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Liii us r.Miiornl>er Hint ("liriHt h.is pniyod that we
luiKlit 1)1' Miio, iiiul wln'ii Mo spoke of tlio unify Ho
explHiiifd, • KvoM lis TIk.u, Father, art in mo ami I

in Thfc. ("ciildany unity ho more cloar and iiidi
viHihIo than tins' and it istlim unity that wo wish t..

nvv. It in thin unity wliicli wo wisli tu have felt.

And, t.^ ciiucludo, thr Holy (Jh-.st ha« IIl-^ mission,
and among tho many works of tht; Holy Spint is to
testify of Jesus Christ. And that Holy Simit is with
us. His workin.; is with us. I am not i^oihl; to touch
upon those .piestioiis which are ahout to arise. I will
merely conclude with this, that the Holy (Uiost is

seekingas He ever has .soui,dit to advance tho L,'lory

of the Kedoeiuor, and in advancins,' the Lilory of the
Redeemer Ho must and ever will he willing' to promote
this Ltreat work of creatiiiL,' unity am()nt,'st tlio varKuis
soctKUis of the Church of C'hrist. Let us [iray, let
us work, hut ahove all let us helieve that it will be
accouiiilished.

Kkv. 1)k. ^iirnEKL.v.M. said : I am sure that we all
feel dee[ily iiuprcsaed with the sole unity and the im-
portance of this ijatherini,', a kcathonng which in its

compoHition and its purpose lias scarcely a i>arallel in
the history of the Christian Church, and 1 think we
may regard it as an indication oi that ^'l•owing spirit
of unity and brotherly regard which is i.eing mani-
fested in the ('hriatian world. It has not been an uii-

coiuiiioii thing in tho [lasi to formulate e.xcuses, if

not reasons, tor divisions aii.ongst Christians, which
l)erhaps the deeiiest dictates oi coiiscionco could not
very well justify, hut 1 think we have all seen that in
recent times there has been a growing disposition to
look at this matter more in the liglit of tlie Master's
teaching and loss in tho light of human oxpodioncy.
I think we must all have felt this, that within the
nieniory of men now livin,' the attitude of ditierent
Christian bodies has changed, and has changed for
tho better. I supipose most of us can remember a
time when it would not be ajpoaking too strongly to
Bay that the attitude of varioi;s Christian bodies
towards each other was almost one of antagtuiism.
That gave place to a sinrit of general toleration. I

tuiiik to-day that it is deepening into a feeling of mutual
aiipreciation, and that there is a disposition rather to
tiiul in how many things we agree tlian in how many
tilings wo ditler. I am sure we all feel the force of
the words sp' ken by the Bishop of Huron, and if

this inovomoiu boot man it will of course come to
nought, and the sooner it comes to nought the better
if it IS really of man, but if it comes of (iod then we
cannot but fool how grave are our respiuisibilities and
how deep is the solemnity of this hour. I feel per-
suaded i)ersonally that this Conference, if it be
conducted with the brotherly spirit with which it has
begun, must result in good to tue cause of the Church
of Christ at large. Just how far wo can advance few
of us know as yet. Perhaps no one is (juite prepared

with detinito proposals. I feel that if we can exchaujjo
discuasion of this ma'ter there will b(! a growth of the
spirit without which no union would be of any gooil.
If we cm pr.uiioto that .s|)irit wo shall have accoin-
plishod a great li'al. I tool that this is tho spirit with
which wo have come together here, and I may ataiiro
this Conference 'Ui the part of tho body I ruproacnt
t!iat wo are prepared to maintain a prayerful attitude
that tlie Holy Spirit may guide us, and [irepared to
follow the leadings of ( lod's [irovidence in whatever
direction those leadings may be, and I join you and
all the other members of this Conference in the prayer
that a stronger bond may exist between us than when
we came together.

llEv. P HI.\. II' A I, C.vvEN said : .1 is not nocessary
that I should say anything' more than exprosi niy very
hearty assent to the words that have boon used by
the Bishop of Huron and by Dr. Sutherland. Of
course, if any one thinks that tho divided state is

better than unity, he would take very little interest
in this movenieiit. Of course, there are men who say
this, and wo have often heard the expression used of
various regiments and departments of service in an
army all united to constitute the army, and making
that army more ethcient than if it were one body. 1
venture to think tliis is a false conception of the
Christian Church, and that no one who has entered
very thoroughly into the words of our Lord's inter-
cessory prayer Would be satished with such a condi-
tion of the Church. Whether it would bo on the
whole bettor that the entire Christian Church all over
the world should be closely united in government so
as to constitute, in a very direct sense, an .-Ecumenical
Church, is a (piostion I do not need to answer ; but I

am sure of this, that it is not the right thing, it is

unseemly and improjier, that ,ve should have had
organizations of Christians on the same territory all
[irctending to represent the Church of Christ. I do
not desire to commit any member to my own view,
but tho conviction I express is very deeply engraven
on my own mind. Therefore, I think it is a wise and
proper thing to .seek after unity in the Church of
t;hri3t, and I cannot doubt that the spirit of our
blessed Lord, the spirit of love and concord, has
prompted this movement. The movement was com-
menced by tho Church ..f England, bu, the response
which has como from the Methodist Church and Pres-
byterian Church, has not been tardv, and it has been
entirely cr.lial. I think tho Bishop of Huron has
struck the keynote of our proceedings

; that he has
not only spoken as one should do m a devotional
meeting, but that he has really pointed out the way
wo should really consider this (|uo8tion of union if
._iny pr. .gross is to attend it. Our union must be
founded oil Christ. It would be very unfortunate, I
venture to say. if, at this our hrst meeting, a contro-
versial spirit should ho in the ascendant. We are all


