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PERSBISTENCE IN BIN

We read in today's Goepel how our
divine Saviour promised the Holy
Spirit to His dispiples, saying that
He would convince the world of sin,
and of justice, and of judgment.
This promise was fulfilled when the
Holy Ghost came down at Pentecost
upon the naesembled Apostles and
Disoiples, but though He supplied
the plainest evidence of the truth
and divine origin of the Gospe!, a
great number of the Jews and pagans
persisted in sin and unbelief. 1t has
been the same in every age, awnd is
gtill the cnse; there always have
been people who have hardened their
hearts, and sunk deeper and deeper
into gin, in consequence of the very
things that make for the salvation of
othere, such as the Word of God, the
Sacraments, publie worship and holy
geasons, Let us examine this hard-
nees of heart and persistence in gin a
little more closely. They are due to
various cauees, viz,:

1. Unbelief. This is n very obvi-
ous cause. When a man no longer
believes in God, in the immortality
of the soul, or in heaven and hell, he
has no ressone for curbing his
passiong, abandoning ein, and being
converled ; at least he has no super-
natural reasone, such as are required
it his contrition is to be true and
acoeptable to God. An unbeliever
will continue to ein as long es he
can; and should actuasl sin be im.
poseible to him, his heart will still
cling to evil, and his amendment
will be merely outward., Thisis why
g0 many einners nowadays live in a
state of complete obduracy and bard-
ness of heart; they have lost faith.
Their conecience may raise its voice
in protest, and they may listen to

the 1r'1'7m of Christisnity, but they

their evil ways, for why,

k, should vrout,le about

penance and amendment, eince

everything ende at death, after which

we look forward to neither rewards
nor punighment?

),  The habit of sinning i another
reason of hardness of heart, We all
know the force of habit which ren
ders easy and pleasant, if not actual-
ly necessary, what w at first diffi-
cult and paintul, . This is particular-
ly true of the habit o¢f sinning.
When for the firet time we commit
any particular sin, we feel en aver-
siontoit, andourconscience condemns
ue vigorously. The second and the
third time it is generally easier to
commit that ein, for it no Jonger
appears 8o hideous and abominable
a8 it did the first time ; and the more
frequently it is committed, the more
trivial does it appear. The result is
that an habitual ginner falls gradual-
ly into horrible offences sgainst
purity and' temperance, he curses
and blasphemes, he cheats, slanders
and injures his neighbors most
flagrantly, and yet his conscience
does not reproach him, nor does he
ever geriously think: “ 1 am a great
gsinner, I must improve, or else I
ghall perish eternally Thus the
habit of sinning begete quite nat-
urally hardoness of heart. Let bim,
who cares for his own soul, resist at
the outset; let him avoid the first
gin, and dread becoming an habitual
sinner,

3. Presumption is
hardness of heart.
! without ever
improve, but they hope,
that God will be merciful and not
condemn them. Such presumption
in thus relying on God's mercy leads
to destruction and not to ealvation,
God is indeed infinitely merciful and
ready to forgive all gine, however
great and numerous they may be;
but He shows mercy only to the
pepitent, to such as are really con-
trite and determined to amend, and
to shun with all their might every
immediate occasion of sin. An im.
penitent sinner, who reckleesly per-
piete {n sinning, is excluded from
God's mercy and is subjected to His
just punishment. The devil delights
in meking sinners believe that they
heve everything to hope for and
nothing to fear from God; for in
their unhappy eelf deception they
lose all fear of Him, and never think
of amendment, but continue to sin

they are overtaken by His

we

another cause
Many go on
intending to
nevertheless,

of

then, are the chief rensons
why a sinner hardens his heart; may
there be none amongst us to whom
the name of " hardened sinner” is
applicable ! Such persons are in
great peril of being cast into hell.
You all know the proverb: '
is human, but to pe
devilish.” Take care fo aot like
human beings and not like davils,
Beware of continuing in sin, and let
this holy Esster season be a time of
reconcilintion with God; make a
good Confession, and if you are so
unhappy as to fall info grievous sin,
rige promptly by the help of God's
grace ; bs on your guard against con-
tinuing in for it leads to destruc-
fion. Amen.
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is tempted o ask is this the unity
whick Protestantsare eeeking? Assur-
edly it is not, The very core of bis
religion is independence in belief,
snd individuality in religion. Hav-
iog completely lost eight of an
organio, self-conecious Church estab.
lished by Christ, neither unity,
nor uniformity meens much to Pro-
testantism. The leaders of the
sects may see wastetul overlapping,
and efficiency correspondingly low-
ered. Bub this is business, not
religion, Waste is woree than
dogma. Get rid of one to serve the
other. Interests of various Chris-
tian demominatione should be
pooled, and the lowest common divi-
sor be the basis of faith, For in.
gtance, the foolieh and meaningless,
“Fatherhood of God, and brotherhood
of man.” There is & unity which
is wisible, and continuous, It began
with Christ, and ends only with
time, It is not of man, but of God.
The Church cannot {imperil this
unity, and it will not. It invites
others neither to the city of confus
ion nor to babel of voicese. Any
other promiee of unity is dishonest.
No one gives what he has not got.
An aggregation does not make a
unit, The Catholic Church invites
all to reunion, assuring them that
they will in reality come into the
possesesion of that Oneness promised
by Christ to His followers.—New
World.

