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SERMON

BY THE REV. J. M'CULLY FULTON,
. BARRINGTON, N, S,

M. A,

Job iii. 23 : *“ Why is light given to a max ?”

Hail, holy light! offspring of heaven first-horn,
Or of the ethereal co-eternal beam ! |
‘May | express thee unhblam’d ? since God is light,
And never but in unapproached light
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, l
Bright effluence ot b:i_ht essenc:, increate.” |
i
_“ Why is light given to a man” Why|
was it originally given to the world ? Br-i
cause all things were in .confusion and dis-
order ; and no operation of nature could
be carried on or perfected without light.
Well might the first day’s creative vnur;_v'yi
of the Almighty Le wholly appropriated to |
the productiou of light, this grand univer- |
sal agent, aud one of the most demonstra- |
tive prools of the infinite skill and power
of God. L:ke its Divine Author, lizht is
but partially uuderstood. It reveals itself,
so far as we discern it, by its propeities ;
God by His attributes. As Ged i~ the
Graud Author of all creations, so li:ht is}
the grand medium by which all His works|
are dizcovered, examined and understood,
so far s they are kuown.  Well might ove
of the greatest bards sweep his harp-strings )
thus: *+ Hail, holy light, oftspring,” &e.
Why was light given 10 the world? Rela-
tive to man, for apocalypse of its treasures
and wid to secure them; for revetation of
its dangers and means to escape them.
Relative to organic existeuce, to develop,
beautity, and perfect.  How does lizht
produce all these changes? We can only
gather from its properties aud their offeets.
* Wiy is light given to a man?” By an
ensy metaphor the question resolves itselt
as follows: *“Why 15” that which makes
clear to the iutellect, viz., mental or spirit-
nal illumiuation, the assent, couvietiou or
ipstruction ot the intelleet, enlighteument, |
instruction, knowledge, information, espe-
moral
enlighteunment * given to a man?”

cinlly the source of or 1religious
! Be-
cause, hike the earth before the advent of
“heaven's first-born,” his spiritual vature
is all confus on and disorder; he ¢ walk-
eth in darkness,” and * kvoweth not whi-
ther he goeth ;” and darkuvess would have
forever brooded “the of the
of the FFor what reasons so-
ever lizht was given to the world, for the
same reasons **light,” by simile, **is given
to a man.”

Nuturally, all things are obviotisly divi-
sible into two classes : those which origi-
nally give forth or emit light, and those
which do not.  The former are selt-lumin-
commanly termed, luminous,
and are spoken of as sources of hight; the
latter-are commonly said to be vou-lumiv-
ous. The great and ineessant sources of light
arc the bodies which we now term suns,
the ceutre of our planetary system, and the
Important as is the part which
their light plays in the physical universe,
and familiar as are its manifestations, we
can as yet speak with certaiuty only of its
laws and phenomena.  But these very
facts have served in all ages to render the
subject one of peculiar interest to philoso-
phical mivds ; and very many theories of
the nature of light have been accordingly
proposed and most strevuously advocated.
We dure vot venture further than the laws
ard plicnomena of (ight will serve as guides.

Sptritually, all beings are evidently divi-
sible the originally emittent
of light and the non-emittent.  The former
are of light; the
latter vou-lumivous, and, if apparent, ren-
dered o by light derived.  The first is the
“Bright Essence Increate”—* The Eternal
Beamn”’—*The Eternal' God!” Aud iv
His personal distincetions **God is Light,
and in Him is no darkness at all.”  He is
“The Father of lights;” He is * The Sun
of Rivhiteousuess,” the ** Co-Eternal Beam™
—und He is the * Spirity” who  * hath
garuished the heavens,” or who hath fixed
there the natural sources of illumination.
All other light is derived.  All oiher exist-
euces appear in borrowed rays. Whether
it be upon the wings of the fire-fly, upan
the gol len lashes of the Eye of day, or iu
Cherubic or Seraphice halos, all comes trom
the ** Bright Essence Increate.” W hether
-in the iustinet ot the bee or beaver; the
of Newton or Laplace, or the
migh v intelleet of Gabriely it is traceable
to the same graud Origin, ** The Father of
lichts.”  Muau, therefore, has no glory apart
fiom Him 5 o light disconuvected from the
Eterial Source.  All is counfusion, all ix
disorder, all total With no
foreigu visitation of kindly light man is iu
outrr daikness.

The pure white harmonious light of the
sun is composed of seven prismatic colors,
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the red. orange, yellow, green, blue, wdigo
aud violet,  These are =not seven varielies
ot light, but ]wperl.'(.s of light.. These
properties are more or ’l« ss apparent as
ligrt tulls upon different objects.  Still it ix
the same licht whether it glistens in the
¢low-worn, flashes in the diamond, beams
i twinkles in the star, blazes in
the ~un. or halos the Throne! There is an
exscutinl oneness—Ilight is one!  So of the
Spirit Who gives light to a man, or a uni
He 1s One—His essence i3 oue
Tiue, but St. John speaks of ** the seven
-\] inits which are before the throne ;" * the
seven Spirits of God 7o+ lamps
which are the seven Spirits of God;” and
“seven eyves which are)” &c. These are
“]llixli()!,..~ or oflices of the same Spirit.
Lizlit analyzed gives a pumber of colors
which indicate perfeetion s so the lHoly
Spirit, in His evergies aund operations, is
presented iu the language of the ** Sacred
Seven,” which signities His perfect adapt-

