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mendatiofla as te what tariff policy shouid be pur-

sued, the wneiflbers will naturally and inevitably

divride, andi the Une of cleavage wiIl foiiow the tarif!

ideas of whiob thle members are respectively the

piartisans.

LAND 0F RUG -MAKERS

How Persians arc Siaved, Robbed and
Cheaied-b Persians

HE receni oaiaciysl lIn the western world basTservesi to caui attention to Persla and the
Perslan people, writes Yue B. Milrza, la Uic
Review of Reviews (Àinericaul).

It would at firai appear that ail tihe Peraian troubles

and misfortunca are dlreotly tracea>le to the Angle-

RusMlan agreemenat cf 1907, onsi the de;ire on the

part of tihe Iwo powers We aVsurb Persia and hem

people. Hopplyl sucil la aot the case. They filmil«y

dlscovered that àL wa a, chance to, step In ans pre-

vent another Orientai atate f rom bocoenlng Prua-
aaiuzed-

?o Persia fails the lot oi beiag one of the worst-

goveriied couatries lu tihe fexniiy of nations. "A

kcing... says' Saddl, "irnust be Just, tuai they (thle

peopleo) mray rosori, to hlm, andimrcfl tibat they

rnsy sit soicure under thle. OModw of hie greatses."

But thle Ka.ars (the preseat dyn-asty) are neither

just nrom ereifui, nom do~ ths> possOas klngly

The Peraians have been under a typically Ortentai

foa'm of governzneat for centuries. The average nm

takes no Interest Ln his goverflifefl. If you Meet

a Persia.a en the street ansi ask Ib, "WiVfat tg the

naine of your king?" be wili anewer, "Trhe king's

asme la s«acred sais the cemmun people are flot su>

pose4 We know il, but ask the prisi of the village,
and he wfll tell yen." I venture te sa>' that leas

than haît et the siubjects 1110W the name et tiheir

sovereiga. TIc>' only kaow enOUgh iti obey "1Shah-
In-Shah," "the king of kinga."

The govemnimeili bas neyer done anythi-ng that

would make tdie inhabitante of Pereta happy. Not

a siagle mine or factor>' lai Persia is aperated, net a

single hoepital or public adhoei 13 ostsIblished b>' the

governiment. In a countr>' twice as large as the

German Empire, ibere are oni>' lwenty-five miles et
radlway, andi iheýse are owned andi operated b>' a
Belgian corpurtAoa.

Tbhrougheut the iwbole et Perqia ne modem,, agmi-

cultural impienenta are to Qie <ound. rrom the

soing of! the 3eed tci the- thresaiing 0f tbe wheat,
and froin the weaving of a rug to the ftnisbing of a

packsasidle, ail the labour is ýperform(sd by the handa
Gf the weary pieasant.

The practice of buylng andi selng gevermient

offices le aLill ile axnong the Iranaa officiais. The
practice of bakçshish can perbaps be best explained
b>' a hypotheical case,

Let us suppose, !or iastanlce, ihat the reasier i

worth a mi-lion dollars, andi la seckin-g tle position

of a vliir. n1'e t1rst aVeu wc'nld be to pres3eai a

geood-s.lzed ptgrse to an official, wlio.wouid then baIte

great pleasure in Introducln-g you to bis auperior
You Ireep glving <its and presen-ts te ail the offliceial

unil Oialy you are introduced to thbe royal f am¶1y:

then bacsiii las te be giveni W aFI the prknes and

te the Sh«sii. If the purse ai your personalt3~
r

please his royal highness, your position is a.sýsuredl.
As soon as yen have secured tbe position, You

recowrp yourself by reversing the pro>ceeS-, froim a

giver you becoine a receiver. if the office me-ans

gubernatoriai appointaient, then your hope cornes

train tbe apspoinitifeilt of varions off iais for coileet-

ing tihe taxes. The coilectors, ir order to maintain
their own state and to meet the usuai bakshish of

the governor, are compeiled -to extort a niuch higher

sum than is expected by their ohief. Here, then,
cornes the sad part of the Persian administrative
system. Ail the burden a.nd expensge f ails upon the

poor and the peasant.
Sometirnes the tax-coliectots corne at a very trying

season, when people have no money with wbich to

pay. Tbey desert theiir homes and dîsappear for

weeks at a tIme. 1 have seen pensants driven aLmost

to despair, 1 have seen the-m punished witdh the bas-

tinado, becnuse they had no m'oney to pay the tax-
collectors.

Every door thst a Persitan has In his home is taxed

fifty cents a year. Consequenly ail the pensants

have bouses wlth oniy one door. In tact, some of

the pooyrer ciass, w1ho have been unjustiy treated,
live tog'etber In bouses lyuiit lui dlusters, buried la

the ground, wlth a oonurunicatiflg path known oniy

to themeives; the resmit is that the tax-collectors,
though they see nothing but a grasa-built but, mýay

be actually in the nuidst of severai hirndred tax-
dodgers.

Added to ail these hardships, the d.aiiy ivage of
a mnan is only tlfteon cents, of a woman scarcely tein.

lEven the skililed artisan fares but 'littie better. The
bricklayer and the ishoemaker earn froîn twenty to

thirty-five cents. The dyeenlaster, wlth an inhorn
ability for tellilng the pattern et an antique mug iby

the touch as accura&tely as a Ibl.ind man rends bis

ralsed-letter Bible, receives only fifteen cents ,.

dyeing red, ton cents for blue, and 8even or elgiht
cents for other colours, for one Pound of wooi.

It miay be of interest to the reasier te know the

cost oi! the inateriais, the amount of labour, and the

value of the boni Perslan rug when finished. Sorne
dealers anid imnportera 0f rage te)il us thst a square

foot of the be&t Peralan mug la worth t*sn dollars.
It takles a sinigie weaver twentY-three days to corn-
plets tii xortiloxi, wblob allows the weaver about
forty-four cenits a day for wooi, labour, and dye-
staffs.

The clty of Tlftiz, RusSia, La crowd-ed wltth Persians;
somne of lie best me.rcbants andi contractora are of
this natlonailty. I met an acquaintance some yeare

ago In Tifliz and asked hlm, "Wblcbh government do
you J>refer?" Wlthout sny hesitatioen andi withi great
empb.als, ho replied, "The Rusaan."1

*Why?" 1 aeked.
"You sec ibis g'old watch," he saisi. #,Il I were la

Persia, I wo'uld be afraid te ebow it, bIecause if you

wanted it, and haipemed iti be atronger tlian 1, Yeu
wou'ld take it forc*ly. Here la another thing," be
contlnued. "My hone, as Yeu know, ta lu the beat
sectf'on of T4[iz. 1 eau live there w1ih peace andi
comfort, wIl.hout foar of robbers. Hûro My bu&iness
le pro&perlng. Wbiat chance 'wouId 1 have If I were

lvin~g la MnY OwIn country? 1 oa~n be of greater ser-
vice to my country by living in TiflIz than 1 coulsi
ever be In my native clty, Uru.mkh, beosinse boeO

the Ruslai doverament does niot intent ere witb
what 1 am oLg.

Such la the feeling of the Persian business Mon,
aie well as the babouîrlng class, who are !oumd lu
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