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trottirig races, skçatiiig isas,1 ueradt.s, concerts, bails, ta/j /eaa.v vivants, tordsi
llit processionis, antd othier furis of reureatiots are, iii one or otiter mode

of exhibition, quite fasoiliar Vo the gay youth and iiisif istl agc of Montreal.
That iq, in truth, the inost important fact iii connection with the Carnival.
0f added features, tise reception ef the Governor-Genieral and the vice-
regal party, the concours(- of visitors, and the castle of ice are the most
note worthy. 0f course, too, every point of interest is intensified by tise
1.pirit of a commun purpose an(l tise prex aiiing enthusiasm.

Montreal lias six well organized snow-shoe clubs, the oldest of which
dates back to 1840. No doubt, long before that time informai gatherings

OfSflow shoers liad tramrped it isserri1ly through our winter woods, when
01n the 9tli of Jaeuary, 1666, M. de Courcelles set out from Quebec on an
exPedition to thse country of tise Agniers. Major ilerbel de Rouville,
With a party of Frencli and Indians, travelied on snow-shoes front Canada
to Deerfield, Massachusetts, in tise winter of 1701. T'ie motive of tise
foray wvas te rccovery of a bell tisat hiad been ordered front France for thse
use Of tise little churcis at Caughnawaga, and whichi is stili irs existence
and ait objeet of mnucis veneratio'n. Front tisat timte on tise raquettes miust
have bseen in frequenit use aînongst tise Frenchi Canadians, tliough their
adoption~ as nieans of isealtisy exercise and pleasure is comparatively recent.
Carioling seemrs to have becîs tise favonrite out door amnusenment of tise

PI-'?nesse dorée of Quebec towards tise close of te last century. An old
cariing song" of that period is extant, of which thse following verses rnay
serve as a specimien :

,,Not ail tite fragrance of thse spring,
Nor ail thse tunefisi birds tisat sing
Can to tise plains tise ladies bring

So soon as carioling.

'Nor Venus with the winged loves
iDrawni by lier sparrow,3 or lier doves,
So gracefully or swiftly moves

As ladies cariolieg."
The snlow-sisuers, too, have titeir poets, and there is notising more in-

8PiritingC titan a snow-slioe chorus joined in by the wiso]e company on the
hune of mardi. Tise following stanzis are front a great favourite witi the
MIontreal Club:-Z

"Ciiest of skies above,
Coldest of fields below,

Bound to tise shsore we love,
Ever snd on we go ;

Far as the eye can peer,
Wlsere tise goal of tise mounitain sîtines,

Our forward coure we steer,
Up to tise featisered Pines;

Tramp, tramp, tramp,
Vive la Tuique Bleue.

"What if tise tempest roars,
Wlsat if the wild winds islow;

Our iscoyant spirit soars
Over tise steppes of snow;

Swift as tise antiered deer,
Liglit as tise sot t gazelle,

Tise hedge and tise wall we clear,
And tise gorge that we know so weil;

Tramp, tramp, tramp;
Vive la Tuique Bleue."

Býesides Vise Montreal, there are tise St. George, the Canadian, Les
1'raPPeurs, tise Argyle, and te Maple-Leaf clubs, every one of wtics lisas

55Ownl uniform).
It mray seein strange tisat curling shouid have found a local habitation

9,4d a naine in MNontreaàl before snow slisooing,. On the excellent auithority
of Col. Dyde, C. M. 0., tisis appears Vo be Vise case. In an interesting con-
tribuntion to Vise carnival nuissier of thse WFiness, hie describes a match that
tooke Place in 1835 between the Montreai and Quebec curling clubs. There
are( n10w Viree weil-os'ganized clubs, each witis double rinks and club room.

TisOugli tobogganieg, is an ancient sport in Montreal, it was not until
1880 that it ,vas",tilou.-ht xvorthy of organrization. Tisere are now four fine
clubs, onse of xvhicls bears thse name of our Governor-General. They have
aIlthi own elides. Tîsat of tise Park Toboggan Clu i tued in a spot,kuowsî as IlThe Pistes," famed for the beau ty of its surroundings, and one
of IVontreai's chief attractions. Tise total ruil there is 1,300 feet wîth afail Ge eighty-four and a-hait feet. It is double, each slide being Ven feetWide. The Votai lessgti of Montreai Club (Visrce stides) is 1,500 feet; oftise Lansdowne, 1,80c0, and of the Tuique Bleue, 1,200.

1I11s Excellency and Lady Lansdowne must have been pleased at the
ýeeePtiOn with which they niet. The living arch was an arch of triumph
11u 1(ore than one sense. Apart fromt its living freight, it was a isandsome

bc
thIer wl lanned and well put Vogetîter. Two solid towers, with

8~connecting and dependent arch, had been s0 built as Vo furnisisfitisrg roont, isidden isy greenery, for over Vwo hundred blanketed snow-
là."8 Surmounting eacls Vower xvas a star of snow-shoes, and above ViseQrchw

l'er-ô Vsas a seroîl formed of tisree toboggans, wîth Vise motto, Virtute non
,P 8, and underneath, in distinct sigeificance, tise city'sIlWlon."'e Vasteful costumes, sningling with tise foliage of Vthe evergreens, wercquite effective

i8 bTe 1Ps ucseVae tutr whici bears the namne of Ice Palace
th e leved Vo be Vise third of sucis fabrics as yet erected. The first, that ofittý1press Aune of Russia, erected at St. Petersburg in 1740, and de-Scribed ins Cowper's poem, "I he Task," had no successor until a happythou'glt gave existence to Vise architectural fancy tisat lent sO much éclat

Sas Year's carnival.

" In such a palace poetry migisi place
Tise armory of winter ....

'Sih'sstiy, as a dream, tise falrie restu
No solimd ot taismer or of 8aw was tsure.
luee ispn lue, tise well-itjusted parts
Were soon cortjoirred, nfor other ceontent ask-ed

"Tise watcr interfused. t malle themt une.
Lamps gracetully disposed, and of ail hues,
Illumined every side ; a watery ligist
(4leamed throug-h the clear transparency, tîsat seemed

Il Another mouet new risen, or meteor f allen
Frotn iseaven te eartis, ut lambent fluime serene.
So stood the brittle prodigy ; though smootis
And slippery tise materials, yet frost-buunà
Firmi as a rock."l

There could hardly be a truer description tisan tliaV wisici tise poet's
creative eye enabled hisu Vo write of a structure which ie had noV seen
witis his bodiiy vision. But, of course, tliere is room for any variety of
plait in sce as se stone-work. Montreal's tiret attempt was admirable,
wisen it le considcred tîsat Vihe buildere isad iso experience Vo guide themt.
lisat of titis year is a iucli iner building. It is a castellated structure
wviich wouid bc iusposing even if it were biljt of stone. Its length is 160
feet, assd greatest breadth sixty-ftve feet, while Vise iseight of the central
tower is eiglity feet. No dlescriptioni can ive any just notion of the im-
pression conveyed by Vhis slsapely suces of ice. Seen by a person unwarned
its effect would certainiy be startling. Thscre is a weird and gisostly look
about it that recalîs some of tise imaginings of Gustave Doré.

The scene on Wednesday nigit wsss sssenosabie. Sucis a concourse of
people isas seldosin conte togetîser in Mosîtreal. Tise attraction was the
attack and defesice of tise Ice Palace by tise snow-slsoers. Tise weatiser,
whici was su bright and cheery oit Monday, had undergone some change
for Vhe worse, but tise drizzle liad ceased, and tise leaden skies were favour-
able Vo tise pyrotechnsic dispiay which was Vo liglit up tise heavens. Front
wliatever side osse approacised tise palace, tise ethereai Vowers, glimmering
with tise electrie ligist, formed a conspicuous object, and once te eye resVed
on it, it was noV easy Vo witisdraw te gaze. Every now and Visen te blaze
of snanv coloured fireworks crossed ani re-crossed te dote, descending in
showers of liglit of every shape and hrue. Tise stow ssocre, in thiser gay
uniforits, were ready for tise word of commnand, and, after some pretty
evolutions, marcised, eacis san beariug a tordis, Vowards Vise clope of tise
isounitains. Tise crowd, tisougli pressing and jostieg, was induced Vo make

a patis for tisem. IV was a novel aed interesting siglit, as tise long line of
Vorcis hearers, firet whsite, theit red, nmade its way Vo tise sumisit, wisere tisey
began sucli a storm of siselîs and rockets as gave a fair idea of a genuine
homabardment. Tise scene was one Vo tire tise heart of Vise dullest beliolder
and Vise miscellaneous multitude etitered iseartily into Vise esirit of it. Tise
sigit of so msany people nsigist well gave rise to conflictissg esuotions, for,
iowever joyous tise occasions, tîsere is mucis of solensa suggestiveness in a
vast tisrong of isuinan beings. IlWisen Vise sunt set, wisere were Vhey ? "
WVien a few suns set wiere will that great msultitude have disappeared Vo i
On tise very spot wlsere, they stood, around that castle of ice, had once lain
Vise forefatisers of Vise lsamlet-for diten it was littie more. On every spot
almost on whicis a foot rested Veare had been shsed over tise grave of Vthe
loved and lost. And long before Visose vanisised forme isad mnade Viseir ap-
pearance on Visat or any scene, another people, wisose isospitality isad been
tise tiret ever offered Vo civilized man on Vise site of tisis great city, isad
lived and loved and suffered and passed away, hy wisat cruel breatis of fate
no one knowe. Wisen Vo te sunsmit of tisat samne snountain Vo which hie
gave its nrame, Cartier was guided by sortie of hie simple, trustirig hoste, on
witat a different scene did hoe gaze fromt tisat whicls iseete Vise eye to-day 1

Tisere is one lack, of wisich Vise visiter Vo Montreal, who ias had experi-
ence of Quebec, may somretimes be made conscious. Montreal ias no Le
Moine. ilistorians tisere are, indeed, leartxcd and conscientious, by wisose
researcis tise Province and Vise Domsinion have iasgeiy proflted, and xviii stili
profit. But tisere is nrotte Vo whom every spot Vo whicis iistory or Vradi-
tion lias attached cortse association le an object of tender intereet and care,
as every notable point iin and arounid Quebec le Vo Mr. Le Moine. Sucis a
voies sacer, on wisom hoe miglit lean for guidance Vo Vise many locali Vies
anxd buildings and sites tisatt have had a memorable sisare in our aunais,
many a stranger vieiting our city would Visaskfully appreciate.

1V wae Viougistful of Vise cominittee to open ail tise libraries, musertins,
atgleyand otiser storeiouses of knowledc'e and cultureV tee strangers

attending tise Carnivai. Meuh as titere nsay ho Vo attract in tise amuse-
mnents of tise week, tisere muet be a few wiso, in sîscl a continuity of pleas-
uire, will long for quiet intercourse witls a book, a picture, or such relices of
tise world's past a ges as Vise Redpatls nseu contairs.

Tise idea, occurred Vo a few ardent ekaters of îsaking our historie per-
sonnel a feature in Vise Victoria 1{ink masquerade. As a picture of lifes
and beauty, and brigisteess, aud joy, tise scene, on Visat occasion, could noV
bc surpassed. Tise building, wisici is considered one of Vise finest on tise
continsent, wae adornied witi ail tisat Vaste and loyalty could suggest. Tise
ice temple was "la Vinig of beauty," tisougis obviously noV a "joy for ever,"
and te grotto migist have been tise Ironie of wisster fainies. Montreal is
fanious for Vise skili oftite skaters, and Vise evolutions of tise fain jigurantes
at the carnival evidently astonished somte of Vise strangers. As for thse
histonical figures, Visere was Jacques'Cartier, who may have crossed Visat
very spot wisen lie Voucised Vise hlind, and Vise lame, and Vise feeble tisat
were brouglit Vo hlm, and comforted and inspired tisem witis tise spirit 1of
gratitude, if lie did noV iseal Visem. And Cisamplain, wlio came laVer by a
life-Vime Vo find no trace of that peaceful habitation of a simple race, and
Fnontenac, wiso reveniged Viseir wnongs by hreaking Vise power of Vise isaugisty
Iroquois; and Wolfe, wlso eflected wisat Vise Kirkts and Vise Phipses and Vise
%Tlkers isad attempted in vains, making Britain mistress of Vise Gulf and
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