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THE STAND

FAMOUS HOMKES
OF HISTORY

The Recent Dreadnought John
Recalls Some Other Earlier
Humorous Incidents--- Navy
a Favorite Victim. :

The recent Dreadnought hoax by
sham Abyssinian Princes was so well
planned and carried out that it will
probably go down in history as one ol
the smartest on record. It was not
the first time, however, that British
naval authorities have fallen victms
to the hoaxer. Only four years ago
# man in Spanish naval uniform pre
sented himself at the gate of Ports
wouth Dockyard, and asked for the
Cammander-in-Chief, Shown into the
offite he explained to the Admiral that
he \{a‘mv from a Spanish cruiser at
Cowesr on board of which a midship-
man was lyiug very ill, and his com
manding officer would be obliged if the
sick man could be in the
British Naval Hospital. The Admiral
at once ordered preparations to be
made at Haslar for the reception of
the midshipman. A Lieutenant asked

receive
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Of Closed Shops and
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the supposed officer to dinner at the |A GROWING

barracks, and afterward lent him £4,] KENTUCKY.

as he had no Eunglish money. Then| _ +
he took a cab and ordered the driver ]
to take him to a well-known hotel. 1t "' 'I f G M I |
afterward transpired that he did not ra' 0 reat 0“0 ODY\
2 3, that no midshipman was ill, {

1l that

@ no Spanish cruiser was at
Cowes,
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Coming Quadrennial Confer-
ence in South United States
will Report a Large Increase

, in Membership.

Montgomery City, Mo, April 22—
Bishop E, R. Hendiicks, of Kansas
City, Mo., who Is writing the address
of the College of Bishops of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, which
is to be read at the coming sixteenth
quadrennial General Conference of
this church in Asheviile, N. €., next
May, states that his figures show that
the church has increased its member-
ship since the last meeting of this
body 200,000,

This will be bright and encouraging

that the Methodist Episcopal Church
South was not holding its own, but
these figures given by Bishop Hend-
ricks show this is a mistake. It is
estimated’ by some that the member-
ship before these 200,000 were added
was between 1,700,000 and 1,800,000.
19,000 Churches.

about 19,000 churches and 5,000 local
preachers, and of the twelve bishops

|drennial Conference four have died;
namely, Bishops Tagart, Smith, Galla-
way and Ward. It is also stated that
this conference probably will not only

of these deceased members, but may
increase the bishops to fifteen
eighteen,

The next report shows there were

living at the last meeting of this Qua-

Been Avoided.

If Noah had understood hydraulic

e e S ) 5

Survey of tompiete Scene of Great Floods Shows
That Had Patriarch Possessed Knowledge of
Present Day Engineers Inundation Could Have

would thererore take what water they
ded by building & dam, and the peo-

fabis

engineering i of boat-buildl
an important chapter of history might
have been written very different. A
complete survey of the scene of the
great flood has recently been complet-
ed, which throws an interesting light
on it,

The skill of -modern engineers, it

news to all the 1,500,000 adherents of has been found, could readily have
this church throughout the United|prevented the inundation. The early
States. It has been stated by some

engineers, although they brought great
energy and perseverence to their
tasks, knew nothing of hydrostatics,
The recent survey of this region of
the valley of the Euphrates was made
by the new. Turkish Government,
which purposes building a great sys-
tem of irrigating canals  throughout
the historic region. The country was
surveyed by Sir Willlam Wilcocks, K.
C. M. G, assisted by twelve civil en-
gineers.

This “cradle of the human race,”

ple below would thereby be deprived
of their means of existence, There
was no strong central government to
regulate these irrigation projects, and
constant anarchy and warfare result-
ed. To make matters even Wworse,
when the dams broke, which was a
common occurrence, the people. living
downstream were literally flooded out,
and were obliged to flee for thelr
lives,

Full of Violence.

