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men, for a period of six years ; one-half of them retiring
every three years. They are mebibers of the comicil.
and require the same qualifications as ordinary coun-
dUors^ but they do not sit for any particular ' ward,'
or electoral division of the borough, though, in some
boroughs, it is customary to allot each alderman to a
particular ward. Their only special duty appears to
be that of acting as * returning officers ^

(p. 146) at
ward elections; but they take precedence over ordin-
ary councillors, and are sometimes distinguished hy
a q>ecial costume. Like almost all other municipal
office-holders, they are re-eligible ; but they cannot,
as the Mayor can, be compelled to sexve.
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Thb Councillors

The borough council is a body consisting of such
multiple of three members as may be fixed by the
borough charter or Order in Council, elected for three
years by the burgesses^ from tiieir own ranks,* or from
persons who have resided for twelve mcmths in the
borough, but retiring annually by thirds, so that th<a:e is

an election each year. They are elected by the ' wards

'

into which the borough is divided for etection pur-
poses ; three (or a multiple of three) for each. But no
person in Holy Orders, nor the r^ular minister of a
dissenting congr^^tion, nor any person direct^ or
indirectly interested in any contract with ^e ooundl,
nor any bankrupt, nor person recentfy found guilty ol
corrupt practices at an election (p. Z50), can * « elected

or sit ; even though some of thesemay act as Durgesses.

There is no disqualification of sex or marriage ; but
a coundlkv must have attained the full 1^^ age of
twenty-one. Munidpal and all other local govern*
ment elections are omducted under the provisions of

> At Imat lids ^liU b« to irhM Ik* naw SepNMDtettaa qf fb»
Bb^o BQl h€Come» law. At prasgat a ceBscfflor and not ha.va
qolt* an Hm qadttdtttOM of a MsgHii.
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