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H. L SPENCER, Vrt!

V■
<OF LETTERS, DEAD

(Continued from page 1.)
H. L. Spencer was bom at Càstleton, 

Vermont, on April 28, 1829 and receiv­
ed his education and spent his early 

there. For a time he taught school

i
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V #1years

and later was engaged in commercial 
pursuits, his business taking him to the 
southern states before. the civil war and 
to the maritime provinces and New­
foundland during the latter part of the
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He began to write in the early forties, 

his work appearing in the Knickerbock­
er, Sartain’s and Graham’s Magazines, 
later he wrote for. the New York Tri- 
brine and Post and the Poston Journal 
and ’became editor of the Herald in Rut­
land, Vermont in i860.

In 1868 Mr. Spencer came to.St John 
and entered business here, also editing 
the Maritime Monthly. Afterwards he 
became a valued member of the staffs of 
the St. John Telegraph and the Sun and 
later of the Record and the Gazette, cor­
responding also for other papers.

Although much of Mr. Spencer’s best 
work was contributed to the newspapers 
and not preserved in other form he 
published a booklet of poems in 1848; 
Summer Saunterings Away Down East, 
1860; A Song of the Years and a Memory 
of Acadia, 1889 ; a "small ■ volume of 
poems at a later period and The Fugi­
tives, A Sheaf of" Verses, 1909.

Mr. Spencer was personally acquaint­
ed with Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathan­
iel Hawthorne and several of their fa­
mous literary contemporaries in New 
England. He was a classmate of Henry 
Cabot Lodge, Redfield Proctor and 
others who became prominent in public 
life.. He also corresponded at intervals 
for many years with Elbert Hubbard, 
the famous writer and lecturer who was 
one of the victims of the Lusitania tra­
gedy. The Montreal Standard during the 
last two years published many of Mr. 
Spencer’s poems.

After giving dp newspaper work Mr. 
Spencer went to Whitehead, Kings 
county, to the home of an old frjend, 
John Edwards, and opened there a Mttle 
store, which he cpnducted . for several 
years. There was v<ry little trade, but 
it kept his active mind partially occu­
pied. He also wrote at intervals during 
that period a series of short sketches for 
The Evening Times. These, under the 
heading, the Ingle Nook Philosopher of 
Kennebecasis Bay, were read with uni­
versal interest, not only for their quaint 
fancies and wise reflections, but for their 
fine literary quality. The birds, the 
trees, the flowers, the children,—Nature 
in all her moods—furnished material 
which Ms lively imagination used with 
good-effect to embellish k story, present 
a word picture or point a moral.

But some five years ago his physical 
weakness became such that the little 
store had to be closed and Mr. Spencer 
returned to the city. Kind friends have 
since ministered to his comfort as he 
grew more feeble, and the newspaper 
men of the city, the Women’s Canadian 
Club and others have given him on more 
than one occasion tangible proofs of tljeir 
regard and their recognition of his poetic 
genips. The Women’s Canadian Club 
and their president, Mrs. E. Atherton 
Smith, were especially kind to ttie poet 
during the last three years, and their 
generous appreciation was a great joy 
to him. Mrs. Smith hastened to bis 
bedside the morning she heard of the 
fatal stroke; and has also visited .him 
at the hospital, doing all possible for his 
comfort At the hospital he was tender­
ly cared for by the nurses, and visited 
by a few old friends, but he was never 
fully conscious long enough to converse 
rationally.

Mr. Spencer leaves no relatives in St. 
John. His wife and. son. are buried in 
Rutland, Vermont. He had also a 
daughter, but for many years has had 
no knowledge of her whereabouts or 
whether she were living or dead. He 
had a few correspondents, whose regular 
or occasional letters cheered his later 
days. One of these was in Montreal, 
one in Calgary, one in Chicago, pne in 
Los Angeles, one in Castleton, Vt, one 
in Newport N. H., and one in Japan.