This condition of open warfare be-
tween the various sections of the val
ley is recorded in Genesis in the
words, “and the world became full of
violence.” There was no Government
to appeal to for protection. Each fam-
ily was obliged to look for itself. The
more far-sighted of the inhabitants,
in the lower valley realized that some
day when the Kuphrates River rose
unusually high the dams up stream
would break, and they prepared for
the worst. The situation may be
compared to that at Johnstown, Penn,,

elect four bishops to take the places

or

probable the site of the Gérden of
Kden has been carefully measured
and plotted. It is proposed to utilize
several of the ancient canals, or at
least their courses, and, by extending
them amd introducing modern engineer

except that the country along the Eu-
phrates was low and flat, and the
water would rise more slowly.

Noah was one of the far-sighted
ones who prepared for the coming
flood. The ark was built, it is believ-
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part in the debate
at the appointed time, but the Speaker
did not call upon him to speak, and,
haying arisen again during the even-
ing without success, he approached
the CMair, had an explanation with the
Speaker, and produced the letter-

which was a hoax concocted by so-
called witty members on his own
side.

But although M. P.'s appreciate fun,
they are not so addicted to practical
jokes as are the members of the dra-
matic profession, And among the
latter the late J. L. Toole, during the
whole of his active career, delighted
hugely in hoaxing his friends. Some
years ago, accompanied by the late
Sir Henry Irving, he visited Canter-
bury Cathedral, and proved to be un-
known to the guide. They were shown
the spot where Becket was slain.
«“Becket?" queried Toole, with an air
of innocence, intent upon one of his
jokes, “Who was he?” The guide ex-

Such shrinkages

plained. “Oh,” cried Toole, with a
sly look at Irving, “I thought he was an
actor!” The fun was continued in
similar strain, and
never allowed to discover that he

been hoaxed. Now and then Toole|ducts.
himself was the victim of a hoax. |pay the expenses of the International
The late Joseph Hatton used to relate | Institute of Agriculture
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showed | his connection with it.
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The United States May Stop
Speculation so Far as Agri-
cultural Products are Con-
cerned at Small Expense.
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States Government perceived the dan-

remain a private monopoly. There-
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to Rome, there to be reissued by tele-
graphic bulletins to all parts of the
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reuation of the things of exchange,
Commenting on this
situation, Mr. Lubiln sald the other
“Surely in all the sources of

that of a nation that deliberately per-
mits this evil monopoly to réemain in
the hands of private interests uncheck-
ed, uncontrolled. To permit this a
nation must shut its eyes to the great
serlés of wrongs which must follow
wrongs which,
springing from thig hidden source, per-
in every direction,
until the entire body politic, the stom-
ach, as it were, of the nation, becomes
deranged, and with the stomach the

It s due to an accident that the
headquarters of the institute are at
In search of health, Davia
Lubin some years ago left California,
and remained in Italy, where his fall-
ing strength geemed fer a while to
return. A successful, energetic busi-

i n health,
to remain inactive. 8o he began to

in the air about an international crop
reporting agency. He Interested Pres-
ident Roosevelt, and was glven some
official status, and gradually he spread
his propagande among other mations.

(Germany, Italy, Austria
and Belglum have lsl{n in line, and

which he says he has

slon.

thus | jeal exclusively with

gems.
hiding
one of the many
of Texcoco.

than

taken no action in the matter.

case under consideration.

vault in the city of Mexico.

sion to hunt for the treasures of the
Aztec emperors, the whereabouts of
discovered
through an Aztec codex in his posses-

In this document, which is said to
the hidden
wealth, there is reference to pots or
pure gold, solid gold chains, the dia-
dems of the Montezumas and a fab-
ulously rich necklace of gold and
precious chalchiuhuites—the rarest of
According to Mr. Kenyon their
place is also indicated, being
caves in the vicinity

So far the Mexican govenrment has
Senor
Sierra, Secretary of Public Instruction,
has advised Leopoldo Batres, Inspector
of Archaeological Affairs, to take the
The latter
and Mr. Kenyon had a conference at
San Juan Teotihuacan, the results of
which have not been published. In
the meantime the Aztez codex in ques-
tion has been placed in the strongest

