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case is to be acknowledged. Contrary to definite
orders a patrol of the 14th Army Corps, led
it would seem by an officer, crossed the frontier
on August 2d. It appears that all were shot ex-
cept one man, who returned. But long before
this one act of crossing the frontier took place,

French flyers dropped bombs as far from France
as South Germany, and near the Schluchtpass
French troops made an attack on our frontier
guards. Thus far our troops have confined
themselves to the protection of our frontier."

This is the report of the General Staflf.

We have been forced into a state of self-de-

fence, and the necessity of self-defence knows no
other law. Our troops ha\e occupied Luxem-
burg, and ha\e perhaps already been obliged to

enter Belgian territory. That is against the rules

of international law. It is true that the French
Government announced in Brussels that it would
respect Belgian neutrality as long as its oppo-
nents would do so. But wc knew that France
was ready for an invasion of Belgium. France
could aflford to wait. We ould not wait. An
attack on our flank on the lower Rhine might
ha\e been fatal. We were therefore (Nhliged to

disregard the protest of the Luxemhnrg an<l )kl-
gian governments. For the wrong we have done
thereby we shall try to atone, as so<h\ as our mill-