Mr. Spencer came to St. John about 
fifty years ago as the representative of 
J. C. Ayer & Company.., For a time 
hr was in active business, and was one 
of the sufferers by the St. John fire of 
1877. His store on Church street was 
then destroyed, and he was left absolute­
ly penniless. , ,

Among the literary friends of Mr, 
Spencer when he was in his prime were 
the late Rev. Dr. James Bennett Hon. 
William Elder, Dr. George Stewart, and 
others long since dead. He was also a great 
personal friend of the làtè John C. Myles, 
the Artist who once painted Mr. Spen­
cer’s portrait in oils. To both these men 
of artistic temperament the beauty of 
the scenery along the rivers and shores 
of New Brunswick appealed, and while 
one sang of it in verse the other en­
deavored to reproduce it faithfully upon 
his canvas.

To the very last Mr. Spencer was 
keenly interested in local and world 
affairs, and his mind had lost very little 
of its clearness, .except loss of mémory, 
until very nearly the end of his long life. 
A few close friends will miss him much, 
but he leaves fa lasting memorial in his 
contribution to the poetry of Canada.

The last sonnet in The Fugitives is 
now of peculiar interest. It is as fol­
lows :—
The flowers of Spring will never ope 

again :
Beyond recall are Summer’s soberer 

blooms ;
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I MORE FOR THE 88ÏH
* ' ••----------

Where they Ue 'dkad falls down the 
rails,1 Vf- - •. 
on long, neglected tombs.

Autumn 
Just as it falls
Were they worth while? Is It worth

while to live?— Six men were enrolled in the 88th
It is worthwhile even in Autumn timet— Bâttaîion here .yesterday, Mathew Kill-
t,

The humblest life an attribute sublime. tyhd of Scotland and D. A. Briggs 
, , .... , - Kings coùnty, while eight others applied

Clasp my hand closer; Winter comes to be taken with the siege battery.
apace; „ At last night’s meeting In the Mill

Clasp my hand closer; soon tbe.isnows street recruiting offices, L. P. D. Tilley;
will fall; . ' 1 - Mi P, P., presided and gave an address

And of ourselves, and , of past seasons, ^ did Commissioner Potts and Capt.
‘all ■! , ; . A. J.-Huleahey.'A musical and literary

There will remain beneath the sun no, 'programme was given by A- W. Baird, 
trace. « , • ■ ■ D. A- Fox and C. B. Skelton. E. N.

Clasp my hand close*; then we’ll go to stockford presided at the meeting 'in 
rest I ... V Temperance Hall, Westmorland road,

Beneath the leaves dur feet so oft have, wbete Rev. W. W. Malcolm gave an ad- 
pressed. [. 1 ' ji dress followed by Timothy Donovan,

and Corporal Griffin. Pte. Phillips ,S. C. 
Hurley, D- A. Fox and M. T. Morris 
took part in, a musical programme.

Rév. P. R. Hayward presided at a 
Suiting in Fairville where speeches w«|e 
givèh by À. M. Rowan and John Keefe. 
The Boys’ Brigade from St. Stephens 
chiirch took part in an interesting pro­
gramme, Piper Hayter, Sergti Ross and 
W. McEachem aiding also .

Harold Cronin was injured last even­
ing when an automobile driven by John 
■Dibblee collided with his coach at the 
corner of Waterloo and Union streets. 

‘Cronin was thrown from the seat and 
sustained a bad shaking up, besides cuts 
and bruises. The coach and the aufo- 
mobile were both damaged. One of the 
coaeh horses was so ba^ly injured that 

to shot.

Get your tickets today for the nesr 
$8,000 patriotic drawing.
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WILCOX’S
Saturday & Monday

If you get your Fall Clothing at our Cash Stor* on Saturday 
or Monday, at prices quoted for these days only, you tan save from 
10 to 25 per cent, on all you buy. This is due way of saving 
money. Come and see far yourself. Ohers have tried and are 
still coming. They find it pays to shop at WILCOX’8.
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MEN’S DEPT.
Ifoys’ Military Suits—With 

Puttees to Match,
Only $3.75 and $5.50 

Boys’ Military Overcoats—
Only $5.00

Boys’ Short Military Coats- 
Only $4.50

LADIES’ DEPT.
Corset Prices for Saturday and 

.Monday:
Our $3.76 CORSETS, for $3.00 
Our $325 CORSETS, for $2.50 
Onr $2-75 CORSETS, for $2.00 
Our $2.00 CbRSETS, for $1.60 
Our $1.60 CORSETS, for $1.00 
Onr $1.15 CIRSETS, for 79c.

