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E day was clear and frosty,
and the snow, hlown into deepWdrifts by the biting winds,
corered the wide expanse of
lonely prairie like a glistening

carpet. Here and there a dark spot
peeped from between two larger drifts
where thegrund had been swept bare
by the od,intry wind. Exoept for
these few spots, and a darker smu~dge
onL the distant horizon, nothing broke the
monotonous whiteness of that vast
stretch of roling land.

It was along titis frigid landscape that
Ben Carr and i dog team moved slowly
in the direction of the now steadily
decling sun, farato the south. His dogs
were few and hagprd, and tbey seemed
to move painfully in the frosty air. Ben
hjmsel, 1wrapped in a great coat, once the
grizzly hide of a mountain bear, but on
wbhich the hair was nom, left only in
patohes, strode thoughtfully beside his
slowly movmng sled.

Now, as ite raised bis head, there was
disclosed a countenance as haggard and as
worn as the bodies -of bis hialf-starved
dogs. it was the faoe of a drunlu2
the features were those of a wreck1

Admirai Sir Reginald Y. Tyrwhitt, D.S.O., is

shown on shipboard in tlis Brtish officiai
photo. He led the Britisb forces that covered
the daring nival raid on the submarifle bases

of Zeebrugge and Ostend. That naval opera-
ion was one of tbe most glrous of the war

and resultcd in the complt c bottling up of

the former port. Admirai Tyrwhitt lbas
carned renown for is work durîng the war.

He bas heen commander of the destroyer
fiotillas of tbe British finIt fleet.

bumanity. Tbe ourse bad laid its cold
band heavily on bis brow. But those
features were softened by an expression
of sadness. It showed in bis-sunken
ey es, and in the lines about bis drawn
mouth. He was dissipated and despair-
ing, but some remnant of Iis former
manhood, once so free and so strong,
rmïnained in bis determined manner, as hoe
elenched his lean. sparo hands, and
turned bis face to the clear, frosty skies.

"'My God! Wh1-v must this be? The
curse, the wretched teînptation! After
at month, last nighit 1 gave in! It is
liseless. i will give my imiseral lile to
niv \-ountry. It is ctt'r that than spend-
ing aIl my'days in inisery."

His crv rang on the iev air long after
la, had ceased. Ile slîutok bis liva<
rournfullv, ini hopelessa decspt ndenct.
'Turning to his dogs, in a voire that
ihrated with suppressed emotion. lie

* trie theim make one nmore effort to
reach that cark smuîdge on thc horizon.
I t ;v a"zthelicfir-t raling pot of i lic Hudson
Bay Comnpany on the Shivc River. Ile
%vas on his way to Edmonton to crîist,

and to give his drunken and dissipated
life to bis country, and to the cause of
Christianity. Froin the wide and track-
Iess region of the North lie caxîte to try,
for the first tinte, to mnake soîne use of bis
life. Als the weary dogs plodded onward
toward that one sign of habitation in
that rolling waste, the Sun sank Iower and
lower in the southwest. Soon the dog
team merged into a shapeless blur in the
distance. It grew steadilv smaller and
smaller, until at Iast it wýas lost ini the
larger blur far away.
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Far from that rollin waste, covered
with a glaring capt of white, far from
that lonely tradig pot, and from the
fair dominion of the laple Leaf that lies
to the south of it, in the ramn and sîcet,
trying to pierce the heavy darkness with
two blazing eyes, stood Bon Car. Hus
knoes were buried in a deep pool of slusb
and muddy water, and on bis right there
loomed a high, dark bank, diinly dis-
oernible in the Isty gloom. H1e was clad
ia rough coat of kitaki, oakod witb mud

and soaked mritht the pouring rain. His
form, silitouetted against the dire stars
that peeped through the dark clouds,
was not the sane as when he pusbed bis
solitary way southward on a clear Novere-
ber day over a year before. Strenuous
training and constant physical exorcise
had improved both body and mind, but
the' old ourse was thero to romain, tunti1

death separated the tired and hopeless
soul from the worn and wasted tegument
titat now held it captive.

From the pitchy darkness ahead there
came the sound of pîcks and shovels at
work. It was to tbes sounds lhe was
listening. H1e know that ne Canadian
Engineor were at work that nigb.t; these
were undoubtedly German. Af ter some
minutes of careful attention, hie turned
to bis solitary conirade and held a4vitis-
pered conversation with hixn for aome
time. The corerade nodded and left him.
H1e was alone, i the Iistening post, not
fifty y"rd for the enemy tronches, and
more titan thirty yards f rom the nearest
Canadian outpcst. It was the first time
he itad ever been on active duty, and, as
hoe listoned to thte sound of the German
workers, he was tenso witb excitoment.
Every muscle in his body was alert and
every nèrve was tingin.

Suddenly a flare stiot skyward and
hovered over the German tronches.
Cautiously hoie ifted bis itoadland peered
over thte parapet. On a mound, ad-
mirably adapted for defence, were baîf a
dozen Gernian ongincers. Tbey m-cre
busily engaged in constructing a sort of
emplacement. But it was not the siglît
of the enginoors that caused the cold
sweat to stand out on bis brow. It was
not titat, tîtat tta(le him istart violently
and suprs a ory of astonishment and
fear. Stealing noiselcssly from the Ger-
man trench, and slipping cautiously in
and out of thte sltadomry sîtel holes, but
ever making tbeir way toward the em-
placement, were six German infantrymen

carring two machine guns. He wondered
why"bis corerades did not fire at tbe part v.
Just thon the brilliant flaire died ont, and

left Carr surrotinded by a darkness ever
miore dense than before.

He. wondered again wby thte Canadiani
dlid itot lire. Mhen lbe recollected that i
bank of earth, thrown up by the workers
had ol)scured the party from the view ol
the outpost as wel1 as that of the Cana-
dians in the trencbes, while bie, front bi

1advantageouLs 1positiont hefore the lunes
could observe their mtovemntîs.

patiently be waited ini the dazrkîîe-ss foi

another flare. Ail was in duarkncssf excep,
for thte interinittent, flashi of thle lbig gîins
-and jthe spurt of flaine froin soine rifle
asa shot rang out on eitlîer side. A]

>alc>ig the frontt thcre tva.s oornparativi
rquiet. M,%ost of the b>ig glîns in the rea
3hact silt'need for the night, and their ear
)splitthtg roars were Iteard but seldom i
-the darkness.

After five minutes of wearv waitin
ranother flare sh, up f rom the (anadia

lines, anîd ( arr was cenabled <me morr
to iresu i mc iis olbservat ionf. ilhe îachi ti

tgiins Ivere rotw in positi<>f, andt<l t e part
*of engîîwcrs had retired. lvaving thec 're-
*of six in the cnifflaenwnt. 'lle lit t

strongho<ld ivas pract itallY înipgnali

riThe fire frore the glîtas wotiltl rtîkc ti
e.'anadian trenches, and an attack 1,

1bis comrades %%ould be impossill.
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&. Son of the North
Written for The Western Home Monthly by M'ray Irchibald Donaldson
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