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if hoe likeE,'to work for it. By jiilgo, if
a girl can corne out here and work for
the kide in this district for what we
are Payilglber in the achool taxes, 1
gay 1h2t she has, sometbing behind bier
mnore than high-brow talk."

,ne »jou had oome by this timo te the
,ohool bouse, whieb tbey found had
been transformed by the decrations
that the obect of their talk hadput up,
and wbile they foît the natural basb-
funs whicb le ebaracteriatie of tbe
mon who live 'out in tbe great deserts
of the world, tboy felt a sense of admira-
tion for the stranger who had brought
aboùt the social tbey wore attonding.

The' evening programme, was oeflo
great succeas, and diffrent to an-y tbey,
had evor attended, and ail those wbe
came feit tbey wero meeting each other
in a way which bclped tbem to know

'--the best in the other lives. The dainty
supper that was served brought forth
the praise of overy bachelor, wbile tbe
dance at tbe end of the evening seemod
to cerent the friendsbips that bad beon
made earîier in tbe evening.

Richard Irerpest stayed behind aftor
mns of tho otbers had Ieft, for bie
wanted to bave a talk with this strange
new girl about the things she bad said
around tbe settlernent, and to widen tbe
acquaintance that bad begun during the
eveniug. Very soon the asat of the
ights bad been extinguisbed, and bie

saW bis chance to speak with hier and
walk witb lier on ber ay borne.

"Do you knoîv, Miss Owen, I bave
beon very interested in sorne of tbe
thinga yrou have been saying around tbe
settiornent since you bave been bere, and
I want te tell you that as far as I arn
coucerned you liave made a convet te,
your creed. I tlioight to move out this
yea r when I bad cornplted nîy borne-
stoad duties, but I have decided to stay
and do what I can to inake this country
wbat you say it can be made," lio said,
in introducing tbe topic.

Tho teacher was interested and at-
traoted by wbat this young man had te

»tellllber, more especially because sho
recognised tbat bie bad been trainod
above the average of tho settlors, and
bocauso abo realized that bier new con-
vert wouîd have an immense influence
upon the others'. She bad mapped out
a plan of campaign for the making of
these settlers' bornes better and more
like horne, but sbe roalizod tbat toeat-
tempt it without the belp of sorne
others, who had seen the saine vision,
was te invite failuro. In Tempest she
saw, not sirnply the educated farmer,
but -a propagandist wbo weuld carry
weigt among tbe mon and wornen who
were bis neiglibors.

"I arn awfully glad te hear wbat you
say, for Mr. Ternpcst, I tbink tbat you
n'en wbo bave been traiuod in college
can do se mucli more in the ay of
leadership in this' western country.
These people think that because thcy
bave corne out bore te, master these
primitive conditions it is neeessare te,
leave béhiud them all those tbings -tvbich
have iade for culture, and yet you
know as well as I do, that, witb -the
chcap 'books and tbe departrnental
stores, it is possible to make tbis prairie
country the greatest in the worîd in the
training of better and finer citizens," she
had said, and if Tempest could have
seen ber face lie would have accu that
it was lit up witli a wonderful light,
the liglt which cornes te one who bas
seen a great and wonderful vision.

The enthusiasm of the girl gripped
Tempest until lie found bimscîf adriring
the spirit ivhich she liad sbown. !-e, tee,
had passed tlirough ene of the castern
colleges and had corne west in order te
Inake for hiniseif a home, sud te build
a fortune apart from those in the east
wîîo lad given hi bis start in life.