LADIES’ HOUSE DRESSES 
Ladies’ House, Dresses—

Worth $426. .. .For $1.75 
Ladies House Dresses—

Worth $175. .. .For $1.25 
Ladies’ House Dresses—

Worth $1.8)... For $1.00 
Ladies’ House If esses—

Worth $1.2Et.... For 89c.

LADIES’ UNDERWEAR 
Ladies’ All-Wool Underwear- 

Worth $1.75 .. . For $1.25 
Ladies’ All-Wool Underwear— 

Worth $1.25. ..For $1.00 
Ladies’ Wool Underwear— 

Worth $1-00. .. .For 79c.

Ladies’ Bhck Cashmere Hose— 
] 4 Pairs for $1.00

Bojrs and Girls’ H^avy Wool 
Hose—Wnth 35a,.. .For 25c.

LADES’ SUITS 
Ladies’ $30.0 Suits—

Sat. %nt Mon. Only $26.00 
Ladies’ $25.0kSuits—

Sat. andMon. Only $20.00 
Ladies’ $22.00Suits—

Sat. and ton .Only $18.00 
Ladies’ $18.00 laits—

Sat. and Mto. Only $14-00 
Ladies’ $15.00 Sdts—

Sat. and Moi Only $12.60

Ladies’ Coats froi,$6.50 to $35 
All at Special Cit Prices for 

Saturday andMonday.

Ladies’ Silk Sweatgs—
Special Val« at 

$5.50, $7.5^ and $9.00

Ladies’ Wool Sweatcs—
From $1.5 to $6.50 

Bojrs’ and Girls’ Swaters — 
From 59( to $2.25

Patriotic drawingfltickets for sale at 
the dnlg stores.
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A former Free 

Coyle, died in Po
cton man, Robert 
ind, Me., this week 

as the result of injuries sustained in an 
accident at a wood-working factory. He. 
is survived by three brothers,. James, 
Edward and Richard Coyle of Frederic­
ton; also three sisters, Mrs. Jaroee Mor- 
gan and Mrs. Peter of New Ham 
and MrB. Steve Fpst^r of Ça

BOYS’ SUITS 
Boys’ Suits—Worth $12.00.

For $8.00
Boys’ Suits—Worth $900.

For $6.98
Boys’ Suits—Worth $7.50.

! , For $5.00
Boys’ Suits—Worth $5.60

At Waasis on Wednesday, Patrick 
Lawney died. He was seventy-two years 
of age, and is survived by his wife, two 
sons and four daughters. U. B. W. M. Convention

Starting the year with a balance on 
hand of $4842 the United Baptist Wo­
men’s Missionary convention in sessioh 
in Sussex met expenditures of $28,829 
and closed the year with a balance of 
$6,568 on hand. Reports showed marked 
activity in every branch of the work of 
the society.

See him today—“Neal of the Navy.”

For $3.98 
Small Boys’ Suits from $2.98 up 
Boys’ Sweaters,

From 69c. to $2.60 
Boys’ Hats. .From 50c .to $1.25 
Men’s Heavy Wool Sweaters— 

Worth $6.00... .For $4.00 
Men’s Heavy Wool Sweaters— 

Worth $5.60....For $3.75 
Men’s Heavy Wool Sweaters— 

Worth $4.25....for $2.98 
Men’s Black Qashmere Hose— 

4 Pairs for $1.00
Men’s Black Ribbed Hose—

4 Pairs for $100 
Men’s Heavy Wool Underwear 

At Special Cut Prices,
75c., $1.00 and $1.25 

Stanfield’s All-Wool Underwear 
in Red Label and Blue Label. 

Men’s $25.00 Overcoats—
Sat. and Mon .Only $20.00 

Men’s $22.00 Overcoats—
Sat. and Mon. Only $18.00 

Men’s $17.00 Overcoats—
Sat .and Mon. Only $14.00 

Men’s $14.00 Overcoats—
Sat. and Mon- Only $10.00 

Men’s Overcoats From $6.98 up 
Men’s Heavy Flannel Shirts— 

With Reversible Collar,
Only $1.25 and $1.50 

Men's Fleece-Lined Ton Shirts, 
Only 75c.

