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sion by sailing vessols was impossible. At
the saine time it seems to us altogether
likely that for heavy, imperishable articles,
such as lumber, ores, and metals, and pen.
haps many articles manufactured froni
these materials, in respect to which speedy
transit is of little importance, the old cbeap
method of transportation may still be re-
tained, even though the average passage oc-
copies from four to six montbs.

Mn. Troop calis attention to one factor
ithe computation of the chances of profit-

able trade witb the Antipodes, which bas,
perbaps, been too much lost sigbt of. 11e
ssys

'l In considering the possibilities of the
development of the fruit traffic between
Australia and Canada, it is uecessary to
bear always in mind the important factor of
the neversal of the seasons. Our wiuter
time corresponds with Australian summen,
and our summen flnds them in the midst of
winter. This means that we can import
froni Australia when the American sources
of supply are exhausted. Grapes, oranges,
lemons, appies, bananas, pears, plunis, gus-
vas, pine apples, peaches and flgs are the
principal fruits growu in Australasia. T0
these must be added a delicate and delicious
fruit called the ' passion-fruit.'"

Whether the last-named fruit can be
successfully brought over the ocean, even in
chilled chambens, is not yet known. But
this idea of taking advantage of the revers-
aI of the seasons on opposite aides of the
equator, to keep up a supply of fnesb fruits
the year round, seenis to os to be of the
very essence of natunal and profitable com-
merce. We know no reason wby sucb ex-
change may not yet be made to an almost
unlimited extent, with great advantage to
both parties.

Mr. Troop very properly reminds us, in
closing, for the benefit of those wbo may be
disposed to be over-sanguine about the ne-
suîts of encouraging and stirnulating inter-
colonial trade, tbat the whole population of
the Australian colonies is only about four
millions, Iland that they are situated thou-
sands and thousands of miles froni the main
consuming markets of tbe world. Their
consuming powers are, therefore, limited,
and their remote situation makes it difficult
to relieve a glutted market." The conclu-
sion of the wh dIe mattor is, so far as we
can tice, that wbile it is the Fart of wisdom
to enter and doveiop the widest possible
variety of markets, and thus have many
strings to our comurrrcial bow, it would bc
the height of unwisdom to permit the hope
of increased trade with Australia and other
minor and distant countrios to divert our
attention for a moment from the necessity

r of cultivating to the utmost our trade rela-
tions with those nearer, wealthier and prac-
tically inexhaustible markets which lie at
Our very doors and at the other aide of the
narrow Atlantic, with people of our own
kith and kmn. Our commerce with eithe
of these great countries is and must conti-
nue to be for long years to corne, worth

many times more to us than the aggregate
of ahl that we can possibly attain to with
aIl the otber countnies of the world.

MONTREAL LETTER.

A mishap to the plunger of one of the
city's pumps, last weelr, brought public at-
tention to bear upon the matter of the sup-
ply and consumption of water in Montroal.
The total pumping powen is able to supply
18,000,000 gallons per day, whule the daîly
consumption is 17,000,000. Should any of
the engines give out, there is a resenve of
30,000,000 in the reservoin to draw froni,
barely two days' supply. But with the use
of turbines the supply is more than doubled,
and it was only when these could oct be
used, owing to some work being done in
connection with theni, aud the breaking
down of one of the largest pumpa, that the
citizen of Montroal was brought face to
face with the possibility of a water famine
for a few days. The citizen was very much
concenned, and with one eye on the reser-
voir and the other on tbe cool-headed
mechanie repairing tbe disabled engine, he
had an uneasy time of it. But the sus-
pense is ail over uow and the citizen con-
tinues to use the water laviëhly and rck-
lessly, with as littie concera as if hie lived in
a lake.

The Liberal party of the Province of
Quebec bas sustained a great loss in the
death of the Hon. Felix Geofinion, wbich
occurred at his nesiderico in Verchieres, on
August 8th. Mr. Geoffrion was bonn in
the town in wbich hoe died, sixty two years
ago. H1e becamue a notary after a brilliant
cancer at college and soou was oue of tbe
most eminent miembers of the profession.
After s rving his country in minor offices
for urne years bie was eiected member cf the
House of Assembly fcr Verchenes in 1863.
11e heid tbat position until the confedera-
tiou of the Provinces in 1867, froni whicb
time hie wag regularly returued to the
Huse of Comnnons at eveny olection. 11e
b9came Minister of Inland Revenue under
the Mackenzie Administration, but was
obliged to nesign the office af ton two yeans'
service on account of a serions illness. Mn.
Geoffnion was a bnilliant man ; a man of
tact and geueral ability and a finm member of
the Libenal party.

