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OUR EXCHANGES.

Joseph Cook has a rush of appointments 
for lectures en England. He will be oblig
ed to speak nearly every night until May 
or June.

The Next York Obeerver ea>re ; ‘<?he re
fusal of tb< Episcopal Convention to allow 
extemporaneous prayer iu public-worship 
was an u«fortunate step.”

A stratger manifested hie thankfulness 
at the election cf Mr. Garfield by present
ing the American Board of Foreign Mis
sions with 0.

The Biohop of Tournay -(Belgium) has 
felt the might of Pope Leo’s wrath. His 
open revolt bae lost hint hie episcopal rank 
and title, besides bringing down upon him 
a “ brief particularly severe.”

The A rcbbiehop of Park, as bit protest 
against “ the decrees,” caused the pulpits 
in the
city
by Dominican and Capuchin preachers.

Dean Stanley says, the difference exist
ing iu the Homan Catholic Church on th j 
subjeot of tho Infallibility of the Pope is 
wider than on any doctrine held by Pro
testants.

General Garfield a aye in regard to his 
Cabinet: “ Thai is 
know more about three months from now.

I have made up in y mind to L : for three 
tnom'.s a firct-olass listener."

inst lco ueci-ees, clergymen is two 1
be greater part of the churcbes in that cop,rl Gf publieati 
to be supplied on “ All Saints Day i B„(,g have been ii

Mr. Eliot Stock’s penny New Testament 1 
has already reached a circulation of near
ly.‘^0»b00 copies, and he expects to sell a 
million in the course of twelve months.

The N. *Y. Independent thinks that a 
man with such examples of missionary 
success before him as Madagascar, the 
Sandwich Islands, Fiji, Burmah, Japan, 
Turkey, and Sierra Leone, who undertakes 
to prove missions a failure, nrost have 
more zeal and confidence in an unworthy 
cause than ere required iutbe most difficult 
missionary enterprise.

As John Harrigan, a resident of Bliss- 
ville, L. L, in the employ of the trustees 
of Calvary Cemetery, was-engaged in dig
ging a grave in that cemetery a Sunday 
or two since, the sides suddenly caved in 
and buried him. As soon as the accident 
was discovered he waa extricated, but life 
was extinct. He had been sti ff icated in 
the grave he was digging for -another.

A carious incident is given in the 
Glenseteter Chronicle. It states, that at a 
funeral which took place in a parish near 
Orewkerne, recently, the clergyman was 
unable to officiate, and the service in his 
abeense was read by his wife. Here we 
have the first instance of the accomplish
ment of that which so alarmed the House 
of Commons, the idea of a woman con
ducting a funeral.

The Episcopal society in New York for 
the promotion of Christianity among the 
Jews, has sustained a school with eighty- 
five scholars, and an industrial school of 
forty-six members. The average attend
ance of Jews at the lectures delivered by 
clergymen is two hundred. Over 106,000 

ons in different langu
ages Have been issued during the past 

I year.
i Louise Michel, the heroine of the Paris 
i Commune; was a handsome woman of 
twenty seven when sent to New-Caledonia

THE PRAYER MEETING AT ------ .
WHere ? The picture was taken ab-oad, 

but the blank may be filled up with the 
names of familiar localities where the 
worshippers in the basement “ most do 
congregate” near the door or close to the 
walls, or where, however small the num 
her, each keeps his lonely pew as if '• warn
ing to trespassers” were raised above all 
other qiew doors.

The timidity of some Christians is re
markable. You will see it on Wednesday 
evenings at prayer meeting. They come 
into the room as if they were walking on 
eggs, and look as demure and pitiful as if 
they were entering a jail, or a hospital of 
contagious diseases. At the hour of 
opening the services, these rabbit-hearted 
believers will be Seated in the border pews 
and nearest the door, as if to make a 
speedy escape, in case of an earthquake or 
afire. They circle rbund the cold walls 
of the prayer-room, as if they had got inside 
of a powder-magazine which might ex
plode were they to come near enough to- 
get her to make any warmth !

