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tioDM) the vatttHr to Mr. ParmelM. I wai
coinff *o Toronto in otnnHstion with other
work, and I dropped off from ona train In
the other—

^

Gentlwnen in the habit ot travellin); be-
tween Toronto and Ottawa will notice what
a direct route Mr. Cook followed:

—nn<! 1 dropped off me train to the other
and visited the 'Reporter' office to see what
thny had there. I had not been ni-ar th m
bef re or broached the in»bier+, not did I
know that there was such a thins when I
WHS (.n my h' lidajs long before. I foand tha*
tlitv had the same power preM as we had. a
folding mnohine, a trimmer, and ererything
thmt y M necpsaary to dn the work.
Q. T' le has been further 'videnco givin

here by Mr. Parmehe, corrobcrated by an-
other witness, that rn one cerasion in tlis
room, when this particular order was under
disousoiic n, you nientioned that when the
proofs of the work came to the Bnrean. you
s.aw that it was not bein;; dene oy the (i'ln-
an. qHe 'Reporter,' but by the Ottawa 'Kree
Press,' and that y< n did m i mak" any m<>n-
timi of the mnt'er bicanse yon did not want
to biiiiff Mr. N' rm.Tn Smith down about yonr
ears or somethiPK to that effect P—A That is
prartically right. When the first proofs oarre
here, the manager of the 'Free Press,' .Mr.
Barker, t'ld me that he had made arrange-
ment-s with Mr. Britton to do the work. .Ifter
thinking the thing over. I thought, well, so
long as they did it, we had a hard and fast
price fixed. I did not knew just exactly whn;
tn do. and T let the matter go.

Q. You did not report it to Mr. Parmelee?—A. No, I did not. I thonght that so long
as we got the work, and got it at a reas>.aable
price, I did n<it want to incur the displeasure
of the 'I'ree Press.'
Q. You were aware that the 'Free Presa'

was not doing it for the price you had fi.\ipd

for the Gananoque 'Eoporter ?—A. No. I
asked Mr. Barker afterwards what he was
doing it for. He said there was not much
margin in it for them, ho was kicking at
what they had to do it for. As a matter of
fact, he told me that they were doing it for
something in the neighbourhood of $200 loss
than the Oanano(^ue 'Reporter' got it for.
So that as a business transaction the Bureau

could have paid what the 'Free Press'
charged for it?—A..I do not know. We were
paying for that work the ordinary rate the
Immigration Department had been paying
right along, and it was a prejtty close price.

I might interject here that that statement
is absolutely untrue as are most of Mr.
Cook's statements.

Q. But not «o close that the 'Free Press' wis
not able to shave it off a couple of hundred
dollars?—A. I aaked Mr. Barker how he could
account for that. He said :

' We are dead,
we are dormant, and it is a filler; th is
not much in it, but' it is better than nov..inR
—better than having our presses standing.'
I made up my mind that if we had paniplilets
of that kind in the future, it would be a
bidding proposition. I know that prices vary
according to the amount of work in offices at
times. You will get high tenders at certain

timet and low tendera at others. It depend*
on hnw busy they are.

Q. After the work waa completed, the
Oananoque 'Reporter' rendered their aecoant,
did they not?—A. Ye«.
Q. And it was presente<I to you in due

course, and vouched for by you.'—.\. Yee.
We had a complete delivery of the work,
and we put through i. account for it.

Q. And to that aceonnt von attached this
certificate: 'Rxamined, prices fair and iust.
(Sgd.) R. E. Co.,k?'-A. Yes.
Q. When you put that on the account ren-

'!ered by ihe titinanoque 'Reporter,' ym kne^v
as you have iust explained, tliat tho work
was done in the Ottawa 'Free Press office?—
A. ^ 1'^. I must admit that I was aware of
It at t time.

The fflcct of that eviaence was to leave
mu under the impression that this gentle-
man knew nothing about the Ottawa * Free
1 rta.i ' having done that work until the
proofs came to him {»oin the ' Free Press '

otliee; yet he admitted that when he certi-
tied the account as (air and just he i'ad
knowledge that the ' Free Press ' had done
that work for «200 le.ss than ho had certi-
litd the Gananoque ' Keportt r ' account for
and he explained that by saying that he
thought that was the best thing to do.
But, there is another chapter of this

transaction that has come to hand since
t 111 w. report was printed. You will observe
in the evidence given by this worthy gentle-
man, upon whom the hon. member for
Hastings places such reliance, that he
mentions an interview that occurred with
Jlr. Barker of the ' Free Press '. After this
report was printed and circulated the at-
tention of Mr. Barker was drawn to the
evidence given by Mr. Cook. After Mr
Barker had read that evidence he came
down to my office to explain that Cook's
version was absolutely fal.se from beginning
to end. He further explained that Cook

• u l'*"
°* "" »"anged a price of $1,160

with the Gananoque ' Reporter,' that later
on Cook had arranged a second price of
$950 with him, and not only arranwd that,

. lu^^"*'' arranged that the proprietor
of the Gananoque ' Reporter ' was to come
to Ottawa, get the copy from the Bureau
and go up to the ' Free Press '

office
with it; later still that when the proprietor
of the Gananoque ' Reporter ' came to Ot-
tawa, Cook actually telephoned, and made
arrangements for him to go up; that later
still, when the Ottawa ' Free Press ' in-
quired as to how they were to be paid
this worthy gentleman told them to ren-
der their account to the Gananoque ' Re-
porter,' and that he would notify them
when the cheque was issued from the
Bureau to the Gananoque ' Reporter.' He
also directed them to send the proofs to
him while the work was in progress. This
was such an astounding statement, in view
of the evidence given by this genUeman


