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OHNSON 1S

CHAMPION

'BEATS BURNS 14 ROUNDS
'FREQUENT KNOCKDOWNS

e Stop Contest to Save
" ‘Knockout — Johnson Puts
~ Burns Down for Eight in
First Round and is Always
 Ahead. , :

SYDNEY, N.S.W., Dec. 2. — Jack
Johnson, the big negro from Galveston,
exas, is the world’s champion heavy-
‘welght pugilist. He won the title to-
in the big arena at Rughcutters'
‘Bay from Tommy Burns, the Canadian,
“who had held.-it since Jameés J. Jef-
ﬂ-ﬁs»rellnquls‘hed it, and-after-a chase
‘of Burns that had 1éd half way around
the world. : + :
- The end came in the fourteenth
round,when the police, seeifig ‘Burns
_ gottering and’ unable to defend himsel$

% from the savage blows of ‘his epponent,
“mercifully stopped the fight. Previous-

ly it had Dbeen arranged that if the
potice Interfered a decigon . should be
rendered on points, and Refeéree MclIn-

‘! foeh without hesitation declared the

big black mian the winner, for all thru
the fight he had shown himself Burns’
:ria.ster in every _sty__le of fighting.
“* Burns, in an interview after he had
73 §
did the best I ¢ould and’ fought hard.
Johnéon was too big, and ‘his reach
was too great.” v

Johnson appeared .fresh after the
fight, while Burns’ eyes were badly
puffed and his mouth swollen to twice
its normal size.” The Canadian fought a
game battle and showed indcmitable
pluck; but he was no.match for the big
Texas black. '

Twice only\\in the annals of pugil-
ism has a colored man been permitted
to fight for the title emblematic of

world's champion heavyweight pugilist. |

Peter Jackson ‘tried it. with' John L.
Sullivan, but Sullivan .would not con-
sent t6 a go. After Jameg 'J. Jeffries
fook the Scalp of. Béb Fitzsimmons he
took on Hank Griffin"at Los Angeles,
but the ¢olored man was €asy for him
and never had a, chance . 'to win the
honor. < He,was kKuotked:ont-in“four
rounds: * Jeffries then drew. the ecolor

s later, retired..

with him, unavailingly. ..

-
! The Crowd. 3|

Then Tommy Burns, or Noah Brusso,

as his name really is, took wup "the

mantle of Jeffries. ' The fight was for

a4 purse of $35,600, of which Burns re-

ceived $30,000 and Johnson $5500. The

ring was a 24 foot one and was pitched
in the céntre of a big arena bullt es-

Fight Facts.

Battle Grounds—Sydney, N.S.W,
Winner-—Jack Johnson, Texas,
colored champion of the world.
Loser—Tommy Burass, Ontario. Po-
lice stop fight to save knock out. -
Fight Iasted 14 rounds; was limited
te 20 rounds. \
7 Burns’ End-$30,000.
Johnson'’s End—$5500.
. .Referee—Hugh D, Mcintosh, the man
who made the match. ! !
Attendance—Between 18,000 and 20y~
.
News reached Toronto 10 p.m.’

e P e 5T T

pecially for the purpose at Rushcut-
ters Bay. The bout was to have heen
for 20 rounds.

‘The day dawned overcast and cool.
Thousands f persons from all parts
of the country weré attracted to the
scene and many reached there Christ-
mas night and slept in the open, They
came by 'street cars, autombbiles, car-
riages and horseback, and at 10 o'clock
/tihs tnorning, one hour before the
fight was scheduled to start, every
seat was occupied.. The prices of seats
ranged from $25 to $2.50.

The crowd was estimated at between
18,000 and 20,000 persons, and it kept
perfect order thruout the fight.

Men Enter the Ring.

At 10.42 o'clock Johnson  entered the
arena accompanied by his seconds, Sam
Fitzpatrick, Mullins, Unholz,. Lang and
Bryant, ‘Wild cheers greeted him, and the
big Black man turned and bowed to all
four ‘sides of the ring. Just as Johnson
took -his seat Burns appeared. .ne was
smiling, and the plaudits of the specta-
tors were even more -enthusiastic.than
those accorded Johnson. o

Burns took up his position in the west-
ern corner of the ring, surrounded by his
seconds, Keating, - O’'Keefe, = O'Donnell,
Burke and Russell. When the cheering
had died down somewhat, Johnson cross-
ed over and shook Burns by the hand.
The Canadian glanced at the big mauleys
of the Texan and noticed that both we
covered with bandages. Fearful that pef-
haps they might not be of the soft surgi-
cal kind, he scrutinized them closely, but,
finding them to- his satisfaction, he made
no ébjection.