The minister or leader is expected to 
bridge over all the gulfs, to thaw out all 
the ice, to light up all the gloom, to sweep 
out all the cobwebs, to put smiles on every 
lip, tears in every eye, and songs on every 
tongue.

The week-day evening audience ought 
to be the very vitality of th)congregation, 
and the pastor’s eleotrifier for Sunday 
sermons and prompter to daily work. The 
warm-hearted people should come up close 
around him in the social meeting and sing 
back into his soul the gospel they have 
heard from his lips and s*en in his life 
during the week. Every nearest seat to 
the stand should b<# the first one filled. 
There is a wonderful power in this intima
cy that confides, sympathizes, sustains 
and blends into brotherhood around the 

eight or nine years ago. When she return- | lea(jei where lie stands to talk of Jesus to

CEASED TO MEET.
Is not the entry sometimes made in 

haste ? Ordina -ily no one should be so 
dropped. “ Line upon line, here much 
and there much,” that is bow the dear 
Lord deals with us. and that is how we 
ought to deal with one another. Let the 

„„ l^e coma*ltleo word of d-»om bo put opposite no name
There were t>< reckoned as due «> disap- untlj tbe leiiJer has seen and expostulated

number rises to nearly 800. There 
are 57 disruptions charged to th» account 
of unsuitable wives. (Let unmarried 

1 preachers be warned in time). But no 
I effort seems to have been made to ascer- 
i tain the number of wrecks for which un
suitable wives in the congregation shoul 
be held responsible, adds th

ed to Paris the other day, she was a worn 
and haggard woman, who'looked at least 

something w*e will all i fifty years old, and whose raven hair had 
| turned to gray. Her eyes were very dark 
' and sweet, but seemed too habituated to 
\ express suffering to look glad.

B:shop Mullin, of Erie, Penn., has pub
licly depr. cat ed the custom of placing 

I fiord decorations on the coffins ot de- 
ceased members of Lis church. In future 
only a black pall is to be thown over the 

I casket, so that all gaudy trimmings or de- 
ot every kind will be hidden

Syu a’s first railroad ie.jnst finished. It 
has steel tracks. No men are allowed iu 
the ladies’ car, even the conductor being 
obliged to collect fares from it through a 
hole in the -eide.

M( Lowell says he learned Italian in I corations. i i i T «•/ a* < tnuu
Older to study Dante./ The best way, he 
thinks, to learn a language is to take a 
“great book” and a dictionary, and go tv 
work.

The American companies 
adu last year paid out for er

premiums

Can- 
y Slut

of premiums received #f>,93 for losses 
and $14,35 for general expenses, leaving 
$172 tor profit-—Inswan-e Age.

It is reported that Prince Bismark has 
given orders for the preparation of a pro
ject iif law which is to be a magnificent 
attempt, on the wholesale seal-*, to combat 
drunkenness by limiting the facilities for 
indulgence in that vice.

Amongst the announcements of the 
coming seacon is a work in which the 
“ Alleged Claims of Queen Victoria to the 
Throne of Dur id” will be «rammed in con
nection with “ Anglu-Isrceliam and the 
Great Pyramid.” "r"

In a n >te on an article on “ Guizot in 
Private Life,” in the Weelcyan Me. hod is t 
Magazine for November, the editor states 
that it is well known that during a con
siderable part of Guizot’s later life, Wes- 
leyau Metbodiot services were regularly 
conducted in Lis house.

In ad address before the Committee on 
Publication, Di. Fitzgerald, of the Nash
ville Advocate,s: ruck the key-note when he 
said that one purpose ought to animate 
every preacher ; Put a Methodist ptper 
in every Me* Wist family. He urged it 
as i he prime question of the day. 11* h- 
mond Advocate.