———

‘JESUS CHRIST OUR
l()l\]) g

e

From the claim of Jesus Christ to
be God-Man, we see that He ie our
Lord and Master., Such were His
worde at the last supper when He
said: " You ecall Me Master and
Lord, and you say well, for 8o I am.”
(John xiii-13.) 3aing our Creator,
our Redeemer, our Lawgiver, our
Teacher, cur Judge places Him in
the position of Master, to Whom we
are to be subject and to serve.

" What thivk you of Christ ?"’ was
agked by Himself during His own life
time. Various answers were given
by the disciples, some wherein it
was evident that they thought Him

upon the humanity of a Ohrist in
the complete sense of the word ; who
depict the Saviour as 2 man who
knew with a bhuman mind,
obeyed and served with a human
will, who prayed with a human soul,
she tells us of the simplicity and
hiddennees of the thirty of the
thirty-three years that He spent
between DBethlshem and Calvary;

ghe shows us how He spent nenrly |

thirty of them proving that He was
man, reserving only the three at the
end to prove He wae God ; she shows
how He proved it elowly, with tender
deliberation, point by point, baby
and child, boy and man, with one
get purpose moving unhurriedly
from oradle to the Crose. The
Church cites 8t. John, who, without
equivocation or reserve, eays that
“the Word was made flesh,” who
asgerts that Jesus Christ " is come
nto the flesh.,” She cites St. Paul,
who says that “the Son of God
“emptied Himeelf, taking the form
of a sarvant,” Or again she cites
8t. Peter, who speaks of Christ's
human spirit side by side with His
human body (First Peter ii., 18).
Indeed, in all the New Testament
there is nothing clearver than Christ's
trae and complete humanity, and as
s matter of fact, however, many
have aegsailed the divinity of the

| Saviour few, eepecially in the later

a prophet, a man of Gogd, but it was |

Peter who eaid : " Thou art Christ,
the Son of the Living God. In our
day, as well as through the centuries
that have passed since that question
wes asked, there have been many
opinions as exactly who is Jesus
Christ.

WHAT THE CHURCH SAYS OF

CHRIST
The Catholic teaching
gubstantially four ideas. First Jesus
is God, equeal to God the Father and
God the Holy Ghost, possessed of all
the divine attributes, power and
majesty. Secondly,

JESU

contains

days, have questioned His humanity.

The whole life of Jesue, from Beth
lehem to Calvary, ie replete with
proofs that showe forth the double,
yet single, truth of the Godhead and
manhood united in one person,
Enter the stable at Bethlehem and
you behold lying upon the straw an
intant born of a woman, n man like
unto all men : but you behold aleo |
a8 God whoss coming the angele an-
nounce and who receive the homeaga
pf the shepbemu and of the kings of
the East. At ‘the baptism, in the
Jordan you behold & man, but you
should elso God for whom the
Heavens are opened upon whom the
Holy Spirit descendes,
the Father gays: This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Go with Him into the desert and you
will witness a man
thirete, but you will
& God who is
angels.
will see & man who lives like other
men, who, in fact, lives a life of
poverty, but you will ees

aleo
unto by

witnees
ministerad
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The divine law prohibite mixed
marriage if there i danger of the
Oatholio party or the children being

who | logt to the Faith.

The low of the Church most
severely prohibits such marriages.
SHOULD BR

PREVENTED

Bishop and prieets are bound to
prevent them whenever it can be
done,

If they cannot stop them, they
muet eorutinize ocarefully that the
parties are filt to marry, that the
marringe is performed according to
the lawe of God and the Church, and
that the precautions are likely to be
kept. No banns are allowed to be
published ; no religious rites are
allowed ; instructions must be given
the nor-Catholic party in what the
Jatholic believes, at least regarding
matrimony ; a dispensation must be
obtained from the law for the Catho-
lic party to contract such a marriage.
All marriages, whether Catholic or
between a Oatholic and any non-
Catholic must be performed before
the priest and two legal witnesses,
otherwise they are null and void,
and the Church does not recognize
the parties as being married at all.
No Catholic can be married except
befores o priest.