In order to reach the cave in which

proach one another, the country is flat
and at the mercy of the flood. Near
this point the Euphrates divides into
geveral tributaries, some ‘of which
actually reach the Tigris, although
the main channels of the rivers are
well apart. It is recorded in Genesis
that “out of Eden came a river which
watered a garden, and from thence
it was parted and became four heads,”
The four heads have been definitely
traced by Sir Willilam Willcocks.
Now in time of flood, when the wat-
ers of the Euphrates rise each year,
the water follows the river channel
until it reaches this point, when it
breaks its banks and inundates the
great flat lands of delta below it.
Noah’s flood was an unusual uprising
of this kind. To control this water
and utilize it for irrigating purposes
the early people built a series of dams
at this point. They were built of
earth and were primitive in form.
The population of the entire valley
naturally needed water to cultivate
their land. Those living up stream

3,000,000 acres of land into cultivation
in Mesopotamia, and eventually this
will be increased to 6,000,000 acres,
It is estimated that the great area
over which Noah, floated in the arR
will soon be made to bear more tham
2,000,000 hundredweight of cotton, and
1,000,000 tons of wheat a year,

VATICAN 15 ANGERED
BY ABBOT'S STATEMENT

Rome, April 14—The Vatican has
authorized a statement with reference
to a call made by Abbot Lawrence
Janssens, one of the most learned
Benedlf'tmes and secretary of the con-
gregation of religious affairs, on exe
President Roosevelt on the evening
of the latter's departure from Rome,

the treasure is said to be hidd

nel in a mountain.

of gold
share.

found

the quantity of gold stored

castle

made from the magu
There is a great

data regarding this treasure.

Aztecs

smiths and made jewelry
beauty. ‘The palaces

\| zumas had many
and ceilings of

n, | with gold, and
theéutensils in the
T e e

that material,

will be necessary to drive a long tun-
Mr. Kenyon has
offered to the Mexicon government all
finds of archaeological value that may
be made, being content with the pots
and the gold chains as his
As several capitalists are be-
hind the venture it is surmised that
in the
mountains must be very large. The
treasure hunters have been extremely
reticent on this point. The only state-
ment they have made regarding the
codex is that it is written on papyrus
ey plant.

deal of historical
The| it is now generally believed that the |}
were expert gold miners and

great
of the Monte-
chambers, the walls
which were sheathed
even common cooking

After the taking of the city by the
it ish Cortez d many shiploads Abbott J did no¢ ‘find Mr.
Roosevelt at home, but left his card,
on which he wrote in French that he
desired to congratulate Mr. Roosevelt
for the constant support given to his
order and the Catholic church in gen.
eral in America during his “glorious
career” as president, which he hoped
wo'l"‘l:d :’oon be resumed.

e Vatican's statement says: *
holy father has highly dlsau;ove;ln:;
Father Janssens’ initiative toward Mr.
Roosevelt, as cabled through the As-
sociated Press, as this act of his evi-
dently lends itself fo an “interpreta-
tion offensive to.the holy father, Fa.
ther _Jannsens acted through his own'

without any authorization
n': nu:{a one whatever.”

e statement further emphasiz
the Vatican policy, which, topu::hl‘::
own words was that “it did not wish
Mr. Roosevelt to bracket the pope
with ofher more or less royal person-
ages he will boast of having hunted

ot' gold, silver and precious stones to
be sent to Spain, although most of the
treasure had even then disappeared.
When the Aztec empire had fallen ,in-
to the hands of the conquistadores they
took up the hunt for the treasure with
the lust for riches that characterized
them and their comquests, but failed
to locate it for the reason that the few
who knew its whereabouts had either
perished in the siege of the city or
conld not be rendered communicative
Those suspected of this intelligence
were subjected to the most cruel tor-
tures, but from them no information
was extracted.

hundreds of men it must have taken to |
transport the gold were killed after
they had finished their task and that
the few officials of the Astec govern-
ment who knew of the hiding place
kept thelr secret in spite of all the

kitchens are said to
of

tortures they suffered at the hands of
the ““"3‘- in Burope after his African hunt
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