Of Disraeli the London Times says,— 
Re is as foppish in his old age as m b» 
younger days, wearing fresh hvenders 
-every day, and is never without a bright 
.fiower in his coat. And a L mden letter 
k the New York.Trifwne adds: "He spends 
tiu hours every day in haring the histon- 
Cal curl on hie forehead done up,

■Thefiist colored.eitizen who has ever 
served as a juror in the criminal courte of 
Net- York County. ALT. waa called m the 
Court of General Sessions November 8. 
Colored men bar© be©n ©all©d on jnry 
tapais frequently before, but hare been 
excused from serving at their owe re
quest.—N. Y. Advocate.

In many parts of the South the happy 
spectacle was witnessed, during the past 
few months, of sweeping revivals of reli
gion overtopping the paiitioal agiuuoa. 
Properly tested, the gospel will exhibit 
this power always and in ail pine»*- Ie 
the work of faith with power.—NaehVxUe 
Advocate.

The effort to introduce the Continental 
pronunciation of Latin and Greek in 
English schools has not proved sucoessfnl, 
so it is said, and the old-fashioned Eng
lish pronunciation is gaining favour again 
So after all we shall not be compelled to 
say Kikero instead of Cicero.—Central 
Advocate.

from view. The bishop gives as a reason 
for bis course that the custom of decora
tion lias bee >me too extravagant.

Many cleigvmen in the United States 
have lately received a circular from a Lon
don dealer in second-hand sermons. He 
offers sermons “ lithographed in a bold, 
round hand,” so that those who happen to 
see them would suppose that they were 
manuscript, for 25 cents each, or $20 per 
100 He has a hue of cheaper sermous in 
print at 10 cents apiece, warranted ortho
dox, a.'d others a little more expensive, 
«pinch ivo “a pleasantness, yet an awful 
solonri'.i r y about them.”

A re at New York pamphleteer, whose 
staten: is have not been questioned, 
affiims' at the Roman Catholic institu
tions of iat city have “ obtained during 
the pa> 11 years $3.50(\(K)0 worth of 
public cn lots, and $0,042,6*5 in public 
money, th greater part of this sum com
ing from ibe city treasury.. They are 
now drawing from the public purses 
$700,000 a year, and most of this comes 

| out of the pockets of New York city tax
payers.”

From the New York Evangelist : “ One 
of the vilages in the western part of this 
State must be greatly disturbed by Scan
dal, judg.ug from the announcement of 
the .pi ess that all the pastors of the place
__acd th* re are at least four—would
preach last Sabbath morning on the sub
ject of ‘Gossip and Slander,’ taking for 
their text the sixth verse of the forty-first 
Psalm: ‘ And if he come to see me, he 
speaketh vanity : bis heart ga.thereth 
miqusty to itself ; when be goetk abroad 
he telletb it. ”

One *>f the secular journals of Chicago 
gives a very dear opinion on the subject 
which aoroe of the religions journals are 
trying to muddle. After referring to Dr. 
Thomas and the Methodist authorities, it 
says : “ We do not desire to ioterfore in 
the ecclesiastical controversy among our 
Methodist brethren, bat as an hnmble 
layman we cannot suppress a feeling that 
if a member either of a political party or 
a Church cannot endorse its formulated or 
known creed, it-is due both to it and to 
him that he should lose no time in taking 
himself ont of it”—N. Y. AdvocaU.

M Dreyfus, a Jewish merchant of Bor
deaux, has complained to the Isrelitieh 
Alliance of which 4e is a member, that 
his daughter has been expelled from a 
boarding school in that city for no other 
reason th»" that she is the child of Jewish 
parent». This reminds one of the inter
position of Henry Moore, who when Mr. 
Wesley was about to refuse a young 
woman a note of admission into the love- 
feast at City-Road, whispered into hie ear,
- Wbat, Sir. would you hand her over to 
the Devil then P” Whereupon Mr. Wee- 
ley said, “Thank you, Henry, adding, 
•‘.There, young woman, is » ticket for yon!” 
-Evangeliete-

the peuple.
But where professing believers act with 

the woodenness of things, expecting to 
be told where to sit, wbat an now to sing, 
Low to do the childhood duties of the gos
pel ; where they make no effort to advance, 
to build up, to reach and rescue fellow-men 
from sin ; where they come to service as a 
mere obligation, bringing no neighbor, 
cheering no sufferer, radiating no light— 
it is enough to kill an ordinary pastor, 
mind and body, to sustain such a charge.