THE DISPENSATION

The Church will grant a dispen-
sation, that is, it withholds the
law in a particular case, but only on
the fufiliment of certain comditions,
viz.:

(1) There must be just and serious
reasone for it; for instance if the
Catholic cannot get a eunitable Cath-
olic husband or wife; if there is hope
cof the non-Catholic’es conversion to
the Faith,

(2) The Catholic party must be
absolutely free to practice his or her
religion ; and must prudently by
example and instruction help the
non-Catholie.

Joth parties must prom’se to
have all the children that may be
born of the wunion baptized and

| brought up in the Catholic faith.
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Who cures the sick, and of His own |

power raises the dead to life.
the Cross you behold the

Upon
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| stricken, terribly tortured, whosuffers

| late,

|-giving the

Jesus Christ is |

man, havinga body and a soul like |

ours, endowed with all human facul-
tiee. Thirdly, while Jesus ie both
God and man, God from eternity,
man from time, yet He is but one
Person, one individual being and
that person is divine. Fourthly,
the manhood possessed by Christ,
thovgh it is really assumed
Divine Person, still remaina entirsly
human, so that in respect of His
manhood Christ is
with us. Words could not
clearly etate this doctrine
the definition used in the Athanas-
ian Creed. “ The right faith is that
we believe and confess that Our
Jesus Christ, Son of God,
both God and man. He is God from
the substance of the Father,
ten before all ages : and man from
substance of His mother born in
time : perfect God, perfect man,
subgisting of a rational soul and
human flesh : equal to the Father
sccording to Godhead : less than the
Father accerding to His manhood:
whe, though He be both God and
Man, nevershelegs isa not two but the
one Chris#; one, not by the conversion

more

into the |
of one substance |

than |

is |

begot- |

the ageny of thirst, who is left deso-
but you also behold the God
with whoee suffering, nature itself

These promises are regularly re-
quired in writing and eigned by both
course, it goes without
saying that there must be no other
ceremony before orafter the Catholic
ceremony.

Catholics forbidden to
marry fallen-away Catholics or those
who have joined forbidden societies,
or public sinners who refuse to re-
ceive the Sacramente.

There is no

1
Are aiso

person who is certainly not baptized

sympathises, and who, on the third |

day, is to rise from the dead, thus
greatest proof of His
divindty.

Being God, and being man ; having
created, redeemed snd taught us,
and since He will be our judge, there
can be no doubt of His mastery over
us and our corresponding duty to be
subject to His teachinge. " You call
Me Master and Lord, and you eay
well for eo I am.”—The Tablet.

DANGER OF MIXED
MARRIAGES
PROBLEM IS DIFFICULT TO
SOLVE BECAUSE HUMAN
NATURE IS NOT EASILY
GUIDED

IS

Right Rev. Bishop Drumm of
Moines, lowa, thus speaks on
subject of mixed marriage :

\ DIFFICULT PROBLEM

| proc

| non-confor

| marriages
investigati

' Bear not the yoke with unbeliev- |

ers.” (If. C. 6, 14)
One of the moet difficalt and dan-

{ gerous problems which the Chur ch |

ol the Godhead into flesh but by the |

taking of manhood unto God.”

CHURCH DEFENDS HIS DIVINITY

At various times in the history of
Christianity opponents have attacked
this doctrine in one point or another.
If with
Chriet was truly God, assigning to
Him the place, as it were, of a demi-
god, making of Him the most perfect
of all creatures, but otill
Him to live only a creature, the
Church summons the witnesees of
Apostolic days to prociaim the truth.
She calls upon the greatest defender
of Christ's divinity, 8t. John, and he
bears testimony,
Word, who is Jesug Christ,*
God, and the Word was God.” She
appeals to St. Paul, who staked all
upon hias belief in Christ's divinity,
when he states that He“who is the
Redeemer is He " who is over
thinge, God bleesed forever' (Romans
ix., 5,)
Jesus Christ “ thought it not robbery
to be egual with God " (Phil. ii., 6).

