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TURN OVER TO BRITISH 
BY GERMAN PRIZE CREW
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OWNERS STEAMER I
POUCE ARREST SUSPECT 

IN CONNECTION WITH FIRE 
IN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

CIDDin BRITAIN CITES 
ALARIAAA CASE 

AS PRECEDENT
ON MISSION TO

Bulletin—Ottawa, Feb. 5.—Fire has broken out in the 
large factory of Grant, Holden, Graham, Limited, Albert St., a 
firm which has large war orders. It Is still confined to the 
building, which is filled with tarpaulins, woollens and military 
uniforms.

KINC EBERTWas Pianist to Madame Edvina who Performed in Capital on Thurs
day Night—No Definite Charge, but Alleged He Had Incrim
inating Papers in Pockets—Ottawa Fire Chief Says “Fire Was 
Set, and Well Set”

U. S. Must Not Permit Change 

in Equipment or Crew of 

Appam,

Will be Accor* by Earl Bulletin—Ottawa, Feb. 5.—At 2.30 a. m. the fire in the 
Grant, Holden and Graham factory Is working towards Queen 
street, and other buddings; wholesale and retail houses and 
dwellings are in danger.

Bulletin—Ottawa, Feb. 5.—The sparks from the fire are 
fatting into Queen street and on the Citizen office building. 
The linotype machines have been put out ofbusiness owing to 
the fetid wires and all lights.are out.
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Premier and Hon. Mr. HazenDeath List Remains at Seven 
But Not Known Yet How 
Many More May be Buried 
Under Ruins of Budding.

GOVT. TO TAKE CONTROL
OF AU SHIPPING.Both Had Narrow Escapes CONTENDS PRUSSIAN

TREATY OF 1828 DEAD.t

Central Committee Will Hold 
Down Rates | and Perform 

Work Now Done by Freight 

Brokers 

Agents.

m.«EUT DUEL RES 
FROM BELGIUM TO VOSGES

Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 4—It is un
derstood that a man named, Strong 
has been ordered arrested at 
Wimdhor, Ont. by the Ottawa au
thorities on suspicion of being 
connected with the destruction of 
the parliament buildings.

Ool. Percy Sherwood. cblefl of 
the Dominion Police, was asked . 
regarding the report but he refus
ed to say anything at all on the 
subject. Strong left Ottawa last 
night by the C. P. R. train for 
Western Ontario and his appear 

‘«nee aroused suspicions. Special 
government agents were on the 
train as they are on every train 
today throughout the country 
which could be reached from Ot
tawa and they made a search of 
Strong with the result that pap
ers were found in his possession 
efcieh seemed to suggest some 
«♦u ngotlont with- the tire. Ottawa 
was ftotlfletf and Strong detained 
pending instructions.

Fire Chief Graham of Ottawa 
hoMfi strongly that the fire which 
destroyed the part lament build
ings was incendiary. He says 
undoubtedly, the fire was set. “It 
was set, and well set," he said to
day. “I distinctly heard five ex
plosions, the like of which) I never 
heard at a fire before. The ex
plosions were not even like or
dinary explosions of gun powder. 
They were like the explosions 
from shell. There was ndt the 
regular “bang" or “crash" that 
copies from a gunpowder explo
sion, but a sort of long singing 
"sM-t-i-l-n-g." A major of the en
gineers with me said “These 
certainly are shells."

“One of the policemen tdld me 
that the fire ran along the floors 
just like a prairie fire.

“Why when our men from No. 8 
station (back of the city hall) got 
to Elgin street they saw the 
smoke and | flames shooting forty 
or fifty feet above tiltie buildings."

Lifted Off Feet By Explosion

No Indication Yet that Wash

ington Intends to Change 

Decision to Let Germans 
Have the Appam-,

Shipping
v/

-•

Ixmdon, Feb. 4—Anr official commu
nication. made public tonight, says 
that Earl Curzon, lord privy seal, and 
Gen. Sir Douglas Haig, commander of 
the British .forces fllÊBB 
are to proceed' on A

Washington, Feb. 4.—In the name of 
the British owners of the steamer Ap
pam. Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, the Bri
tish ambassador, today lodged with 
the state department a formal request 
that the ship be turned over to the 
British consul under the terms of The 
Hague Convention.

Notice also was served that It would 
be In violation of International law If 
the United States permitted the Ger
man prize commander of the Appam 
either to increase the efficiency of that 
ship; add to her offensive power, or 
recruit his crew. Lieut. Berge has on
ly twenty-two men in his prize crew 
at present, a dumber insufficient to 
navigate a ship as large as the Ap
pam, accompliance with the British 
suggestion only on the latter point 
would effectually prevent the depar
ture of the Appam from Newport 
News.

