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tlM ronl dtotrlota of tlM Prortac* of Ontario eat of twmty cr ttUrty bmump
ImU by th* MlBlatan Umm wtrc aot thiM «t nMoh Umt* war* tteM baadrt*

paopto pit—nt- (ZAasktMT.)

ad M w« biiT* daddad that It i& not uooommt for tw t« so ob what |a

ooUod o tour tbrousliout tho provineo. but wo will go to certain plaoao aad

•ttoaq^ to ahow what Is tho position and tho elalma of tho CoBMrrattro panjr

with rotoronco to tho bonoflts which wo lay we wlU bo ablo to brln« to tho

poopto ot tho Provlnoo. lomoono hao oald. porhapo It woo both Mr. Fojr and

Mr. Chartors, that tho Mlnlotora and thalr party havo not admlttod that thoy

haro dono anythln* wronc w that thoy woro aorry for havln* dona anything

of tho kind. Wall parhapa occasionally wa hava hoard expreaslon% of regrot

for aonto of tho acta ot aoma of tha friends of the Mlnlatera, but I have aaan

nothing yat la tha nature of any axpraaslon which shows any ponlMnco for thalr

orlBMS. And ponltanco la naceaaary. Does not tha wall known Laatan byam
ay,

" In valB the ontwayd atgn of grief;

In vain tbe fninal (rarer,

Onlcae the hearl Implore reUef

And penitence be th»re."

Who orar heard of panltanoo being azpraasad by any apologist of tha Roas

OoTommant T (AppUuaa.) Ask my friend Mr. John Smith whether thoy ar*

aorry and whether he feaU penitence : whether ha can beat hla breast and

And an echo coming from there that telU him he la permeated with the spirit

of penltenoe for the misdeeds as a supporter of the Ross OoTemment T (Laugh-

ter and applause.)

THO SCHOOL BOOK QITB8TION.

Coming to the consideration of public questlona let us take the question

of education, than which there Is no question of greater Importance. (Hear,

hear.) We have stated over and over 'again the position of the Conservatl ^-e

Party, and I wlU now refer only to the subject of school books. A sensible

system of school books must be brought Into existence and the people not be

worried and harried as they have been year after year with regard to them.

(Applaase.)

Mr. Ross tella us, with the greatest condescension, I was going to say. that

It cosU only a few dollars to buy all the school books necessary for the Ontario

coune. What do I aay In reply 7 I say nothing about It, beoauaa I know that

you know what you pay better than Mr. Roes knows (Applauae), and therefore

I do not think It worth while to take up your time and my own proving to you

what you vend for school books when each one of yon knows best hlmaelf, If

any person on earth knows. (Applause.) A pracUeal revolution la nofded In

the Department of EducaUon In this province, and ualaea I am very much mis-

taken the appointment of a Superintendent of Bducatlon will become absolutely

neoeaaaor before very long. Mr. Roas, in 1S97, Issued a oommlsslen In secret

to a number of gentlemm to inquire into, take evidence en, and report on the

question whether the price of school botdu was too high. He did this In aacrat,

a thing that no Brttl^ Cabinet Minister has ever been guUty ot doing, and f

have challenged over and over acaln, without getting a reply, the produotlon

of an instance of such a thing having been done. The public was not made
acquainted with It : the memben of the LegiaUtnre knew nothing of It Tha

oommlaaion met in secret and took evidence, and on tbe day before the last day

of the Seaslon of the last Parliament, In January UN, the report of these gentle-

men was laid on the desk of each member too late to be discussed. And this was

the first intimation that such a commission had been Issued. And what do yott

think the report was? Why, It was that the price of school books was not too high.

(lArghtn:.) Now I have their report here, and a Ust of the wltneaeea, and