The announcement:was made that, if
during the contest the police should inter-
fere and stop it, the referee would im-
metiately give a decision based on points

scored. 4

When Burns stripped it was noticed
that he wore elastic bandages about his
elbows, Johnson shouted across the ring
half-angrily ; “'You must take those off.”
Then they -met in the centre.of the ring,
and for a few:minutes argued the ques-

tion. - Then they retired again to theéir}
corners, but Burns-did_not remove the
_bandages.

Dispute 0\;;: Bandages.
i From Jolmson's: seconds came the an-
nouncement that their man refused to
fight unless Burns took off the wraps
around his elbows, and it looked as tho
there was a possibility of the fight not
taking place for Burns was stubborn
and Johnson insisted.on his point. The
referee, however. here fook a hand in the

Continued on Page 4.

JACK JOHNSON.
New Heavyweight Champion of the World.

Yuletide Spread in. Massey
Hall Graced by. Presence
of Premier and Mayor
—Gift-Giving  In
Evening,

ed role of the Pied Piper of Hamelin
yesterday in Massey Hall, and even
went the Hamelin expert one betyer.
Mr.  Wilkinson drew au the ‘available
children into ghe gaping cavern of Mas-
sey Hall, and he brought hundeeds of
their parents along.in the evening also.
Begides this, he sec

of that ubiquitous

Santa Claus, and

which might be the despalr
of all manner of public-perfopmens, he
piped so seductively that Sir Jam
and -Lady Whitney and Mayor Oliver
and Canon Welel all graced the occa-—
gion with their presence. Many othor
benevolent and philoprogenitive cltizens
came-and went during the festive scenz
also, and Charles Dickens h

means satisfled, and next year he
clares he will play ¢ ",
and_ have a bigger tave, to wit, 1

and their fathers and mothers and give
them some of the muéic that the herald
angels sang.

For it is the Christmas spirit that
strings Mr. Wilkinson’s nerve: and fills
his big heart on these occasinns, Ilfe
has heard the sweet words: “Suffer the
children to come unto Mo.” He

of .the Feast, ‘“‘Go out into the high-
ways ;and hedges and compel hem to
come in.” To these words he has set
the music of his life.

Gather for the Feast.

Never was such a rfjotms river of
chiildren as began to drop dawn Shuter-
street about 11 o’clock in #he morning,
growing .to a trickling stream about
2.30, and pouring  Hke "a-torient by ¢
‘o’clock.. . They assembles
ment of ‘Maszey Hall, "where 1o C
rows of tables were set; and seats were
dt such a premium the utmost IngeNu=
ity had to be exercised in devising
temporary expedients to get everybedy
down at tHe tables. Bverybody did
finally about 38.45, and Mr. Wilkinson
began his remarks,

“We're ‘awfully glad, “and ‘I'm sure
you’ll say so—but don’t say so now—
that Sir James and Lady Whitney and
our popular mayor, Joseph Oliver—"’

At_this point the silen¢e, which had
stood like the dam at Gatun, gave way,
and. the applause and shrill enthusiasm
which flooded forth seemed unceasing.

“Now shut up,” implored the Pied
Piper; “perfect quiet,” and other blan-
dishiments.

Enough silence was obtained to give
Sir James a chance.

“Boys and ginrls! How are you?” he
greeted -them. - The .assurance came
with a yell.

uFineZM

He. was only going to say two or
three words to them. He had been there
a year ago and was struck with the
amiable ' disposition in' which they met
each other,

*I am not going to preach to ycu, or
lecture you. I am not going to te.d you
what you should do or not do. You
will do what you tike anyway. I did
when I was a boy. I won't say be good
boys, because you won’'t be. But set
your faces against telling falsehoods.
Never do any injury fo a boy smaller
than yourself, nor allow anyone clse to
do so. :

“I would suggest that you should
never fight—if you can help it—(loud
cheers)—but whatever you do, do .it
well,

“I will ask Mr. Wilkihson to keep up
this function -year after year in the

_{Christian City of Toronto,” continued

the premier, and then remarking that
they were all good British subjects, he
called for three cheers for King Id-
ward. The cheers were not differenti-
ated, but the noise lasted much longer
than the regulation three cheers.

