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TOPICS OF THE DAY.
BRAVO SHAMROCKS. — Bravo 

thrice bravo, "boys in green." You 
have done your duty nobly. You 
have f acçd opponents' of other la
crosse clubs on the green sward. 
Proudly wearing the colors of green 
you have marched out before an as
sembled multitude in the city of Ot
tawa which, for the most part, was 
composed of men and women who 
were prejudiced against those col
ors; you won the honors of the day, 
upheld the reputation of the Sham
rock organization which has through
out its thirty-five years of existence 
met friend and foe without fear or 
favor—and proved to the world that 
Irish brawn and Irish skill when 
backed by pride of race is superior 
to those of other sections of the 
community despite the special oppor
tunities which some of them enjoy. 
The details of the battle have been 
published by the daily press, all of 
which have to concede the supremacy 
of the victors—some with very bad 
grace, others with labored effort, 
but none with that ring of enthusi
asm and pictorial display, which 
would have characterized the reports 
had any other aggregation but the 
"green-shirted team" won the cham
pionship. This admission of Sham
rock supremacy wrung from news
papers that have with undiminished 
persistency belittled the Shamrocks 
on every occasion where the oppor
tunity offered, treating them 
though they were a section of the 
community apart, to be denied the 
rights which sister organizations en
joyed, is a st,ll greater triumph than 
that won on the field from the husky 
boys from Cornwall.

The lesson of the day in Ottawa 
is only a repetition of that which 
the gallant Irish Canadian athletic 
organization has so often endeav
ored to instil by glorious victories 
in other fields—Montreal, Toronto, 
Brockville, Cornwall, Chicago and 
New York—that unity and self-sacri
fice, determination and steadfast
ness, energy and enthusiasm, and, 
above all, an unwavering loyalty to 
one's conviction of national pride is 
destined to achieve success, despite 
the prejudice which race and creed 
may engender. What • has been 
achieved in athletics by our 
young men may be attained in every 
other field of human endeavor by 
our race generally. May Irishmen 
and women in this Dominion, in this 
opening year of a new century, take 
the lesson to heart and realize the 
responsibilities which rest upon 
them as an important section of the 
community.

One word more. To . Captain 
O'Connell, President McLaughlin, 
and the directorate of theorganization, 
all of whom are tried and trusted 
men of experience in Irish ranks, the 
"Truq Witness!!, offers its most sin
cere congratulations. The victories 
won by the team on the field have 
been supplemented by record gate 
receipts which, in no small measure, 
are due to their efforts and those of 
the able, trustworthy, and efficient 
secretary-treasurer, Mr. William P. 
Lunny, whose best efforts have ever 
been at the command of the associa
tion when the trumpet sounded for 
duty. The old and reliable veteran,

Irish was two-fold, a great purity of 
life and a love for the religious voca
tion; on the other hand, the most 
deplorable trait in their character 
seems to be. a lack of esteem for 
each other as a race. It appears to 
us that this good priest has touched 
the key-note in both instances. As 
to the finer characteristic it is not 
for us, at this moment, to enlarge 
upon the subject, beyond expressing 
our opinion that it is very correct. 
However, We cannot allow the sec
ond part of that appreciation to go 
without drawing the attention of" 
all our readers to its importance. A 
lack of esteem for each other is 
surely the rock that we most fre
quently split upon. To this lack may 
be traced much of the up-hill labor 
that our people have to undergo, 
much of the political and social diffi
culties that they have to encounter, 
much of the disunion and antagon
ism that curse their efforts in life, 
and much of the ungenerous treat
ment which they receive at the hands 
of others. If we are lacking in es
teem for each other, how can we 
blame people of other elements, 
otter races, other creeds, If they do 
not esteem us as highly as we would 
desire? Respect for ourselves is the 
first requisite to creating respect for 
us in the minds of others. We are 
always ready to belittle our own 
people, to find fault with them, to 
expose their weaknesses (which, if 
compared with the weaknesses of 
others, are often trivial), and to 
show a lack of confidence in them. 
These are so many signs that serve 
to guide the people of other races in 
their formation qf opinions, and, 
consequently, in their attitude to
wards us. We are ready, especially 
on public occasions, at great nation
al celebrations, to go into ecstacies 
of admiration for our own people 
and their achievements; but the mo
ment we come down to the practical 
side of everyday life, we rush into 
the very opposite extreme. If one of 
our people, by industry, talent, and 
good conduct succeeds in raising 
himself to a higher level, we are 
sure to overlook the merits of his 
case, and instead of giving him ere-' 
dit for his fine qualities, and his no
ble characteristics, we relate how 
we knew him when he hadn't a shoe 
to his foot, or we recall "his old 
father,"- or "old mother"* in the 
days when they were poor and in 
humble circumstances. At the same 
time we are prepared to knock down 
the first man who would refuse to 
give credit to our ancestors, for pos
sessing the very same qualities which 
we now affect to despise in our im
mediate neighbor and contemporary. 
To say the least there is a great 
want in all this. When this peculiar 
failing of our race is sufficiently 
markêd to challenge the attention of 
the fair-minded priest of another na
tionality, it is high time that we, 
Of this generation,'Should be making 
up our minds to change that phase 
of our national disposition.