On the Alabama case as a precedent 
the British contention is that any 
changes either in equipment or per
sonnel of the Appam which would, 
even in a limited degree, give her of
fensive power and enable her to prey 
on British commerce, would be a vio
lation of law for which the United 
States could be responsible.

Although the British government did 
not finally ratify The Hague treaty 
governing the conduct of neutrals in 
maritime warfare, it is held that most 
of that convention, and especially, the 
article under which the release of the 
Appam Is demanded, Is only a crystal
lization of principles of international 
law in existence before the conven
tions were drawn, and generally ac
cepted since.

In evidence of Its observance of the 
principle of denial to belligerents of se
questering prizes in neutral ports, the 
British government points to the 
Queen's proclamation of June 1, 1861, 
issued at the outbreak of the Civil 
War, when confederate privateers 
were preying freely upon the com
merce of the northern states. The Bri
tish government refused such prizes 
entry Into British ports, which Sec
retary Seward, declared to "he the 
death blow bf privateering."

The British contention is also that 
the old" Prussian treaty of 1828 is ob
solete. Nevertheless there *ae no in
dication today that the state depart
ment would altar Us view, that the 
Prussian treaty guarantees the prize 
to Geftiany and Secretary Lansing 
declared the only point to be cleared 
up was how long an interpretation of 
the treaty would permit the Appam 
to remain in an American port.

J OPPOSING FORCES HURLING TONS OF METAL AT EACH 
OTHER’S POSITIONS—LIVELY HAND GRENADE FIGHT
ING AROUND LOOS AND NEUVILLE.

on into continent, 
special mission to4L the King of the 'Belgian*, and that

à has left EnglandEarl Curzon 
for that purf

From Belgium to Qw .Voeÿ» niount-
ains the big guns of tooth the belliger
ent sides are hurling shells at oppos
ing positions, and In addition there 

‘has been considerable grenade fight
ing and sapping operations. The 
British artillery has shelled the Ger- 

trenches between the Somme

’London, Fen.
corning the recent remarks made by 
Walter Runolman, president of the

tngtott has fymally requested the 
United States government to turn 
over to the British owner» the steam
er Appam, 'lying at Newport News, 
in charge of a German prize crew. 
The ambassador asked also that the 
commander of the prize crew be not 
permitted to recruit a crew for the 
vessel, or increase her efficiency.

Iron Money in Vienna.
London, Feb. 4 (4.16 p,m.)—Accord 

ing to a wireless message from Vien
na, received here, the treasury office 
at Vienna has decided to follow the 
precedent set by Germany and emit 
currency for circulation.

Board of Trade, concerning the ship
ping and freight difficulty, the Nation 
say» that it is uhderstood that the 
government intepds to undertake gen
eral control over all shipping. This 
control, it adds, will not he on the 
same lines as the control of railroads 
and munitions manufacture, hut will 
provide for a central committee, — 
powered not merely to check the 
monstrous growth In rates, hut to do, 
upon a larger scale for the country as 
a whole what is done by freight brok
ers and shipping agents responsible 
for regulating the destination and 
use of vessels employed hi world 
trade.

London, Feb. 2 (Delayed by censor) 
—The DanJsh steamer Arnold Maersk, 
with a cargo of oil and bound from 
Savannah and Norfolk for Frederick- 
shaven has been taken Jnto Kirkwall.

HON. J. D. HAZEN
It was long, however, before lie 

could be induced to leave parliament 
hill. He stayed' with Mr. Hazen near 
Wellington street for over an hour 
and" finally was induced to go to the 
Chateau Laurier, where a meeting of 
the cabinet ifilndsters wag held.

Hon. J. D. Hazen had a very nar- 
He was the minister 

chiefly Interested in the debate on flab 
which was proceeding In the house, 
and he was so full of the subject that 
he was one of the last to pay heed to 
the warning cries that they were In 
danger.

When eventually he decided that he 
must make a rum for R, he found him
self with "Hon. A. K. MacLean, M. P. 
for Halifax, trying to get out of the 
door used by the sergeant-at-arms. 
That exit was impossible. Flames 
were roaring along that corridor.

Together they rushed for the door 
by which the Liberal members usual
ly leave the chamber when they are 
on their way to their headquarters in 
the west wing. But this exit was also 
Impossible. Then they dashed to
wards the Speaker's door, and' when 
they looked out the flames was spout
ing fitfully past and the air was thick 
with the dense smoke. They made np 
their minds that they had now to bat
tle for their lives or they were lost, 
■.nul putting their hands over their 
faoee to save their eyes they ran to
gether towards the main entrance. 
They succeeded hut It was a toatr- 
breath escape.

