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was true, 1t 18 66 no fonger, nor has it been su

for several years. The following extract has
an important bearing on the trade of the coun-
try, as well as being descriptive of 1ts cha: acter.
The sales of timber produce from ten 1o twelve
thousand pounds per snnum to the pablic

revenue.

The formation of the country for 15 miles
east of Lake Huron 1s low and recky, and 1s
generally umbered with red and white pine,
birch and tamrac ; 1t then undulates, and wnay
be considered a lully country tu the height of
land and un the Ottawa. The most clevated
land, however, does not, in my opimon, exceed
1,000 feet above Lake 1uron.

After the avove change takes place, the land
1s generally tunbered with beuch, maple, birch,
balsam and pine ; hasswood, elm or vak being
but seldom seen, except on the banks of’ nivers
or lakes, untl penetrating 50 or 60 miles from
Lake Huron ; the two first of these tuubers
are there tound in abundance, and the latter
(white ouk) sparingly. Tt 1s worthy of remark,
that on the entire distance between Lake Hu-
ron and the OUttawe, I noticed but une red ok,
the hardw vud lands to withun abuut 50 nulcs of
the Ottawa fornnng a belt abuut 15 nules wide.
Thence to the Ottawa appuars an intcrnunable
forest of red pine, sl gencrally rud or white
sand, and frequently rocky.

A large portion of the belt of hardwood 1s
undoubtedly fit tor settlement, particularly the
first 20 miles east of district bounaary, as
shewn on plan. T'he soil of this tract 1s gene-
rally of a good quality, being gencrally Jlay or
sand loam, and frequently partaking of the
properties of both these soils.  The residue of
this belt of hardwood may be descnbed as hav-
ing a loamy soul, superimposed on red or white
sand, cach of these qualities being irregular in
1ts depth, and generully too shallow fur agri-
cultural purposes ; it 1s irequently broken with
rocks jutting its surface, and many places are
stony, particularly in the viunity of large lake .

When the portions of this Province now be-
ing settled become tluckly populated, I have no
doubt but the major part of this tract will be
found fit for settleiaent. This country 1s com-

aratively free from large swamps or morasses,
gut is diffusely supplied with lakes and nivers,
which must eventually be founcd of much 1mn-
portance in forming an internal nawvigation;
and when this country does become an object
of settlement, it can only be accomplshed.
with any degree of advantage, by ascending
some of the principal rivers (running into Lake
Huron) until coming into what might be consi-
dered Jhe first great table above Lake Huron,
and having once got on this table it will be
found easy to advance the settlement northerly
through the large lakes and tnbutary streams
on this table. The nvers chosen to ascend

ROUTE TO LAKRKE HURON.

shoull be as near Penctanguishine as could
practically be found, for winch purpose the
Moose River 12 well adapted.

The routes I have just mentioned are numer-
ous, and are generally preferred by the Indians;
they will have two paramount udvantages ; the
dh=tance 13 shurter than that by the hazardous
coast of Lake Huron, and they pass through
the only part of the country fit for settlement.

A large tract of the country explored, as I
have previous.y stated, 18 timbered with red
mne,and 1s situated cast of the dividing ridge, but
notwithstanding that 8 meagre soil does exist
on this section, it abounds with an almost in-
exhaustible forest, the resources of which, even
at the present period, form no inconsiderable
part of the revenue of the country, and which
must continue to increase in a ratio proportion-
ate to the facilities of floating or shipping it
off, and which can only arrive at its maximum,
wlen the waters of the Ottaw. are made navi-
gable.

The scenery of the Ottawa 1s not, perhaps,
cquniled, in pont of grandeur, by any portion
ot the Canadag, unless by that of the St. Law-
rence. JFrom Bytown to that part of the Ot-
tava knownas the *Deep River,” the Ottawa
tluws through a wide-spreading valley, and has
more the appearance ol a succession of large
lakes than that of a river. These lakes are
gencrally studded with groups of islands, and
udd much to the beauty of the landscape. Its
banks slope graually, in rear of which the land
can be seen to form two or three distinet tables,
and where the clearings adnut the view, they
appear an extended amphitheatre.

Pine1s the prevailing timber on the benks of
the Ottawa ; but it 1s generally mixed with
hardwoods as faras the Pittowwais, and the
soil between this place and Bytown ismostly of
the best quality. From Lake Chaudiere a
range of high lands, rucky 1n sppearance is dis-
tingwshable 1 a northerly direction on the
Lower Canada side. As we ascend the Otta-
wa the same range s frequently inview. At
Lake Coulonge 1t closes within three miles of
the Ottawa, and eventually joins it at the com-
mencement of the Deep River, and continues
to line 1ts northerly bank about 24 miles.—
Between Bytown and the northerly front of
Allumette Island, there are several settlements,
many of which appear in a flourishing condi-
tion ; there are also some scattered settlements
as far north as the Decp River,

The scenery of the Ottawa becomes decid-
edly changed, though not in point of beauty, at
the commencement of the Deep River. This
section forces 1ts course through a wide chan-
nel, and 1s perfectly straight about 24 miles;
its banks are slizghtly indented, and form 2
number of projecting points or head lands.—
The northerly shore, as already remarked, is
lined by o range of rocky lands, and elevated
about 500 feet above the river, The land on