THE WAR SITUATION.—It is now 
quite a long time since we made any 
reference to the war in South Africa. 
The reason of our silence on the sub
ject is simply that we are tired of

Kitchner's resignation have been cir
culated and denied; his demand for 
twenty-five thousand more "season
ed" soldiers has been asserted, and 
qualified, and .declared unfounded ; 
his desire to have a free hand and 
Mr. Brodrick's desire to hold the 
controling reins are being played 
upon to distract the public ear. 
Amongst other uncertain statements 
and surmises we find a "Times" cor
respondent—whose importance may 
be judged from the large type in 
which his communication is printed— 
af£er declaring the War Office's as
sertion of relations between Kitch- 
ner and the authorities to be cordial, 
an official lie, goes on to say that :

"So one is thrown back upon the 
circumstantial published statements 
that Lord Kitchener insists on a 
free hand in the treatment of rebels, 
and insists on martial law in west

ern Cope Colony to enable the ac
tivities of the influential Boer sym
pathizers there to * be summarily 
suppressed, and on more vigorous 
support from home in the way of ef
ficient reinforcements, instead of 
raw, worthless yeomanry. He is said 
to pledge his reputation to bring 
the War to a speedy end dnder such 
conditions."

To|sum up the whole question, all 
we kpow about it is the fact that 
Boerè are still in arms, that an inv- 
mense British force is ever active all 
over the country, that small battles 
are fought, desperate engagements 
are of weekly occurrence, and that 
the end is not yet. Under these cir
cumstances it is not to be wondered 
at that we have reserved our space 
for more interesting subjects, and 
for matters less confusing and less 
contradictory. Whenever the war 
does end we shall announce the fact.

CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY.

Barney Dunph” who started out in reading, day in and day out, the
the early days of the season with 
the now victorious team, is also de
serving of a sprig from the laurel 
crown of victory as is his successor 
in the position of trainer, Mr. Eddie 
Hart.
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same humdrum story. It is as wear
isome ae the war itself. With the 
fall of Pretoria, -the flight of Kru
ger, the return of Lord Roberts and 
the appointment of Lord Kitchener, 
it was officially stated thgt the 

r war was practically ended, and 
that all that remained to be done 
was to arrange for terms of peace 
and to quiet the remaining few re-. 

So far the peace arrangements
seem to be asBP® and

t to have gone

Generosity is the birthright of a 
Christian. To be generous, in the 
original meaning of the term, is to 
be of noble extraction, and to have 
the nobility of mind and heart, the 
lofty sentiments that should be in
separable from noble birth. What 
nobler origin can there be than ours 
in Jesus Christ? It is no mere fig
ure of speech, but reality, that by 
baptism we arc born anew in Him, 
the sons of God, brothers of Christ, 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven. In 
thought, deed and sentiment we 
should strive to be as noble as our 
birth.

Generosity would make us rise 
above everything low and petty, and 
despise the meaner sentiments which 
spring from envy, jealousy and 
spite. It prompts us to overlook 
the faults of others, and pardon 
them even when they are offensive to 
ourselves. It shrinks from the pleas
ure which meaner spirits find in con
tention. carping, unkindly and often 
slanderous conversations. It is not 
forever suspecting others of wrong 
or sensitively imagining that they 
are plotting mischief. It is patient 
with the evil-doer, forgetful of in
juries, benevolent instead of envious, 
never self-seeking, never narrow nor 
low in view or aim, but always 
broad and lofty. It is the spirit of 
Christ inherited by all who are re
generated in Him.

