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‘SOCIETIES AMONG THE STUDENTS CF

ACADIA,
$ The work the student does in preparation for kctures of
the clas room, in collateral reading, and in efforts to re-

duce 1o written form the sesults of his study must always
e the principal part of Wis education  He must cducate
hemaedl 10 the student really works m; can do
s for hien; but the essential part is the ‘every day in-
dogendent eflurt okdde student himsell, b
But in addition 1o the regular studies of the course there
s provision for belping the student to use his knowledge
and to prepare biw for leadership when he leaves college.
fo personal study he gains power | in college societies he
Senzns how 1o use his power  And this knowledge is be-
yond all price.  For unless aman can impart his knowledge
and so relate himselt to his fellows as to help them, his
aducation loses balf its value. Power is not enough ; power
must be related to be worth anyth'ng. The energy of
Ningara is useless until it is w0 related to machinery as to
B0 some of the world's work. The study of human puture
a8 gmbodied in his fellows is the complement of the student’s
paving over books. Now the student life at Acadia is or-
gamized 50 as to provide for the exercises of the gifts of all.
The first of the societies named in the calendar is the
Aiadia Athenacum “The object of this society is the im-
provement of the students in debate and public speaking.
The laws and regulations of the society are subject to ap-
proval of the faculty. Besides its weekly meetings arrange-
sments are made for a course of public lectures during each
college year. The society has under its control a reading
soom furnished with a selection of newspapers, provincial
and foreign, and other periodicals.” - In this society aum-
bers of dur public men have cultivaled their powers of
- gpraking yand obtained fthe facility of expression and the
ability to ihink on their fest by which they wield a potent
influence. And the power of speaking is not apparent-
ly waving. Within recent years the students of
Acsdia have met students of other colleges in
public debate and have always done credit to them-
selves. 1a only one case have they failed to win a decision
i their favor  Wa have also to remember that a larger
sumber of the groduates of the last twenty years have dis-
tinguished themselves in the pulpit and in the courts of
taw, and in legislative halls, showing that the older grad-
wites have worthy sucosssors.  All this proves the value of
the debi ting society. We hops the students will avail
themedved of the opportunity offered and that every man
who takes his B. A. will be able to take his part in public
assemblies is an e 'ucated myn and as a citizen. Not all
will becime arators. 1t is not y that all should
win fame for public speaking. Dut amanis at a disad-
vantage who cannol give expression to his views on mattess
aflecting the public wellare :

The second department of organized College life named
in the Calendar s the Acadia Ahletic Association. 1a the
phdes days of the Cullege the students took their exercise in
walking over the bills of Horton. But “old um-Q are
chaagel. old mansers gone ” Now “a large and convenient
campas @ver sbundant opportanities for Athletic games in
the Spwing and Autiuns. There is also on  the University

MESSENGER AND VISITOR

men in the Tntercollegiate Competition beld in §t. Jobn &
few weeks ago.

A College Young Men's Association has been formed and
is in a flourishing condition, At present there are about
ninety b Addre deli d thly before
this society by clergymen invited for the purpose. The
Executive C ittee of this Association publishes in the
summer vacation of each year a College Hand Book con-
g a large of usefulinformation.” The young
woemen of the college also have formed an Association
similar in aim to that of the young men. Under its direc-
tion in addition'to regular meetings/a prayer service is
held every Sunday morning of the college year. Acadia is
visited during the year by representatives of the Interna-
tional College Y. M. C. A, who give much encouragement
and stimulus by their reports of Christian work in other
colleges the world over. Acadia has for several years been

P d at the T gs at Northfizld, Mass.,
aod the evangelical spirit is strengthened by the reports
of the delegates.

The Acadia Missionary Society, dear to the graduates of
of many years, holds public monthly meetings. “Its. aim
is to cultivate interest in Missionary work, and especially
to gain information respecting Christian Missicns in foreign

ands.” 1t has been the means of leading young people to
enter on service as foreign missionaries.

The Propylaeum is “a society composed of the young
ladies in the Arts course. The meetings are held on Friday
afterncon. The exerciges consist of studies and discussions
on assigned topics,. O | public entértaioments of a
social and literary chasacter are given by the Society.”