'WeIl, I want vou te ceount on my
Iîelp whenevcr youi net-d it, and wben
YOU start your camnpaign just reekon

sneaid. your supporters," lbe bad

The Nvinter and early spring that year
werc filled witb evenings sucli as the-oee
that lias been described, and the district
showed signs of a great interest in tho
new Dmoveinent. In these entertainments
"l'cvasî donc for the amusement and
tle erltt>at ion of these people, and miucli
Of tew loneliness of -the long eveniugrs
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passed as they gathered from time te
tirne undei the direction of the teacher

\ and those whom she had gathiered around
ýfer T e chool house that iii so.many
places was simply the place where the
children spent. their tirne for several
hours of the day, became the, social
centre of the community, and its effect
was to be seen in tlhe many little im-
provements which bad, corne juto the
homes unannounced. Very many. of the
women feit a thrillof gratitude ais they
realised that these improvements had
corne as the result of the bigger vision
that had been given to them and their
husbands of what even the prairie home
could bie, and they looked out bite the
busy days of the spring and summer
realising that life would be somewhat
easier for thern. Another and bigger
change, however, had taken place in the
life of Tempest at least. These two
young people, the teacher and the far-
mer, had found thernselves thrown
together a great deal during the arrange-
mients that were necessary, and Miss
Owen found in Tempest a ready and
willing helper at ail times. The spring
at length gave place te, -the long days
,behind the plow, and the hot days of the
summer mnade ail such activities impos-
sible. The acquaintance had growvn,
however, ijnto a friendship that was
deep and strong,« and in the heart of
Ternpest.had taken a mucb more serious
turn. Somehow, whcnever hie tbought
of the home bie was to build some dayî
hie found it impossible to think of it
apart from Laura Owen, and indeed al
bis plsns had a place in tbem for lier.
Witb the sbvness, b%ôwever, of the man
Who bad spent a gieat deal of his time
in the great silences.he took care that
she sbeuld net guess the depth of theso
thoughts until such tirne as hie was
ready to reveal tbern and te, carry bis
plans te culmination. The next fal
ho thought would hring birn the crop
witb its good return, and then hie would
find himself in the position when hoe
could ask ber to share bis home witli
him. Thus bie watcbed the crop mature
with feverisb intereat, and every ounce of
effort of_'hicbh e was capable went into
its production. Gradually hie saw the
fruits of bis labors coming to perfection,
and with it there came the determination
that was i bis beart to bring bis dreame
to fruition. If the crop was good ho
said hie ould ask bier to become mistress
of the bouse he was to build.

As the fall, hewever,.was nearing an
incident occurred whicb seemed at the
tirne to place the possibility farther
away tbsn ever. Coming out of the
field one evening after a long .day's work
be noticed that away to the west there
appéared a great loud of smoke, and
wh'ile for the time bie took littie notie
of it, hi ookcd with sorne anxiety as bie
saw it grow in size after hee bad finisbed
bis ebores. About ton o'clock hie went
out te bave a laat look round before
retiring for the night, and loeking
arotund toward the place wbere hoe had
previously seen the loud of smn ke, was
alarmed to sec tbat tbe sky hadJýot only
grown furiously red, but tbat he could
easily distinguisb large flamresapreading
theiflselves alongA the wbole horizon..
With tbe alertness tbat was natural to
hirn be saw that the niatter bad grown
serieus and that unless sornething was
done immediately the whole countryside
would bc in the grip of the dreaded
prairie fires.' Witbout ivaiting for any
better covering than lie àY~ at tbe tirne,
bie rushed into the barn, unloosed bis
horses, and as, quickly as it takes te'
telilivas on bis wav towards the west
from which lhe could sec the flames
niaking rapid progress. Al his thoughts
about bis own crop and property seerned
to bave left bis mind as bie raced along
to get near to the scene of the disaster.
At every hornestead lie called the men
ivieo were available to join bim, and
wherever tbev were not engaged piowin.-
out their own firebreaks thev joined hini.,

",Looks like it ivas a bad 'un, Dický.
I suppose that because we bave a decent
ci-op this %-car a fire bas to coule and
take it, seeing that evervthing else bîas
been i our favor. I neyer saw sucli a
country in rny life. Then tbere's that
school-marm tellin' us to keep on andi
belp out; believe nme wlien I sec her next
timne 'jl tell lier what I thinks about lier

res"grumnbled Cleffiens who bai N'en
aroused to te danger of the onconîing
tire. (wiru8
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