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By GRAHAM THOMPSON

hen York erected the green­
house attached to the Farqu- 
harson Life Sciences Building in 

Efc# 1965, they forgot that the sun rises in the 
East and sets in the West. As a result, the 
building, which is sloped to the North and 
South, admits less sunlight than it should.

^WEfeSf* York biologist Dr. Michael Boyer says they <*( 
compensate for this problem by facing the g» 
hardier tropical flora to the North and the 

Ç'JSLaÉj^ plants requiring more sunlight, such as cacti, s'*,1 
towards the South. S8fi

Boyer says the greenhouse was originally tSJj 
Ih>-;sV*4&m conceived us a research aid, but because of its 

unstable climatic conditions it is now primar- 
Sr* use<^ f°r teaching. The building houses 

, plants used mostly by biology undergradu- 
IfcgPS a tes and natural science students. aE9fo

There are more than 400 varieties of plants fÇ$9|

m & ilF Â,El species«;.
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jgfiiQ representing most areas of the world, says &ÿ" 

yS Boyer. @|
k^Vjrtli Ehe greenhouse keeper also grows plants Jây’ 

sold at cost to the various University depart- n® 
ments. The most popular are those with vari- 
agated leaves, but they must be able to stand g£® 

KcSl&ft the University’s poor lighting and dry condr Ik*1 
SEf "" tions, Boyer says. ,L
Ss£i-f The greenhouse is open to the public any i jzm 

day except Thursday when it is sprayed to 
keep insects under control. The worst $!»§ 

^5 offender is the relentless spider mouse, Boyer - 
says.
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