1 the eve,

verse.

seven

Various are and various must
be the offices of the Holy Spirit iu the work
of mau's redemption.  But these seven are
especially maunitest as e operates upou
differeut subjects.  He first quickens those
who were dead in trespasses and sins; by
Him we are * born again” aud made new
creatures ; Ie is the living root of the
Clhristiun graces called ** the fruit” of the
Spirit; He ** also Lelpeth our infirmities,”
#ud wids in our afflictions ; He is ** the Spi-
Mt of adoption;” He is eminently * the
Comforter;” and Heis pre-eminently-  the
Bavctifying  Spirit.”  God ithe Spirit is
light ; wud passing through the Christian
leus it becowes avalyzed, its energies and
s properties are seeu and realized. Reve-
latiou is & beam, and Conscieuce is a ray,
uot," A little shimmering of light,” not

!
B unirerse !

|

ilf'rnm some secondary source, not from
{derived light, but directly, or in straight
lines as is light’s wont, from the Grand aud
Ouly Source. How the * greater light”
and the “lesser light” beautifully blend
without one marring feature or |n'-upc|ly,
and, so blending, add another testimony to
light’s essential oneness.

Most bodies from which light from a
luminous source falls are capable of im-
pressing the eye in
though not in the
nal source.

the same ‘- manner,
same degree as the origi-
Iu this state they are said to
be illnminulcd—lcmporarily luminous.

* Why is lizht given to a man?’ Is it
not that he may be capable of impressing
the beholder, the inquirer, the peunitent
seeker, in the same maoner, though not in
the same degree as the Original Source?
St. Paul declares that the Hebrews, after
they were **illuminated,” became true to
the natural and spiritual order of things.
He says, **But call to remembrance the
former days in which afier ye were (llumi-
nated ye endored a great fizht of afflic-
tions,” &e.  If the Chureh of Jerusalem is
here meaunt, the ** afflictions” endured wer
the persecutions of the Sanhedrim, when
Sn-pln-n was stoned: of Herod A:_'rimm_
when James the Greater was put to death;
when James the Less was slain. As their
Muster had been detected, caught aud slain
by the sure and steady light which He emit-
ted, so these lcbrew Christinns had under-
gouve all these persecutions, and had wit-
vessed the martyrdom of three of the
*illumivated”  with their own light shi-
nivg, and impressing the hellish eyes of the
persecutor just as, though not in the same
degree, Christ had impressed them. They
bore their witness, they let their lizht shine,
though that would be the very means of
their detection and murder; and the im-
pression was true and Master-like, 1or they
were treated like their Christ.  DBut few we
fear at the present day would merit the suf-
ferings of Jesus upon the grouud of this
oncuess with Him, the vividuess and Christ-
And
again : either Hebrew or Gentile Christians
were only temporarily illuminated, that is,
they were not necessarily permanently so.
As the body illuminated may cease to be
s0, either tfrom the removal

liness of the impressions produced.

of the source
or the object itselt’ from appropriate situa-
tions, so may the Christian lose his light,
not primarly from the removal of the
source, but from his own displacement ; his
removal from the relative situation neces-
sary to illumination. To continue **illu-
minated” it is therefore absolute necessary
that ** we ewalk in the light.”

Certain miverals alter exposure to the
sun emit light in the dark ; and solid sub-
stances heated to six or seven huudied
degrees she in the dark, but not in the
daylight until they reach a thousaud de-
grees,

* Why is light given to
not that it may become apparent in the
dark world surrounding > Que moment in
the Calvary tocus of the Sun of Righteous-
ness so penetrates and interpenetrates the
sinner’s nature, that he carries away light
that is at once visible in the surrovnding
darkvess.  But in that blessed Focus there
is not only light but heat.  The coucentra-
ted light of God upon the hard heart soon
warms it,then sotiens it, then renders it all
aglow, so that the warmth of love produces
light in the darkuess. But this is not suf-
ticient.  Sometimes a little light, a lite
religion appears to the greatest advantage
in the darkuess of affliction and trial, which
wou!d not have been even visible under the
=oft light of prosperity. A-lversity chast-
cos and subdues, and for the time removes

a man?" Is it

the active opposition of meu’s patures to
God. The sympathies of our humanity
are awakened when others are profoundly
distressed ; and we find it in our heart to
soften down the hardness, and smooth
away the asperitics of this life, and to mag-
nity their virtues, merits, light.  We gene-
rally give credit for more religion than
exists, Circumstances counspire 1o render
apparent all the light there 1s. Lhe dark-
ness, the adversity, by laws of coutrast
develope and iutensify the smallest light.
Jut what ot that same light under the full
sunshive of prosperity? It is otten totally
The soul Las vot been kept un-
der The Focus lorg enough. It has not
reached the degree of ineandescence.
Chyvist’s ** illuminated” ones must not be
eclipsed by “he light of a little prosperity.
** Let your light so shine,” as ia adversity,
so in prosperity. It must never be put out !
If it is the result of contact with the True
Light it ought to be superior to every other
illumination. * Fair as the moon, clear as
the sun,” bright as prosperity. Nay, fair-
er aod clearer and brighter than they all.
The Christian light that is only seen in the
dark day of adversity is the creature of
circumstance—a sickly, feverish, shimmer

|-1'|1|r~1'(l:

—an fgnis jatuus, to be extinguished by
any * lesser light”” that may shine. O, it
is not safe to let our hearts cool beueath the
thousandtn
affection to Jesus, it we expect the result-

degree of warmth of love and

and the more recent outbreak of Ananus. |

David hecame the mathematician, instead
of the theocrat, and numbered the people he
probably committed the greatest sin of his
life ; and when the Church indulges in such
infidel arithwetical problems she sins great-
|ly agaiost the light. From time immemo-
rial not thie nnmber of the forces, but the
nature of the powers has wrought the
mightiest changes. With what is this
mighty transformation of * kingdoms” to
be effected” With light ! With what
are the heathen, the infidel and the
skeptical to be brought to Jesus> With
Licar!  Christian light, your light, if you
are a faithful radiator eof the True light.
* Among whom ye shine as lights in the
world.”  The image then is not improbably
taken from light houses upon the bluff
sea-cliffs.  Ships freighted with humanity
below * load water line” are fast approach-
ing these fatal ledges upon which the gal-
lant and the brave have so often met un-
timely death. Your voice cannot reach
{them ; your arm cannot save them ; no life-
preserver can be hurled from the rugged
cliff to the distant, fast sailing ship. Scylla
and Charybdis have opened their fatal jaws
to receive her.  What have you, and what
can youdo to save her and her human
cargo? O the light! the Licnt!! It will
2o with thought speed straight to the de-
struction-bound ship ; it will reveal the dan-
gers aud, go swift, in time to secure salva-
tion. Yes the Christian may in person
reach but few of the destruction-bouud, but
his light may be seen by thousauds. If it
be a ray of the True Light, it will go
straight to the heart, and work light's wou-
drous changes there.  Ouly be true to your
trust, and **let your light so shine.” A
traveller once visiting the lizht-house at Ca-
'ais said to the keeper, ** But what if one
of your lights should go out at night?”
*“ Never—impossible !I” he cried. ** Sir,
youder are ships sailing to all parts of the
world. It to night one of my burners were
out, in six months I should hear from
America or India, saying, that on such a
night the lizhits at Calais light-house gave no
warning and some vessel had been wrecked.
Ab, sir! Sometimes I feel when I look upon
my lights as if the eyes of the whole world
were fixed on me. Go out! burn dim!
* Never ! impossible I” O Christian ! ¢ the
cynosure of neighboring eyes”—cannot you
see why light is given to a man > Every
Christian is a light upon some of the fatal-
ly dangerous places of which the world is
full.  Arise and trim your lamps! Keep
every burner in order; thousands strug-
2lingz amid the waves of temptation, sin and
death turn anxious eyesto you! O be true
to your awful trust, send to the sinking
your swift-winged messenger, ** O send out
thy light,” help to rescue as you have been
saved !

If the surface of the illuminated body be
prepared and highly polished the light that
falls upon it will not only be reflected, but
will show the source of illumination. Oun
the other band the light that falls upon an
unprepared, unpolished surface will be re-
flected in all directions, never showing
images of the source, but reudering visible
oulv the illuminated object itself. The light
reflected from the first will always bear the
color of the original source ; from the sec-
ound the color of the illuminated body.

“ Why is light given to a man ?”  Is it
not that he may reflect the ** true light”—
Curist?  In order to this he must be pre-
{ pared.

**a new creation” that he receives this re-
| flecting power. The seven energies of the
Holy Spirit must all have taken effect upon

his being ; and renovated, regenerated and
created it.  Then the power that
keeps under the body and brings it into sub-
Jjection must have operated until every * as-
perity of character” is removed ; until fiery
tempers, unseemly appetites, inordinate de-
sires, strange affections, love of the world,
pride of life, every development of the pure-
ly human is either destroyed or perfectly
subdued. Then when the light of God
comes streaming down upon such a nature
it will not only reflect the light, and impress

new

a likeness of the source. And more, it
will not only afford an outline of the true
light, but it will give the very complexion.
Hence those that ** would see Jesus”™ among
His followers, * shall see Him.” There
will be no deception, no ** cheating the eye
with blear illusions.” The image reflected

the Lord.” No one will accept a counter-
feit ; the * image and superscription,” will
be Christ’s.

tian brother, let the ungenerous eye of the
world see not yeursetf, but Christ. But

ed unprepared? by those who try to * put
on Christ” over the * old man
| can afford to do without those spiritual op-
| crations that are the ground-work of the
[ Christian’s refleeting power ? Stand vear eu-
| ough in the temple to catch the reflected light

remain in it as light ; all we know is that it
disappears withio the body, it is extinguish-
ed as light. And yet it is not lost, as no
form of energy can be; but in disappearing
or being extinguished as light, it reappears '
in some other form, as that of heat in dark
bodies, or in other cases, probably, that of
electricity or chemical affinity. Counsequent-
ly the dark body by extinguishing the light
that falls upon it, casts a skadow upon the
opposite side of illumination.