If any two or three, quoted so often in 
social prayer, would but get to work and 
imitate the early disciples in evangelical 
effort, to go out into the highways and 
hedges after the perishing people, and by- 
love and good nature compel them to 
come iSt-tbere would soon be a change from 
iciness to a pentecost. If the inner cir
cles round the altar were kept close and 
full, the genial warmth of the meetings 
would flame and glow, snd the Church 
would be stirred as with a mighty rush
ing wind, and thousands would be con
verted iu a day !

But as long as Christians go in and out 
in the touch-me-not by-ways of self and 
clan, and turn tbe cold shoulder to the 
Lord, we cannot expect prosperity or 
power. y=

CHURCHES AND PASTORS.
Tbe St. Louis correspondent of the N. 

Y. Christian Advocate describes at length 
the proceedings of tbe fourth National 
Council of Cungregati >nal Churches of 
tbe United States lately held in St. Louis. 
Gee report is especially suggestive.

The repot t of the Committee on “ Pas
torless Churches and Churehless Pastors” 
contained many interesting points. Out 
of.3,674 Churches t)11 are without pastors, 
and out of 3,842 imm-aei s 1.136 are with
out Churches. The c mmittve had found 
that during the last tin ce years 3,475 pas
toral dissolutions had taiieu pi ice. This 
is nearly equal to the changes that take 
place in the Methodist Church with our 
three years limitation. Extend or re
move the limitation, and our preachers 
would probably remain longer on the 
average than do Congregationalists. No 
less than 664 ot these removals were at

tributed solely to financial causes, and 
484 of - these were connected with the pov
erty of the Churches, the undue multipli
cation of. feeble Churches to small villages, 
and their,tardy or unwilling support of 
minis tecs. Nearly 300 eases of disruption 
were reported to the committee from the 
unreasonable demands in many congrega
tion for extraordinary popular gifts in 
tbe minister, and the reliance upon him 
to keep up a high pressure of public in
terest, and.fill the pews. The careless en
gagement of men without proper creden
tials, together with doctrinal aberrations 
towards laxity.or excess of orthodoxy, was 
reported as haling caused 120 disruptions. 
As many dissolutions had been caused by 
ministers as were due to Churches. Un
fitness for the ministry, defective morale, 
temper, or administrative ability, etc., had 
caused 416 dissolutions. “If to these,’" 
says the committee. “ were added the in
stances of disruption on account of undue 
eagerness for large pay, place aad accom
modation ; nnwillingness to live as tbe 
average of the people, lack of consecra- ' 
tion to the work, impatience under ordi- 
nary parish trials, laziness, neglect of pul- l 
pit preparation and pastoral duties, the

pointaient and disc mragemeut, 26 from 
making ministerial service a work of mere 
mechanical routine, 14 from choir quar
rels, and 24 from incompatibility. A lay
man thought the cause of much of the 
trouble was the want of greater spiritual
ity in the ministry.

A RELIGIOUS SERVICE ON BOARD 
H M. S. -SUPERB."

A Wesleyan chaplain at Chatham, Eng
land writes to the Methodist R»cor .'*r :

As the first religions service on U nrd 
H M S Superb was conducted by a \ 7es. 
leyan minister it occurred to me that an 
account of the servie* might not be unin
teresting to some of your readers. The 
declared Wesleyans on board this ship 
numbered about forty-five ; those of them 
not on duty or on leave were marched to 
the Sunday morning service at our chapel 
at the Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Home. I 
had also kn opportunity of becoming ac
quainted with many of them Bat I 
thought this was not enough, and wished, 
if possible, to speak to them individually. 
This, however, is very d fficult. The only 
chance is tie go at the men’s dinner hour 
and in their “ mess” to talk to the declar
ed Wesleyans you may happen to find. 
Amid the noise, laughter and fun of the 
dinner hour any religious conversation is 
carried ou under the most awkward cir
cumstances. The question then arose 
whether it would be possible to meet those 
in. a on board ship and hold a short relig
ious service. I feared this would not be 
granted, but I went and saw the captain, 
who received me with that frank courtesy 
that always characterises the naval officer. 
Having stated to him my desire, he at 
once told me be would do all he could to 
help me. In a day*or two permission was 
given and the service arranged for—“ Oa 
Tuesday, at six o’clock, in tbe after-bat
tery”—such were the orders. All th- 
men were informed, and Mr. Hansel 1. our 
Scripture reader, spent some time before 

