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whose exertions the French and Irish population of Lower Canada are indebted
for whatever means of education they have ever possessed, appear to be very
unwilling that the State should in any way take the instruction of youth out of their
hands. Nor do the clergy of some other denominations exhibit generally a less
desire to give to education a sectarian character, which would be peculiarly mis-
chievous in this Province, inasmuch as its inevitable effect would be to aggravate
and perpetuate the existing distinctions of origin. But as the laity of every
denomination appear to be opposed to these narrow views, I feel confident that
the establishment of a strong popular government in this Province would very
soon lead to the introduction of a liberal and general system of public education.

I am grieved to be obliged to remark, that the British Government has, since its
possession of this Province, done, or even attempted, nothing for the promotion of
general education. Indeed the only matter in which it has appeared in connexion
with the subject, is one by no means creditable to it. For it has applied the
Jesuits’ estates, part of the property destined for purposes of education, to supply
a species of fund for secret service; and for a number of years it has maintained
an obstinate struggle with the Assembly in order to continue this misappro-
priation.

Under the head of the Hospitals, Prisons and Charitable Institutions of Lower
Canada, I beg to refer to some valuable information collected, by my direction,
by Sir John Doratt, during the exercise of his office of Inspector-general of
Hospitals and Charitable and Literary Institutions, which will be found in
a separate part of the Appendix to this Report. I regret that the pressure of
more urgent duties did not allow me time to institute into these subjects so
searching and comprehensive an inquiry as I should have desired to make in other
circumstances. But there are some points brought under my notice by Sir John
Doratt, to which I think it important that the attention of Your Majesty’s Govern-
ment should be directed without delay. I advert to the existing want of any
public establishment for the reception of insane persons either in Lower or Upper
Canada; to the bad state of the prisons in general, and especially the disgraceful
condition of the gaol of the city of Quebec; to the defects of the quarantine
station at Grosse Isle; to the low and ignorant state of the medical profession
throughout the rural districts ; and to the necessity of a change in the system of
providing for the insane, the invalid poor, and foundlings, by payments of public
monies to convents for that purpose. It is evident that considerable abuses exist
in the management of several philanthropic institutions. I have adverted, in
another part of my Report, to the subject of pauperism, as connected with emigra-
tion ; and the evidence there cited is in some respects confirmed by the information
communicated by Sir John Doratt.

It is a subject of very just congratulation, that religious differences have hardly
operated as an additional cause of dissension in Lower Canada; and that a degree
of practical toleration, known in very few communities, has existed in this Colony
from the period of the conquest down to the present time.

The French Canadians are exclusively Catholics, and their church has been left in
possession of the endowments which it had at the conquest. The right to tithe is
enjoyed by their priests; but as it is limited by law to lands of which the proprietor
is a Catholie, the priest loses his tithe the moment that an estate passes, by sale or
otherwise, into the hands of a Protestant. This enactment, which is at variance
with the true spirit of national endowments for religious purposes, has a natural
tendency to render the clergy averse to the settlement of Protestants in the
seigniories. But the Catholic priesthood of this Province have, to a very remark-
able degree, conciliated the good-will of persons of all creeds; and I know of
no parochial clergy in the world whose practice of all the Christian virtues,
and zealous discharge of their clerical duties, is more universally admitted, and
has been productive of more beneficial consequences. Possessed of incomes
sufficient, and even large, according to the notions entertained in the country,
and enjoying the advantage of education, they have lived on terms of
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