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great length The repr ntat g of Canada 1 the her
nee have cor ted t tablish f
tra ctween the Colonies unless they were aware that ir
eend it must be beneficial. Indeed the railway once
built free trade will become a necessit A arrangement
f this kind has been found practicable en ral
sovereign states in Germany, and has been led by th
satisfactory result I'he m principalit whicl

compose the Zollverein confederation enjoy all the advan.

tages of a commercial union with none of thed Ivantages
attached to Federation on the American principal.  Since
the political state of the two Canadas renders a real Union

possible and Federation is distasteful to the Lower Pro-
vinces, we can see no reason why, though the proposed
scheme must be rejected, the few parts of it which are
practicable cannot be reserved for futnre use We could

surely effect such a mild scheme without the necessity of

becoming a plaister for the political sores of Canada. It
would in fact be a step, and a safe one, towards a more
complete Union hereafter. Let our delegates try back next
summer. Even those most opposed to the present scheme
would gladly spare our politicians for another Autumn, if
the province desire free trade, and if by such means it

conld be secured

BULLFROG.

ROCKHEAD PRISON

The important bjeet of prison diseipline has of late

attention throughout Kurope and Ame

n years agn, a cry went forth that prisoners were

treated a shade w than dogs, and public opinion carried the

day in fuvor of those who had incurred the penalty attached to

public wrong doing.  For a time prisoners were pampered over-
much, and imprisonment was r of half its terrors.  Then
came the customary reaction soners had been made too
comfortable, and public opinion, recanting some of its previons

mas, deereed that prison life was never intended to be an easy
life. The econviets in the Melbourne hulks suffered from ple-

thora,—the result of over-feeding and light work,==while British

diers were 1z away befc Sehastopol for want of proper
nutriment ! This fuct was made the most of by patriotic philan
Anda pr d underw L e An ')'l hange

ners w pampere 1, neither were !“‘\ ‘]M"‘l

There had been an error

1 their forr treatment on th le of harshness; there had

t AN error in their 3;‘ r treatment on the e of leniency b'll

| treatment of prisoners is the result of a compromise

yeen two ex e fluctuations of pul nion.  Prisoners

\ r of hard 1 by incarceration, neither do

they, while imprisoned, lead an easy lil They are now subject

to the manifold annoyances consequent upon loss of freedom and

enfor 1 t but t wre not subjected to the de

fluer rmerly inseparable fi Should

wish to reform their lives, their desir rthened and

fostered by advice ar n : shoull they remain obdurate in

their 18 propensit s taken lest they should (by eon

versation or others contaminate others already, it may be,

part vimed.  The wisdom of such an arrangement few

N ferta leny Let us see arrangement is
1 it cad

It i not long since we called public attention to the condition

f the Pauper Asylum, as a disgrace to our community. The

condition of Rockhead Prison is almost equally disgraceful ; and,

at the risk of being thought tedious, we would again implore our

wuthorities to give up some of their time to loeal institu

tions, bef they launch forth into speculations regarding the

lendid futur f tish North Awmerica. Our fature, asa

comparatively rnificant portion of some fabulous empire

grand subjoet ; but ought we, in order to cherish a day dream,

neglect our immediate concerns for the time bei

S on,
ws to what Halifax may be hereafter, is an exeellent thing in its
way, bt t is not beneath us to n Halifax as it is at

present. It is one thing to talk of Halifax as *‘the wharf of

British Ameriea, it is another thing to note Halifax with re

gard to its present shorteomings Charity begins at home,” is

a trite suying, but its moral is sound, and worthy our considera-
tion. If we wish to be part and parcel of a great nation, let us
seek to develope the elements of greatness within ourselves. If
wr publie institutions, under our existing form of government,
wre a disgrace to us, let us try, by remodelling such institutions,
to prove ourselves worthy of alliance with colonists more pains-
taking. We must, as a people, be judged by our public institu-
tions rather than by our private worth ; and if we cannot properly
manage a prison or a work-house, our voice will be worth but

little at the Ottawa Counecil Board. We have already shewn

our utter inability to deal with Paupers,—we shall now endea-
This is

strong language, but wo must take our public institutions as we

vor to show our utter inability to deal with Prisoners.
find them, and for the time being dismiss from our minds our
greatne present or prospective,

he grand evil in connection with Rockhead Prison, lies in the
fact, that the employment of the prisoners is intended to defray

as much as possible the expenses of the prison itself. Tt is cus-

tomary in Europe and America to pay prisoners a trifling sum




