
—87-

then a policy was established of Canad-
ian nationality within the empire. Thatwas our ideal, Canadian resource* for
I anaUian development, Canadian and Ilrit-
ish capital for Canadian industry, Can-
adian ofknivn for Canadian production
aii. i..riM... -outes for Canadian trade.
'>
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•'*]";;' '' "• '<onomic and political

J<il of CaiaiJ.i a i, gradually evolved
j.elf i.'.vm t;,c dtr' , and uncertainty of
Mhi> rml l«li;t, ani lirst formulated it-
i-K .iiMl ne\l i^ot ..s place in the hr.irls
."' .'Hrlioin of »iie people. Then, Sir,
biocd pui.-^u J" o' r veins, now hopes firiKl
our hearts, new iiori/.ons lifiwl and wid-
ened, new visions came In us in the niRht
watches. We faced Reosraphv and dis-lameand fought Ihem to a staiiilstill
We shamed the croaker anil the pessimist,
and the coward into sileniv. and then re-
created him into a uncMl citizen at the
RlowinK lires of opimiism and of ho|K>
Ihe plains were shod with steel, the
mountains lamed and tiiiini'lliil, our na-
tional arteries were well fille.1 um, a rich
hlood of commerce, our industries Riew
our workmen mulliplunl, our vilhiKcs he-
came towns and our towns beiaine cities
with astonisliing rapidilv. .Across the
.seas, we clasped hands with our sIsIit
nations within the empire, and surrcHind-
ed us with a cordon of defeme of the olU
empire that Rave birth to us all.

And with all this we have made great
material proRress. C.m anv one douht if
In all this striignle and toil, when washe hand of the Inited .States extended
to us with helpful aid ? Not in one singh'
case. This land is ours, »,- have made
It, we and our fathers—please (iod we will
keep It for our children and our i hild-
ren s children, to the remotest genera-
tion. We have not wrought so In order
to bestow a great gift upon a ri(h na-
tion, we are wrought to build ourselves
a national home with a lireside and alt-
ars of our own for ourselves and for
those who come after us in this great

far-Mirown country that Qod has givento us for our own.
This proposal cuts square aiross that

national ideal, chalhnges it at everv
point, will endanger it undoubtediv, may
d.strov It entirely. Should we not' think
before we enter into it ' Ninetv-thr.v
millions to the south of us mean it' in Iheway of absorption ami iH'genionv and
mean it in m> other way, hen.e these
gifts; this proposal cuts our count iv into
siTtions and at every sintion bleeds the
life h mxi out of it. The iveil-hllcd arter-
ies of interproviiuial trade will |,c .imin-
ed from until the whole system ijrows
aencimc ami llahhy. fh, not treat it liirlil-
ly. till' sMstainiil pressur,' of nineH tine,,
millions to eight milliiuis, |l,c far-n aih-
ing elTcit of liusiness alhlialion. Ilie dose
proMrriity anil constant elilus anil inliiiv
the seductions of cornmen iaiisiii |.||i'.

ccmsl.int intenourse of business, smial
and olhcial life, will inevitahlv vvcaken
the tics of empire anil wcan thi' alhlia-
tions of our newer eeneratioiis, if „„t ,,1

ourselves, towards the predoriiinant power,
creat<' new attai-liments, until like Sam-
son we would arise and would sh.ike our-
selves and linil that our strength is t;one.

I utter Ihe most solemn Words I have
ever uttered in my lih>. and I believe
Ihem to the very bottom of m\ heart
that there is danger, and di-ep danger
ahcail. This path entered iiiioii l.sids us
away from home to a strange country in
the light of nationality aiW ideal. I pray,
•^ir. that Ihe full meaning of this hrst
step m.iy sink into the hearts of these
members of parliament and into the
hearts of the people of this counlrv until
there shall hurst forth a proU-st of sm b
strenKlh that the step conlemplaled will
he recalletl and tlie olil paths, leading east
and west, amongst our mvn people, con-
Nerging on the grc.it metropolis of the
motherland, may be followed without un-
certainty and without douht to the na-
tional ideal.


