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New Orleans, the famous ex-President
is quoted ae eaying, "“The finest
human being that walks the earth is
a loyal Roman Catholic priest.”” In
this country the priests proved the
truth of Roosevelt's saying by show-
ing on every occasion that each and
every one of them was an unadul
terated, unhyphenated, one hundred
per cent American, They showed
thie by their work ae chaplains at the
front, by their moral work in every
fleld of eervice and sacrifice traced
out for them by their Church and
State superiors at home, They even
used their pulpite to preach the
Government germons of patriotism,
civil and economice.

Four Bishops practically gave up
their Diocesee to give themselves ex-
clusively to war work, There is not
one of the hundred American Bishops
whose voice wae not heard and whose
example was not an inspiration in
all the varied phases of war sctivity.
Some eaid that COardinal Gibbong'
presence alone was worth one hun
dred thousand dollars at every meet
ing he attended, and although over
eighty-flve years old he was every
where sn active worker on every
national committee. The late Arch
bishop of St. Paul did more to bring
the hesitating Middle West (talsely
accused of pro-Germanism) into line
than any man in Americe

" The clergy were not alone in thelr |

patriotic efforts. The Catholic laity

astonished the world by giving forty |

per cent of the total strength of the
fighting force of the Army and Navy
while the entire Church in the States
only numbered one fifth or one-gixth
of the American population.
was it possible ? The secret
number and the fitness of the Catho
lic man power was diecovered and
exposed, and the much maligned
and badly understocd confessional
was honored and justified as an un
matchable war measure. No wonder
the answer of an American officer
when asked if he could hold a
dangerous outpost ‘Somewhere in
France.’ 'Yes,’ he replied 'an
American officer could hold anything
with the help of God and a
Marines.” He knew that 60 per cent
of the Marines were Catholice.

"The' clergy did its part, the
rank and file of the Catholic Church
exceeded all expectations, but the
Catholic Croix de Guerre is due to
the greatness of all Catholic agencies
—to the right arm of the Church—to
the Knights of Columbus.
young American Order
memberhood calls for and
only two conditions, ones
per cent.,, unhyphenated
ism and practical Catholicity, came
to the front, and remained in the
limelight all during the War.
commeuced by sending fifty thon
sand of its members voluntee
when the first
rally round the flag. t then offered
all its funds and ite old men to help
the soldier and boya in the
camps averywhere—old white-haired
men, too old for soldier work, were
conscripted and scattered over the
easth to keep the boys fit and cheer
ful. No wonder the entire
today and every soldier lad here or
thereis singing the praises of the men
who made everybody welcome and
everything free. It ie not surpris.
ing that every Catholic who is praec-

who
exscte
hundred

érican

sailor

tical and not n dram seller is joining |

the ranks of the Knights of Columbus
—the cream of Catholic manhood,

the truest Knights of the Cross and |

of the flag.
my first war sermon in this Cathe

that I belong to the Catholic Church;
to the Church ot Benedict, Mercier,
Gibbons, Ireland and
Church of Petain, Cactelnaun
Pau; to the Church of Benson, Sims,
the Sixty ninth, and to the Church
of God and His Marines. Were I
not a Catholic, I would love to wor-
ship with Hurley, Ryan and Schwab,
and with the fighting men who, from
every town and village of America,
from the Atlantic to the Pacifie, fol-
lowed the flag and only halted when
commanded on the banks of the
Rhins,

“Five months ago the fate and
future of the world was transferred
from the soldier to the statesman,
and here, I am gorry to say, anxiety
beging ; clouds gather, at least the
picture changes. Although promised
‘merciless publicity' we have been
kept in profoundest ignorance;
though the War was won by prayer
a8 much as by bullets, there is no
time for prayer at the Peace Confer-
ence, and God has been kept away
from it with as much jealous care as
it Hewerea Hohenzollern, Romanoff,
Hapsburg or a Sultan.

Though our soldiers were taught
to be Crusaders and the Cross was
Lonored as the flag, the statesmen
and politicians of the psace par y
seem to have veered to other stand-
ards and to strange gods. The first
cloud at the Peace Conference is the
absence of God—of prayer, of any
recognition of the oft invoked God
of Battles. There is no champion of
the old order of Christian justice and
political morality there, or invited
or permitted to be there. If Lecky
wae right when he wrote that Cath-
olicism laid the foundations of mod-
ern civilization, would it not geem

good statesmanship to have the same |

builder at the reconstruction work ?
If Macauley was right when he de.
slared that ‘there never 'was on earth
a work of human policy so deserving
of examination as the Roman Cath-
olic Church,’ why is not that same
policy invited to aseist in shaping
the. policy that will control the
world's policies in the future? We
are not interested in any aoccidental
glory that such an invitation would
bring to this world-wide religion,
but we are vitally interested in the

| ideals

How |
of the

| etruggle

few |

That |

appeal was made to |

country |

| seat for pardon,
"Still looking back since I preached |
| ity now denied ue
dral two years ago, I can thank God |

Foch ; to the |
and |

| approval by the Resurrection.

kind of peace which will either make
or mar the world of tomorrow.
Weareall themore anxious when we
rend that the price paid to one of the
belligerents was the exclusion of the
Pope from any place at the Peace
Conference. Any wonder, with God
and His accredited egent left out,
there nre many of us who fear a
ecientific, materialistic peace totally
divorced from the principles of eter-
nal justice and democratic fairnese ?
Our fears are not fancies, nor ground
lese, a8 we witnees the alarming pro-
gresse of anarchy and Bolghevism
threatening the last remgjning
strong-holds of law and order ‘and
authority all over the world. Just as
nature abhors a vacuum, so where
God is not the devil is likely to be.
" Another cloud darkens the hori
zon in the form of broken promises,
and we wonder will the new peace be
& new scrap of paper. Until five

months ago we heard mugh about |
be applied |
| univereally to all nations, big and
| little

" self-determination’ to
We were taught by those in
authority that all nations had a com
mon inalienable right to be free.

Today the test to the truth or to the |

sincerity of the words of a great
leader are being applied, and all over
the liberty loving world there is
asked ' What about Ireland?' Ireland
is a nation distinct from ber oppress
or, distinct geogr aphically No polit
ical boundaries other than those God
gave her are needed to mark
nationality ; distinet in origin, in her
history, literdture
Here is a nation that asks
to be free—aeks it today by seventy-
five per cent. of her people, just ae
she asked and demanded it for seven
hundred and fitty years of fruitless
to shake off
shackled on free men. Will she
free? Perjury and bribery made the
only link binding her to her en-
slaver,

“The international court of the

language,

world is asked to pronounce the con- |

tract null and void and of no binding

force, and the only anewer we can |

gather yet is that even America is
plotting to perpetuate the perpetual

enslavement of Ireland while work- |

ing hard to free others, Why this?
Ireland is the oldest nation in
Western Earope, older than gallant
Jelgium, or brave France, and richer,
bigger and better than other nations
torn from other oppressors and en-
riched with freedom and given self
determination.

" The Peace Conference
cluded Goad also excludes
cage, and we may well

the

that ex
Ireland’'s
wonder what

world half free and half slave is not

| an American doctrine,
It |

" Perhaps I should not bring these
world shadows into an Easter sermon
but excluding them will neither re
move them nor make our
better or bappier. We are

at the

crisis of the most momentous events |

that ever happened. We are either
sweetening or poisoning the wells of
the future. There will be either
world wide democracy or world-wide

Bolsheviem ag a result of this Peace |

Conference, No wonder we are
alarmed ; we are alarmed as were the
early seekers at the tomb of Christ
when they learned that ‘ He was not
there.’

" We, as Christians, have been ac-
customed to expeet signs of repent
ance before absolution. We eee no
such signs from the culprits of to-
day who are at the world's judgment
For four years, we
read, thankes to the merciless public
of the

or hunfanity, but as yet we have de
tected no sign of repentance, contri
tion or promise of amendment. No
wonder the yreat Foch fears, and we
little people fear with him. A moral
force at the peaca table wounld have
demanded repentance, satisfaction,
restitution and guarantees, and ig
alone would have been worth s
dozen Leagues of Nations, The
civilization we represent grew out of
the foolishness of the Cross, and if
we honestly want its reconstruction
and ite perpetuation we have to
bring the world again under the
shadow of the Cross and teach it
again the lessons of depsndence on
God—the lessons of justice and hu-
manity preached on Calvary and
given Divine sanstion and Divine
The
risen Christ has besn the only corner-
stone of things that lasted for these
two thousand years. It rejected, hu
man imitations will be like so many

Babels and produce only intolerance,

bigotry, and end in Bolshevism.
" Looking back we are glad and

| proud; looking at the present, de

prived a8 we are of that promised
“merciless publicity,’ we are anxioueg:
looking to the future we ars re-
minded of the words of the Hebrew
prophet about the vanity of building
without making the Lord a partner.’
—N. O. Morning Siar.

LITTLE THINGS IN RELIGION

Can anything connected with relig-
ion be called a little thing? It is
true that some practiees have a
greater importance than others.
Nothing can make up for the loss of
Sunday Maes ; nothing ocan take the
place of the Sacraments of penance
and Holy Communion. In compari-
son with these duties of paramount
importance certain practises may in
themselves be regarded as small ; yel
the miseion of them may have serious
consequences. When we find that
grace at meals is habitually neglected
in the home, we cannot but regret
it. When we see & person pass into
church without using holy water,
we feel that there is something want-
ing in that individual's devotion.
When a fumbling movement of finger
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or thumb is made to do duby for the
sign.ef the Crose, and when s genu
flection to the Blossed Sacrament is
scarcely perceptible, we deplore this
slovenliness in little thinge. When
Catholic men and boye paes a church
without raising their hate, we foel
that though they may have the faith
there is something lacking in their
respect for the Divine Presence in
the tabernacle, and when in speaking

to a priest the title of Father is hahipeT

ually omitted, we know that tibe
epeaker is wanting in courtegy—and
something more.

The list of these so-called litfle
things might be extended to many
pages.—Sentinel of the Blessed
Sacrament

MBS

MARY'S

MONTH

Spring, with ite fragrant promige
of good shinge soon to be, fills the
earth with gladoness. Flowers pugh

green sward. Birds chirp lustily in
the treee for sheer joy at the golden
sunshine that warms all oreation
and awakens into new life.
blood in beast and man is whipped
into quickened glow wunder the
impact of Nature's ebullience. It is

{ heart of Germany

|

The |

the gladdest, happiest month in the |

whole year, when
Nature welcoming
season that promises to provide us
with the food-stuffs we need to keep
body and soul together.

Therefore, with her sure instinct
for the fitness of things Holy
Mother Church gets aside the month
of May as a season of special devo
tion to Oor Lady. The joyousness
of Nature is as nothing compared to
the gladnees which possessed

men
the

vie with

the Expected of the Nations was

about to come, as the noonday sun, |
- the little remaini

to melt the icy barciers which had
kept us aloot in reverential awe
from Him. And in condescensi
our weekness He chos
fashion that we could not buy under
stand. As He wished to become
“Elder Brothe: fo prove the
solidarity of the human race, so, too
He came through Mary to prove the
genuineness of His condescensi to
our poor esiate,
htly do we honox Mary in
promiging month of the
r with her cor
for wh

our

B8O

year
ning the Great Prom
the just had sighed
for foar thousand years began to }

filled. She was the dawn that gave
hope of the early rise of the Sun of
Justice that would soften the hard
hearts of men, and produce therein
flowers of virtue fragrant and pleas
ing in the sight of God

Since the beginning of the War
there has been a real revival of re-
ligious feeling which has extended
even to those who have hitherto not
given much thought to the things
of eternity. Many men now realize
for the ficst time that they have a
soul to save. During Lady's
own month, let us beg her with
especial fervor to keep the shoots of
piety which have sprung up under
the cannons’ roar from dying down
in the soft days of peace.

Let us ask her who is ,the special
Patroness of America to make this
land in very truth a “garden in-
closed” where the “Lamb without
8pot,” seeing the good works we put
forth, may delight to ‘‘teed among
the lilies” of those virtues which He
desires to gee in individuals and
nations.—Rosary Magazine

Ouar

GERMANS TORTURE
PRIEST
BELGIAN SUFFERS INHUMAN
CRUELTIES TO PRESERVE
VALUABLE DOCUMENT

An almost unbelievable story of
the hardships undergone by a Bel-
gian priest to keep safe 8 document
entrusted to him by Cardinal Mar-
just been sent to this
country by Calvin S. Chalmers, a
Knights of Columbus secredary, who

| met Father Phillipe Mussche, now a

chaplain in the K. of C. gervice at
Havre when the lstter was visiting
the K. of C. clubrooms in Paris,
Father Mussche wunderwent m term
of terrible solitary confinement
rather than deliver the paper and
finally turned it over to His Emin-
ence without its having fallen into
the enemy’'s hands, At the begin-
ning of the War he was a teacher in
the Institute St. Louis and was one
of three brothers, all priests. The
other two were shot by the invaders.
Father Museche relates his experi-
ences a8 follows:

“There is not much to say of the

bounteous |

the
| heart of humanity on learning that

| evening in the

things that happened in Brussels in |

those terrible months that has not
already been told. You know how
the priests were compelled to endure
all kinds of torture under the de
luded and cruel invader. My two
brothers, both priests, were ghot.
We had been active in the defence of
our country, and I, the third, was
singled out by the German authori
ties a8 a possible source of infor.
mation. It was strange that my
brothers should have given their

lives for retusal to produce a docu- |

ment which I had, and the discovery

|
J

of which would have
wholesale massacre.

resulted in

BORE EVERY CRUELTY

TRUST

TO KEEP
They spared me, but I
gladly have accepted death, had such
been the will of God, rather than
undergo the suffering which followed.
I wae firet searched for precious
papers.
tamined and every indignity pos
sible to the imagination was heapad
upon me, Then | was
and incarcerated
in a military prison. [ had expacted
to be given at least the privilege of
mingling with unfortunates
but this was denied,
"Against my

other
most vigorous pro
test 1 was placed a dungeon, flve
feet by seven feet in size. There
wae & window far up the wall which
opened into a small enclosure with
no other outlook. 7The surroundings
were in keeping wit the stories of
early barbarity in Burope. I had
eupposed that such things were no
more, but here { was made to know
that the cruslty of untutored and
unciviiiz uges had been tranemit
ted through centuries of culture.
"After a few months, three, I think
esked again to be given
the outer prison
hours each day. I

access to
o8 told
hat the Gerr sought 1
regain my liberty., 'This I refu
do and the solitary conflueme
tinued. My companions were
my food was. vile I bad

might
ed to
con-
rate,
become

emaciated and nearly demented, yat |
the end of |
sar I thought there could |
the whole [

the torture kept on. At
the first y
be no more misfortune in
world.

"But the thought
able to preserve
to me by our 1

that I
the matter intrusted

el Cardinal kept
i spark of courage

ih my breast alive
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1lness
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came hopeles
told that I

sent to
care which
decide upon.

the mines. I really
dispositior hey might

The will ot God must
pravail And so when every
our to pry the secret from
prisoner fatled the Germans
to the mines.

"I could scarcely
course was ufterly
kind of manual
reached my new
terrible shortage
presence there

did

ondeav
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senv me

of
any
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for

walk,

unfit
work.
gaol there was a
of food and
meant eimply one
more mouth feed. Therefore in
the interest economy I was dis
charged and allowed to make my
way back to Belgium. The hard

o

f
of

ships of that journey do not need to |

been mentioned, for that is not an
essential part of my story.
"Daring all the time that I was

incarcerated in that German prison |

my trousers were never taken from
the cell. I had worn them beneath
the usual cassock constantly worn
by the pries's of Europe. My cap

tors had ripped that other garment |
The |

to shreds iun their search.
trousers wers examined only guper-
ficirlly, and hope of finding the doou-
ment concealed therein had been
abandoned. During those two years
and nine months I was never allowed

a changa of clothing, so the gavment |

wae never out my possession

LIBRRATED, FIND K, OF ¢, HUT HAVEN

"Ag soon a8 I had reached n safe
gpot from German espionage 1
changed my garb to that of a Belgian
peasant., The tattored fragment of
what had once been a respsctable
article of clothing, of course, was
cast aside-—but not before I had
carefully ripped the seam at the

bottom of the right leg and removed |

from the hem the long sought and
once vital document. It was later
returned fo the proper authorities,”

All of the foregoing did not satisfy
the questioner as to the physical
and sartorial metamorphosis ich
brought Father Mussche info ®the
olubrooms of the Knights of Colum-
bus on that cold and diemal winter
uniform of Uncle
Sam's service.

"It was soon after my return to
Belgium that I heard of she work of
the Knights of Columbus,” continusd
the chaplain. “I was told of the
activity of that big Catholic organiz
ation at the front, and learned that
there was need of prieste in the
ranks of its workers I made applica-
tion through the regular channel,
and with the consent of our Cardinal
was enrolled.

“Since my association with this
work began I have had nothing but
satisfactory experiences. At first I
was attached to Base Section 4, S. O,
S. Later I was sent to Lourdes,
Haute Pyrenees. Now I am at Havre
where my service has been most
agreeable because there has been so
much that I could do.

would | p 4
| chureh, her own being at o consider
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wag still |

not |

When 1|
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“Although for a long time there
was but one chaplain to minister to
the American soldiexrs there, it {8
happy privilege to say that not one
of those splendid men was ill, died,
or was io trouble without the con
solation of the Church. Now that
there are many more men there I
find the work still more congenial.”

Philadelphia Standard and Times
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STICKING TO THE TRUNK

A correspondent of the London
Universe relates a good answer made
by a Catholic lady of his acqueint
ance to an Anglican parson, who had
been importuning her to attend his

able dietance from where she lived,

3ut I am a Catholie,” she pro- |
tested. I cannot possibly think of |
goiog to your church.' |

The pareon then
tack,

" We are all Catholice, you kr
he declared, Our church
branch of the Catholic Church.”

The declaration was doubtless |
quite as familiar to the listener
to the speaker,

"It you don't mind ber
Answer I think I'll stick to the
trunk
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Tales of Adventure. Selected.

The Captain of the Club, Valentine Williams

The Lamp of the Sanctuary and 'Other Storles
Cardinal Wiseman,

The Prairie Boy. Rev. John Talbot Smith,

Virtues and Defects of a Young Girl at Home
and at School. Ella M, McMahon,

Countess de Segur,
for Catholic Children, Rev. A u.

Ask for Quantity Discount

v‘tf'vu-_l W . | !.t\ P TReI

LONDON, OANADA




