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In advocating these views, Kearaey held meeting

after meeting, each rhetorically more violent than

the last, until on the 3d of November he was ar-

rested. This martyrdom in the cause of labor

increased his power, and when he was released

he was drawn by his followers in triumph through

the streets on one of his own drays. His lan-

guage became more and more extreme. He blud-

geoned the "thieving politicians" and the "blood-

sucking capitalists," and he advocated "judicious

hanging" and "discretionary shooting." The City

Council passed an ordinance intended to gag him;

the legislature enacted an extremely harsh riot

act; a body of volunteers patrolled the streets of

the city ; a committee of safety was organized. On

January 5, 1878, Kearney and a nunil)er of as-

sociates were indicted, arrested, and released on

bail. When the trial jury acquitted Kearney, what

may be called the terrorism of the movement at-

tained its height, but it fortunately spent itself in

violent adjectives.

The Workingman's party, however, electetl i

workingman mayor of San Francisco, joined forces

with the (Irangers, and elected a majority of the

members of the state constitutional convention

which met in Sacramento on September 28, 1878
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