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CAN BUY YOU ALMOST
ANYTHING.
PERFECT FOR A STUDENT
ON A BUDGET

the YORKDALE INN

3080 DUFFERIN ST. AT LAWRENCE AVE. W.

789-2151

CAN YOU AFFORD TO WORK
AT LESS THEN 50% EFFICIENCY?
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{ 8 sessions for only
| $85.00
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$85.00 includes all materials and textbooks.
($30.00 value), 1 class weekly for 8 weeks.
No charge to repeat course at a later date.

The average speed reading student
triples their reading ability

REGISTER IN
CENTRAL SQUARE
(EAST BEAR PIT)
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
10 AM-3 PM

CLASS |1

Thursdays

7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Starting Oct. 4 to Nov. 22
Ross Building

South Room 172

CLASS |

Thursdays

5p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
Starting Oct. 4 to Nov. 22
Ross Building

South Room 172

Speed Reading Information MEM Communications Call 1-416-775-3832

Taughton campus in cooperation with YFS/FEY.

Wednesday, September 19, 1990

WRITER’S BLOCK

by Ira Nayman

To have devoted my life to writ-
ing, you might expect me to be
somewhat . . . different. Nothing
major — a history of depression,
for instance, or some drug or
alcohol abuse. Perhaps | have
been involved in random and
inexplicable acts of violence. At
the very least, | should have a few
unnamed children spread over a
wide geographic area.

Unfortunately, none of these
great personality problems apply
to me. The only things | can think
of that set me apart from most
people are that | never lie and |
never get bored. While this isn't
likely to get me a People Maga-
zine cover or other free publicity,
I like it.

Not being able to lie is a
strange attribute for.a person
who aspires to becomea. 'profes-
sional liar,” as writers have been
called, but there itis. Technically,
| suppose | can lie; it’s just that |
am so tremendously awful at it:
my voice trembles in a particu-
larly insincere way; | have diffi-
culty keeping myself from shak-
ing; | can’t keep my story consis-
tent from one minute to the next.
I'm such a terrible liar that | just
can't be bothered.

Guilt doesn't have much to do
with it; | simply never learned
how. When | was growing up, my
needs and desires were largely
taken care of — | didn't have
much opportunity to lie.

While | believe this is a good
thing, it does have its drawbacks
How do you not offend some-
body who wants your opinion on
a personal matter on which you
know there will be disagreement?
People often tell “little white lies”
in order to spare another's feel-
ings. Since | cannot always avoid
such situations, | have developed
a high tolerance for the personal
quirks and foibles of others.

One of the few things | have
little tolerance for is — surprise,
surprise — deception, especially
from people in positions of
authority, people we are ex-
pected to trust. As a satirist, of
course, | am well positioned to

expose deception and social
self-delusion.

As for the other, people have a
hard time believing that | never
get bored, but it is true. For one
thing, I'm a voracious reader, and
always carry a book or magazine
with me wherever I go. Thus, long
subway rides or bank lineups
hold no terror for me.

Half of the time, though, | don't
even have to resort to literature.
The most interesting and impor-
tant part of the creative process,
for me at least, is the conception
and development of ideas. This is
an ongoing process which can, of
course, be done anywhere.

(Itis a process which, it should
be noted, has the potential for a
lot of embarrassment; when | get
an.idea, | have to immediately
write it in a notebook | carry with
me.or I may forget it, even if | am
in the middle of a conversation at
the time. The people | talk to
when this happens have the right
to wonder:am | going to show up
in some demented comedy some
day?

(As it happens, what | write in
my notebook is invariably some-
thing my subconscious threw out
at me that has nothing to do with
the conversation. | make it a point
to tell all my friends that they do
not have to fear ending up in my
writing; | find it easier to keep
friends that way.)

Other activities are equally
related to writing. | sometimes
create characters or situations
for people | see in public places,
for example. This is like a pianist
doing finger exercises; it is short
and devoid of a larger artistic sig-
nificance, but it does keep your
creative juices flowing.

Thisisanimportantexample of
a way of interacting with one's
environment, a creative way of
looking at whatever milieu one
happens to find oneself in. I'm
surprised more people don'tdoit,
but | try not to be surprised by
anything anybody does any more.

Not being able to lie and not
getting bored — Hemingway
would probably turn over in his
grave if he knew what passed for
bizarre behaviour in writers these
days. Ah, well; | gotta be me . .
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COMPLETE AT SYSTEM
WITH HARD DRIVE AND MONITOR

ONLY $999..1 i aa

ACT/286-12: 80286 Processor with Zero Wait States operation delivering
16Mhz effective throughput, 1.2MB 5.25" floppy disk drive, Dual
harddisk/floppy drive controller, Enhanced 101 key AT style keyboard, high
capacity system power supply, real time clock/calendar, 80287 Co-processor
support, 40 MB 28 msec fast hard drive, Parallel/Serial/ Game ports,
monographics card, TTL monitor, 2 yr labour & 1 yr parts warranty

Get More For Your Dollar!
Buy ACT computers for the best quality,
finest performing IBM PC/AT"
Compatible systems at unbeatable prices!

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

.............. ONLY $89
.............. from $790
14" VGA monitor with 16 bitcard .............. $485

2400 B Internal Modem . . . .
J865X Barebone system . . . .

14" 1024 X 768 VGA monitor . ............... $495
upgrade XTt0 286 .................... from $395
Panasonic 9 Pin Printer ..................... $229
Call for pricing on our 8088, 80386, 80486 systems. Leasing available

*IBM PC/AT is a reg. TM of International Business Machines Corporation

288-9659 or

iOffice Hours: Mon-Fri 11 am to 10 pm and Sat 1-7 pm

ACT ENTERPRISE

1685 Victoria Pk. Ave., 2nd floor, Unit 1
Scairboro (Princess Plaza)

759-999




