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And the present War. gi
bo allowed to continue an American power. The givinsrup of Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia, to the United
Stales at the end of the war of 1814, lost us an immense

nearly led us into a war with the same power in 1846.Who can tell what misfortunes may result to us, shouldwe neglect the present opportunity for driving Russia
entirely off the American continent ? The pos.^ibllity of
her ever disposing of her American territory to the United
States ought to be sufficient to urge us not to let that
opportunity escape

; for so soon as it should fall into the
hands of the Americans, the latter would commence
those encroachments upon the British possessions in its
neighbourhood, which immediately followed their pur-
chase of Louisiana, and the country extending alon« the
upper Mississippi, from France.
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The writer has endeavoured to point out the value of
the reward, which Canada might secure, by furnishing the
land force required, either to assist the British fleet in the
conquest of Russian America, if not already captured, or
to garrison its strongholds after that event shall have
taken place

:
a description of force which England i«.

unable to spare for these objects at a period when she is
called upon to make the most gigantic efforts elsewhere,
rhere is no doubt that the latter, in addition to the con-
lerring of that reward, would cheerfully repay any
expense which the province might incur in rendering
such assistance

; but, for the honor and credit of the pro-
vince, It IS to be hoped that she would not take money in
payment for a service, in the benefits of which she would
directly participate, and which could not be compared tomany similar but more difficult services, spontaneously
offered, and often magnificently executed by the former
Kritish provinces, now constituting the United States of