i six o’clock iu personal invitation, 
j At the time app ointed >ve went to the 

battery ; it seemed strange to sing and 
pray amid, huge gi^ns. There was a con
stant noise and tbe passing of men. It 
was, however, tbe best and quietest place 
that could have been selected for us. A 
lantern or two was banging from the iron 
beams. The whole scene was more “ dim” 
than " religious/’ We started with sing
ing; about four men had come ; a= the 
hymn finished we had a goodly number. 
After, prayer and another hymn we were 
surrounded by about eighty men. Mr. 
Hansell and myself ad die -sed them. It 
was pleasant to see their eager, honest 
faces. Fur good listeners there is nothing 
like a company of blue-jackets. We spoke 
to them homely truths in a homely way. 
It was our last chance of telling them the 
“ good news.” We concluded the meet
ing with the hymn, Light in the dark
ness, sailor”—a great favourite with the 
men ; they sang it with much heartiness. 
The ship is going t > Malta, and 1 urged 
the men to make a friend of Hr. Liver- 
ack, who is stationed there. Before we 
left we shook hands with these brave fel
lows ; it was pleasant to feel their houeàt 
grip, land to bear the oft-repeated “ Thank 
you, Sir, for coming ; it is very kind of 
you-” We also gave away some of Mr. 
Pcarae's tracts. As the ship had only 
been taken over the day before, the first 
religious service um board H M 5 Superb 
was Conducted by a Wesleyan minister 
app anted for thefieligious benefit of the 
declared Wesleyiaas in the Arujy and 
Navy.

THE PARSON'S DREAM.
*’ I had a dream.”
Which was not all a dream.”

“ The pastor of one of the uptown 
churches in New York,” says the Working 
Church, relates the following singular 
dream : “Some time ago I dreamed that 
I was hitched to a carriage, attempting 
to draw it through tbe mud which covered 
the street in front of my house. How or 
why I bad been assigned that position I 
could not explain, but there l was,palling 
with all my might, as though I was the 
best carnage-horse in town. I bad reached 
a point not far from the church, when tbe 
mud seemed to get deeper and deeper, 
and the carnage to draw so heavily that 
I gasped for breath, and almost sank ex
hausted. This seemed the more inexplic
able, when, looking back, I saw the entire 
congregation behind the carriage, appar 
ently pushing it along. Bat toe more I

and warned.
Reckoned “ cease to meet,” and why ? 

Because the member is feeble, perhaps 
bedridden, and cannot htt<nd tbe class, 
and in copying the leader drops the name 
on his own responsibility Cruel ! cruel! 
Let them remain enrolled with the Cb'itcn 
on earth until God is pleased to remove 
them to the Church in heaven.

Reckoned “ cease to meet.” and why.' 
Because there has been some quarrel, 
some misundei standing, not sufficient to 
call for Church discipline, aud yet suf
ficient to make intimate intercourse diffi
cult. Then let the parties be seen so that 
the ground of alienation Slay be removed.

Reckoned “ cease to meet,” and why? 
Because the class contribution has been 
allowed to run into arrear until it pre
sents a somewhat formidable amount, and 
they try to escape one difficulty by perpe
trating two grievous wrongs—they ignore 
the financial obligation, and give up their 
connection with the cause of Christ. 0 
when will it be understood that money is 
not the condition of membership amongst 
us, and that the poor are as welcome as 
the rich ?