“I will now ask for a cheer for the
best man in the room—Rev. Mr. Wilkin-
son,” gaid Premier Whitney, and oncs
more there was a prolonged shrillness.

Mr. Wilkinson then made his an-
nouncement about next year, and caill-
ed on Mayor Oliver, whose remarks
were drowned in the rising uproar.

“Go ahead boys, and eat,” was the
only advice that prevailed above the
din of 900 young throats.

Meanwhile Mr. Wilkinson had pro-
vided himself with a whistlé to attract
attention and overpower disturbarce,
and he proceeded to give an imitation
of a C.P.R. locomotive on the Avenue-
road crossing at midnight. After an
interval of signaling a slight lull en-
abled the cathedral tonés of Canon
Welch to penetrate the hubbub.

Good Advice.

He told about the drunkenness he had
seen on his way to the hall, and ad-
vised the lads to keep away from ‘“the
foul stuff that caused such a Ict <f
harm.” .

“Keep your own door locked against
such stuff as that,” he concluded, be-
fore saying grace.

Most of the visitors, including Sir
James and Lady Whitney, His Worship
and Mrs. Oliver and others then retired.
His Honor the Lieutenant-Govern.r,
whose recent bereavement prevented
his attendance, sent g letter of regrat
and a donation. :

The Menu.

James Pritchard catered with a Ih-
eral hard for th2 crowd, plenty of roast
béef, mashed potatoes, peas, plum pud-
ding, rolls, fruit, coffee and ice cream
being furnished, but before the ice

creamn’ arrived the sated and restless
crowqd began to depart. There were
plenty of incidents due to the origimal
manners of some of the guests. No

Kosher meat was furnished th's yta.r,lr-"

« "~ | Continuecd on . Page- 33 ..

J. M. Wilkinson repeated his celebrat- :

might have been glad of the opportut=f
n & bigger pij

armories, and will gather 10,000 baifns |
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{Late Chrisimae Binner Leads|

To Fatal Quarrel—Four
- Asphyxiated—Child
' Choked"tci Death.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dec. 25,.—Mrs,
Turner's, tardiness in preparing  the
Christmas Day breakfast js said to
have . precipitated a quarrel between
‘Wm. Turner and his wife to-day, dur-
ing which' their ten-weeks—old boy was
killed. - Mrs. Turner had the child in
her arms, and in the fight she dropped
it to the floor. Subsequently she was
either knocked down or fell upon the
infant, crushing it to death, The par-
ents were arrested. :
; Four Asphyxiated.
CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Four persons
were found dead to-day in a residence
at 168 Hastings-street, having been
asphyxiated by escaping gas. Morris
Lakeman, a grocer, his wife Elizabeth,
and their children, Annie, 16 yearsoold,
and William, 15 years old, were the
victims: i

"Dhe overcoat of Lakeman was found
on the floor, underneath a broken gas
fixture, and the opolice
the fixture was broken
throwing the coat over
tiring.

A Christmas tree, decorated and
hung with Christmas giftd, was in an
adjoining room.

by the man
it before re-

Santa Claus Fatally Burned.
DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Lee Wagner
was fatally burned last midnight while
playing Santa Claus at a family re-
mmion. Clad in a gay Santa Claus cos-
tume, which was set off by a great
burich of cotton whiskers. Wagner was
leading the merriment when suddenly

the cotton whiskers caught fire.

Choked by Peanut.

CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Martha Fones,
a two-year-old child, lies dead at her
home, while her Christmas tree,adorn-
ted with gifts and with candles alight,
{ stands in the room.
| The baby swallowed a peanut shell,
| which lodged in her throat, and died
|at
lthe surgeons.

CN.R. T0 BUILD NORTH
PPLIES T0 PARLINMENT

Asks Authority to Construct Lines
" From ‘Nepigon Bay
to N. T. R.