Why is light given tc a Max ? Surely
not that he may extinguish it! “ Quench
vot the Spirit”’ As *in the begioning”
* God saw the light that it was good,” so
now He sees that what He sends the dark-
souled sinner as light, or analagous to light,
*is good,” and must pot be extinguished
if men would avoid outer darkness But | this revival. There will be, as there always is,
look at this dreadful transformation of light. I reaction and relapse. Some of those who are
The wilfully and persistently dark-souled, | now full of zeal and confidence, whose voices

REVIVALS AND THEIR RESULTS.

The newspapers of Lawrence, Kansas, tell
us that the great revival which is now in pro-
gress in that city has completely changed the
moral atmosphere of the region. Several ot
the retail liquor stores have been closed, while
those which remain open are doing a beggarly
business, and the proprietors have been _beard
| to express an impatient desire for the speedy
termination of the revival.
have been broken up, and other haunts of vice
bave been deserted ; in short, the Lawrence «t
to day is in the language of one of the city
iournals, a totally different town from that
which occnpied the same ground a month ago.

: Lawrence will not keep all it bas gained in

Gambling dens |

It is ouly under the condition of

the eye as such, but it will give an image,

will not be Paul nor Peter, nor Luther nor
Wesley, nor Punshon, nor Spurgeon, nor
Beecher, vor * Qurselves but Christ Jesus

The eye that catches the sun-
light beam reflected from the mirror, sees
po mirror, but the blazing sun; so Chris-

what is the image reflected by the illuminat-

Who

absorb the light of the Spirit of
and of Conscience until he is
light” as the sponge is full of water, and
retains it as such. Either the dark soul

formed or extinguished. When the first
change does not occur, the second maust
take place, and to that we devote a thought
or two. The wuse of all that God gives
serves, ennobl:s, beautifies, sauctifies, en-
lightens and saves. 'T'he abuse of the same
enslaves, degrades, defaces, pollutes, dark-
ens aud damps. Light -in its various aud
|best senses under this Dispensation will
|torce its way to the threshold of mau’s
soul, and then tremble and wait for admit-
tance. Aud man is so- constituted that he
must admit the light; and the transform-
ation takes place afler and not before it
euters. Its energy is not lost; wrested
from its benign purpose it works not only
lizht’s blessed effects, but their opposites.
The man becomes inflamed as with the
heat of an iofernal furnace. His contact
with the righteous, or even those less wick-
ed than himself * shocking I Tlis afhi-
uity, for mischief, sin and ruin, becomes
simply diabolical.  And this is the result
{of light! light apusen!! His soul is
iuuw like Job’s land of death, ** without
any order, and where the light is as dark-
ness.”  Neither his strange fire, his shock-
ing power, nor his Satavic affinity gives
him any light.  Whetlier Jesus referred to
this natural feature of the extinguishment of
light as such, without the loss of its energy,
we cannot tell; but on two occasions in
His miunistry e enunciated this fact under
[the most solemn aud impressive circum-
stances : ““ If therefore the light that is in
thee be darkness, how great is that dark-
ness.” And again: * Take heed, there-
fore, that the light which is in thee be not
darkness.”” The thought of light’s couver-
sion into darkuoess ought to be appalling,
immense !
verted into the worst curse. The false bea-
con,lighted by humau Ghouls upon the bluff,
rocky coast that decoys the big ship’s hun-
dreds safely iuto the fanged jaws of death
but fecbly and faintly represents light trans-
formed into darkness. See it in the tower-
ing deformities and immense energies of
the Devil. See it in the * blind guides,”
who, straininy out a gnat of light and swal-
lowing a camel of darkness, put dark-
ness for light, and light for darkness. The
ghoulish ligat destroys its hundreds, but
** blind guides” and devils are decoying to
their outer darkness millions on millions !
Is this why light was givento a man? To
any being? O God, forbidsuch a thought,
much more the assertion?

But the dark object that has extinguished
the light projects a shadow just as wide
and just as far as the light would have
gone, for light travels in single rays and in
straight lines.

ed light would have gone ; so that all witLin
the range of that shadow, and who cannot,
if they would, escape, are shut off from the
true light. Brethren, see that shadow a:

the vast convocation. Observe the multi-
tudes as they are, as is their wont, ** wil-
ling for a season to rejoice,” in that sha-
dow. Instead of the pulpit's being to its
thronging thousands,
a great rock in a weary land” it be-
comes the wretched precursor of the world's
darkest ** Coming Event.” But see the
greatest manufacturer of darkness out of
light that shadows our world to-day—the
Press | Why was 1'ght, the light of invent-
ive genius, give to a man? One reason,
that he might produce the printing press a
dispenser of light, a handmaid te religion
in the great work of the world's enlight-
ment. * If therefore the light that is in

how great is that darkness.” Worse than
* blind guided’ pulpits, mischievous men ir
Senate halls, villians in the social world,
the press is darkening, damaging and dam-
ning the world to-day. The press has con-
verted light iuto ** darkness that may be
felt” and has flung it forth, ¢ gver the

black-hearted, unprepared sinner cannot [are always heard in the

will disappear, or the light will be trans-

The best boon to mortal con-

So the darkened spirit, the extinguisher
of light, the producer of darkness,projects a
shadow just as broad and far as the extinguish-

creeps out ‘“ from the pulpit and o'er spread

‘““as a shadow of

thee,” O Piinting-press! * be darkness

prayer meetings, will

Re“?‘““*’“ | forget their vows, and gravitate back into their
** full of| o1d haunts and habits.