CHURCH DEFENDS HIS HUMANITY
Or, of some, admitiing that Chriet
is God, on the other hand, deny to
Him true buman nature, either in
ite enfirety or in part, the Church is
just as jenlous in guarding this eide
of the fruth, again appealing to
teaching of Christ’'s cho me n
Thus, when she condemned
eaching that declared there was
hrist no human soul such as
which when ghe
ne
AN

the

fa

nature wa lost
up thae divine,
ghe inveighed againet

nion of Monothelites, who
1 curtsil the human faculties of
gh, ske invented no new dootrine,
but gimply reiterated the first tench.
ing of Christianity. She cites the
Evangeliste, who ocontinually insist
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and the faithful have to face in this |
country is the problem of mixed
marriage. What is mixed martiage ?
Popularly accepted it is a marriage
of a Catholic with anyone who it not
a QCatholic. In the eyes of the
Church, however, there is a differ-

ence between a non-Catholic who is |

bepti: and one who is not baptized
and Jewes.

I say it is a difficult prcblem, be-
cause of the soeial union and min.
gling of all classes of persons, the
low notionse of sacred marriage
which prevail generally outside the
Church, the vague knowledge and
religion and the leveling ease with
which all religions are recognized,
all readily
tolerated.

A DANGEROUS PROBLEM

I say it is dangerous, because,
marriage theee conditions can
easily affect the Catholic
lead to loss of religion,
loes of morality,

80
body and
Icss of faith,
dizcontent in mar-

in |

ried life, sepnration and divorce, race |

guicide, and irreligious children ; and
consequently a rightful lose of
mournful souls. Isometimeswonder
if lack of real faith is the cnuee of so
many mixed marriagee, or whether
mixed marriage is the cause of so
much loss of faith, [ dda't know.
The most faithful Catholics rarely
contract marriage with pon-Catho-
lice. If  the Catholic party is all
right, then the non.Cathclic becomes
a Oatholic before rriage. Non
must know that they do
not get the best Catholice, only the
ones wandering on the edge ¢f Cath-
olicity. That very cirumsfance in-
creased the danger, for a weak COath-
olic makes a bad impression, while a
strong Catholic is an immense power
for good to all with whom he comes
in cont

Hence 1 ad marriage becomes o
most seriox yroblem for the Church
and the faithful, and must be pre-
vented or protected with the utmost
care. It also affeets the well or ill
being of the State and the family.
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|
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and a baptized Christian—unl
course, a dispensation has been
obtained from the impediment cf
different worship.

The Church has nothing fo do
legally with the marriages of persons
beyond ber pale, unless such persons
wieh to form an alliance with Cath-
olics;
laws of the Churcb, for she has
everything to say and do about the
Sacrament of marriage for her own
children. If it is found that a previ-
ous marriege is
the laws of God and the Church, then
it stands, and she cannct permit a
second marriage until that one
dissolved, not by divorce, but
death,
one marriage ie
declares tk
the party is free
ese is frequan
by the Stats courts
are declared

not valid, then

ehe

4
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to marry.
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1ity  with certain
are many suc
, both in Church and

civil
lawes. Thera

ouale
ND QUAXERS
It is genernlly
the Catholic Ch
| mixed marriagee.
Quakers are very much
phatically and much
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the most intimate
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Marriage is
relationship ;

religion goes into the very fibres of |
life more deeply than anything else. |

Successfully
are difficult
when all

happy unions for life
of attainment at best,
elements unite to make
them go. When religion, the most
visal ¢f all, is net in the cementing
bond, then it ie glmost impossible.
If love and religion go hand in hand
then there is kope of much happi-
ness ; where either is wanting,
thers is strife,
Cross-purpo
failure,

disappointment and

8,

STARTLING FACTS

I might quofe you
gshow the migerable results of mixed
marringe to every omne concsrned ;
but I prefsr to give you facte, local,
up-to date, and personal. I have
made a purvey and a tabulation cof
one hundred mixed marriages in a
certain district. Some of them were
married pnly a few years and otheérs
for many years—all fair for a good
test. 1 know the requirements for
practical Catholioc life,

statistics to

studied them from a Catholic view
point, but I had in 'mind aleo general
usefulnese.

Of the hundred, eight are as good
fam g as any one could wish -
seventeen are fairly good,
seventy-five I am forced to
what may be called the N.G class.
Hardly any of them go to church
with any regularity, many of them
not at all, many have been divorced:
they are not dependable for oh
support, for the most part they
not successful in temporal affairs
good to mee
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he mogs? part not much good for God
or Church or country.
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misunderstandings,

Now that seeme mn exbtrasordinary
ghowing, but it is a 'sir and honest
tabulation, and I believe it will be
found true in any similar sucrvey.
Just think, 87 of mixed marringes
turn out well, 177 fairly well, and
76% practically total failores., Can
any geneible Catholic afford to take
such a risk in suoch an important
affalr of life, Certainly not without
serious consideration, and much
constant prayer, sand much ‘wise
counsel with wise priests and good
directors and parents.