OTTAWA,
Canadian Northern Ontario. Railway

| from Nepigon Bay to

| Transcontinental
! branches to the northern and south-

! erly ends of Lake Nepigon, from Ver-,

L.million Bay to the N.T.R. near its
| crossing ‘¢f the Abitibi River from a
i moint on tHe aforemé®ntionéd -line to
the south end of Lake Temiskaming.
‘the company will apply for exten-
' sion of time to construct the follow-

ing lines: Washago to Kincardine , Arn- ;
Pembroke and |
Cobourg, Pickering to Owen Sound, |
% | Niagara to Goderich, Port Dover to

| prior to Gananoque,

i Owen Sound, Hawkesbury to Torento,
jline in . Leeds ‘or Lanark, FPar-
Sound to North Bay, French
River to Batchewana, and Toronto t0
Ottawa. .
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TTNELS D SONTAE |

believe that. |

a hospital despite the efforts of |

Dec. 25.—(Special).—The |

Co. will apply to parliament for au-
thority to construct lines of railway |
the ‘National |
Railway, with two |
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LECK MACKAY; Aw, wot's de use.
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LONDON, ' Dec:" 28— (Bpecial)—T0

home of his. daughter and son-in-law,
whom he. had traveled 2000 miles to
visit, - and 7 who ~intended - his arrival
to be in ‘the nature of a Surprise, was
the fate "that befell’ Robert ‘Gilléspie
of Everts, Alta.,-at an eatly ‘hour ‘on
Christmas morning. | ¢

Mr.- Gillespie Is : the -father-in-law, of
P. .C.' Clarence Kelly, by whom he
was identified .this “morning. He ar-
rived in the city-on-a late train apd
was proceeding to  the home of Mr.
Kelly, 41 Oxford-street, West London,
when ‘'a ‘severe attack of -heart fallure
caused -his: death. g e

Only a few minutes before Mr, Gil-
lespie. had been in conversation with
P. C. Fowler and appearéed in the best
of health. In pdssing near the same
L.spot a short time later, Mr, Gillespie
{ was found lying epn -the sidewalk, P.
' C. Fowler i summoned Dr. Walgh, but

| life was extinat. The man could not.

{have been dead many minutes when
‘he was' discovered by P. C.B Fowler,
as ‘his body was still warm,

WONTRERLER 1N DESPHR
THES SHGE N STOR

Destitute Condition]‘Emphasized by
Happiness of Others at Christ-
mas Time,

NEW YORK, De¢. 25, —With' no

which to end his life, Edgar Verner,
a youth {rom Montreal, not to be balk-
ed in his suicide plans, borrowed a

#mall calibre pistol in a hardware store
in Seventh-avenue last night iinder the

pon for him.so that he could under-
stand its mechanism, fired a bullet in-
to his left breast.

Staggering to the |doorway he fell
unconscicus to the sidewaik, and was
rushed to Bellevue Hospital. After an

young man’'s wound 'was not serious,
and he would probably recover. He
was held on a chatvge of attempted
suiride.

Verner - is 25 years of age, and .is
supposed 1o have been despondent be-
cause he was out of, employment, his
destitute condition being emphasized
by the happiness of othergs at Christ-
{ mas time,

Drowned at Chatham.

CHATHAM, Dec. 25.—Herbert John-
=on, aged 4, son of Héctor Johnson,
farmer, near here, was Jdrowned in
the Thames River yesterday even-
| ing, -and the body was not recovered.

The boy, with a brother, walked on
i the ice, was warned off, but Herbert
later returned with Rhis dog and broke
| thru the ice. The dog also was drown-
ed.

Hon. Charies Devlin 111,

{ while leaving church at Aylmer, Que.,

Robert Gillespie Seized With Heart

drop- dead Wwithin a few blocks of the |

money to buy a pistdl or poison with |

pretence . of .making. a. purchase, and, |
persuading the.clerk to load the wea-

examination the surgeons said that the’

Soft Weather Spoiled Outdoor
- Sports, But Everyane Had -
the Festive Spirit—
Holiday Festivities

Toronto wasn't favored' with ' Kris
Kringle weather for Christmes. . It was
not a day for out-door recreatien, and
even the most ardent skater ‘and to-
bogganist had to admit that eccndi-
tions’ made enjoyment: of “the sports
impossible. Neither was it a day for
the fullest delights of fireside domses-
ticity, the  atmosphere lacking -that
crisp frostness wiich makes thg open
grate most potently attractive. But (for
all that, Toronto enjoyed its Christmas
in the good, old-fashioned family circle
way, and the prcper festive spirit was
little ‘subduéd by  dull = skies, . sloppy
streets and general weather conditicns
belonging to a day in late March.