The enthusiasm for re-
ligion and morality which now peranel and
purifies the social life of the city will gradually
abate ; and a less intense if not a more rational
spirit will prevail in society. Nevertheless, the

| city will not lose all it has gained in this revi-

val.  Many men who have 'lived hitherto
vicious and degraded lives will from this time
onward be sober and respectable citizens ; and
| the fruits of this harvest will continue to be

]‘ reaped in better order, purer morality, and

happier homes for many years to come.

It is only by comjating the permanent re-
sults of work like this that we arrive at any
true appreciation of its value; and, making all
due allowance tor the reactions which are sure
to follow such revivals, the computation is one
trom which no intelligent Christian will shrink.
Some of the go od seed has fallen among thorns
and some by the wayside, and some on shallow
soil, but much of it has also fallen upon the
good ground, and shall bring forth fruit unto
life eternal.

But, omitting to enter upon this calculation
of the lasting gains of revivals, let us look for
a moment at the spectacle presented while the
work is in progress. Consider what is going
on now in that Kansas town, merely as a phe-
nomenon in social life, and see if it has not
some significance. Here is a thriving Western
city, full of vigor and enterprise, and teeming
also with the rugged and boisterous vices which
always abound on the trontiers. Into this city
comes & man whois neither a great orator nor
a master of men : who is remarkable for nothing
exeept a profound and unfaltering conviction
that the doctrine which he teaches is true. He
gathers the people of the town together, and
begins to speak to them concerning their rela-
tions to God. lle does not ignore the duties
which grow out of human relationships ; but the
stress ot his preaching rests upon truths which
belong to the spiritual, rather than the moral
realm. The themes of which he speaks soon
become the common topics ot the town, and
men begin to talk, as they meet upon the street
of ** repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ.”” The price of corner-
lo's and the cost of the last trousseau give
place, in the conversation of tke counting-
room and the parlor, to the earnest inquiry,
“What must I doto be saved?” By scores
and hundreds men and women and children
stand up in the crowded assemblies, confessing
they bave lived worldly and prayerless lives
hitberto, and covenantiog with God that they
will spend the time that is left in His service
and for His glory.

What now is the result ofthis powerful agi-
tation of society, upon the moral order of the
town? The result has already been described.
The gambling dens are closed, the dramshops
are deserted, the police find but scanty occupa-
tion; men who have gotten their living by
traud confess their guilt and make restitution ;
neighbors who were enemies shake hands and
forget their feuds; the employer becomes less
exacting and more considerate of the welfare
of those whom he employs; the laborer does
a better day's work, and goes home happier at
night ; households that were divided meet
again in tears and renew the bond of affection ;
a purer morality, a kindlier sentiment pervades
the whole community.

Can any man gainsay
the truth of this report ?

Has any man ever
lived in any town where a powerful revival of
religion has been in progress without witness-
nessing such results as these ?

This is the phenomenon. How shall we ex-
plain it ? Shall we say that it is only an ex-
citement, by which the minds of men are occu-
pied for a little while, so that they forget their
old practices ? This is the account which is
sometimes given. A man cannot be profound-
ly interested in more than one thing at a time,
it is said, so that, if you can stir up a great
popular agitation on any subject, men will for
a time be drawn into it, and away from their
usual manner ot lite. But, unfortunately for
this explanation every other kind of excitement

except that which accompanies a religious re-

nities the work goes on without any aid from
him.

| agances and abuses which sometimes attend re-
vivals; yet these are trifling when compared
with the immense gains which the revivals
bring to public virtue. Itis quite the tashion
in certain quarters to sneer at the religious ex-
citements, (as mere ebullitions of fanaticism;
but, when the philosophers and the social
scientists shall furnish us with some influence
by which the life of a whole community can be
renovated, which shall seal up the sources of
vice and shame, and fill scores of darkened
homes and bundreds of despairing hearts with
the light of a new and better hope, it will be
time for us to artend ro their criticisms. Before
we surrender the religion of Jesus Christ, by
which those wondertul works are wrought, we
demand to be shown something that can take
its place as a reforming and elevating influence
ia society.—Independent.

ANECDOTES OF FATHER TAYLOR,

LATE PASTOR OF THE SEAMEN'S BETHEL,
BOSTON.

