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War In the Pacific-What For?

In Two Parts. PartL
By ROBERT KIRK

T IS a fact that the development of armaments

I synchronizes with industrial expansion in all

countries. Had not British pirates eombined

to sweep from the seas the pirates of Spain a rising

merchant eclass in' Britain would never have peace-
fully penetrated a European market.

Had not the forces of Clive rolled back the forees
under India’s rulers the treasures of the East would
never have been spilled in Britain's lap. Iad not
America’s ‘““teapot’’ boiled over in Boston harbor
American independence would stil] be in the making.

Had not the ‘“‘mailed fist’’ of Frederick and Bis-
marck welded the “separate German States intg a
homogeneous mass there would have been no Ger-
man Empire.

Had not France, Great Britain, the United Btates
and Japan woke China from its sleep of eenturies by
war after war capitalism wounld never have raised
its Ukly head in the exotic East.

All discussion. then, upon limitation of armament
is futile until bourgeois society-learns to co-operate
in the exploitatior of the earth’s resources and div-
ide the spoils in proportion to the amount of labor
each country contributes. o

But the predatory propensities of bourgeois soe-
iety, as virile now as in the earliest stages of Bar-
barism, are opposed to any such scheme and its
happy solution.

Besides, being purblind, they are already premed-
itating war which, very readily, may prove the most
sanguinary struggle of the Ages and bring about-
the very thing they seek to avoid.

If the foremost powers are not contemplating war
why are they rushing to completion the greatest ag-
gregation of fighting ships ever assembled on the
seas?

H, formerly, Britain’s main fleet was to proteet
her merchant ships in European waters—why has it
been transferred to the Pacific with its base at Sing-
apore!

Why has the Australian government suddenly
discarded a programme for the building of more
naval ships in keeping with its magnitude of export
trade for one of doek-building and port improve-
ments on an extensive seale, while preparing plans
for the conversion of Port Darwin into a naval
base, which would bring Singapore in China within
1,000 miles of Australiat

One might very pertinently enquire the reason
for the Japanese Cabinet making unusually large
appropriations for the army and navy at a time

~when the financial stress of all countries is palpably
evident (776,000.000 yen out of a total budget of
1,600,000,000).

The insular mind of the press cannot answer these
questions and governments fear to do so; therefore,
we must undertake the task ourselves.

The ‘‘Morning Post, ’_’ a lusty advoeate of the pol-
itical charlatan, Mr. Lloyd George, tells us in a ser-
ies of article, ‘‘that there are 10,000,000 of a sur-
plus population in the British Isles.” .

That is to say, there are nearly 3,000,000 workers,

~ with their dependents, for whom there are no jobs
and no visible means in the eountry—under capital-
ism—for supplying them with one.

_ That this is so the British Government further con. :

firms in voting £1,000,000 to assist unemployed work-
ers to overseas colonies and dominions; in appropria-
tions amounting to £40,000,000 for loans to these
same hodies, for schemes which will provide work
“to _settlers; in financing propagandas which will
= mmm to Canada, Australia and New

® U ""bql‘llll'lmr ent in Great Britain is of no transient
s 5, r; it grows constantly and becomes more
p.industrial development of all other

e chief indutrhl. coal, textiles and shipping are

not only affected by the economic consequences of
war in Europe but by the industrial expansion of
America, Egypt and India; of China and Japan.

These countries have taken the raw materials
needful to the production of cotton goods,—mater-
ials which formerly they supplied this department
of the textile industry of Great Britain with,—and
are producing these goods and sell them in a mar-
ket formerly dominated Ly Britain,

Moreover, the United States, enriched by war, en-
ters the woo! market of Australia as a rival buyer,
adds this stock of raw material to that gathered
from their own lands and competes as a woollen pro-
ducer against Great Britain in a world market.

While cheap as British coal owners can obtain
coal it is a physical impossibility for them to com-
pete against Germany, France and Poland and still
make profits. i

The free tonnage in ships and coal from Germany,
the immense quantities of coal from the Briey and
S=ar Basins, from Alsace and Lorrain enables France
to sell coal in a European market cheaper than it
ean be sold at an English pit-head.

While Poland adds to the edngestion with eoal
and minerals from Upper Silesia. Less industrial than
agricultural, she ean never consume, as Germany
does, this material in a further reproductive stage of
indastry,

There is also the competition from the United
States and Japan for the scaborne trade of the
world. Which in turn is affected by the use of oil
as fuel.

Oil displaees labor ; is more combustible than eoal ;
occupies less space, and enables the big shipping
¢ombines to pay their stockholders the average rate
of interest, even in these times, by the savings thus
affected.

Affected us they are by recent world-wide develop-
ments, these three industries, supplying, as they did,
the means to an existence for a great majerity of
British workers, and the chief souree of income for
a propertied class, are the economic cauges of unem-
ployment and the rising tide of emigration in Great

Britain. .

Knowing that British industry must eontinue to
suffer further restrictions in output, the financial
capitalists of the country are seeking fresh fields for
exploitation. They are more sucecessful in this re-
speet than are the workers in seeking new fields to
be exploited in, .

Our Peter T. Leckie quotes the ‘“‘Sunday Chron-
icle’’ as follows:—

“American ofl men see the
therefore scouring the world for new oflfields; only to
ﬂutmnﬂu-hemerpﬂumm,mm

ahead ofthem and thnthoeontnldthouuluom

promising properties is In British hands,
mmotmonmmhmum; its

present is predominantly under her control: but its future,

if we play our cards well, should be, and will be, British.

