
134 NATIONALISM

I*

:i.f

-"!

(

between parties which there is to-day. In that

time there was a party known as the Indian Con-

gress; it had no real programme. They had a

few grievances for redress by the authorities.

They wanted larger representation in the Council

House, and more freedom in the Municipal gov-

ernment. They wanted scraps of things, but

they had no constructive ideal. Therefore I was

lacking in enthusiasm for their methods. It was

my conviction that what India most needed was

constructive work coming from within herself.

In this work we must take all risks and go on

doing our duties which by right are ours, though in

the teeth of persecution; winning moral victory

at every step, by our failure, and suffering. We

must show those who are over us that we have the

strength of moral power in ourselves, the power

to suffer for truth. Where we have nothing to

show, we only have to beg. It would be mis-

chievous if the gifts we wish for were granted to

us right now, and I have told my countrymen,

time and time again, to combine for the work of

creating opportunities to give vent to our spirit of

self-sacrifice, and not for the purpose of begging.