W hile literature and religion sre cultivated by the
societies here named, Science is not forgotten. “A King's
county branch of the Nova Scotia Institute of Science has
beeo organized in Wollville and holds monthly meetings in
the college library, The purpose of the Society is to
encourage the study of focal Natural History, axd to  dis-
semin ute scientific knowlege of a general character,”

“Prayer meetings, conducted by the students, are regular-
Iy held on Sunday morning &nd on Wednesday evening
throughout the college year, These religious meetings have
been maintained ever since the founding of the College. All
students are required to be present at morning prayers, and
also to attend public worship regularly on the Sabbath.”

‘The maintenance of the foregoing Societies shows the
presence of a strong current of intellectual and moral Jife
for the continuance of which ths ‘societies theniselves are
almost sufficient guarao tees. The students of Acadia seem
to be thorpughly organized fr the promotion of an interse
and manifold life.

THE FREE CHURCH SITUATION.

The more the condition of things brought about by
the recent decision of the Privy Couneil in reference
to the Free Church of Scotland is considered the more
remarkable—not to say inexplicable—does that de-
cision appear. Some idea of the present situation may
be gathered by the following statement contained in a
London despateh to the New York Evening Post :

“In Edinburgh 28,000 worshippers are deprived of
churches, 55 ministers ocoupy their homes on sufferance,
and the victorious minority has not a single minister
withiu a radius of twenty miles to #ill the gap. In
Glasgow a hundred and three congregations,
with seventy thousand membership, are 'spiritually
houseless,while their pulpits have to be supplied by the
Presbytery of Wee Frees, consisting of two ministers
only, resident in Glasgow. Duad Aberdeen, indeed
most of the Scottish centres are in similar predicament.
Wee Frees is preparing to take over the Glasgow and
Aberdeon theological colleges, though they have not a
single professor. Magnificent Free Church missions,
involying an amnual expenditure of $250,000 and 304
European and 344 native missionaries pass to twenty-
eight Highland ministers, who have neither funds nor
migsionaries. Parlisment is just rising, with more
thought of grouse shooting than the Church erisis, and
will do nothing. No way out has yet been suggested,
boyond the temporary expedient of an emergency fund,
which has already reached a hundred and eighty
thousand dollars.”

= goounds o luge and well equipped Gymoasium. From the
foost of Novomber 10 the first of April the students have
wegulir gymasstic doill yader the dimctor of the Gymnas-
b, de May of each year a public field day is held.”

Bowe well informed people think too much attention is
ghvmn in the large Usiversitios to foot-ball and other formg
of Ablotics. We are of this op sion.  Dut there is a use as
wall g a0 abaw ol College #thletics. And we think Acadia
i ul has the wse with the abw e reduced 1o & minimum,
it bulng wirderstood that soms who go 10 College will be
principally kaows as athletes. The situation of the college
s oes of comparative isolation and 80 match games that
”“M“‘ lr ' Im' '“' mlt
while enough competition 1s available 9 keep up earnest-
wew in practice.  The instruction of m—? :‘k the
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1t app that the vietorious Highland ministers re-
fuse to surrender any part of what the judgment of the
House of Lords has given them in trust funds snd build-
ings except on the condition that the majority retrace
the whole dootrinal progress involved in union with
the United Presbyterian Churoh.

The Outlook in commenting upon the declsion of the
House of Lords in this oase says: ‘' The decision is to
the effect that the Free Church which made that costly
sacrifies in 1848 to free itself from control by the State,
did not thoroby free iteelf from the right of the State
to hold It to its anclent ; thast by modifica-
tion of these and union with ancther branch of the
Presbyterian body it has destroyed its identity; that ©
consequontly a ministry who spiit from It in- protest
against those ohanges,

