
DECENTIIALIZATION IN MiSSIONS.

taries. 1'Thus, in f.-ct," hoe says, 1't'ho 'wnrk of extcndliiig the cause of
Chirist, which belonga essentially te every disuiple, is devolvcd on some
filteen or twcnty inon, wlio, overburdened. %ith business, do all they pos-
sqibly can ; but to what doos tlîis amounit in comparison with the universal.
effort of six or eight hundrcd. thousand communicants, ecdi la¾)oring in bis
osvn isphere, ecdi building ovcr against bis own bouse, ail îiimated with
the sanie spirit, ech determined bo do with his -tyhole hcart the 'wiole, ser-
'vice svhieh bis Master lias appointed to him. individmally V'

In confirmation of this statement, let us asic llo% iuany pactors aud
churches practically disebarge their responsibility fur missions vitli an
annual contribution, gathered on one Sunday and sent to tie missionary
society Y Those who have un intimate acquaintance «withi tic subjeet wcll
1-now that many make titis tic sum total of their intcrest in this Divine
enterprise. Thus tic missionary Christ, ivith lus great commission, is
trcated as a buigg-ar to bo discharged witli an alms, aud not as a yoke-fellow
in the Gospel to be supported in daily co.opcration. As a consequence,
missiouary contributions do not grow with the growtk- of tito churclies,
and missionary interest. does flot inecase with thie inercase of communi-
cants.

On the oaber baud, whenevcr individual churchcs have taken up the
worlc of giving thc Gospel te, tiec beathen, as their own first and inalienablo
obligation, the resulta have been surprising. God is constantly giving
ebiert-Iessons on this subject : The single peasant clmnreli of Pastor llarmns,
in Gcrmany, sendingr ont aud SUPPOrting more than thrcc hundrcd aud fifty
iissiouaries within thirty ycars ; Pastor Gossner commissioning and main-
taining, one liuudrcd and forty-ono niissionarics ; and in or.r day, Pastor
Sinipsou sending ont one huindrcd missionaries in a single year, and receiv-
il)g for tlieir support ivithiin twelve niontlis more than twvo hundrcd t1iousand
dollars! Wtt inay not altogether approve the policy and methods of tiese
leaders; tint is flot thc question. Hero are " examples writ large" of
whiat single pastois and local churches can do aho, nmale missions thîcir
principal busit.zss, and constitute thcmselvcs, with the floly Gbost soie
age-, and not sulent partuers lu tint business.

À. second tendency growing out of our present niethode is to, produce
au undesirable uniformity of niethod lu conducting the work of forcign
missions. The mothod is tho insu himself. Churches which acluieve un-
nsual success lu parisi, work generally do so by absorbing sud rcduiciug
to action thoir uiinister's personality. The Metropolitan Taberniaclo is a
kind of organizcd Spurgeon ; Northfield la a sort of incarnatcd Moody.
These types of mnen aud uietbod shoiild bc trausplauted bodily te thc mis-
sun-nary fild, iustcad of being miuted aud restamped wtith tic uniform sig-
natuire of a niiionary 'board. There are churches 'which arc bot, and
there are churcies 'wich are cold. Pour tlicir missionarv zzpirit into a
rcqnnn r(ereptacle, sud lukewarm is tie Tnucn temperature. ln sanie way
thi! in-"!t fervent, niost evangelical, nuost qpirittual chiturclies otngit te makoe


