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semi-annually declared by a well-bred and well-
cared-for flock of sheep. There is generally a good
steady demand for mutton sheep or lambs in the
great markets at all seasons of the year, at good
paying prices, considering the cost of production,
while the demand for breeding stock for improv-
ing and replenishing the flocks on the farms and
on the range territories of Canada and the United
States is such as to make it decidedly profitable
to cater to that trade, and Canadian farmers are
peculiarly well situated for taking advantage of
the increasing trade in this line which is bound
to come our way. Many United States flock-
masters look to Canada for rams for the HNProve-
ment of their flocks, knowing from experience that
sheep bred and raised in our climatic conditions
possess the requisite stamina and quality to im-
prove the stock they are brought into contact
with, and they will continue to come here for
fresh blood. The Americans are fast becoming g
mutton-eating people, and it is hard to under-
stand why the same cannot be said of our own
people, for there is certainly no more wholesome
meat that can be placed upon our tables.
is rapidly growing in favor as an article of diet,

lL.amb

and brings highly-remunerative prices, considering
the cost of production, and gives quick returns to
the producer ; and we may look for a
Increase in this trade, in sympathyv with the pre-
vailing preference for young meat in all lines

steady

While it is true that the quality of our bhest
breeding flocks has been well maintained, thanks
to the skill and pluck of the breeders of pure-
bred flocks, who have nobly held the fort through
times of depression without adventitious aid from
outsice sources, while kindred industries have been

hoormed | Covernment agencies and aided byv

special fav . it the public expense. vet it is also
LrueE; as we mtimated, that .\]Iv'l‘[' are  ieg-
lected by o ver e proportion of our farniers,
Weo beelbeve tog the 1oy direct Josg There  arve
Fesw  tarm Hothe I pdiogm n wWhich a small flock

tahlv In ot gt The expense
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of starting a flock on a small scale is very mod-
erate, and may soon be repaid by the sale of sur-
plus stock, while, by retaining the best of the
voung females, and purchasing at intervals of two
years a new ram, which may often be sold at the
end of his term of service for nearly il not quite
the original cost, a flock can, in a very few years,
be built up and maintained, to the profit and
satisfaction of the owner. We know many farm-
ers who find their little flock of grade
sheep the most profitable asset on their farms

and, from our extended experience and observa-
tion, we feel saic in counselling the keeping of
more sheep by the farmers of Canada, believing,
as we do, that this is a field in which our people

good

can continue to excel. The best season in all
the vear to buy sheep for a foundation flock, or
to replenish, is in the early autumn, when the
lambs have been weaned, and the ewes are gener-
ally in good condition. If deferred to a later
period, breeders will, as a rule, have sold what
they intended to dispose of, and have reduced
their flocks to the number they intend to keep
through the winter, and will then only sell for
tempting prices, if they consent to sell at all
Those who huy early generally get the hest selec-
tions. The sheep pens at the fairs this fall will
be of more than ordinary interest, as the indica-
tions are that the number and quality of exhibits
will exceed that of any year in the past, and we
anticipate an unusual amount of business in that
department at the exhibitions, as well as before
and afterwards Firm in its faith in the profit-
ableness of a flock of sheep judiciously managed,
‘““The Farmer’s Advocate,”” in the last two vears,
has devoted more attention to the sheep industry
than any other Journal of its class that we know,
having published illustrated historical and descrip-
tive notes on all the principal British breeds, to-
gether with practical letters from experienced breed-
ers and feeders, Sh()\\'ing the excess of profits to be
derived from a flock of sheep, as compared
that from other classes of stock, cost of
nance considered.

with
mainte-
We shall continue to keep the
claims of the sheep prominently before our readers,
firmly believing that, by so doing, we are acting
in the best interest of the Canadian farmer

The Bugbear Danger of American Inter-
course.

The puerile fabrications lately circulated by
sections of the American press, to the effect that
grave concern was being felt in this country over
West by the Hill
lines, hardly disturb the most lurid imagination

the tapping of the Canadian

The Canadian Federation does not rest  on  so
fragile a basis that g comunercial highwav will

dismember it. We already have many lines con-

necting various portions of the Dominion with

the commercial arteries of the Republic, and no

disintegrating influence js noticeable as a  result .

The settlement of Northern Ontario, too, is filling
up the gap which formerly coustituted our chiel
geographical weakness, and the inereasing  pros
perity wh.ch we are experiencing, and which gad

ditional railroad competition will help to

allg
ment, will do more to bind the Canadian Proy -

Inces tocether with ties of contentment  and ha

mony than any slight diversion of trade to a laty

tudinal course can possiblv counteract I

€N

clusiveness, narrowness and unneirghhborlines:

rather than in open-handedness and  expansion,
does national danger |

The Boers shut themsels os up. and prefterred o,

have nothing to do with the outside world  They
minded their own business, bhut the wanted  to
monopolize a certain portion of the ¢lobe which
they called theirs. Fxclusiveness was therr un
doing. Providence  never  intended that iy
People should be permitted to OCCUPY a SeCtion of

the globe contaiming mineral or other

Fesonre

and squat down and hold it after a4 doe the-

manger fashion It is a law ol sociological eva
lution that no man shall be permitied 1o Live -
to  himsell Nor shall a nation Any which

tries at s bound to be enguired
I the Boers failed to live wWithin themselves,

much less conuld weo who are <iiboe tewd tey the ab-
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sorptive influence of an aggressive rival. Coni-
munication is too easy, exchange of thought too
ceneral, and the North-American mind is too lib-
eral to sanction any attempt by a community
within its area to settle into tortoise-shell exist-
ence. The surest way to dismember our Conferera-
tion would be for the older Provinces to try to
hold the West in leading strings. The surest way
to cement the national structure is to make a broad
national and even international outlook on all
questions, and seek by economic facilities to pro-
mote the general good. s

The British Empire has been built up and held by
the liberality with which the outlving dependencies
have been governed. When Britain opens a
opened to the world. Other
enter-

country, it 1s
Furopean powers failed in their colonizing
prizes because of the tightness with which they
gripped their colonies, and because of the jealous
cfforts to preserve each piece of territory for al-
most exclusive exploitation by their own traders.
It would spell disaster to the race if such a policy
could accomplish its design.

The part that we Canadians will plav in the
destiny of this continent, whether as a portion
of the Fmpire, as an independent nation or as
parcel of an ultimate North American common-
wealth, as Goldwin Smith would have it, will de-
pend in a large degree upon our magnanimity and
progressiveness. Enemies are those who would
throttle our development and brake the wheels of
progress. Not thrift and industry, nor honor and
moral virtue, could avail to preserve the Cana-
dian people and place us to the front, unless with
these qualities were combined a desire to make
the most of the country’s material resources, and
this ambition can tolerate no bickering fear over
the setting of a few million dollars’ worth of
trade north and south. Give us the railwayv con-
nection, and let our United States friends do the
worrying. Among the greatest bulwarks of a
nation are a vital religion, a broad education,
moral virtue of inhabitants, and a wide-open door
for enterprise, knowledge and light If this is
true to-day, much more will it be in the coming
era, when national differences will be settled by
imternational arbitration Then, not military or
naval strength, not monev nor self-sufliciency, but
such qualitics as liberality of mind, progressive-
ness, justice and liberty will prevail, dominant in
the adjustment of difliculties, where now they are
influential

What About the Public’s Vested Rights ?

taillway companies operating in Ontario have
been ordered to submit to the Railway Commis-
ston within ninety days a new schedule of rates to
the Fast and import points It is to be hoped
the Commission will regulate out of existence the
unfair Which handicaps Western
Ontario, as compared with Michigan traflic, and

discrimination
which grossly overcharges many districts  where

rival competition has not forced a reduction  of

rates The public are Yearly becomimg less awed
by the familiar corporation plea of vested
rights and are  begimnime o enquire whethen

they have not a4 few

richts of their own  which

I would be well to \ st

It there IS anyone who g entitled to g cood,

combortable howe, she farine Is surely that one

The home g What the farmer CXIStS to create,

and the 1

IS Tor nnmsterimg to the home. The
home does not ex St Tor the farm.and is not to be
subordingte to 1t, as some el to think - ‘l W.
Ty hon

Mgty ad oue a1l Frla i The Farm-

" Vv oeat e Wit i ! el @& POOYT

thn Thcomplere,  and J €8 SR Hoteless as

bt s hae o e ess ™ o I Gl st go
"»‘-' ! \’lll\“ ol ! ‘

I | toonot antalliba, ‘ Uy speak-

! "l G prbaee diw g cdie live-

T bRy tons oo 1l T con-

Wt o the diea o our

Progor oot e, e hareh-go the calf

wl ) ey tin notted

']H‘?

S

TR—

o+ e B h R DA D D e~ W

A 0O O

el

sh
sh
)
n
T}
Re
pr
AL
\WE
T'F
an
ot
th
18
the
bry
Pr
1.8
t he
Hre
rel
tra
upn
Ha
bri
pet
tre
her
arr
Tw
ing
did
hot
col
pile
anc
dic:
shij
A be
ma
wit
Mr
Roy
a n
bou
Upi
priz
£s.
Thi:
the
shoi
son,
star
big
Inne
Tay
ship

dale

had



