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TT is of interest, especially to the older generation, to 
I recall Canada’s experience in undertaking a live

meat trade, a venture which to-day is practically 
non-existent in so far as the United Kingdom is con­
cerned, but which from 1890 to 1911 had an outlet for 
ninety per cent, of its total surplus in the British market.

Canada was years ago a heavy exporter of live 
cattle and sheep. In the year 1903 she exported to 
Great Britain 161,170 head of cattlè and 93,628 head of 
sheep. During the succeeding years exports of live 
stock from the Dominion to Great Britain steadily 
declined until in 1913 our export to that outlet amounted 
to only 12,069 cattle. Fortunately at the later date, 
restrictions were removed between the United States 
and Canada on imports and exports of cattle and other 
meat animals,.and from a total of 28,268 cattle exported 
to United States in 1913, Canada’s trade developed 
into an export of 189,229 head of cattle in 1918. The 
heaviest exports to all countries were made in 1898, 
when Canada shipped 122,106 cattle to Great Britain, 
87,905 head to United States and 2,997 to other countries, 
and in 1916 when the high tide of our exports was reached 
in out shipments of 1,752 cattle to Great Britain, 
227,202 to United States points, and 12,581 to other 
countries. While the latter was pparently a consider­
able achievement it really mean that in the passage 
of seventeen years, Canada increased her export of 
cattle by only 26,000 head, and that only following the 
throwing open of the great market to the South.

The ten years period from 1903 to 1913 constitutes 
the time which extensive settlement in Western Canada 
was developing, during which railway building reached 
its maximum, during which internal industrial expansion 
was exploited almost to the extreme, and during which 
Canada’s borrowings increased to huge amounts to 
make good the expenditures in various lines of enter­
prise. It was a period of construction rather than 
production during, which we steadily traded upon our 
future in developing the facilities for future business. 
Our prosperity during this period was, in a large sense, of a fictitious nature, and in view of the huge con­
structive enterprises which were undertaken, we finally 
found ourselves in a position where internal consumption 
practically absorbed the live-stock production of 
country.
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Commorof our live-stock industry, requjttig immediate atten­
tion. The most serious conditionls the lack of sufficient 
numbers of cattle of quality suitable for the rather 
critical markets of the United Kingdom. We would 
do well to bear in mind that the present trade in beef 
with importing countries is an emergency trade, and 
that the quality of our exports of beef will not meet 
the strict export requirements in filling contracts for 
permanent trade on a competitive market.

As an illustration of the lack of cattle of weights 
sufficient to make export beef, it is a fact that of the 
total cattle marketed at five leading stock yards in Canada 
during the year 1918, only 15 per cent, were of export 
weights, and only 12 per cent, of export weight and 
quality. Another condition is the tendency of late 
years, probably owing to the domestic demand for baby
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Cause of Decline in Live-Stock Exports.
In the table following, showing live-stock exports, 

it is noticeable that the exportâtions declined from 
1906 and 1907 until a low-water mark was reached in 
1913. Several reasons may be advanced; the taking 
up of the ranges for wheat growing, the great storms of 
1907, the changing from one market to another, the 
increased abattoir facilities and the increased local con­
sumption in Canada influenced the situation. The 
more general adoption of mixed farming in Western 
Canada will supply an immense number of cattle and 
sheep, and effect a return in the West in favor of the 
Live-Stock Industry.

In 1914 we arrived at the critical period when after a 
time of too rapid apparent development we faced the 
problem of paying our debts out of actual production, 
or else suffer a steadily declining national credit in the 
financial markets of the world. In the crisis the live- 

ock industry responded magnificently, 
wing table of values graphically shows.

In effect, animal produce contributed ii 
export trade of Canada during the period 
total of $403,475,273.

The table appended indicates the ebb and flow of 
export cattle trade from 1890 to 1918.
Exports of Live Cattle from Canada to the Under­
mentioned Countries from 1890 to 1918,. inclusive.
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Receipts of Live Stock at Canadian Stock Yards, Year Ending December 31st
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‘ with that of some five years back. During 1918 ap­
proximately 50 per cent, of the butcher steers marketed 
at public stock yards weighed under 1,000 pounds 
these cattle graded about 60 per cent, good quality and 
the remainder were considered to be unfit for butcher­
ing, but to a large degree suitable for return to country 
points for further feeding. In addition to these butcher 
steers of light weights approximately twenty per cent 
of the total marketing of cattle were classed as stockers 
weighing from four hundred and fifty to eight hundred 
pounds. Also the total numbers of stockers and feeders 
compared with the total receipts of cattle were very 
heavy. These light cattle may either be weighed up as 
stockers and feeders or, if butcher cattle are scarce 
as butcher cattle. This being the case, the per cent! 
ot light cattle in the total marketings may exceed the 
figures already given.

It will be noted that the hogs grade up exceedingly 
well. Without wishing to detract from this statement 
it is true that one cause of the exceptionally high per 
cent, of select hogs was the keen demand and exception­
ally favorable outlet for pork and pork products and a 
consequent wide grading by the packers.

1895 882 In addition to the hogs classified above, as many 
more were shipped direct to the packing houses, with­
out passing through a public stock yards.

The Foundation.
,, A w°rd as to our foundation stock. The use of 

scrub bulls” is still very prevalent in the Dominion 
and the results from the use of scrub animals can be 
seen in the numbers of thriftless, poor-doing stock to 
be found on many farms and at the markets. A practice 
contributing to poor quality in our domestic supplies 
is that of exporting many of our young pure-bred 
beef sires, while we retain those not considered of ex­
portable quality, for our own needs. Breeders in 
Canada can surely appreciate the value of well-bred 
foundation stock as well as can breeders in adjacent 
countnes, and efforts either personal or co-operative 
should be made to keep the heifers and bulls of first 
quality within the Dominion, until such time as there 
develops an exportable surplus.

7h.er!,‘.s ,a tendency in some districts in Canada to 
stick to thick type of hogs, producing a carcass unsuit­
able for the manufacture of Wiltshire sides, the kind 
of bacon required by the British market. While there 
may be room m Canada for a certain number of this 
class of hogs to take care of the limited domestic de­
mand for fat bacon, any great increases 
that class of meats will be detriment, 
industry.
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Light Weight Cattle.
The following table illustrates the predominance^ 

light weights of cattle in our annual marketings a"nd 
substantiates the statements previously made regarding 
the quality of our cattle marketings.

Seme Adverse Conditions.
. .Promising as is the live-stock situation at its base 
it is well to pay attention to certain adverse conditions8 supplies of 
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The accompanying article is the second of a 
series on the live-stock industry of Canada, writ­
ten by jP*SE. Light, of the Markets Division, Live 
Stock Branch, Ottawa. Mr. Light here reviews 
the export trade since 1390, and points out adverse 
conditions which requite rectifying of volume if 
exports of live stock is to be established. The 
percentage of steers of export quality and weight 
being marketed is small at present. The too 
prevalent use of scrub bulls is one reason given 
for our stock not being of higher quality. In 
next week’s issue Mr. Light deals with our Live- 
Stock Resourses and Opportunities.
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