At q»c entrance Mr. Hazen met the 
prime minister and there was an ex
pressive reunion.

Md” Ancre rivers, and British sapera 
have countermined and destroyed by 
an explosion a mine crater held by 
the Germans north of Hulluch.

The Germans have heavily bombard
ed British trenches around Elver- 
dlnghe, to the northwest of Ypres, 
and near Loos, and Neuville have been 
engaged with the Entente Allies in 
lively hand grenade fighting. The 
French are Increasing their artillery 
fire at various points, especially in 
the forest of the Argcnne.

Except for an air raid toy the Aus
trians at Shumsk, in Volhynia, where 
numerous buildings were set on fire, 
nothing new has come through con
cerning the situation on the Russian 
and Best Galician fronts. Artillery 
duels still predominate along the 
Austro-Itallan line.

The Austrians are continuing their 
advance Into Albania, with Durazzo 
their immediate objective, and have 
captured the town of Kroya, some 
twenty miles northeast of Durazzo,, Is 
the place taken, as available maps 
show no such town as Kurya. The 
Vienna report says also that the 
Austrian vanguards have reached the 
Ishnl river, which floors to the south 
of Krols.

In West Africa the British report 
the capture of additional German 
forces by the French, and declare that 
strong French columns are moving 
toward the Spanish New Guinea, to 
which country the Germans recently 
were reported to be in retreat.

The British ambassador at Wash-

SIR ROBT. L. BORDEN
Special to The Standard

Ottawa, Ont, Feb. 4—The following 
account of the escape from the great 
fire of Sir Robert Borden and Horn. J. 
D. Hazen appears in today's Journal. 
Sir Robert Borden had no time to 
spare to reach safety. He was not in 
the chamber when the alarm was 
given, but was In hie room in the 
northwest corner of the new western 
wing. He Is far removed' from nioleee, 
but 'tie has at his door a faithful at
tendant, who notified him at opoe of 
the travelling flames.

Sir Robert had no time to get coat 
or hat, but when he saw that he was 
near being caught in a trap, he raced 
past the press room and made for the 
open space at the poet office. He 
was driven out of there in an Instant, 
however, and took up his stand at the 
head, of the main stairway of the en
trance hall.

The premier was the picture of woe. 
He kept asking the police and firemen 
regarding the safety of the various 
members of tihte house and he stayed 
there so long that at last he had to 
be requested firmly to leave the dan
ger zone. •

Mr. Haze/i One of Last to Leave
Hon. J. D. Hazen, who himself had 

a narrow escape, took him by the 
arm and led him out of the main en
trance. Some one gave him a coat 
and somebody else a that.

\ More Germans Surrender 
Ixmdon, Feb. 4—A British official 

commuhication Issued' tonight says:
“General Dobell, telegraptodnig from 

West Africa, says that eighty-five 
more armed deserters from the rem
nant of the German forces had sur
rendered to the French at the end of 
January, and that more are expetced. 
Strong French columns are moving 
south to the Spanish frontier of New 
Gulena. One of these columns is al
ready on, the left bank of the Nteo 
river. A column from Campo, it is 
reported, h^s already reached Ngoa, 
sixty miles from

ANOTHER 26TH 
MAN KILLED 

IN ACTION
the coast"

Quiet on French Front
Baris, via London, Feb. 4—The war 

office communication Issued tonigbit 
says:

“Hie day has been comparatively 
quiet Our heavy’ artillery shelled a 
column of infantry and some enemy 
convoys cratering the town of Roye.

"We have bombarded German or
ganisations in Champagne in the re
gion of Tahure and Mount Tetu, in 
the Argonne, in the sector of La Har- 
azee and Lorraine, on the front of 
Nomeny-Morvtlle.

"There is nothing Important to re
port from the rest of the front."

The experience of Clarence Jam
ieson, M. P. for Digby, N. S., was 
thrilling, but ft is also important 
ltfem the point of view that it may 
grovlde as direct evidence as can 
possibly be obtained regarding 
what occurred. He states posi
tively that he heard and experi
enced the effects of an explosion. 
"When the cry of fire was raised," 
said Mr. Jamieson today. “I was 

. sitting in my place in the house 
intent upon the discussion over 
fish. I was not in such a great 
hurry to get up as I might have 
been and I gathered up my pap
ers. I think my papers ora fish 
are valuable you know.