Good Cheer for AllL
It was a time ¢f good cheer for every-
one. There were few families which
did not ‘enjoy holiday fdre; certainly
rione suffered if the. great band of the
city’s dharltagble workers could prevent
it. The youngstérs were well tak'n
care of by the ‘“‘poor bairns’ "’ digmer in
Massey Hall- while in every charitakble
institution turkey or roast’ beel and
plum pudding, with all the other time-
honored  trymminge, were served, and
baskets of good things found their way
to the homes of ' the needy.
Two Sudden Denths.
Two sudden deaths occurred in the

M | plan and: their ‘newﬂi ®:

all .o

"tion, at

city Christmas Day. 3

Henry Ford, 70 years of age, died in
i his chalr at his room, 104 Nassau-sticet |
! Dr. Perkins was called, but life wes |
lextinot. The matter was reported Lo:
| the chief coroner, and the bcdy was'
iremoved to the morgue. % !
|  Wililam Reynolds, 61 years of g2
1214 Basts:King-stréet, was found d.ad !
in bed at 8.30 yesterday morning, Death |
was pronounced due to heart .faﬂure.g
and the matter was reported. to the |
| coroner. : ’

Bars Closed nt Mid-Day. H

Practically ail of the city hot:l bars!
closed up from two to, four hcurs dur- |
ing mid-day. Secme closed all after-
noon, and a ‘few remained open durirg '
the entirc day, tut closed up in the
evening. The latter occurrences were
in essentially “business office d!strie s,”
where rpatrenage s regular, and the
transient trade i3 not much catered to, |

The custeon of mid-day eclcsing has |
{been in vogue for a numter of years, |
{and was agreed to by the Hotslkeep- |
|ers’ Association as a consideratizn to
| the emgployes, that they might have an
opportunity to enjoy a Christmes din-
ner with the'r families or friends.

Thrucut the entire day the streets
were orderly, ard there were few vis-
ible cases of undue celebration.

At the Central Prison.

The usual Christmas ‘treat was given |
the inmates of the Central Prison,they
being granted a special dinner, which
varied considerable from their regular
diet.

In the afternoon nearly all the 400,
men- confined took advantage of the !
{ entertainment provided for them by !

i

the program was presented by Mrs. |

s e =

{Labor Solidly Supports Beck

Power Policy and Forms
‘Nucleus of Public Opin~" .
ion' — Independent
'~ Attitude Grows,

SESSLRI S

BRANTFQRD, Dec. 24.—(Staff Spe=
cial.)—Apart from every other consid-
eration the fact remains that .the
hydro-electric, power: commission by
its mere existence without -haw~
ing ‘more ‘than set out to begin to ‘do
.what has been proposed has done more
to procure a reduction in prices:from
the various private electric corpora-
tions, than any other agencies. .~ "'
‘ The Hamilton Times, for exgmple,

| talks ebout The World “‘knifing mutii«
| cipal candidates who put the city's in«

terests before thdat of the hydro-elec-
tric scheme into which Toronto seek
to inveigle it.” .

The Hamilton Spectator credits Tle

| World with the endeavor “to create a

‘power split 'in Conservative -
Hamilton,” local  effort,

The Spectator “having failed to weork
up a power ‘issue.’ " - i

The reduced terms already offered
to Hamiiton by the Cataract Power
Compatiy, of which The 8pectator and
The Tiniés are the obedient organs, are
sufficient ' answer as ‘to who has the
‘municipal interests of Hamilton, and

other cities ‘most at heart. But for
the hyux'o'-electr_lﬁ power scheme, Mlzch
these. organs arf so anxious to knife
and which The World has consiste
ly. supported, not one dollar of ‘a
ment in its exorbitant.charges wo!
ever have been offered to Hamilton or
Brantford .or. any other city by the
Cataratt and other private power ins
terests. his fact is. so patent,
important, ‘'so irrefutable, that the 0
ponents of - ‘the. hydro-electric ' por