Soon after he commenced his sermon on a
very hot day, two or three of the landsmen got
up and went out. Ile paused, folded his arms,
and said, ‘* If any others wish to go out, flet
them go now, while I wait a ‘moment.” No
one went, and he resumed his sermon. About
ten winutes after, a sailor rose up with his
jacket on bis arm (the most of the sailors were
sitting in their shirt sleeves) and said, ** Please
sir, I must gonow; I wanted to stay as long
as I could; my ship is all ready for sea, and
I {must be on board at the hour.” Father
Taylor, with the elbow of his right arm resting
in the palm of his left band, with his finger on
his lip, said, as the sailor turned to leave the
house, ** That’s right, my son ! you have done
justright: you are the man for me, you are a
minute man. Go, and the God of the sea go
with you.” And Le continued preaching with
redoubled power. At the close, such a prayer
was made for that sailor and that ship, and all
sailors and all ships, that it seemed as if it
would coavert the abundance of the sea to GGod
—and it will yet.

Andrew Newlands was a Swede, converted
under Father Taylor at Bristol, and a member
at the Betbel. 1le said, ‘1 went to hear
Bradder Taylor preach, and de Lord got hold
of me. Brudder Thomas, he was from France
and I was from Sweden, and we diden get
no relief dere, and we come home, and went
to pray, Brudder Thomas went at it in French,
and I went at it in Sweedish, and de Lord con-
vert us both on the spot.” ¢ Well done, Old
North of Europe !" breaks aut Father Taylor;
and that was his name unto this day. Telling
this on another occasion, and saying, ** The
Lord heard us both,™ ** Just like him!” cries
out the captain from his deck.

Father Taylor's ejaculations in prayer-meet-
ing were not always so flattering. Every one
has heard of the wealthy gentlemen, who, in
the midst of a very warm meeting, made a
speech, telling the sailors how much had beeu
done for them, and how grateful they ought to
be to the liberal merchants for all their good-
ness. As he sat down, with a feeling that the
Church would run itself for the year on this
condescension, he was surprised by the inqui-
ry, ‘“ Is there any other old sinner from up in
town, who would like to sa; a word betore we
go on with the meeting ?"

We bave no disposition to ignore the extrav- |

- -

came, in by far the greater number of commu- | poor time,” Father Taylor, prayed, thanking

the Lord for every sort of blessing, which he
| carefully enumerated, and coucluding with,
** And now, Lord, it it please Thee, don t send
us any more Wilbraham students !

When the Ballardvale Church was dedicated,
Rev. Gershom F. Cox preached the sermon,
on the subject, ** Oae God and one Mediator.”
| Father Taylor followed in prayer, thanking
| God for the second part of the sermon. ** The
| first part,” he said, ‘‘is unnecessary, tor all
| know that there is a God. May Geod bless the
secood part to the congregation !

On Sunday be preached upon the Atonement
His text was, ** Dead in trespasses and sins.”
** Dead !™ he exclaimed; ** not only dead, but
buried ; and you can’t getout! A big boulder
hes in the main hatch, keeping it down over
your heads. You may go to work with all
your purchases—bars, handspikes, winch and
double tackles ; but you can't make it budge
an inch. The beef isn't in you! But hark ! who
is it that has the watch on deck ! Jesus Christ
Now, siug out to Him, and sing out loud. Ah'!
He bears you; and He claps His shoulder
against this rock of sin, cants it off the hatch,
the bars fly open and out you come.""

As a venerable and especially beloved triend
who relieved the vacant hours of a superaanu-
ated ministry with the cultivation of grapes,
announced as his text, ** I am the true vine,"
and began by saying, ** There are some vines
that will not bear good grapes.” ** That's so !
breaks in Father Taylor; ** you sold me one of
that sort.”

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

WESLEYAN

Was to be held in Excter:Hall, Strand,
on Monday, April 204, the Right Hon.
the Karl of Shatiesbury, K.G., to take the
Chair.

Ou Saturday, April 27ih, there was to
be a Breakfast Meeting Lelldl at the City
Terminus Hotel, Caunon-sirect Station, at
nive o'clock in the morving. in behalf of
the Society’s Mission to China.  The chair
to be taken by Isaac Hoyle, Es«q., of Man-
chester.

It was also arranged to hold a Special
Meeting for Prayer, to implore the Divine
blessing on the operations of the Society,
aud especially on the Anniversary Scrvices,
on the evening of Saturday, April 27th,
This service to be held in the Morning
Chapel, City Road, and to commence at
seven o'clock, the Rev. George Bowden,
presiding.

The Secretaries say : —

‘ In view of the nearer approach of another
Anniversary of the Society,we are glad to pres
ent’in our present Notices so many signs of
healthy prosperity in some of the principal
Missions. We need not apologise for the
lengthened communications which we print
from Rome and Naples. The sudden and ex-
tensive openings for the spread of primitive
Christianity in Italy are amongst the marvels
of the age, and impose new and heavy respon-
sibilities on these who are pledged to uphold
the ** kingdom which cannot be moved.” Our
friends _will read with much interest and
pleasure Mr. Piggott's graphic letter on
the public discussion in Rome, *‘ to prove the
yes or no of St, Peter’s very presence in Rome."
But the event wLich will fill all hearts with pro-
found joy and overflowing thanktulness is that
on the 4th of March, a branch of the British
and Foreign Bible Society was formed in the

Sometimes Father Taylor's mirthfulness led
him to use expressions that seem out of place
when repeated in cold blood, and especially
when printed.  ** But in the warmth of a good
prayer meeting nothing seemed out of place
that was seasoned with the love of man. Smiles
and tears were wonderfully mingled at that al-
tar. When the daughter of his esteemed friend
Mr. Pigeon, came forward for prayers, Father
Taylor cried out, ** Lord, sweep every squab
off the roost.