“Well, after I toad secured these 
valuable papers on fish, I decided 
to make ray exit by the southeast 
door, the one which Is nearest the 
main entrance.

“I was one of the last to leave, 
anti Just as I got out there was an 
explosion at the north end of that 
corridor. The flame of that ex
plosion so tar away singed my eye 
brows and moustache and I was 
thrown bodily as far as the glass 
doors.

Ottawa, Feb. 4.—The casualty list 
issued at midnight contains the names 
of the following from the Maritime 
Provinces:

Fourteenth Battalion. 
Seriously wounded—Benjamin E. 

Gtouals, Point Sapin, N. B.
Fifteenth Battalion.

Severely wounded—Joseph Lynch, 
Chatham, N. B.

Twenty-Sixth Battalion.
Killed in action—Gordon M. Morrell, 

Belleisle. N. B.

for the United States wthen taken off 
a tra^n. He will have to give an ao 
count of himeelf. He lie not the only 
one."

Ottawa, Feb. 4.—Today a shocking 
ruin marks the place where yesterday 
and for many yesterday's there stood 
the stateliest pile of Gothic architec
ture in North America.

All day today fire engines continued 
pumping water into the smouldering 
debris. Fumes of smoke, issuing from 
half a dozen points In the roofless 
ruin, show that the fire still smould
ers stubbornly, and it will likely 
smoulder so for days. Elsewhere the 
wreck is coated with Ice.

The building has been gutted com
pletely, with the exception of the 
offices in the extreme east and west, 
and these are flooded. Somewhere in 
the debris are the bodies of five men 
or more.

The five are:
Bowman B. Law, Liberal member 

for Yarmouth.
Jean Baptiste Laplânte, deputy 

clerk of the House of Commons.
Randolph Fanning, a post office em

ploye.
Alphonse Desjardins, a Dominion 

policeman.
A DesJardins, a plumber In the

House of Commons.
Bowman B. Law Is the one member 

of the House who lost fats life In the 
fire. He had spoken in yesterday's
debate, and had left the chamber with 
the Intention of visiting friends. He 
was never seen again. It is suppos
ed that he went to the room on the 
top floor occupied by the Nova Scotia 
Liberals, and that he died there, his 
escape being cut off by the fire and 
smoke which filled the staircase and 
elevator shafts.

Mr. Laplante occupied apartments 
on the second 'floor of the Commons 
wing, and went there from the cham
ber when the alarm was given. When 
last seen he "had his coat off and was 
endeavoring to collect and save his 
papers. This cost him his life.

The other three men were caught 
under the collapse of a tower wall In 
the northeast section of the building 
and could not be rescued.

In thê present condition of the 
ruins an effective seafeh for the bodies 
of the missing men is a difficult mat
ter. The wreckage is flooded vfith 
water In parts, choked with ice In 
others, and in other parts there Is 
still fire.

If a man at the 
front refuses to face 
the enemy you would 
call him a coward. 
Well?

FIRE IOIMO Oil 
TIER OFF CIE MCE 

101 ORDER MM"I bdlfeve the lire was of In- 
oecdiary origin." EOO CEIEBOOS GIFT TO 

MIC FOOD
(Canadian Press.)

Ottawa, Feb. 4.—An arrest was made 
b y the police at Windsor tonight of a 

suspected of having aet fire to 
, the iperktitnent buUdings. The man’s 

name 1a believed to be Charles Sitrony, 
pianist to Madtome Bvins, the

Ottawa, Feb. 4.—The marine depart
ment has received a message stating 
that a Head Line steamer has report
ed by wireless to the agent at Cape 
Race that the oil tanker Texas is afire. 
The position of the distressed vessel 
was not given.

Halifax, Feb. 4.—A wireless message 
from the steamer Siberian says that 
the fire on the. oil tanker Texas 4s un
der control, and the steamer v^th 
hatches battened down has resumed 

i her voyage.

mOttawa, Feb. 4—Messrs. .1. P. Mor
gan & Company, of New York, having 
subscribed twenty thousand! dollars to 
the Canadian Patriotic Fund, the min
ister of finance, honorary treasurer of 
tib» fund, has written Messrs. Morgan 
&. Company, expressing the warm ap
preciation of the fund for their gener* 
cnis donation.

1SB
capital with her company last night, 
He was supposed to be a Belgian, hut 
has a Teutonic appearance. "We have 
no definbee charge to make agatost 
him,” Col. Sherwood, chief , of Do
minion police, stated tonight, %ut the 

was at Ottawa, and was beading (Continued on page Î)
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M IN OTTAWA MUNITIONS PLANT 
OTHER BUILDINGS THREATENED\
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