Men’s Heavy Duck Shirts— 
Worth $1.35. ...For $1.00 

Men’s Raincoats—

Frank Aldrich of Hartford, Conn., 
was on a high ladder that leaned against 
an iron girder. The foot of the ladder 
slipped and the ladder fell, but he hung 
unto the top rung of the ladder, held it 
up in the air for several minutes until 
someone came. Then they put the lad­
der back into place and he went on 
with his work.

f

Semi-ready Overcoats
\

for this Season
i

<1 Half-a-dozen new 
models in Fall and Win­
ter Overcoats -to show 
you.

.4

I

<1 Values vary from- $15 
to $25 and $30.

Canadian .Ulsters 
Winter Overcoats 
Chesterfields 
Button-through Coats 
Fly-front Coats

<1 Every desirable colour, 
pattern and fabric— 
“The label in the pocket.”

From $3.98 to $15.00
Men’s Suits—

From $8.50 to $25.00 
Less 20 per cent, for Saturday 

and Monday
Men’s English Hairline Pants 

Only $2.25
Men’s Good, Heavy Wool Hose, 

4 Pairs for $1.000mtti-reahu QFmlmrfttg
Men’s Soft Hats—

From $1.00 t.o $2.50 
The “Knur” Fat.. .Onlv $1.79 

Regular Price, $2-50
Girls’ Coats—JOHN P. CONDON. 

54 King Street. 
MADE IN CANADA.

From $2.98to $12.00

IT PAYS TO SHOP ATthe Employers Liability Assurance Corporation, limited, London, England WILCOXSAccident and Sickness Insurance Covering 
Every Accident and Every Sickness

LOCKHART At RITCHIE, Central Agents 
thMMlU
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Charlotte Street, Corner UnionA114 Print* Wm. Si-3*. Joke. 14. ». Uve Wanted «
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GOVERNMENT FAILS TO SUPPLY 
FUNDS FOR MILITARY NEEDS

Large Portion of Financing Left to the Hazard of 
Private Contributors -- Expect Military to Find It 
“On a Tree”—What the Government is Not Doing

—---------------- . * ■ ,
ing a number of Cadillac chassis on the 
American side, the bodies of the ambu­
lances being manufactured in Canada. 
The government instead of rushing these 
much needed ambulances to the’ battle­
field in Flanders, immediately on their 
completion, has been tum#g them over 
one by one as paid for to private per­
sons or societies which desired to do­
nate an ambulance to the cause.
No Provision for Aviators 

The manner in which prospective 
members of the Royal .Navy Air Ser­
vice, training in Canada, have been treat­
ed by the Canadian authorities is an in­
stance of governmental side-stepping 
which is particularly noticeable in To­
ronto, owing to the fact that a large 
lumber of young Canadians are in 
training here. Notwithstanding the recog­
nized value of this- branch of the ser­
vice to an army in the field, known as it 
is as “the eyes of the army,” the Can­
adian authorities have failed to make 
any provision for trained aviators. Only 
this morning it is announced that Prem­
ier Borden has given out the statement 
that as the airmen are not being trained 
for a Canadian service, the government 
cannot lend them any financial assist­
ance unless the British government asks 
the Canadian government to do so. An­
other opening for private contributions.

(From the Toronto Star.) f
The Canadian government, according 

V) Finance Minister White, has plenty 
of money for war purposes ; also, accord­
ing to the same authority, it is the gov­
ernment’s intention to do its full share 
in providing well-equipped men to fight 
the battles of the Empire. Why, then, 
does not the government implement its 
promises and provide the necessary 
funds for military purposes instead of 
leaving a large portion of this financ­
ing to the hazard of private contribu­
tions? *

These and other similar questions are 
continually heard throughout the city 
and country, in military circles, particu­
larly. Local military men are not of the 
complaining sort, neither are they of the 
begging persuasion, furthermore, they 
are prevented by King’s regulations and 
orders, from airing their grievances in 
the columns of the public press. The 
fact remains, however, that they have 
real grievances and away down at the 
root of all their troubles is the lack of 
government financial support. Much 
has been spoken and written of “what 
the government has done” and it is 
worthy of much commendation. The 
task has been stupendous and the Star 
has not hesitated to give full credit But 
the fact remains that ipuch could be 
written about “what the government is 
not doing.” Herewith are given sqme of 
the many particulars in which the gov­
ernment has proved, and is still prov­
ing delinquent.

