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Speaker: The Honourable James Allison Glen
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Monday, December 2, 1\ fo.

The house met at three o’clock.

PRIVATE BILL
FIRST READING

Bill No. 6, to incorporate The Alberta 
Provincial Bank.—Mr. Blackmorc.

PRINTING OF PARLIAMENT
JOINT COMMITTEE—CHANGE IN PERSONNEL

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING 
(Prime Minister) moved :

That a message be sent to the Senate to 
acquaint their honours that this house has 
substituted the name of Mr. Dupuis for that 
of Mr. Cloutier to act on the part of the House 
of Commons as a member of the joint committee 
of both houses on the printing of parliament.

And that the Clerk of the House do carry 
the said message to the Senate.

Motion agreed to.

EUROPEAN WAR
STATEMENT OF PRIME MINISTER WITH RESPJ 

TO PRESENT POSITION

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIEjKiNG 
(Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, I \Ærc been 
asked, before parliament adjourn^frto speak 
again on the war in Europe, oi^hc present 
position of Britain and on ^Canada’s co­
operation in meeting the situyon with which 
Britain is faced.

I doubt if there is rmfCh, if anything, I 
can add to the statcmciwl made three weeks 
ago and to the very jfmiplete reviews since 
made by my colloa^fies in the government.

The fact, howevtwthat events or the reports 
of the past weyjf or two should cause the 
leader of the JFpposition (Mr. Hanson) to 
express the opinion that the situation itself 
has greatly afmnged within that period of time 
affords pyaps the strongest of reasons why 
the hoiuapand the country cannot be reminded 
too oÙÊn. that the present is not a war of 
wcelyor of months, but of years, and that 
thhgffact must never be lost to sight in view- 
iJP the fortunes of war abroad as they vary

Moreover, as we seek to estimate^hc signifi­
cance of our own effort in its relation to the 
future as well as the present, we must always 
remember that the demands ufton this country 
and this continent may, w year from now, 
be vastly different in tjpnr application and 
extent.

As we ponder the magnitude of the struggle 
and of Canada’s coyribution, it is more than 
ever necessary to drew isolated events in their 
relation to the \wolc, to correlate all the fac­
tors of time Jmd place, and to maintain 
throughout lylue sense of proportion and a 
true pcrspjgffivc. Sunshine and shadow are 
bound toÆlternate on the wide horizons of a 
world jmv. It is inevitable that there will 
be pyrods of success and periods of reverse. 
Wejpould be foolish if we became unduly 
ejjfrcd by an immediate triumph; we would 

even more foolish if we became depressed 
>y a momentary loss.

Recently many statements have been made 
in the press, in parliament, and over the air, 
by members of the government of the United 
Kingdom and other leading Britons. Some 
may seem pessimistic, others may sound 
optimistic. The truth is, of course, that there 
are many matters which give us grave con­
cern. There arc also many things to cheer 
us. If statements sometimes sound pessimis­
tic, they reflect the willingness of British 
leaders to speak the truth, and the capacity 
of the British people to stand the truth. If 
to some they appear occasionally almost too 
optimistic, they reflect the courage, the hope 
and the determination of the British people 
and their refusal now, or at any time, to 
consider the prospect of defeat.

It has been the duty of my colleagues and 
myself, as it would be the duty of any 
government, to try to see the war steadily, 
and to see it whole. We have sought never 
to lose the ultimate in the prospect of the 
immediate; always td remember that what 
may appear best to serve the apparent 
interests of the present may be of ill service 
to the future. From the very beginning the
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