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Cat's dancing disease in Ontario north

Kenora poisoning rivals that of Minamata
C”£olla“* spasms, or trying to the area - fish, ducks and even members of the government are Canadian Forces physician who

thf *7 ° p01Sln- of walk °,n ]und le8s 11131 wouldn’t deer — that drink the polluted irresponsible and indifferent in has been at the reserves since last
SSmeS arC ymg t^Tav^thPmïlvp îf!v1C°Un' Yter “d eaf 016 P°j?one*. 8rass their attitude. Some know nothing November, tells of one 35 yearÏÏ

oi me poison ot mercury. try dragged themselves to the sea along the shore. The disease, of mercury at all,” he said. man with hieh mercurv rpaHim«
Two Janapese experts on and drowned themselves. which attacks the central nervous In July 10 White Doe and — once a man hnn»« f>f

Mmmata and Niigata, Japan, Before the disease was dubbed system, has no known cure; it Gr^y N^rows^ple, some^f plaX* prof^LSh£ -

situation" at°two ^eserve-f near tomT’caUed’^^’r^t^^^ t^Mt 'Pakesv P^P1® act as they’re whom are sure to have mercury who now has an uncontrollable
Kenora is grave and shocking, disease”. * Cmg ^iTltoe, when Minamata Bay in bv^t^’Minama^V^01?® quiver in his upper Up^ difficulty
They found symptoms consistent Japan was polluted with heavy .^atlentS pr°vwC1Kgisome words. 30(1 is
with early mercury poisoning. INVESTIGATIONS metals, the people of Minamata Shns of the diSase Thereby to^ev^cto^* 006 f00t mth
Cats at White Dog and Grassy After their investigations in the took the struggle into their own will see medical experts doctors y

ZJrs”ne,M”8 ^ — bavco.
Minamata and Niigata, Japana, Science Centre along with Chief proof on the company to show Grassy Narrows is just 50 miles
before the disease showed up in Andv Keewatin. They told the that it was polluting CATS POISONED from Kenora. Its only commercial
humans a few years ago. people there that they should A week earlier, professor Tadao food supply 016 Hudson’s Bay

“If you don’t start action you organize support to force the SAME FISH Takeuchi announced from c°mPany’s store, where food
will have a more serious problem Canadian government to release The two scientists pried out of Kumamoto that brain specims of Ences ar® aPout t™06 016 rates of
that we had,” Dr. Jun Ui, all its reports on mercury Ottawa officials the information two cats, one from each reserve, pnora- A dozen eggs are $1.65,
professor of urban engineering at poisoning and stop the companies that a cat brought into the area showed both cats had been î?™"*1'?? a slab pound, apples
the University of Tokyo, told a from further pollution. and fed the same fish the native poisoned. One of the cats had died ^A35. - flve pounds. The Indian
public meeting at the University “I think that in the Dryden people eat developed Minamata exhibiting all the clasic symptoms Yfalr? Department had rejected
of Toronto in late March. (Kenora) area it is worse than it is desease within 100 days. The of mercury poisoning, and thé P ,a *roip Grassy Narrows for

Dr. Masazumi Harada, of the in Japan. Here, there’s not as Canadian government has said other cat was killed before the help “ starting a non-profit co-
University of Kumamoto, and much mud and the mercury lies that the official results will not be disease itself had time to finish it 0P®ra“ve store — the Department
chief medical investigator of on top longer, while in Japan the released for one and a half years. off. raled such a store would be unfair
Minamata Disease in Japan, ter- mud covers it up and it’s coming Ui said the pulp waste in Dryden At the same time, the governor competition for the Hudson’s Bay
med the situation, shocking, and out of the various river mouths,” was incredible, in a country that of Kumamoto prefecture in which Co" _ . .
pleaded, “Please don’t repeat the said Jun Ui. had been described to him as a Minamata lies, added 15 more per- 0The 0ntano and Canadian
mistakes we made in Japan.” “If it was this bad in Japan, paradise of green forests and blue sons to the list of 723 known vie- Governments continue to sidestep

people would actually be taking lakes. tims of the disease. One hundred toe !ssue- 0n "P1*11 30> 016 Ontario
matters into their own hands.” “All of us were surprised with and twenty persons on the list government offered the Indians

People can contract mercury the Standing Committee for Mer- have already died. community freezers and access to
Japanese cats writhing in un- poisoning by eating the game in cury Pollution in Ottawa Some Government experts have “"contaminated lakes so they may

fish to stock the freezers. Recen­
tly, the standard don’t-eat-the-fish 
letters sent to residents of the two 
reserves were withdrawn. The 
universal advice now is not to eat 
the fish.

Ontario Cabinet ministers, 
notably Health Minister Frank 
Miller, repeatedly told the Ontario 
Legislature last fall, that “we told 
the Indians to stop eating the 
fish.” Actually, there were three 
letters. Severely poisoned persons 
were told no more fish, while those 
less-severely poisoned were id- 
vised to eat smaller fish, and to 

Ian Ramsay, director of the En- fish in waters with lower mercury 
vironment’s Thunder Bay office, counts, 
confirmed that the mercury in the 
buttom sludge is expected to be a 
problem “for nobody knows how

a

DANCING DISEASE 
Dr. Harada showed a film of

traced the source of the mercury 
in the affected English and 
Wabigoon River systems to the 
Dryden Chemical Company. The 
company says it will be converting 
to a non-mercury system later this 
year “if the equipment comes in 
time.” However, in cases of mer­
cury poisoning, the mercury 
remains in the water for 
generations, and people already 
affected who as yet have not begun 
to exhibit outward symptoms of 
poisoning, can not be helped.”
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POLITICIANS

The politicians and their scien- 
long.” He thinks the Kenora tific hired hands were still saying 
“problem” is going to be a longer, they lacked proof that the 
stretched-out version of the cury is damaging Indian health. 
Minamata tragedy. “We are getting more cautious,”

Dr. Peter Newberry, a retired they now concede.
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ALSO OVERALLS

DENIMS - CORDS - PAINTERS 
LEE - WRANGLER - LEVI S 

LANDLUBBER - CARHARTT
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.v ; « NEW - RECYCLED - PREWASHED 
FIRST QUALITY OR SELECT IMPERFECT

Something fo“cheers”abouf: DENIM LAND9
Now the glorious beer of Copenhagen is brewed right here in Canada.

It comes to you fresh from the brewery. So it tastes even better than ever. 
And Carlsberg is sold at regular prices.

So let's hear it, Carlsberg lovers. "One, two, three ... Cheers!"

1463 EGLINTON W. 783-1139
2 lights W. of Bathurst

Open every night till 9. Sat. till 6
Master
ChargeChargex Free parking in Rear
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