This article is not inspired by any de­
sire to attack the government, but in 
the hope that the projection of tnese 
unsatisfactody conditions into the bright 
light of publicity may result in a bet­
terment of conditions.
Disabtoment Fund on Public

2,300 MEN AT 
CAMP SUSSEXThe general public of Cànàda has sub­

scribed loyally and whole-heartedly to 
t)ie Red Cross,1 Patriotic, Machine Gun, 
and various other funds, and they will 
be called on again and again to supple­
ment these gifts. Undoubtedly they will 
respond to further appeals. Now, it is 
stated (m '.ligh authority that the govern­
ment proposes to shift the responsibility 
of a fund to be known as the Disable­
ment Fund, also upon the general pub­
lic. And this, is in addition to the pro­
posed Canadian war loan, which of 
course is a business proposition. In view 
of these repeated appeals on the part 
of the government the Questions are. ask­
ed, where is it all going to end? When 
is the government going to look the situ­
ation fairly in the face and assume top 
responsibility which is undoubtedly 
theirs?

Mayor Church says that $50,000 is 
needed for the support of city, home and 
overseas regiments. What is it needed 
for, and why isn’t the need supplied by 
the government? The city recruiting de­
pot is applying to the city authorities 
for a grant of $5,000 to carry on its 
work. Why does not the government 
pay its way instead of permitting, and, 
indeed, soliçiting aid from private 
sources? These are questions which are

Will Halifax Get the 64th~Susiex 
Soldier Wins Honor 'at Front

.There are about 2,800 men at Câmp 
Sussex.

Seventeen men arrived in Sussex on 
Thursday from Collina, and were exam­
ined for the 88th Battalion. In three in­
stances Collina families were represented 
by two recruits each.

The medical examination of men de­
siring to enlist in the 88th began on 
Tuesday and up to Wednesday evening 
eighty had been passed by Dr. Burnett 
and will be signed on at once. Among 
the Sussex boys who passed were Mur­
ray Gamblin, Stanley Hunter and George 
Chapman. Many other local men pur­
pose joining the 88th.' George Chapman, 
who enlisted as a private, is a South 
African veteran and was a sergeant. He 
is also a graduate of the Infantry Sc.iool 
of Instruction at Fredericton and holds 
a first class certificate from that institu­
tion. Tents are bqing pitched on the 
hill at the right flank of the 64th and 
the 88th will soon have comfortable 

agitating the public, and-which le9ulre|.quârters. Acting Quartermaster Percy
Rising, Quartermaster Sergt. Gamblin 
and Lieuts. Black and Hanson and Capt 
Brooks are on duty and assisting Col. 
Fowler.

On Tuesday the .whole battalion was 
given a rotite march of over twelve miles' 
and the men showed splendid form. 
Taere is much speculation regarding 
winter quarters for the 64th, but it is 
now said to be the general impression 
that Halifax will be the place.

Norman Bardon, son of Frank Bar- 
don, of Sussex, recently wounded, has 
made a great record as a "soldier. For 
bravery in the bloody battle of Lange- 
marck at- which Canadians gained such 
distinguished honor and praise, from 
General French and the British press, 
the wounded Kero was recommended to 
receive the mues - prized distinguished 
courage medal. His name was also men­
tioned in the despatches for the pluck 
and endurance ‘.ie displayed in helping to 
recapture the 4-7 guns lost by the Cana­
dians. Two brothers of the wounded 
hero, Walter and Aubrey, are also doing 
their bit for King and Country both 
being in the fighting line in France.

