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what had been tecommended by the highestauthorities in Great Britain, after most
mature dehbelatlon, should receive, a. favoura’ble .consideration .af. the , hands ot Her
Ma;le:tvs ‘Governmebt when the 'Government of Canada asked 'for' the #ssent ' of Her
Majesty’s Government to the issue of a.Proclamation to bring it into force.

I respectfully refrain from discussing here the legal difficulties by which your Lord-
ship has been impressed; asto the power of the Parliament of Canada to pass such”an
Act,“becanse; T understand that I have your Lotdship’s” permxssxon, ‘to, discuss that
subject separately, and because it in: no way relates to. the principlé” un’der dlscussmn on
this occasion. PO

Hitherto it has always- beén either assumed’ on’ the part’éf Canada and Great' Bntam,
or distinctly asserted: on ‘the 'part of 'Gieat Britain, that-Canada had inot. the: _power; to
pass such an Act, but hope has- always been held out that-Canada should obtain the
power; and I theréfore- submit; that; if your Tiordship shiould-continue to-be ‘of the opinion
that the power does not exist, you vull promote legislation  to set that. question finally, at,
rest, by conferring the power ; and that, if you should be of the opinion that the power
may exist, you will advise Her Mzgesty to consent to the issue of a Proclamation to:
bring the Act of 1889:into foree, under the assurances which have been offered, that a
most. xespectfu]zconstderatxon will be given to any suggestion for the improvement of the
measure which your Lordship may thm]\ proper to mal\e after hearing all that may be
advanced on both sides.

In the Despatch of the 25th March your. Lordship suggested that the Government of
Canada would doubtless fully consider whether it would. not .be well, and be desirable,
to leave the law as it now stands, until it should be seen what “action would be taken in
the United States on the subject “of copyright.” The ‘action of the United States has
since been announced. It is the action which has. followed every attempt to establish a
copyright: arrangement with the .United States during the last 25 years. The only.
measure Wthﬂ has ever been oﬁ"ered in the United States Cong*ess, lookmfr ‘to inter:;
national , arranrrement or - fmmmg, in any way, the basis -for international : alranoement,
has exacted,as ‘an. mdlspensable condition -to American copyright - (whether, treaty -Or:
statutery) reprinting, in. the, Umted States. ', Those.who are most intimately. acquainted
with the state of publlc opinion in that country. are, confident -that;that, condition, will,
never be dispensed with,  We have seen that:every measure: Iookmg to..an international
arrangement, even with - that condition. included, and even the. measure: which.; iwas
pendmrr when your: Lordshxp S Despa’rch was wriften, has been rejected by, Congress..» *.-

It is not too ‘much, then, I: hope, to. ask that a ﬁnal decision of the .case of Canada.
should no ]onver be postponed to awuit, the action o;t the United States.; e s

Permit me to add, in this regard,.a’ repetition of two points, which I have aheady
hinted at, = Tirst, that. the . present .. pollcy of making -Canada a.-market: for American.
reprints, and closing the; Canadian press,,for the beneﬁt of .the. American press,.in;regard:
to Butlsh ‘copyright, works, has.ia" direct tendency to- induce; the,.United, States to: 1efuse
any international arrangement.- : Second. . That, masmuch as the. existing Canadian copy-:
right law affords, plotectmn to- the ‘copyright holder in ‘every country- which -may;make
‘a tre'lty with Great Britain,, it cannot be sugg ested as it once Was,: that self-ﬂovernment
in Canada, on _ this; :subject would, in. the least m1pede negotlatlons w1th the Umted :
States for an mtcrnatlonal arrangement s i

S ‘ : ~ - Dowptlpgi i July, 17‘, 11890 .
“In reply to your letter of the 9th of Jul ;¥ Tam’ dlrected by Lord Kl;utsfm’d to .
transmit to yop, to be laid before the: Board of Trad,e, :a.copy of the CanadlaﬁJ Copymgﬁt -
- Adt Amendment "Act ‘of’ 1889,1- together Wlth copies’ of ‘the; 'é‘ofr‘es'pondencei .wh 1ch has, .
passed; with the’ Governor Genera of. Lanada. on the sub]ect.
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