er organs mes
‘they can avold:

i

refer to the matten

'All they'do is to declare that it wo
| be entirely wronhg and uitjust to e
deavor to '
" |or concessions. for

to obtain any further s

uried ithe. Cataract. Power Co,
e

W] mére estion of the ad-
vﬁg 3, ! Hgge : S B

pélléd them to'reduve.” &
o _‘_fzmgéqt the Rope,: =
. The World is satisfied that the "elec-
tors of Hamijton ‘are not to be hood-
winked into ecutting the rope that has
towed them Into comparative saféty.
The organs _of monopoly would be
glad - to see the municipalities 1ying
derelict again, but the people “will ‘be
satisfied with -nothing but the gecure
haven 6f municipal cheap povyegt
der the commission. In no' other way
can a. reasonable competitive ser

non ::e obtained. g .
It is quite true that very proi nt
men in considerable numbers im
leading centrés are opposed to cheap
Niagard power, They usually or their
friends have .some. money hiveﬂ&dt
these enterprises, and they think the

might personally be affected by th

change of prices, often mgleo#g ;1o

NaCH

balance their gertain savings inm'
and Hght against their possiblel

in dividends. : ; 28

Well Understood. 70

The larger issue is well undes
by the masses of the‘peopl_e,a(gmq‘

know that ‘the possession of $100 % rx

of

a

12

or even 3500 worth of pra'vau?ﬁur
stock would lead to no such ld8
income in the event of !

i

-similar monhopolies: would &8
possible reéturn to the charges

power being installed as would offéet

the gain by reduced bills for light and
power.

In Brantford the: whole subject has
been threshed out at’ every new elec-
every new proposal for a
change in rates or a renewdl of fran-
chises, and on- every occasion when &
new development in the hydro-elegtric
power plans required a rencwed appeal

do. The big fellows see only a, possi-
bility of loss in dlvidends. The puma
see the advantage and convenience and
ccmfort of cheap power in their shope
and cheap tight in their homes; they

se¢ the enhanced values of their homes; -

they are aware. of the. increased “ats
traction of their city for new industries;
they know what this means in pros
gress, in the growing Iimportanes of
their community undér such conditions
and the altogether more fa; '
terms of existence which such condi
tions ensure. If it is good for the prte
vate ccnmipanies. to control and sell
power It must be equally good for the
people to do 0. They seec no faw in

{ this argument, and they hedr no oppo=-

sition to it except from those whoge ins
terest leads thém to deny that it is an
argument at all | ‘ IRy
Issue Clenr, B
: In no city in, Ontario, not even in
Toronto, has more pailns been teaken
than in Brdantford t9 make the {ssues
clear, Ald, Andrews, with extraordin-
ary application and assiduity, has-con-
stituted h:mself a lay authonity on-the
subject, and he has Leén ably secondéd
by all and sundry. The Western Coun-
ties Electric Co., which is the lacal
alias for the big Cataract power octo-

P i

Coutinucd on Page 7

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCIMENT.

The Lig fur gale nt Dinten's com-
mences in the splendid show rooms at
the Yonge ahd Témpeérance-street store

to the people. As a result the peosple
understand the question much tor
than some of the investing capitalists

this morning and an immense sgtock

of ‘mew high' quality fur garments to_

5 L - g . be disposed of on the smallest margin |
OTTAWA, Deo.' Ja,—(3peciai.)—Hon. | the Prisoners’ Aid Association in the - ©f profit,- In fact i
! Charles R. Devlin took suddenlv il ascembly room. The musical part of : COSt.

in_some. cases at
The reniarkably low prices are
o feature of this sale. It goes with-

this morning and has had 'to cancel | Dilworth,a soprano soloist; Mrs Knowi- | Out saying that articles can be thoro-

all his engagements In connection with
Quebec by-election, | He is' suffering
from collapse; e 4 ‘

!

Continued on Page 7.

cen’s.  The store will be open.’
o'clock to-night, .

lxon, a contralto singer; and J. R. Milne,l*y replied upon if purchased at D“‘]'i

e e eea——
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