Reckoned “ ceased to meet,” and why P 
Because the soul has been under tempta
tion, and Fas become morbid, and so 
keeps away from the place where it ought 
to go, and from tbe society most likely to 
do it good. Let them be borne with and 
encouraged, and so shall they again sing 
A salvation aud walk m the way of God’s 

testimonies.
Reckoned “ ceased to meet,” and why P 

Because there has been personal or rela
tive affliction, with long absence from 
class, aud shyness and timidity about re
turning. The cure is easy. Let there be 
tbe kindly invitation and offer of accom
paniment, so that the way back may be 
rendered as easy as possible.

Reckoned “ c ased to meet,” and why P 
Because they have lost the favour of God 
and the relish for Divine things. Relig
ious things are n>w nauseous, and con
trary to the spirit aud temper of their 
imud. Then let them go ! Painful as it 
is to say it — Let them go! Light can 
hold no communion with darkness, Christ 
can have uo fellowship with Belial. If 
retained they would be but rotten bricks 
in the wall, increasing its size certainly, 
but as certainly contributing to its weak
ness too. They ninst go out from us, for 
they are no longer of us.

Waste! That is my dreadful burden to
day. It is bad to have waste anywhere. 
Bu-hnell has a book Sntitlod the Mural 
Uses of Dirk Things,” and among the 
“ Dark Things” he reckons waste. Waste 
in the home, in the manufactory, in the 
store is calamitous, eating up all the pro 
fits, without any corresponding benefit. 
But how much worse to have waste in the 
Chu rc h K—Recorder.

TAPPING THE WHEELS.
In our manifold journeying», yeais ago, 

we had n'Mred a peculiar sound which 
entered our ears when tbe train that wae 
carrying us stopped at the station. We 
were not long in discovering tho cause.

We observed that some oue, deputed for 
that put pose, went down the whole train, 
tapping each wheel in such a way that if 
any crack or fracture had occured it 
would be detected.

A few da[ys ago we observed that the 
same thing (occurred.

We presume that for years this has been 
one of tbe :ÿiiiroad habits of precaution.

Now, we never can know the evils that 
are prevented, We-èan only take note of 
such as are remedied. We can never know 
how many lives this tapping of tbe wheels 
has saved, although we can readily see 
what an excellent precaution it is.
Are there not other departments in which 

tapping of the wheels would be for the 
saving of the travellers ? Is it not well 
for merchants of all classes, once a quarter, 
once a month,or once a week, to tap their 
wheels. There may be forty seven wheels 
all sound and in good running order ; the 
forty-eighth may have become defective. 
Forty seven good wheels may not be able 
to prevent a wreck that is cause! by the 
solitary wheel that is disabled. Forty- 
seven employee in a house may be well 
principled ; the one clerk who is unprin
cipled, and whose defect might have been 
discovered by the early tapping of the 
wheels, may be able to wreck the whole 
mercantile train.

In each man’s self, how important to tap 
the wheels. Sound in ninety-nine parte of

___  ____ ___ hie spiritual organization the man may he
tried, the harder it became, till finally I ' defective in the hundredth ; and that one' 

' * 1 " defective portion of bis spiritual constitu
tion may be the destruction of the whole.

Tap your wheels often, brother ; tap 
yonr wheels. Don’t be afraid lest yon find 
one defective, and be compelled to stay an 
hour behind your time at a station. Yon 
might go on with a defective wheel ten 
minutes longer, and reach a spot which is 
no station, but some forlorn ravine, and

was forced to stop and examine tbe diffi
culty. I wont t# the rear, where I tup- 
posed was tie congregation, but nobody 
could be found. I called, but no answer.
I repeated the call several times, but still 
no reply. By and by a voice called ont,
• Hollo !’ and looking up. whom should I 
see bat one of the deacons Locking com
placently out of the window, and upon 
going to the door of the carriage, what 1 there be compelled to remain for days, if 
was my astonisement to behold the whole | not forever, m the smash caused by thy 
congiegation quietly fitting inside. ’* undetected defect cf a solitary wheel.
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