“America is not mluwmhroldllmmhm
oil world pass without a sts

struggle; that she will fight hard
and long to prevent the British concessions in Mexico,
Central and South America from remaining in our hands;
and this question of is going to prove one of the most

c:‘zemjm that has ®ver arisen betwgen two coun-

Besides "0il there
China just breaking
ism to eapitdlism is
fought for, -

Britain, France, the United States and Japan are
all centenders for this market,

“Up to the outhreak of war between China and Ja
) pan
the interest of the Americsn people in the politics of the
Far Fast had” been languld. Now it became keener and
i was quickly stimulated by the acquisition of the Phil

danger ahead;—they are

is Asia to be exploited, And
through the ehrysalis of feudal-
the ‘““last great market’’ to be

country amounted to $22, 000, but its exports to her
were barely over sl.ooo.ooom 1890 exports began to catch
up with imports, - and in 1900 when the imports had

exports had grown to $15,250,000.
in 1902 exports at last exceeded lmooru.. ke

'mnmmmummuuotmm....

.....

made it incumbent on the nation to follow wisy

tention what was going on in the Far ¥ e
“And above all to determine what coure

reference to the break P of the Chinese §

axt

10 adopt 1y

Anpire de
then seemed Imminent. Several of the Fur. “hich

SEUVRAD I
seemed hent on the partition of China, and we K,J..r:n

} am al

Britain and Japan, who were opposed to i
to mark off a sphere of interest for them
that if the worst should befall, they migh
empty handed.

‘Unable to prevent and unwilling 1o take upe B
islon of this sort, the United States fell 1oy s

had taken care
selves in Grder
t not comg out

civle of the ‘open deor’ The Wmove was syrvirrs,
("United States as a World Power ” colider g

With a population of more than 400,000,000 1y
ing on an area less than 5,000 000 Muare miles: nos
sessing a little over 8000 miles of railroads. v;m,
eonl, iron, and oil in greater abundance than any
other country in the world, China is ripe for 11
ploitation.

But big as China is, much as it o) w modern
‘eivilization, great as its consimption eapacity may
be it is not large enough to allow f.r 1!, bl
absorption of eapital and eommoditios that are
ready tor shipment from Britain, Aworics Frar
und Japan,

It is this fact that aceounts for the conflies of in
terests between the United States and Japan, For
the latter country ginee the war has hweore 3 rrvd
itor nation with an immense industrial - v lonment

She looks upon China as the souree o) ~Leay raw
material whieh will allow her to retais bor position
among nations and the field which can absorh an

ever inereasing volume of eapital.

To insurc this she has developed 4 Monroe |
trine, a priority of interest in China particularly and
Asia generally. To maintain this policv she ha
bui't up an army and navy that is the ~ooal of the
United Slates and compares very favorsb!
streagth, with that of Great Britain

While lbe'l?niled States looks on (hina as the
logical market which can consume the everinereas
ing surplus of commodities which the markets north
and south of them are not hig enon-h to
And to insure successful penetration 1o ¢!
and the development of China alone wostern lines
Hnitii has been fortified; Guam is e
for a deep anchorage, and then super (roadoo .
roshed to completion whifeh, with the o fleet ab
ready on the seas, will add foree to this act of pene
tration,

Here are two policies which conflict, the
door'’ and a priority of interests: herc are cconcal
forees which must elash. ut why is ;
ed with Japan; Franee; less chviously with the Un-
ited States? _

The ruling elass of Britain, the Suuncial capital

absorb.

i market

dredged

1208

“open

Hritain align-

"t 2 » " P MO HLTC .1(
igis and the greater industs 'zl gronps, recogniz th

Creat Britain is no longer the **worksho| "f. the
wf)rld"; }lvpendent upon the rest of the world for
nearly 65 per eent, of the foodstuffs consumed in m't
econntry, lacking in natural resources of wealth, they
fee! the physicsl ineapacity of the country 101
crease its industrial development.

But the profits from its present status of d \.-ll‘i‘.'
ment keep coming in and, further augmented bY fm;
eign investments, the British capitalist class mO¥
have an extensive fleld for re-investment of this 1%
creasing surplus, .

By lending aid to Japan, for the purpose .m "
ing the ‘‘open door’’ in China, a field for ""I'“‘"h mfn
ital to be exploited in is given in return. France l
the other hand, Wias *‘ property rights’’ in (:Inn;l.]“r:'
Japanese imperialism is no guarantee that '
‘rights’ are perfectly safe. v

French eapitalists have acquired a strouk anl:l;'
and navy, and considerable political power ! l'~r
rope; all these are for sale to the highes! Eml” |
Who could pay inore than the United States: ] of

The activities of France in Europe since the ¢ ters
the last war (activities which as ‘‘Clarion % ;h(
know have affected Britain’s European marke! et

(Continued on Page 8’

clos:

\

i ,
t froin .
Now, the
is its cost pri
mmo
pri
T

3 o mosii
R

other «

: N
Qince the

ontainis
ar hetow that

1a !
the valge «

eof article,
fion \ﬂt".ii'!
n the case
pital of
We hav
wme mntere

Commer
hnngs a e
age rate of
ditions, wil
vielded hy

-!nvu pro

Fditor's N
by Local (O
an invitation
or History .
lneton Stree
tor s Comn

Th .\ul\.
et probler
ticians are
dresses

Premie
turned fr
that thig [
‘ountry, ¥
treal had |

" 10 the Rai

obtain em)
Canada
with 13¢
000 unemy
Canada'g -
Population
The po
tion, The
tariffy, yet
1 the sou
gium hag
Unionigtg
Ployeq. by



