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ITHROUGH A MONOCLE
WHAT IS TH1E M àTTER WIffH NOVA SCOTIA ?D ID youi ever take a look at the map of Can-

ada? Maps liave a special fascination for
mie; so that it is a fad of mine to, sit and
Io 'ok at m'aps as otlier people look at*pic-

turcs. The mnap of Canada is wel wortli looking
at. It is a fine country we liave, witli our vast
Britisbi Columbia marchinig u1P ino the silent North,
ouir unmicasured prairies -growing their wvheat as
far north as the Pleace River, our perky little
"ýpostage stamp" Province of M\,anitoba-soon to be
carried tlirougb to Hudson Bay, our inidustrial On-
tario witli ail its activity stowed away in the toe of
its boot, our picturesque Quebec holding its majestic
St. Lawrence in its bosom and fronting tlie sea,
and our Maritime Provinces dipping south to shut
off the sea-view of the entire United States. It is
an ornament to, any wall. 1 had rather have it
hanging above my study-table than half -the blurred
copies of great pictures or gaudy reproductions of
poor onies wbich you can buy at a bargain 110W
that Christmas is over.

WELL, I was looking at it the other day, and
1V noticed Nova Scotia. It is a marvellously

well-situated Province. It bas ail tlie advantages
of an island without being cnit off from the Main-
land like poor littie Prince'Edward Island. Its
coast is serrated with harbours. It lies between
New England and Old England. Every slip that
sails from Boston or New York for tlie British
Isles passes almost within hailinig distance of Nova
Scotia. Its fishernen have the best starting point
for their voyages. Its land is rich, as witness the
Annapolis Valley. It bas coal and iron in its mnoun-
tain&-those twin hases of a mafthless industrial
development. It is the first land that the immigrant
sees- unless lie cornes wben hie can be sniuggled
up the St. Lawrence; and~ it is tlie part of Canada

that the Intercolonial had a lot to, do with it. It
was not tliat the road was not a good road, but tliat
a Goverament Iine could not develop a country like
a private company. Company railways establisli
contributary industries and lielp to, open up a land
generally. Anotlier reason suggested was tliat tlie
men of wealth ini tlie Maritime Provinces do not
put tlieir money into inidustrial or commercial en-
terprises. Tbcy lad rather do thc banking for
other people, or eisc just live on the interest of
their, "safe and sane" investments. Tliis last idea
reminded me of a very similar country in some
regards-Greece. Greece is tlie loveliest land I
ever saw, with a perfect climate, an ingenious and
clever people, and the best site to command thc
trade of the East. Yet it stagnates. Tlie reason
given nme in Athens for this was that the Greeks
with wealtb do flot try to make more money by
planting native industries, but are content to live
on wliat tliey have in Vienna, in Paris, in Italy or
in Athens itself.

NOVA SCOTIA once liad a great industry-tieNbuilding of wooden slips. But tlie world out-
grew wooden ships. Iron slips replaccd tliem; and
Nova Scotia was lcft with lier forests and slip-
yards cmpty and sulent. As for the Nova Scotians
themnselves, they are more under the spirit of tlie
Old World than the rest of Canada-which is, being
intcrpreted, that thcy are less greedy of money
and less inclined to mneasure all tliings by the total
of a man's bank accouint. I am sure that you have
noticed this virtue of tlieir's; for I do not liesitate
to cail it a virtue riglit in the teeth of a community
whidhi conspicuously lacks it. Tliey tbink more of.
their golden houirs, and lcss of their golden
treasuires tlian we do. It is quite easy to under-
stand whyv a Nova Scotian may be content witli
wliat lie bias, wlien lie bas enougli; and ready to sit
down and live biis life. That is wbat an English-
mani would be very apt to do. They do not look on
"tradle" as a dluty in the Old World, but as a bur-
den; and they pay their highest lionours to the
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be kept ait bay forever. 'There is no provi:
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lias done so much in proportion to, area
"the corner lot"ý-not only of the Dominio:
the Continent. Ail our traffie lias runl by
ever since we had any worth mentioning.
it lacked for sons. What other province
portion to population, lias turned out
really big men? It lias given us thire
Premiers out of our eiglit, and it lias't
sucli public men as Joe. Howe, the yoUinge
andFielding for good measure. It lias g
tario two of its best College Presidents.
it lias fairly won the namne of the New
It is perhaps only because we persist ini
Wýestern liabit of measuring every thifli
numrber of car-loads of products it turWl
the colossal fortunes it piles up, or any of
sacrifices we make to the brazen god "
that we imagine tliat Nova Scotia lias not
to, its opportunities. Possibly if we mea3
ricli lives and well-freighted brains and ti
things of if e," we should find that the Il
vince by the Sea lias had its quiet sbare,
been teacliing us liow to liveý-if we would

TI-l MONOCLE

Even the Thermometer Tur
(By leased wire to THEt CoURIFR.

Ottawa, January l5tb.-Parliament re,
last week in f rigid atmospbere. Memobert
and from'Parliament Hill wrapped in va
and woollens. The sole subjects of con
seemed to be the weatlier and "the dîsmis
latter denoting tlie changes in the civil serv
liave resulted from the change of Goverrir
wliich, in Ottawa ait least, are seemîingly
portant tlian ail tlie reciprocity, question
world. The other niglit a group of Parliami
were making their way to.tlie buildings c
thie temperature. One thermometer -On'
Street indicated 22 below zero; another 19'
a third 18. It was decided to settle tlie qu
the Parliamentary tliermometer, whicb hI
outside tlie main entrance.

"Pshaw," exclaimed big Tliomas McNu;ttt
coats, in evident unblief and dlisgust, as
amined the iindicator. "It is only nine bel

"Wise instrument," murmured Colon(
Clark. "It knows it mnust be Conservativ
its job these days."

F EBRUARY is to bie the month of -a
shows in Canada. The extensive prc

which are being made reflect the growth
dustry. In somte cases the show is held
auspices of the provincial motor associai
in others wholly under the auspices of the
turers and the agents. The Toronto sh<
is to be hel in the 4rmouries from Fel
Feli. 28th bas received the officiai sanctic
Ontario Motor Leag-ue. By the way, the
slip in the League is now close to sixteen

SCOTTISH CURLERS HAVE A GAY TIME IN QUEBEC