Weldon Clark, who was recently kill­
ed in France, was the elder son of Al­
bert and Gertrude Clark of Belleisle and 
was twenty-three years of age. He leaves 
father, mother, three sisters and one 
brother. For the past two years he had 
been living in the west at Simpson, 
Sask., from where he enlisted in the 46th 
Battalion in December last. After train­
ing at 'Regina he was selected among 
otners for transfer from the battalion to 
reinforce the first Canadian contingent 
and was sent to Shomcliffe, England, 
where he remained only a few weeks 
before being ordered to the front On 
his arrival in France he took part in the' 
severe bombardment of the German 
lines preparatory to the great offensive 
movement and was killed in action on 
September 18. Pte. Clark was a descend­
ant through his mother, of the old 
Loyalist family of Marvins, and has 
worthily upheld tie honor • and loyal 
traditions of his ancestors.

an answer.
City Volunteer Regiments.

The financial condition of city and 
other volunteer regiments throughout the 
country is a matter requiring attention. 
Early this year it was announced by the 
-Militia Department that the militia 
would not train this season, and that 
the usual drill pay to the regiments 
would not be forthcoming. In most cases 
this pay, which amounts to about $12 
per man, has in former years been tum- 

■ e4 over by the men to the regimental 
fund, thus providing a sufficient sum of 
money to finance the expenses of the 
regiment, upkeep of uniforms, etc. This 
year the city regiments, despite their in­
structions to disband pr not to drill for 
the season, have done more work than 
for any three years in their past history, 
but, despite the heavy expense they have 
incurred, have not received one cent of 
government assistance. As one officer 
«pressed it: “If we had not kept going 
In what kind of shape would recruiting 
have been? The regimental parades are 
what excite ,the military ardor of the 
people and without them the efforts of 
recruiting depots and patriotic leagues 
Would have gone for practically naught.” 
Regimental bands used constantly for 
patriotic purposes, are equipped and 
maintained by officers of the regiments, 
Without aid from the government.”

“We put'our case to the government 
without result,” he said. “Apparently 
thie only way to get action is to send a 
deputation to headquarters. If, how­
ever, we are forced to go to that trouble 
>nd expense, all I can say is that it is 
Idt very creditable to the authorities.”
.Lack Field Equipment

The equipment of regiments for over­
seas service, is another instance where 
the government has shown its lack of 
desire to supply necessary funds. Two 
machine guns per regiment -was the 
original allowance, but when the cry 
Came from Europe: “Send us more ma­
chine guns,” the general public was per­
mitted to supply the deficiency. The 
government again failed to recognize its 
responsibility. Field kitchens for regi­
ments on service were, and are still, 
recognized as most essential to the wel­
fare of a fighting force. Does the gov­
ernment issue them? Not yet. The 
regiments are still supplied with the 
“dixies,” an ordinary stew pan, which 
is useful for a bivouac or a picnic party.

, On active service the field kitchen, cost- 
i ing in the neighborhood of $550, sup- 
: plies hot and nourishing food to an army 
on the march. The people of Canada 
are permitted to supply their regiments 
with these, but the government has so 
far shown no signs of filling this long- 
felt want. Water wagons and water bot­
tles, both essential in camp or on a route 
march, are conspicuous by their absence 
in the Canadian militia. At Niagara 
camp, water bottles were not issued, 
while four water wagons were provided 
for the use of 14,000 men. “There are 
so many things they expect an officer to 
find hanging up on a tree that it gets 
very tiresome after a while,” is the way 
one officer describes the situation. Other 
things the government does not provide 
are mess marquees for men or type­
writers, band instruments, and yet these 
things are essential to the existence of 
the regiments,”

The manner in which the government 
has handled the question of ambulances 
for use at the front is a further instance 
of how the general public has been call­
ed on to supply a military essential. 
These motor vehicles have been supplied 
In large numbers by patriotic and phil­
anthropic institutions and individuals 
IChe government succeeded In purebas-

The completion of the Celilo Canal, on 
the Oregon side of the Columbia River, 
adds Idaho to the list of states having a 
seaport It is now possible for Stem- 
wheel river steamers to pass from the 
Pacific Ocean to Lewiston, at the head 
of thè Snake River, a distance of 480 
miles.

»#
) A La

L

Women who use

purl:
FLOUR

get “ Mora Bread and Better 
Bread—Better Pastry Too.”

Buy. It and see for yourself.

7»

■ ■j:.

W

NIC 2035 POOR

* \

H

.:


