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Koodesberg Drift does not say whether 
Gen. Babingtoo finalSy jointed -Gen. 
Macdonald, but the word “combined” 
seems to indicate that he did so.

iery, forcing the withdrawal of both 
the train and the troops to Chieveiey.

Reported Abandonment of Kopje. .
Boer Head Laager, Ladysmith, Feb. 

8.—The British, who were in possession 
of the kopje at Molen’s «Drift, abandoned 
it after a bombardment by Boer cannon 
this morning and retired; across the Tu- 
geia River.

A desultory cannonade is proceeding at 
Tngela tms morning, but Otherwise all, 
is quiet.

AGAIN SOUTHTEN MILES
O-FROM LADYSMITH OF THE TUGELABULLER’S TASK.
o

London Times on the Work the General 
Has Accomplished.

-o-

On Wednesday Buller Moved More Artillery 
and Troops Across the 

Tugela River*

SOME W ffckWt GUNS IN POSITION

London, Feb. 9.—The Times is an edi
torial dealing with Gen. Sutler's task, 
says:

“The problem before him Is unques
tionably most difficult. We can’t be sur
prised or disheartened should he be un
able to solve it with success. His task 
is not merely to force a way through the 
Boer lines to Ladysmith, that operation 
would . 1* formidable: enough, but ,it 
wotftd èéî easy compared with .the one he 
must perforin1' ft liiVge stferfegeticnf re^ 
stilts are to foltow." He must ieSfct s 
crushing defeat upon the Boer army. 
Unless he can drive Into the Drakenberg 
or otherwise destroy that army, the re- ( 
lief of Ladysmith can hardly be accom
plished with safety.' We' await the is
sue of the operation with great anxiety.”

EHsewhéte the-Times comments on the 
fact " that Buller is “playing his part in 
the general scheme which is -being co
ordinated by Lord Roberts." It says on. 
this point: “The British public is still 
kept in ignorance of the whereabouts of 
soiüe 25,000 troops, and developments 
may be expected. It is difficult to be
lieve that the Boers are equally ignorant 

; gyle Highlanders, advancing along the ! of the disposition of the British forces.
! plain in a westerly direction, found the The Same of war will, however,
' Boers entrenched at a small drift. shortly ** be*nil and we may confidently

An engagement followed, lasting two 
whole days.

Gen. Macdonald now only required* 
sufficient troops in order to completely 
surround the Boers.

Gen. Babington was dispatched from

Route to Ladysmith Was Impracticable and 
on Wednesday Buller Decided 

to Retire*mm mm. i

I
Boers Attack the British Position at Kcoders- 

berg Drift—An EngageountWhich 
Lasted Tué Days. GEM. ilACMWALD’S BRftLIANT TACTICS

Koodersberg Drift, Feb. 8.—The Boers 
yesterday made a determined effort tq 
drive the British from a hill command
ing the drift. Mounting two seven-pound
ers at the northern extremity, they shell
ed the position intermittently the whole 
day. *

The Seaforth Highlanders gained a 
position on the rocky summit and kept 
up a sustained fire, but suffered from the 
shelling. A battery was sent and it suc
ceeded in silencing the Boer fire. 

Meanwhile two companies of the Ar-

Partkula/s of the Retirement—The Invas on of the Free State 
--Activity in Cape Colony—Preparing for 

the Advance. .

Bombardment of Boer Trenches Believed to Be in Progress 
. —Report From Burghers' Camp Says the British

•Have Recreated—-Fighting in Cape Colony.

j lieved is again current to-day. The war 
office say they have no confirmation of < 
the report.

(Associated Press.) tematic activity on the part of all the 
London, Feb. 10.—Lord Roberts’s cam- forces. On this basis Buller’s move may 

paign remains an inscrutable mystery. on*y 'be a repetition of Macdonald’s and 
He has gone to the front with Kitchener French’s, 
and the foreign military attaches have 
started from Capetown to join him awaiting the completion of plans is an
thère, but nobody outside of the inner- | other strong reason for believing Buller 
most, circles of the war office knows riever intended to make the main ad-

(Associated Press.)

London. Feb. 9.—There is still no news 
of Buller’s doings to-day or yesterday.

A dispatch, dated Frere Camp, Thurs
day, February 8th, but probably written 
with the advanced lines on February 7th, 
and sent by runner to Frere, says: “The 
forces of the enemy are on both our 
flanks, and continued to render our posi
tion extremely difficult to maintain.”

Beyond the fact that Buller devoted 
Wednesday to bringing more artillery 
and troops across the Tugela, nothing is- 
known of his movements, but that he 
badly needed reinforcements is evident 
from the foregoing from Frere.

Waiting for Artillery.
It is still more patent that it is impos

sible for him to advance till the artillery 
have been enabled to take up forward 
positions for the purpose of subduing the 
Boer guns on both flanks.

Upon the length of time occupied in 
this operation depends the duration Of 
tien, 
sive.

| It is reasonable to suppose that the 
guns and reinforcements were in position 
yesterday, and that another attempt to 
advace is now progressing, or at least 
that bombardment, preliminary to the ac- 
Itual movement of the troops, is in pro
gress.
I In the meanwhile news is awaited with 
[very great eagerness, not mixed with 
[anxiety.
I Almost all the critics now point out 
Ithat the mere pushing through to Lady- 
Ismith without securing a decisive vic
tory on their way would only add danger 
Ito what is already a critical situation.

Boers at Dornkloof.

o
EXPERTS ON THE SITUATION. : Mr. A. J. Balfour’s statement abouto

Buller is Thought to be Forcing His Way ! 
Through Boer Lines.

-»
| vance Via Vaal Krantz,1 but was acting 
' under Roberts.

London, Feb. 9.—The military experts 
are spending their energies just at pre
sent to .figuring out, from the.

where the front is.hope that the period of reverses is draw
ing to an end.” The theories of the military writers 

for the London papers are that Gen. j 
Baiter’s movements of the last few days 
were simply in the nature of feints to 
keep the Boers watching him, while oth
er «positions of the army were advancing 
elsewhere. These are based on the fact 
that Kelly-Kenny was reported a fort
night ago to be at Rosemead, and from 
rumor it has been generally assumed 
that the sixth division would co-operate 
with Generals Gatacre and French in 
clearing the Orange River district, and 
opening the way for invasion of the

It is also curious that the news of 
Buller’s retirement first came from the 
Boer laager near Ladysmith, and that 
the British correspondents were freely 

1 allowed to send dispatches before any- 
| thing from Buller was published.

The unusual appeal by Bennett Bur
leigh, war correspondent of the London 
Daily Telegraph, asking the public to 
suspend judgment and rely on Bullet 
also has considerable significance. On 
the other hand Buller’s recent speech te 
his troops, in which he said he hoped 
to be in Ladysmith within a week, tends 
some people claim, to throw donbt on 
the that he has only been demon
strating in force.

omeagre
news given out by the War Office, just 
what Gen. Roberts and his chief asaist-

THE DEFENCE OF MAFEKING
o

Conducted by Telephone—Col. Badeu- 
Powe'.l’s Ingenious Scheme for 

Protecting Inhabitants.
ants are doing in South Africa. What 
puzzles them is the silence of the War 
Office. Modder River with a large force of cav

alry and two horses batteries, but failed | London, Feb. 9. An interesting letter
to reach here, although he started early has been received from Co1' BademPow- 

. . ,, - ell telling how he conducts the defence
m the day to enable h,m to get here q{ Mafe]dng by telephone. • He made

himself a bombproof- mound in the centre

o
Forcing His Way.

It is figured out that Gen. Buller is
not attempting to turn the Boer posi
tion. He is seeking to - break his early this afternoon.

This morning the infantry still remain
ed in the old position.

Lord Methuen ordered a retirement toi 
Modder River, which is now proceeding. 

The British losses were 50 men.

way
through the Dutch lines by means of his 
hammering power o‘f artillery. During 
the first three

of the town.
“Here I sit in my bomb-He says:

proof bureau writing these letters. 
Around me is telephone communication 
with each one of my outposts. At each

days, artillery fire from 
36 guns at one point and 72 at another '

Free State, on the lines of Buller’s ori-were concentrated upon the enemy’s en
trenchments. Gen. Buller was not in a. 
hurry, but wag content with BofiBng the 
position taken by Lyttleton’s and Hild- 
yard’s soldiers, and with moving his 
guns across the river to support them.

Ten Miles From Ladysmith.
The wedge had been driven in only 

short way, but it was in the direction, 
of Ladysmith, which was not more than 
ten miles from the advanced British 
position. If it could be hammered for
ward another five miles, White would 
be enabled to co-operate with Genu Bul-

one of the outposts n telescope keeps gjnaj pjan 
Reported Repulse of Plumer. ^ estant watch on the Boer outposts and 

V Pretoria, Monday, Feb. 5.—Col. Plum- çuns. As soon as it is seen which way 
ef’s force on February 2nd attacked the their fire is about to be directed, the

wire communications send word and the 
bell, with which each defensive quarter 
is provided, clangs in that part of the 
town where the shell is about to fall.
All in the open at once go to ground like

The March to Bloemfontein.
Gen. Tucker has also been reported at 

Modder River, and this has been the 
basis of another theory that the seventh 
division would follow him, that Kimber
ley would be relieved, and that the army 
would march across the country to 
Bloemfontein.

The third theory has assumed that th> 
Free State would be invaded from the 
Orange River bridge, Belmont, Faure- 
smith and Springfonfein, being the im
mediate objective points, and the cutting 
of the communications of the Dutch 
forces south of the river being the strate- 
getical advantage.

From Madder River,
Boer position near Ramonsta, and after 
heavy fighting, including an endeavor to 
take the place by storm, the British were 
Repulsed. Their loss is unknown.

London, Feb. 9.—The dispatch from rabbits.” '

Latest news from Modder River 
shows that Macdonald’s retirement from 
Koodersberg was effected in complete or
der. The most reasonable explanatioea

of his movement is that it was under- . 
taken more to restore the confidence of 
the Highlanders, still nervous from their 
ferrjble experience at Magersfontein, 
than to gain any important objective.

With this important unit Gen. Meth
uen’s force is rehabilitated for attack on 
Cron je, and an attempt to relieve Kimr 
berley i8 looked for, more than likely 
superintended by Roberts, while the 
seventh division and part of French’* 

A late dispatch from-Sterkstroom says cavalry are occupied in a turning move- 
that the. standing British patrol, cor- ment east of Jacobsdorf.

1er.

WKd
RUMORS OF RETREAT.

From Boer Lager—War Office Have No 
Information. Patrol Captured.

oAnother Frere Camp dispatch says a 
Boer prisoner asserts that the burghers 
expected Buller to cross at Dornkloof s 
Drift, and that thousands of Boers were 
being posted at Dornkloof to oppose such 
,a passage, while on the captured hill 
there were only a few hundred Johan- 
nesburghers.

This tends to increase the anxiety of 
[those who believe Buller has scarcely be- 
Igim the serious part of his advance, 
[though encouragement is gleaned from

London, Feb. 9.—6:40 p.m.—Up to the 
present, the war office had evidently 
heard nothing of a retreat by Gen. Bul
ler, as described in the dispatch from, the 
Boer head laager.

When shown the Boer dispatch the 
officials appeared utterly dumbfounded. 
Apparently they had not the least suspic-. 
ion of the possibility of such an outcome 
of the operations.

sisting of a sergeant and six men of 
Brabant’s Horse at Brown’s farm, 
surprised and captured early on Wednes
day prior to the Boer attacks on the 
Pênboek and Bird’s river- camps.

The relief sent from Penboek blunder
ed on 300 Boers. One man of the Capo 
Mounted Police, whose horse was shot, 
was captured, but the others escaped.

A Frenchman, supposed to be a spy, 
was captured and brought to Sierks-

Boer Activity.
A dispatch from Rensberg, dated Fri

day, 9th, reports much aggressive activ
ity against all the British reconnoitering, 
and declares the Boers are in no sense 
surrounded at Colesberg, but are simply 
held in check by a series of camps form
ing a semi-circle from east to west.

The Boers, it is added, are still is 
possession of the lines of communication

was

CREAMIt is said on reliable authority that 
Gen. Buller’s dispatçh announcing Mon- BAKING

POWDER
with the Free State and hold strong 
positions around Colesbnrg. 

i During the morning of the 9th a bom- 
London, Feb. 10.—2 p.m.—Gen. Buller bardment with lyddite occurred at Rens-

the news that the heavy naval guns, af
ter repeated attempts during which the ,da^ s arw^ Tuesday s movements, was par- 
mules rolled down the hill, have succeed- ' t'eu^arly hopeful. He described the po- 
ed in reaching the summit of Zwarts sition gamed as effective, so the news of 
Kop, whence they are doing excellent another retirement is exceedingly bitter

to the British, and though it comes from

troom camp.
Buller’s Retirement.

is once more south of the* Tugela River, berg, and -the Boers’ Maxim-Viekers are 
and Gen. Macdonald is back at the believed to have been silenced. A dozen 
Modder River. Yet to-day’s news by no dead Boers were found on the kopjes, 
means causes the acute disappointment 
attendant on the failure to relieve Lady
smith. This can be attributed to three

[practice.
Boer sources, there is little, disposition to 
discredit it.

Foreign Attaches.
A dispatch from Capetown, dated yes- The Queen and Highland Brigade. 

The Queen’s keen interest in Macdon
ald and the Highland brigade was evi
denced by the great concern she showed

The news spread rapidly, and natural- 
Their destination *y disappointment was visible on ail

erday, says the foreign military attaches
will leave to-morrow.
[is not given, presumably they will join sides> although the long silence from the 
: Roberts, whose whereabouts has not yet Upper Tugela had already aroused, appre-

hensioas that Gen. Buller might have

causes: y
First—There is a strong belief that at ^ newg of Macdonald’s retirement

Buller’s last attempt was only a demon- from Koodergberg Her Majesty seat.
ertration on a large scale. Second—The___ . . , .. , _ . .special inquiries to the war office, but 
wiser critics had warned the public not ,. _ . , _ . , , , ,as the officials had no knowledge of the 
to expect the immediate relief of White, _ _ . , ., . . , , _movements up to midnight, the Qutes
and third, the nation has settled down . . . . ...made her secretary te.egraph twice le 
to the realization that the war will last D , , ....Reuter s agency asking for the most 
a long time and they are not swayed as . , , ,. , minute details, whence the news came
at first by minor reverses and victories. ■ ,and who sent it, and requesting the earl

iest notification of any explanation re
ceived.

been made public.
Increasing Home Army.

It was said to-day that one of the first 
steps to increase the home army will be. 
the raising of 37 new horse-and field bat
teries with barracks at Salsbury Plain, 
and the addition of third battalions to 
numerous regiments which at present are 
without them.

found it impossible to go forward,’bln 
which case he would have no option but 
to recross the river.

-o-
!

Used in Millions of Homes—40 Years the 
standard. A Pure Cream of Tartar Powder* 
Superior to every other known, 
delicious cake and pastry, light, flaky biscuit, 
griddle cakes — palatable and wholesome.

FROM Bin GAMP.
MakesDispatch Says a British ’ Force Retired 

Across the Tugela Rtv.r at 
Malen’s Drift.

The second and third reasons are self- 
explaining, but the first requires consid
erable elucidation.

Part of Roberts’s Plan.

i
iRumors.

Where is Roberts?
Lord Roberts has addressed another let- 

in favor of the opinion held by Mr. S. ter to Kruger and iSteyn complaining of 
Wilkinson, the military critic of the the wanton destruction of property ;n 
Morning Post, that Buller did not intend Natal.
immediately pushing on to Ladysmith, The fact that the news of Robertas 
there is overwhelming evidence to show message to Presidents Kruger and Steym 
that Field Marshal Roberts ordered sys- came from the Modder River is takes

jTo the daily rumor of the relief of 
Ladysmith was added yesterday the re
port

iHead Laager, Ladysmith, Fefb. 7.— 
that Lord Rothschild had positive An armored train yesterday made a 

infromation to that effect, and that be
Note.—Avoid baking powders made from 
alum. They look Uke pure powders, 
and may raise the cakes, but alum 
is a poison and no one can eat food 
mixed with it without injury to health.

sortie from Chieveiey towards Colenav 
had communicated it to various members and landed two thousand British troops 
of the House of Lords yesterday. Roths- on the right of the Boer position, 
thiiil denied the story. i Boers immedfiately crossed the river

A rumor that Ladysmith has been re- and made attack with rifles and artil-

MllCe BAM NO POWDER DO., 
OHIOAQO.
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