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For some tins poet«and eapeoially since the beginning

Of the present century,one of the moat Important features

tn the genefal situation In Canada has been the continuous

and pronounced advance In urioee end cost of living

This upward tendency eeoned to have reached Ite

highest point In I007,w\én prices attained a l»vl In nany

Instances unprecedented ant tn other» equalled only inter

olrcunstances of an exoenttonal character. The financial panto

of the auttcm f 1907 oneratad tn arresting this tendency and,

In nany departments,set In a no*Ion a recession which extended

over 1908. The cheoh,however.proved to V but tennerary. The

comparative ellghtnee* of U* effect on price a. and the early
previously

recovery of the upper an l buoyant trend ec prenounced, const 1 tuted 

In fact one of the meet noteworthy features «r. connection with 

the stringency of 1907 In Canada. Tits beoane particularly 

narked with the Increasing Industrial activity and trade pros

perity of 1909,In the closing nonths of which the high co«t of 

living had beoome a subject of almost universal dtsc-melor. 

affooting ae It did the Immediate personal well-being of nearly 

ever olaes of the oonmmlty and eeneotally the wage earning and 

other olaeseo depenlent on a fixed rate of inocne. Rince the 

opening of the present year publia interest has be»n still ncre
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