by Hisabeth Eid

“Women are bored with and feel
alienated from male-stream polit-
ics,” says Jill Vickers of the Political
Science department at Carleton
University.

Vickers was invited by the Cana-
dian Studies Department to speak
on “Canadian Women in Politics.”
“Fifty-two per cent of our popula-

| tion is female,” says Vickers. And
| virtually none of this percentage is

reflected in parliament.”
The absence of women in politics
can be explained by the nature of

1 male-stream (or male-dominated)

. politics.
. According to Vickers, male-stream
politics emerged from the historical
belief that men should control the
public sector of society while
women should participate in the
private.

Vickers said, “Men made a sepa-
ration between the public and the
private sectors” — defining only the
public as political.

- Today ‘women assert the “per-
sonal is the political.”

Vickers feels male-oriented agen-
das must be changed to incorporate
women’s concerns.

“Sexual harassment, feminization
of poverty, child abuse,” said
Vickers, are some of the issues
women feel are neglected on
agendas.

The women’s movement has
heightened female awareness of
access to politics.

The Canadian movement is frag-
mented in comparison to U.S. and

British movements, Vickers said.

“The movement is regionally organ-
ized, with centers around Montreal,
Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary and
other major cities.”

The emergence of French femi-
nism, the native women’s move-
ment and other social cleavages are
reflected in the movement said
Vickers. And although these factions
maintain their unique characteris-
tics, they are still closely aligned with
the white-Anglophone movement.

“Canada has some 600 broadly
structured organizations with very
few linked to political parties,” said

| the poorly lit campus.
i “The recent attack of a woman at

] the athletic centre was the straw that

broke the camel’s back” says resi-

‘% dence dweller Dianne Selt.

“What we’re stressing is that
commen sense is the best prevent-
ative measure,” she said. “That’s
where the walk-home service fits
2 ”
in.

At Wilfred Laurier, students gather
at a common meeting place and
walk home together. The scheme
has been operating since Septem-
ber.

The McMaster student council
voted in September to spend $6080
on a drive-home service for students
who must stay on campus late at

night. The van will have a two-way
radio to ensure contact with campus
security is maintained and it is
expected the service will be used
primarily by library staff and nurses.

At McGill University, new lights
have been installed to help make
the campus safer, but the physical
plant manager says students must
still realize McGill is not a safe place
after dark.

“The important thing is to make
people aware of the danger,” says
A.). Rostaing. “Some people are
naive and this is a big metropolis.”

Carleton is not particularly safe
either, said walk-home organizer
Marty O’Grady. “To improve safety
on campus, we need better lighting..
But the cost factor will cause
problems.”
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Announcing the first-ever

ALMA MATER FICTION CONTEST

2

Alumni and students of the University of Albertaare
invited to submit short works of fiction (fewer than
3,000 words), which have not previously been

published, for judging in the Alma Mater Fiction
Contest. Two winning entries will be chosen, one
from among the alumni submissions, the other from
the student entries. Each winner will receive a prize
of $500 and the winning entries will be published in
New Trail, the Alumni Association magazine.

Contest regulations and entry forms are available
from the Alumni office, 430 Athabasca Hall.
Deadline for Alumni Entries: August 30, 1984
Deadline for Student Entries: November 15, 1984

Sponsored by New Trail magazine
with support from the Alma
Mater Fund in promotion of
literary achievement in the
University community.

TWO $500 PRIZES
¥,

Women in “male stream”

Vickers. She suggests although poten-
tial fragmentation exists within the
Canadian movement, it is also
bonded together by common goals
which cross all cultural and party
lines.

According to Vickers, women’s

politics is based on two ideologies: °

the integrationist and the transfor-
mist. Both ideologies define a more
activist role in the male-dominated
politics.

The integration of women into .

the political process is an approach
that has not been entirely success-
ful. Vickerssaid,“the price of admis-
sion into the system is often costly,”
forcing candidates to become “one
of the boys.”

The transformist ideology seeks
to restructure the existing political
system. Vickers sees one change as
“placing the nominating process

-men are given a fair chance to

Carleton prof. Vickers says women feel neglected by male-dominated
political agendas.

under electoral law.” This would

ensure that nominating meetings

are not undermined and that wo-

political pie,” said Vickers, and are
going to make sure that the “man’s
house is no longer his castle.”
advance at the polls.
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THE U of A STUDENTS’ UNION @ THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
THE U of A CHAPLAINS @ EDUCATORS FOR PEACE
& PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Dr. Helen
Caldicott

subject of the
National Film Board'’s
Academy Award winning film
“IF YOU LOVE THIS PLANET”

Dr. Helen Caldicott Speaks on
“THE NUCLEAR THREAT”
What Can Canadians Do?

Introduction by Mel Hurtig

Present in person:

“Women want their share of the

Sunday, NOVBthI' 11 (Remembrance Day)
7:30 pm @ Universiade Pavilion

TICKETS AT ALL BASS OUTLETS
$3.50 for Students & Seniors, $5.50 for others

CHARGE BY PHONE 424-3355 ® INFORMATION 432-4764
PARKING AVAILABLE IN EDUCATION & WINDSOR CAR PARKS, ZONE M OR W

LU 2B AR OMPAGNIE DE DANSE EDDY TOUSSAIN TRROGQICInIg1sY

Ballet from Montreal
FEBRUARY 19 WIMHIIEREYE traditional music from Ireland

MARCH 30 LRI EVEVIELIEY at the JUBILEE AUDITORIUM returning to
celebrate the TRI BACH Festival

STADIUM CARPARK CLOSED. Parking available in Windsor
or Education Car Parks, Zone M or W.

SUB BOX OFFICE — BASS (2nd Floor SUB)
NEW HOURS: 10 am to 2 pm Monday to Friday ® Phone: 432-5145

Sound by ALLSTARI

Tuesday, October 16