A Mr. Snow (not David Snow, Esq.,) not
being very warm in his talk, the old father
groans out, ** O Lord! melt that Snow.”

A coloured brother, who was speaking ar-
dently, drew out of him the response, ** There
is rain in that cloud.”

A man by the name of Wood, who was not
noted for hi!’ ;mlh in his talks, drew "from
Father Taylor the brief prayer, ** O Lord ! set
fire to that Wood.”

An old German saying he no more doubted
his ‘acceptanee with God than that the sun
shone at noon-day on a cloudless sky, the old
veteran exclaims, ** Bring your Harvard learn-
ed ones to this man, and let them learn true
theology.”

At a Springfield Conterence there bad becn
a warm discussion on the propriety of pub-
lishing in the ** Minutes™ the names of the don-
nors for the Missionary Fund, together with
the amount contributed by each. It had been
advocated on the ground that it would increase

ing light to be steady, consistent, r‘hm‘m--}frumlhc Pharisee. Whose image, features,
teristic, a pure ray trom the * Eternal| complexion and all, fall upon your eye and

the light of the world.”

Light travels one hundred and nicety-
two thousand miles per secoud, aud iu
straight lines in all directions trom the
body wheuce it emanates. Light is the
fastest travelling ageut in the universe. It
will circumpavigate our world eight times
in one second '

“Why is light given to a man " Is it
vot that through him the world may become
culightened > We too often change our
taith for an arithmetic, and enter juto a
computation of the world’s millions. We
discover how many are literally heathen,
how many infidel, and how many skeptical
and how mauy nominaly Christian.  And
offsetting the nomivally Christian to the
heathen, infidel and skeptical millions, and
remembering the Scriptural relation that
Christians sustain to the unenlightened, we
sigh, and,like Judas with the oiutmeunt,ciph-
ering up rather thano believiug, say, ** When
will * The kingdoms of this world—Dbecome
the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ’
through such an iostrumentality ?”  And
it is not ditlicult to ascertain that the accent
and emphasis of our speech simply eiguily,
Never! O brethren, it Christians were not
the holders of light, if they were not the
dispensers, radiators, the reflectors of light,

we might well say * Never!” When King

Beam.” Remember, Christians, ** Ye are |

impress your heart 7 Christ’s or the Phar-
? Take any positition relating to the
1 Pharisee in the temple you may chose, the
{light is reflected in all directions, but the
| image is the same, that of a Pharisee.
[ Catch now, if you will, a ray from the
E Pharisee’s opposite, the Publicau,and whose
features and complexion are being just dev-
eloped in the image? Christ's!
| Aud so it has been from the days of the
'lomplc's Pharisee to the pharisees of our
modern temples.  Ritualism reflected gives
not Christ but ritualism. Rationalism re-
flected gives not Christ, but the German
side of human nature. Morality reflected
shows not Christ, but representatives of a
thousand classes of rejectors of Him who
suffered ** the just for the unjust that He
might bring us to God "’ and of the renew-
ing power of the Holy Spirit, in the siuner’s
couversion. It is impossible to make any
of these reflections show Christ, **Can the
Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard
his spots ? then may ye alsodo good,” or
reflect Christ, ** that are accustomed to do
evil,” or to present images of yourselves.
In the degree in which a body is opaque
and uppolished the original light enters and
disappears within the body, it undergoes
restriction. - The light is not absorbed
as porous bodies absorb liquids and gases,
but having entered a dark object, does not

ok
| 1see’s

/elt by the lost.

Christ's ! |

vival, results in an increase instead of a dim-
minution of vice and crime.

land” until its baleful shadows have reach-
ed the ends of the earth. Darkness thatis
‘“felt” by the church, felt by the living,

The agricultural
fair, the political mass-meeting, the national
holiday all supply excitements of a harm-
less, nay, even of a useful nature; but they
always stimulate instead of repressing the worst
passions of men.

* Why is light given to a man >’ a Chris-
tian man ? a Christian church > and con-
tinued to them ? Is it not that the * fult |
derkness may disappear ; that the beings and
institutions that produced it may be enlight-

ened > O! is the light that the church pro-

These are the seasons when
the dramshops and the bagnios always reap
their harvests. Inste:d of restoring peace
and promoting order in society, they are of-
fesses to hold only the phosphorescence|ten the occasion of brawls and disturbances,
that faintly glimmers over the unwholcwme‘ Doubtless they are of value, even with these

1 } .
marsh, when animals and vegetables are| iiongant evils; nevertheless they exert no