Generosity prompts us to give to 
others what we hold most precious, 
to use our resources for their wel
fare, to share with them our treas
ures, to extend to them the benefit 
of our advantages, to devote to 
their improvement our personal gifts, 
our energy, intelligence, experience 
and the influence or authority we 
may have acquired. It is charity 
practised to a heroic degree, because 
it waits not until others are in ex
treme, or even urgent need; in fact, 
it does not consider their needs, but 
studies their enrichment and im
provement; nor does it give solely of 
its superabundance, but yields even 
what is necessary, even so far as to 
forego its rights and abjure its pri
vileges. All this, finally, is without 
other motive than the sincere desire 
to help others, and It is always done 
without display, setFlaudation, or 
quest for popular applause.

Virtue like this is necessarily. 
Christian, and there is no need of 
qualifying it under this name except 
to put before us the One, who alone 
as God and man, could be its source 
and model, since it is more divine 
than human. It is the excessive 
charity with which Christ loved us, 
the charity which prompted Him to 
annihilate Himself when the slight
est act of His would have been 
enough to save us, to shed His blood 
in profusion when the least drop 
would have paid our ransom. How 
generous it was in Christ to bestow 
the benefit of His presence and the 
might of His miraculous powers on 
the poor and afflicted of Israel! How 
generously patient to bear with their 
ignorance and prejudice, and to in
struct them in the simplest elements 
of religion! Hotv generously He over
looked the pettiness and meanness of 
His Apostles, their low ambition, 
rivalries, contention, and recourse 
to human influence? How generously 
He could accept as well as give, for 
this, too, is a trait of generosity, as 
when He insisted on letting Mary 
Magdalene scatter the preciods oint-1 
ment on His feet, and magnified the 
mite of the poor widow in the eyes 
of all in the Temple!

is itself a 
I t W an

ESI

which he identifies Himself stand in 
need of the talents, the fortune the 
influence they hgve acquired chiefly 
through the medium of religion, anil 
yet they hesitate to come to His 
aid, They look to others to show 
aid. Tney look to others to show 
the Way, they fear to incur I he dis
pleasure of the world, t.o suffer any 
inconvenience or loss, ns they consi
der it, though really it would be 
their real gain. The poor are clam
oring for help, the laborer is vainly 
appealing to them not to multiply 
his burdens, the little ones of the 
flock arc crying to have the bread of 
the Word broken unto them, the waif 
and the orphan are seeking a shel
ter, and millions for the light of the 
religion and for the benefit of the 
civilization without which it were 
better we had not been born into 
this world; all about us, oven in the 
bosom of our own families, minds 
and hearts are craving for light and 
consolation. Mere human pity, and 
the ordinary spirit of mercy, nay, 
the very self-love that would make 
jxb be glad to be rid of their imp or- 

1 tunities, should inspire ns to give 
lavishly of our means to relieve their 
needs; and yet their cry is unheeded, 
thei^ appeal is in vain. Now and 
then a sop is thrown in the legisla
tion, or some scheme of enlighten
ment, or of education, that will on
ly intensify the sense of their defi
ciency. One looks almost vainly for 
the gift given freely, unconditional
ly, without advertisement, with uny 
real self-sacrifice, or unselfish. consi
deration of the purpose for which it 
is given.

The object of our Holy Father in 
designating "Christian Generosity" 
as the Qeneral Intention for Octo
ber, is manifestly to renew among 
Catholics the world over, a sense of 
the need of this virtue in the perse
cutions to which the Church is sub
ject in countries in which the guv. 
ernment has been seized by enemies 
of religion, and in the face of hard
ships which we encounter in coun
tries like England and our own, in 
which there is so much discrimina
tion, on the part of certain bodies 
of our fellow-citizens, if not on the 
port of our government, against 
Catholic interests.

Without adverting to the need of 
more Christian generosity among 
the Catholics in other countries, it 
is well worth while to reflect on the 
need of it in our own country. A 
little more of it would support our 
schools, or at least inspire those 
who give a trifle for this purpose to 
give it cheerfully, without forever 
harping on the hardships or impossi
bility of supporting a Catholic 
school, and cherishing. secretly, if 
not avowing openly, the conviction, 
rarely well founded, that a free reli
gious school is necessarily inferior 
to a common one. Christian gener
osity would prompt some rich Cath
olics to make Catholic colleges quite 
capable of supporting the fine ap
pearance of the sectarian or secular 
institutions to which they send their 
sons or daughters, because they are 
not generous enough to take God at 
His word, and train their offspring 
to seek first the kingdom of God, in 
the sure hope that all things will be 
added unto them, oven the social ad
vantage» ^gd business chances they
hope i for their future.

Christian generosity, finally, would 
moke us all give more of our time 
our energy, ability, learning, for-
thej'advsà^ent^ofreiigiôn0,16»^
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with no other

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY
CAPITAL AND LABOR —On this 

all-absorbing question Archbishop 
Ryan, of Philadelphia, in the course 
of an address to the Catholic young 
men who werg recently assembled in 
convention said

"We see the conflict that is going 
on, and which is apparently to con
tinue, between the upper aifcT lower 
classes in society, as we call them, 
between labor and capital. What 
power will conciliate the combat
ants? What power will prevent 
chaos? The poor workingman secs a 
m&i no better than himself, and per
haps worse, exerting paramount in
fluence and says it is not fair; there 
is something wrong that this should 
be so in a country where equality is 
proclaimed. Then there is danger of 
rebellion. Where is the remedy? Be
hold in the Christian religion the 
remedy, the principle worked out. 
Here is capital and here is labor. 
Between them stands a Man. He 
says, "1, too, am a capitalist, King 
of kings, Lord of lords, and My do
main extends throughout the uni
verse, therefore I have a right to 
speak to you, capitalist. And to 
you, laborer, I was a laborer, a car
penter's son and a carpenter My
self. I worked as you worked and 
had not a place in which to lay My 
head. I belong to you. I am King 
of kings ns well ns a laborer. Then 
clasping the hands of Labor and 
Capital He unites them and says, 
‘Kneel and receive My blessing. You 
are brothers in Me. You are equal 
before My Father in heaven and will 
be judged impartially by Him, not 
by your position in life, but by your 
deeds; therefore live fraternally to
gether.’ "

EDUCATION. —From a paper on 
"State Paternalism in Education," 
read by Rev. Thomas Campbell, S. 
J., at the same meeting, wo take 
the following extract. Alluding to 
efforts to restrain anarchy by re
stricting emigration and curtailing 
free speech, Father Campbell said :— 
They were inefficacious and that the 
trouble lay deeper. His paper called 
attention to the existing conditions 
in the United States as regards lack 
of religion and religious education; 
to divorce and crime. The necessity 
of religious education was urged and 
the question asked, How shall it be 
taught? The various modes suggest
ed by non-Catholics, exclusive of 
Lutherans, were considered and their 
futility shown. He urged that a few 
noisy demagogues should not be 
permitted to prevent what all think
ing men admit is essential to the 
preservation of our civilization. As 
to the teaching of religion in the 
schools being un-American, he said 
that those who said so were ignor
ant of the history of education in 
this country. Non-Catholic author
ities were quoted to show that the 
public schools are not up to what 
they should be and that there is no

room for their advocates to criticize 
Catholic schools. Catholics have sa
crificed too much to be satisfied with 
inferior schools. There are people 
who think that a Catholic cannot be 
a true American.

CATHOLIC PRESSThe German 
Catholics solemnly recorded their 
conviction at their annual Congress 
that the Catholic press is more ne
cessary to-day than ever. They are 
right. But unfortunately, Catholics 
of other nationalities do not seem 
to realize the vital importance of 
having a loyal press upon which ’ 
they can always rely. If we read 
the signs of the times aright the 
day is close at hand when the con
viction will be forced upon those 
who are now indifferent in the mnt-

NO RACE PREJUDICE. — Occa
sionally discordant notes are sound
ed in certain quarters, for what pur
pose we are at a loss to discern 
which would lead the ordinary read
er to believe that there is a certain 
measure of race prejudice in the 
ranks of the clergy. At the recent 
céremony of laying the corner-stone 
of a new church for German Catho
lics in Philadelphia, at which the 
sermon was delivered by Rev. Fran
cis Hirschmeier, in German, a brief 
address in English was delivered by 
Right Rev. Monsignor James F. 
Loughlin, D.D., who said he would 
add to the eloquent sermon of Lr. 
Hirschmeier, but a word of congra
tulation on the part of the English- 
speaking Catholics. The building of 
a new church is a matter of great 
joy not to be confined to one local
ity or one nationality, hence all par
ishes and people were represented 
there to pray to Almighty God that 
the work might continue successful
ly. The Catholic Church is the heart 
'and focus of all civilization. There 
is not a nation in the world which 
can boast of civilization which has- „ 
not received its training from the 
Catholic Church. Even those which 
afterwards separated from her re
tain traces of her careful, training to 
the present day. The principles on 
which they conduct their affairs, 
their religions, prayers and rituals, 
are simply remnants brought from 
the Catholic Church. The Catholic 
Church changed the barbarous into * 
the civilized nations of Europe. Cen
turies after centuries the work of her 
missionaries effected the transforma
nt ion. „

"Not only in the name of your 
fellow-Cntholics," said Mgr. Lough
lin, "but in the name of every man 
why loves his country we extend you 
congratulations to-day. There is a 
great work before you, and It is to 
be hoped you will not shirk the re
sponsibility you have assumed. The 
Catholics of the city will watch 
your progress with sympathy." Mgr. 
Loughlin closed by invoking (in Ger
man) a blessing on all present.

LATH PRESIDENT
MoKINLEY’S WILL.

The will of the late President Mc
Kinley was tiled last week by Judge 
William It. Day and by Secretary 
Cortelyou. Together they went to 
the Probate Judge's office in Can
ton, O., and presented the docu
ment. All of the property is left in 
trust to Mrs. McKinley, but an an
nuity of $1,000 is given to Miss 
Helen McKinley, sister of the late 
President. It is said that the value 
of the estate is between $225,000 
and $350,000, of which $67,000 is 
in life insurance. The remainder con
sists of bank deposits in Washington 
and real estate.

The text of the will shows that no 
bequests are made outside of the 
near relatives. Mr. McKinley's chief 
concern was to leave enough pro
perty to care for his widow and 
aged mother, as his mother was alive 
when the will was drawn. His mo
ther, however, died about a month 
and. a half after the last will of the 
President Was written, but he did 
not write a new will or attach a 
codicil.

The document is drawn in the Pre
sident’s handwriting on Executive 
Mansion note paper, and is written 
with ink.

Secretary Cortelyou made an affi
davit at the filing of the will to the 
genuineness of the signature of the 
President, and his own signature. He 
also made affidavit that the testator 
voluntarily wrote the will and sign
ed it in his presence. Accompanying 
the will was the following note

"I, Ida 9. McKinley, widow of Wil
liam McKinley, deceased, hereby de
cline the administration of his es
tate. and recommend the appoint
ment of William R. Day and George 
B. Cortelyou as administrators with 
the will

Secretory Cortelyou. All the persons 
in the room were .much affected, and 
Mrs. McKinley at times gave way to 
her feelings, but she made strenuous 
efforts to calm herself and succeeded 
sufficiently to perform her part as 
required by law.

‘ PATRIARCH OF CONNEMARA. »

There has just died on the penin
sula of Errislanin, near Clifden; on 
the West Coast of Ireland, an old 
man named 4°hn MacDone, who had 
attained the extraordinary age of 
125 years. He was known all over 
the country side and the adjacent 
islands us "Patriarch of Connema
ra."

Born in 1776, he had a vivid recol
lection of the landing of the French, 
under General Humbert, at Kilaia 
in 1798. The people did not know 
that the French had come to obtain 
Irish support, and MacDone remem
bered seeing the terrified inhabitants 
fleeing to the neighboring rocks and 
caves for safety. Spme sixty-four 
years ago. being then turned sixty 
years of ago, he took part in the 
building of Slynchead lighthouse.

Twice married, his first wife and 
five children were carried off by 
cholera in one day. He afterwards 
married a girl of eighteen named 
Anne King, who survives him, and is 
now seventy-eight years old. The 
present Archbishop of Tuam, ~ 
MacEvilly, who is eighty-four, 
calls that his predecessor told 
of MacDone's history, and the : 
of the case are corroborated 1
of the clergy and other inha_____ _
at the district. Martin Flaherty, < 
Poulrcve, near Slynehead, says tt 
MacDone was an old man when
knew him there sixty ------ -
but fairly well off, In
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