A legal caso wbich bas created mucb
attention came before the Deputy Recorder
recently for trial. It was a question be-
tween employer and employee and the ne-
suit, although strictly in accord with the
law, carried with it what seenis to the
ordinary mind undue hardsbip. The
Deputy Recorder gave his judgmeut very
neluctantiy : Mary S, Trembly, an employeo
of the Dominion Cotton Milîs Company,
was somo timo ago taken iii and under a
doctor's instructions laid off froin wonk.
Shie neglected to notify the company that
sho was sick, and altbough 8he earned
$10.80 since the provicns pay, when she
applied for it ishe was nefused payment.
At court the defendants admitted that th,
girl had doue the work and earned the
money, but when she entered the company's
employ she, like all the othor employees,
signed an agreement tbat if shc did not
give flftEen days' notice befone leaving, on
any account, she was to forfeit $10 of bier
wagcs. The foreman of the company gave
this evidence sud hoe also testified to the
good character of tbe girl. The Deputy
Recorder considered it was Most unfair tu

take from employees the money theY hBda
80 hardly earned. The counsel for the 'on"1
pany produced the agreement and a.8ked
judgment upon it. The judge decided Ili
favor of the company, at the saine tinle
deplcring that it was not in bis poWer to
do otherwise. Mary lost bier E5.rfings and
the company got its pound of flesh.

Another cage that bas occupied Publie
attention was that of the Queen aggin8t
Norman Murray in whicb was invoîved th'
question of the right of individuala to PaB
through a procession. Mr. Murray *0&
charged with creating a disturbance On
Dorchester street, on Sunday, Joue 27, St,
Jean Baptiste day, by shouting and disturb-
ing a religious procession. Mr. MýurraY
and the procession met in front of tbe
Cathedral of St. James the Greater ; t e
prccession passing into the cathedral an&
Mr. Murray striking it at right angles Onl
Dorchester street. Mr. Murray wstited tW
pass on bis way, aud, owing, be saYsi to a
block of carniages, hie was u1nable*to cross
tbe street and in attempting to pass through
the procession the trouble occurred. A
policeman prevented Mr. Murray frofli get-
ting througb the procession on the ground
tbat the latter individual had no right tO

pass througb. Mn. Murray claimed l3e
had tbe rigbt and the matter was 0 lti
mately brought befone tbe legal author'
ities to decide the case. Tbe trial lasted
somo days and tbere were several adjourn,
ments. Mr. Murray conducted bis OWfl
case and some of the scenes in court 'Were
something out of the ordinary ; the defeld'
ant using pnetty stroug ternis týo the court
and calling one witness a liar. The judgi6

bas the case under deliberation.
The streets and parks of tbis City Wl

cost about $181,000 for keepiDg thenf '

proper order during the next six mOntbp-
0f this amount $33,000 le set spart for
cleaning and watoring, and $16,000 for the
removal of snow. The latter item does flot
include the cleaning of the snow froni the
Street Railway Company's tnacks, and that
is placed at $44,000. Thus it will be seefi
that tbe snow is a blessing to tbe laboriflg
man. Last year some 85o,ooo %vas expendý
ed for that purpose and it is greaty due' tO

that fact tbat there was little hardh'P
experienced in this city last year a 110119
tbose men thrown out of ordiuary eflPloy-
ment. Tbere were no labour demonstratiofls
here, as in otber citie-,, and tbe cbaritable

institutions are less taxed than usUal.
is an item of expenditure wbicb every g00&
citizen endorses. A. J.g

It seems tbat they bave at jast suçceeded
in getting bold of a really effective fibre-ex-
tnacting machine in the Bahamas. It 10
manufactured by a Mn. Todd, of New yonk,
and is said to dress the fibre penfectly n
with a minimum amount of waste.M
thougb haif a ton is aIl Éhat a single maRchinle
will yield as a day's work, the principle i~O 

sound tbat aIl tbat is necessary is to ice8
the number to meet any ncquired needF. Sir
Ambrose Shea points out, however that rý

does not uecessarily follow tbat the" TOdd.,
machiiie will be suitable whero tbe cul
tions of the plant are not similar to those io
the Babamas. The fact of baving secured 00
good a machine should give a decided iffi

petus to tbe sisal industry in the anlo
and we may look for some rapid deveIOP-
ments in the immediate future.
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