" ings help us to work  Aungbilne
Mr. Kelly that & n¢
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of the entire property of the church.” If such a de-
cision is law, 1t is hard to see how it can be in accord-
-ance with justice and common sense. It would be jus-
tice that the Free Church minority which refused union
with the United Presbyterian Church should receive a
share of the invested fands of the church proportion-
ate to their numbers, but in right and reason they
could hardly ask for more. 1f the change in the views
of the majority had been a sudden one, and all the
funds of the charch had been pontributed on the under-
standing that they would be used to promote the prin-
ciples held by the minority the case would be difterent.
Bat it cannot be fairly claimed that this is the ocase,
and It must be regarded as gross injustice that the ma-
jority should be  arbitrarily deprived of funds
which they and their fathers have contributed, simply
because they do not in all respects hold the views
which were held by the Free OChurch ' fifty or
sixty years ago. The Iinjustice is the more
apparent when it is considered that the small re-
mnant which by the deeision of the House of Lords has
been put in possession of all the funds and buildings of
the Free Church is guite incapable of administering the
trust. They have no ministers to fill the pulpits, or
professors to man the colleges, or missionaries to carry
on the missions, and so far as these enterprises are de-
pendent upon populae supp they will of course be
also without funds.
The British Weekly in a long editorial on “The Scottish
church case says : “They [The sufferers] know, as their
fathers in Scotland have known, that the visible reward of
fidelity is often nothing but pain and beflled hope. Tihey
know also that if the crisis is met with faith and firmness
the result will be a precious addition to those old .records
of constancy which are the reserve force of humanity. It
has seemed oftentimes that on these the church of the
martyrs and the church of the martyr of martyrs has sus.
tained her life. Very soon defensive and perative
energies will find free play, and the prospect will brighten."”
Dr. Nicoll, if we do not mistake his meaning, has some-
what against the Scottish church because it has not come
up to the help of the English non-conformists in their
struggle on the Education question, so fully as it should.
He says: “It has been spid that no individual, no family,
no nation has ever so greviously erred or transgressed so
deeply as the great Christian church. . There have been
doubtless in the Free churches, as in all churches, things to
mourn over. It has seemed to some whighave watched her
with friendliest eyes that tliere have been signs of that dry
rot of the minds noble temrer which often comes of
prosperity and ease, a gentel indifference 1o the great issues
of the present, and the hard fights that are being fought
for righteousness. Whether this be so or not, the Free
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churchmen have come to a crisis where justice
is the fist and last word, and they have
fearned  beyond  the  -possibilitiy  of  forget-

fulness that indifference to righteousness in one cause pro-
motes unrighteousness in all. Nor will they forget that a
church’s life is not in the abundauce of things it possesses..
It can dispanse with numbers, with wealth and with world-
ly honor. Indeed the church has never been so strong as
when it looked to Christ alone. If the ministers rise to
the call, their people will stand by them to the end. Rats,
of course will run."”

. » - »
THE SCENE OF JUDSON'S IMPRIS-
ONMENT.

The life of Adoniram Judson, one of the most interésting
of all biographies, has few parts more thrilling than the
account of his sufferings while going . impri
In Rev, E. M. Kelly's report to the Missionary Union ‘there
is n reference to the place and its present condition.

AungeINLE.—*This is the oldest outstation of the field.
The historical interest of this village as the prison. site of
Dr. Judson's sufferings has, always attracted visitors. In
1888 | was so fortunate as 1o obtain by purchase for the
Union the compound in which the prison stood, a compound
in which Dr. Judson and Mrs. Apn H. Judson verified the
power of the Gospel of Christ to give in this our day the
noble and heroic strength of the martyrs. In 1899 the mon-
astery on the land where it was purchased was burned to
the ground. ~ We not only mournsd the loss of this inter-
esting building, but have been unable to rebuild. In Jan.
uary of this year two generous Baptist travellers and their
families visited Aungbinle, Mr. Ambrose Swasey of Cleve-
land, Ohio, and Mr. Edward Canby, of Dayton, Ohie. Un-
solicited they gave me $800 to build bere & suitable brick
chapel as a prison site memorial and a house for a native
preacher. The two buildings were erected and a front
fence placed on the compound and the whole place put in

order. It seems like & model outfit for an outstation. On
Sept. 13 the chapel was dedicated with  pleas-
aot and appropriate services. Mareng The Nyo,

A. T. M, of Maodalay, gave the furniture and
entertained the gatheting for the day. The fur-
niture given is worth more than $80, These new build-
from vantage ground.”.
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