yet one very precious life 
is taken, and one that the Church of 
God will long hold in grateful, loving 
remembrance.

THE TROUBLE IN TURKEY
is not yet settled. In spite of all the 
negotiations of the Great Powers, the 
disaffected and oppressed people, brave­
ly fight on, as they appear to have no 
faith in any of the promises made to 
them by their treacherous rulers, and 
to know the utter worthlessness of 
any pledges of reforms that the 
Turks may make. They beliere 
they can win better terms, than 
n any that have yet been proposed. 
We cannot bu^Teel deep sym­
pathy, possessed as we are of Christian­
ity and freedom, with the struggles of 
this people against the Mohapimedan 
tyranny of their rulers. It is high 
time for steps to be taken to establish 
a strong Christian power in European 
Turkey. Surely help will soon be rais­
ed up for the oppressed and persecuted 
confessors of Christ in those Provinces.

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14th 
has been spent by us, in the midst of 
snow, and exceedingly cold and high 
winds. Such an amount of snow, aid 
bleak weather in the midst of spring 
has not been known for half a century,

April 17. B.

New England Letter.

Mr. Editor,—Permit me to drop you • 
few items that may be of interest to your 
readers. You are not so far away but that 
we exert a good influence on each other. 
Our New England Conference is over. Re­
lentlessly the iron wheel has again re­
volved, and the members have quietly gone 
to their appointed places. Well may 
Bishop Haven say that the itinerancy is 
the safeguard of Methodism. The Con­
ference was in all respects a most pleasing 
one, though some sharp and pungent 
speeches were made. We met there Bro, 
Huestis and wife from Windsor. With 
characteristic modesty he would not al­
low himself to be introduced to the Con­
ference. Strolling into the famous Bos­
ton Preachers’ Meeting, however, on the 
following Monday, we found that the Down 
East brother had the floor, and if he will 
just skip these lines I’ll go on to say that 
the Nova Scotia Conference may be proud 
of her representative. For over a half 
hour in a clear, telling and cogent speech, 
he placed before the meeting the usage* 
and polity of the Methodist Church of 
Canada. The speech abounded in sharp 
hits on some of the weak points of tbe 
American system. For instance, he called 
attention to the fact that the Canadiss 
Methodists allow no minister to be super 
annuated, to go into business and yet hold 
his Conference connections intact. It*** 
a worthy speech from a worthy man.

To-day 1 have had the pleasure of hear­
ing Henry Ward Beecher address th# 
Theological School. No words of 
could do justice to the fiery and eloquent 
expressions of the speaker. Full of 
and with pent up emotion occasiowf 
breaking forth, he seemed to us the 
bodimemt of all that is noble and manly 
in Christian character. “ The measure o 
man’s usefulness is the measure of bw ®- 
ward power.” “ The fundamental charar 
ter is tic of a true minister is all c0|*Pa*. 
sionateness.” The ability to pour hi®*6 
out as Christ emptied Himself, *®~ 
need be, to death, must be possessed 
the minister of Jesus Christ, These an^ 
other burning thoughts fell from bjj*"PJ 
in words that went straight to the 
of his hearers and led them to l0”*. 
that power that would make ties* ^ 
helpers to humanity, as he portrayed 
true troepel minister to be. Clou j 
gather about this good man’s Pat^ 
trust not long hence God will TlB ^ 
the uprightness of his servant, and 
listened to the simple, childlike, hoj^ ^ 
tion that accompanied his Pra7er ^ j 
conclusion of his address could no ^ 
feeling that there stood before us 
minister of Jesus Christ.

But I’m afraid my pen has waB®^ 
tod far and here I stop.

Yours, jp?.
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