Catholic young people, stady your
catechism, learn your holy Faith,
and be staunch in its practice ; guard
your senses and control your emo
tione and your passione ; watch your
inclinations, select your neeociations,
and beware of compromising your-
gelves and of the flret approaches
that briog the evil train of mixed
marriege miseries.
Church is & wige mother to you. Go
to confession and consuli your
pastor, and never get married except
before a priest.—Oatholic Bulletin,

PRAYER

g ——

“In thisa age of minute—perhaps
over - minute — spescialization in
science, and in its applied branches,
such as medicine and surgery, can it
really be argued that, admitting
prayer to be a ueefal
should be no specialists in that gub
ject ? Yet it may fairly be said that
this is exactly what the membere of
contemplative Orders set out to be.
No; it prayer be of any use, the
scientific specialiet can not logically
cavil at the prayer specialist—
contemplative.

“Nor from the
standpoint are the eelf-anbnegation
and mortification practiesed by the
contemplative open to any sort of
oriticiem. No workere in scieace
rain  greater estimation amongst
their fellows than those who have

same ecientific

unselfishly devoted themselves to the |

prosecution of etudies which could
bring them no pecuniary return and
to do 89, have solutely turned their
backs on pursuits which, with the
intellects which they posseised, musi
certainly have led to that wealth
which is the goal of g0 many today
Nor is this estimation denied to hise
whose ecientific work has lain in
flelds where none hut the bumblest
rs flourish—f elds
underlain by no nuntuuhs veins.

' Further, it will hardly be neces
gary to remind those any way
familiar with the lives of men of
science many of them have
suffered great hardships, and not a
tew have faced death in its most

that
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terrifying forms some of them sue
oumbing ae ‘martyvs of science,’ and
all in the pursuib of knowledge.

"Once more we may say that if it
be granted, as by Catholics it must
be, that prayer is & good thing, it is
fmpoesible to applaud the man *of
golenne and decry the mun of prayer,
or even to compare the contemplative
unfavorably with his active brother."”

One condition we should always
make in our prayers is that what we
nsk be to God's glory and our soul's
benefit and for the honor and service
of God. Itis a waste of prayer and
an ineffectual prayer to agk for any-
thing otherwise. God is infinite
wisdom and He knows precisely what
will be the effect of every granted
petition. He is goodness, and He
cennot give us, in answer to our
petition, any 'seeming good which is
really evil. Therefore, to pray to
God for something which may be
harmtul to ue, to pray for something
for our own sake, regardless of His
gloty, is to make a vain prayer and
one which God cannot hear.—Senti-
nel of the Blessed Sacrament.

A RECORD ALTOGETHER
UNIQUE

Few indeed will be able to take ex
ception to the statement of a writer
in the London Tablet that the record
in Englieh Catholic life, established |
by the illustrious Vaughan family, is !
“altogether unique.”” As the corres
pondent notee: 'Col. John Vaughan's
gix sons became priests and three
of them Bishops. Here is s list:
Herbert—Cardinal Archbishop of
Westminster; Roger—Archbishop of
N. 8. W.; John 8S.—Bisghop of
Sebastopolis ; Kenelm secular
priest ; Joseph—a Benediotine priest;
Bernard—a Jesuit priest. The Col-
Gladys
—joined fhe Visitation nune ; Teresa
—became a Sister of Charity ; Clare
—became a Poor Clare; Mary—
entered the Augustinian Convent ;
Margaret—entered an Augustinian

Convent. Besides sons and daugh-
ters, the Colonel had three brothers,
all of whom becams priests
viz., William, Bisbop of Plymouth ;
Richard, a Jeeuit, and Edmund, a Re-
demptoriet.’—Catholic Trangoript.

S
The Cross ie laid on the ground,
Jeeus stretched upon it. It is,
after much exertion, jerked into the
hole ready to receive it, There
He hung, a perplexity to the multi-
tnde, a terror to evil epirite, the
wonder, the awe, yet the joy, the
adoration of the Angsls.—Cardinal
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A living, breathing, loving
personality

OUR OWN
ST. RITA

A LIFE OF THE SAINT OF
THE IMP( )bblBLl'.

By Rev.
M. J. CORCORAN, 0.S.A

St. Rita gives us the feel-
ing that she is very near to
~a Saint we can under-
stand. She was so human, and
bore the weight of so many woes
with patience and kindliness of
heart Re of her beautiful life
gives us a new incentive each day, and
new courage to struggle bravely on.

T'he Saint stands before us in her
girlhood and her womanhood as
maiden, wife, mother, widow, and

wm, a living, breathing, loving per-
sunality, thoroughly sweet and thor

oughly good, yet thoroughly human.
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