G . X ‘
deccm?os;ng ,Doe.’ 1 obnly“ buok:nl':ht; such marked influence for good upon the moral
church's decay ? or is it tbe fight of life! tone of socie'y as that which we find always re-
If the latter, then its legitimate use will sulting from revivals of religion ’
correct all abuses, and the shadows and 4 groa.
darkness shall flee away. Use it, Christian
brother, for yourself, for the world and for|ly accompany every deep religious awakening
God. How ? Only let it shiue, shine on,| What have we mentioned as taking place in
and shine for ever ! Your ligt.ts, ** emblem, | Lawrence is taking place in hundreds of other
if emblem it must bave, should be the|iowns throughout the country. Wherever the
light on the cliff; the startled waves rush | thoughts of men are turned toward God ; wher-
over it, l,l'. storm emites 1t,.the fein beats ' ever the great truths revealed in the Bible, of
ageinat it, and beavily aguinst it voll the| i c1men of men and the need of a Divine
broad shoulders of the hurricane, but stead-| . . ) :
5 g aviour, are earnestly proclaimed, and the
fast and serene and immutable, the same | : S

. : attention of the community is fastened upon
year after year, through all, the silent light | " b fal refo ion in the Dub
buras on; for evermore that gquenchless  thHem. there & poweriu  reformation in the pub-
flame shines—that inextinguichable light,|lic morals immediately begins. Neither are
* Let your light so shine before men that|such movements pependent at all upon the
they may see your good works and glorify | agency of an individual. The Jevangelist only

The effects which we have described unitorm-

your Fatber which isin Heaven.'"” gatbers the harvest that was ripe when he

the contributions, as all would wish to see their
names in the list, and every name would bave
an influence for the following year. It was op-
posed, on the contrary, that those who could
give but little wonld not like to see so small
a sum attached to their names in print,
and print, and might be deterred from giv-
giving at all. Father Taylor had made one
of his characteristic, pointed speeches upon os-
tenations giving, closing with the injunction,
** Let not thy right hand know what thy left

band doeth.” In reply, it was urged by Dr.

Butler that it would be in oppposition neither
to the spirit nor the letter of Scripture to pub-

lish the names of these donors ; citing as an il-
lustration in proot of this position, tbat Christ

Himself had made laudatory mention of the

poor widow who had cast two mites into the
treasury, saying she had done more than they
all, for it was all her living; and that the gift
of this woman bad been published wherever
the Gospel bad been preached, exerting in
every land incalculable influence for generous
and self-denying beneficence. The speaker.
who had been really eloquent, bad scarcely
finished—be bhad not taken his seat—when
Father Taylor, balf rising and leaning forward,
with a shrill voice, no* loud, but pertectly audi-
ble in eyery part of the house, called out
* Will Dr. Butler please give us the name of
that poor widow ?"

Atter the student bad preached and had *‘ a

Eternal City ! Methodism was worthily repre-
sented on the occasion by Signor Sciarelli,
whose address was as beautiful for its simplicity
as it was effective in its earnestness.

Mr. Jones's letter in reference to the intro-
duction of Methodism into Pozzuoli, furnished
mournful evidence that the preaching of * Christ
crucified” is still a stumbling-block to jealeus
priests and frantic mobs. But, at the rame
time, it is gratifying to find that the authorities
are disposed to do their utmost to secure tor
all parties the rights and privileges of public
worship. That Methodism should have gained
an entrance into the ancient Puteoli is a very
grateful and memorable fact.

Our readers will be prepared to give a very
cordial welcome to the Rev. John Kilner, who,
after twenty-five years of distinguished and
successtul service in Ceylon, reappears among
us. Iis condensed and suggestive letter be-
low abounds with some noble texts, which, we
bave no doubt, he will expound with s usual
force and eloquence during his sojourn in Eng-
land.

China is sgain comparatively tranqail, and
the beloved brethren are at their posts of duty.
We hope to hear shortly of the arrival ot the
Rev. Josiah Cox at Wuchang, and his presence
there will be hailed with much delight.

But we have another and a very practical
matter to which we wust call the most earnest
attention of our friends. \Wo a-e within £6,-
000 of the sum required tv provide churches,
schools and residences tor lialy and to clear
off the Society’s debt. Th- geaerous donors
who have started the noble cif sri 10 raise £32,-
000 will be greatly discouraged it it be not ac-
complished this year. It might be easily ac-
complished before the May meet ng.  We hope
the speakers at the Branch and Auxiliary meet-
ings will urge this matter.

Above all, we beg our friends to pray for us,
—to pray for the gift of the Ioly Ghost. The
descent of the Divine Spirit would give us a
blessed Anuiversary, unseal exhaustless re-
sources of liberality, and help on the world’s
evangelization !™ -April Miss. Notices.

NOBLE EXAMPLE.

Not long since a missionary held a meeting
at which each one of his flock, though, poor,
might come forward and give for the cause of
God as connected with missions. Among oth-
ers, came an old decrepit man, and put down
on the table, *‘ more than they all.” The mis-
sionary stopped him as he was hobbling away,
and told he had *‘ made a mistake.” “ It is no
mistake,” responded the old man. ** Then
why do you give so much ?” asked the mission-
ary. The reply is worthy all acceptation. He
said, ** God's work must be done and ¥ shall
soon be dead !

The above is a noble example. Reader, will
you not follow it ? What is the response. God's
registering angel waits to write it dowa. What
shall it be?




